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SEVENTH PARLIAMENT. ~ 


SECOND SESSION. 
Governor-General. 


His Majesty’s 


His Excellency / the Right Honorable Sir RONALD CRAUFURD MUNRO FERGUSON, a Member of 
Most Honorable Privy Council, 


Knight Grand Cross of ‘the Most Dis- 


tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian ational War Government. 
(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 


Minister for the Navy 


Treasurer 


Minister for Defence 


Minister 


Minister 


Postmaster-General 


Honorary 
Honorary 


Ss 


5 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General apeRe 
oo ses) LHe 
eee eee The 

«ens Lhe 

_ Vice-President of the Executive Council ... The 

The 
for Repatriation «oe The 

Minister for Works and Railways” The 

for Hume and Territories The 

Minister for Trade and Customs ... eee Lhe 

as ees son Le 
Minister 5 ese he 
Minister Ax eee The 


Right Honcrable William Morris Hughes, 


PGs 


Right Honorable Joseph Cook, P.C. 
Right Honorable Sir Jobn Forrest, P.Cz,, G.CiMEGS 


Honorable 
Honorable 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 


George Foster Pearce. 
Edward Davis Millen. 
Succeeded by 
Littleton Ernest Groom (16th November, 1917). 
Edward Davis Millen (trom 28th September, 1917.) 
William Alexander Watt. 
Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.C. 
Jens August Jensen. 
William Webster. 
Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Edward John Russell. 


Australian WHational lar Government. 


The 


Minister for the aay Are ae yn ee) 

Treasurer RA 6th ee olbalrs 

The 

Minister f4: Defence Ne ae sent hie 

Minister for Repatriation The 

Minister for Works and Railways. The 

The 

Minister fot! Home and Territories The 

Minister fox Trade and Customs ... The 
“ IONE ns 

The 

The 

Postmaster-General The 

Vice-President of the Executive Council . The 

The 

Honorary Minister eo The 


Honorary 
Honorary 
Honorary 


Honorary 


Minister 
Minister 
Minister 


Minister 


(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 


eee 


(From 10th January, 1918.) 


Right Ho 


Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., 


norable William Morris Hughes, P.C., 


GCM {Ge 


K.C. 


Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 


Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 


Honorable 
Honorable 


1918). 


Succeeded by 
William Alexander Watt (27th March, 1918). 
George Foster Pearce. 
Edward Davis Millen. 
William Alexander Watt. 
Succeeded by 
Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March. 
Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Jens August Jensen.t+ 
Succeeded by 
Watt (13th December, 


1918). 


William Alexander 1918.) 
Succeeded by 
Walter Massey Green (17th January, 1919.) 


William Webster. 
Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Succeeded by 
Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 
Edward John Russell. 
27th March, 


The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 


.e The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 


(Appointed 


1919.)* 


The Honorable Walter Massey Greene.* 
Minister for 


Trade and* Customs, 17th January, 


The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.* 


Appointed 26th March, 1918. pelea ed from office, 13th December, 1918.——** Resigned from office, 31st January, 1919. 


Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 


Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) 
Gardiner. Hon. Albert (N.S 


.W.) 


Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 

Grant, John (N.S.W.) 

Guthrie; Robert Storrie (S.A.) 

Guy, James (T.) 

Henderson, George (W.A.) 

Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) 
*1Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) 


1 Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 12th July, 1917. 


Senators. 

President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 
1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) 
Barker, Stephen (V.) 

Barnes, John (V.) 

Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) 
Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) 

Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 

De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 

Earle, Hon. John (T.) 

Fairbairn, George (V.) 


Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 


1McDougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 


Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 


tMulcahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 


Needham, Edward (W.A.) 


1Newland, John (8.A.) 


O’Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) 

O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 
V.D. (8.A.) 

Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W 

Plain, William (V. ‘ 

Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S W.) 

Reid, Matthew (Q.) 

Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 

Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 

Senior, William (S.A.) 

Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 

Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 

* Resignation reported, 20th December, 1918. 


Avi 


esse; 


t+ Appointed by State Parliament 15th J anuary, 1919.——Sworn!26th June, 1919. 


_- Mr, FLEMING (Robertson) [4.28].— 
_ The Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr. 
Wise) stated that the medals which will 
_ be issued to the soldiers will show exactly 
the war service of the men who have 
_ Been overseas, and that the men who 
be gserved on the battlefield will receive 
< ‘medals different from those issued to the 
men who have not been in the fighting 
- area. 
of officers and non-commissioned officers 
who were engaged in what was known as 
conducting work, that is, taking troops 
from England to France, and right up to 
the firing line, and then returning for an- 
_ other .batch. That was one of the most 
_ dangerous-employments in the war, but 
_ under the existing conditions these men 
_ will have no record that they have been 
_ on Service in France. I was told by the 
Military authorities in England that con- 
ducting work does not count as service in 
France. I hope that the Assistant Min- 
_ ister for Defence will see that the men 
_ who were engaged in that hazardous em- 
ployment receive the recognition which is 
peherr due. ~~ - 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting 

_ Attorney-General) [4.30].—The Assistant 
Minister for Defence (Mr. Wise) will take 

a note of the matter mentioned by the 
honorable member for Robertson (Mr. 

_ Fleming). Close attention has been 
_ given to the subject to which the honor- 
_ able member for Lilley (Mr. Mackay) 
+has made reference. It has already been 
under Senator Millen’s notice, but there 
are several aspects of the question which 
present difficulties, particularly the de- 


sirability of distributing the funds among 


- Local Committees. 


: However, I shall call 


_ Senator Millen’s attention to it again. 
, With regard to the rumour which the 
_ honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Sampson) has heard, these are the facts: 


- Since the rejection by the seamen of the’ 


agreement approved by the Inter-State 
_ Conference, the only definite proposal 
_ submitted by the Seamen’s Union was 
_ one for the immediate release of Mr. 
_ Walsh, which Senator Millen; acting for 
_ the Government, at once declined. That 
_ is the position to-day. 
“es Question resolved in the affirmative. 
House adjourned at 4.31 p.m. 
18 K~- . 
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There were in England a number 


‘his bereaved widow and family, 


aN 


Sir Simon Fraser. 11217 


Senate. 
Wednesday, 6 August, 1919. 


The Presmenr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chaw at 3 p.m., and 
read prayers. 


DEATH OF SIR SIMON FRASY 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wa 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.1]. 
leave).—I move— 


That the Senate places on record it 
ciation of the public services of the la 
orable Sir Simon Fraser, who was a mé 
the Federal Convention and a repre 
of the State of Victoria in this Cham 
the inception of Federation, for seve 

The Senate tenders its sincere sy. 


By means of this motion I i 
Senate to place on record its ap 
of the personality and services — 
tinguished and highly respected citizen. 
The late Sir Simon Fraser has left behind 
him that which any man might well 
envy, namely, an honorable record of use- 
ful public life, served both in the State 
and the Federal arena. Sir Simon Fraser, 
as many honorable senators will recollect, ° 
was associated, in its early stages, with 
the movement which ultimately brought 
about the union of the several States of 
the Commonwealth. The public of Vic- 
toria showed their appreciation, both of 
the man and the service he had rendered, 
by electing him first as a member of the 
Federal Convention, and later to a posi- 
tion in this Chamber. 

If, however, Sir Simon Fraser had 
never filled that part in the public life 
of this country he would still, I venture 
to say, have left behind him a. record 
of great and useful service. He was one 
of those who, in his earlier days, did 
much to build up this Australia of ours, 
and we owe in a large measure the con- 
ditions we now enjoy, to the work which 
he and others then performed. 

Those honorable senators who, with 
myself, were privileged to share his com- 


- panionship in this Chamber, will always 


shrewd judgment and 
I was, 


appreciate his 
kindly yet vigorous personality. 


r 


Death of 
f X 

on Many occasions, tinder a distinct obli- 
gation tothe late honorable gentleman for 
the very cordial assistance he rendered 
to me, and he always tried to assist in 


ie tees ie 


4 
5 


the conduct of the business of the Senate. 


With other honorable senators I can look 


back to many kindly personal acts which 


endeared the late, Sir Simon Fraser to 
those privileged to enjoy his company. 

is proper, the motion I have sub- 
of expresses the sympathy of the 
te for those who are mourning the 
x9 Sir Simon Fraser even more 
, than we do. I submit the motion 
confident of the reception which it 
ceive at the hands of honorable 


or GARDINER (New. South 
\3.5].—It is with very sincere feel- 
T rise to second the motion sub- 


on this side of the Chamber, 
say that we associate ourselves 
tily with every word which the 
ager of the Government in the Senate 
has said. with regard to the merit, the 
work, the character, the capacity and at- 
tainments of the late Sir Simon Fraser. 


Personally, I feel as if a friend has 


gone from amongst us. Although he had 
long passed the allotted span of three 
seore years and ten—had, in fact, passed 
four score years, and was nearly approach- 
ing four score and ten—the late Sir Simon 
Fraser had a bright, youthful, and sunny 
presence which seemed to create a circle 
of light around all with whom he came in 
contact. 

It is with feelings of the deepest 
sympathy that I join with the Leader of 

' the Senate and other honorable senators, 
in passing a motion of sympathy with the 
relatives he has left behind. - 

Senator KEATING (Tasmania) [3.7]. 
—It is with a deep sense of responsi- 
bility and regret that I rise to support 
the motion—responsibility because. of my 
early association with the late Sir Simon 
Fraser, and regret because of his depar- 
ture and for the loss suffered by his house- 
hold. When the Senate first assembled, 
Sir Simon—then Senator Fraser—was the 
oldest man in this Chamber and I was 
the youngest. We shared the privilege 
of moving and seconding the adoption of 


[SENATE. | 


Senate. 


y the Leader of the Senate. T 
can speak for all honorable 


Fae 


Sir Simon Fraser. = Be 


the first Address- A Reo moved in ee i 
Doubtless other honorable sena- 
tors have seen the late Sir Simon Fraser _ 
about this building recently, but I think - 
I saw him even more recently than they, | ay 


and I was very pleased to note the state 


of health in which he then appeared to < 
be. With every word uttered by the ~ 
Minister for Repatriation in addressing ve 
himself to this motion I am in absolute ~ 


accord. yeni 
Question resolved in the afiraatin fer 
honorable senators standing in their — 


places. ; oe 
METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY. _ 
INCREASE IN Prick oF Gas. ie é 


Senator NEEDHAM.—On ourlast day 
of sitting, in reply to a question I had ~ 
submitted concerning the proposal of the 
Metropolitan Gas Company of Melbourne 
to increase the price of gas by Is. 6d. 
per 1,000 cubic feet and for the con- — 
sideration of which T suggested arbitra- _ 
tion, the Minister said that the matter 
had been referred to the State Govern- — 
ment. I ask that honorable senator now — 
if the State Government has Rica ie 
any action it contemplates pee 2. 
that regard ? i 

Senator MILLEN.—I am not in a 
position to. answer the honorable sena- 
tor’s question just now. I shall endea- 
vour to secure the information for noes as 
morrow. Sars 


Sree 


SEAMEN’S STRIKE. —_— is e 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN QUEENSLAND. ae 


Senator FOLL.—I ask the Minister fon | 
Repatriation whether he is aware of the eS 
fact that. at the present time, on account — 
of the seamen’s strike, thousands — — 
people in North Queensland are practi- 
cally on the verge of starvation. What — 
action do the Government propose to. take — 
in the early future to see that some relied iS 
is brought to those people ? 


Senator MILLEN.—The quesieen sa 28: 
mitted by the honorable senator goes, as_ 
the Senate will recognise, a little beyond | 
the mere question of the relief of the — 
people suffering in Queensland. I a 
quite conscious that in this matter the” 5 


eer hl ais 


Government have had to rely be: the 


_War Soret Homes, 
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Papers. 11219 


~ patience of hondrabls Becton: es per- 

4 haps, an unusual extent. I can only say, 

that for reasons which appear to the Go- 

_ vernment to be absolutely sound, we crave 

that that patience be extended a little 

; ¥ rac. The matter is not being lost 

sight of, and I venture to express the 

se hope. that developments in the next few 

; days will justify the action which the Go- 
_ vernment have taken. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 

an OFFER oF Lanp at LitTHeow. 
te ’ Senator GARDINER.—I ask the Min- 
© eter for Repatriation whether the Go- 
_ vernment have any information to give 
2 _ to the Senate in regard to the acceptance 
or otherwise of the piece of land at Lith- 
Bow which has been offered as a gift for 

_ war service homes by Mr. Brown? 
‘Senator MILLEN.—The Housing Com- 
s ‘missioner informed me recently that he 
Re = was taking the steps which appeared to 
him to be necessary before deciding upon 
the action which would ultimately be 
- taken. Those steps included the inspec- 
tion of the land by those who are quali- 
oy - fied to judge of its suitability or other- 

wise for war service homes. 


_-* FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
- *RETURNED SOLDIERS. 


e Senator GRANT.—I ask the Minister 
oe for Repatriation whether, in considering 
the question of making advances to re- 
4 turned members of the Australian Im- 
_ perial Force, it is customary to refuse 
financial assistance to those who, in the 
- opinion of the Commission, are financially 
strong enough to do without it? 
: " Senator MILLEN.—The financial re- 
= sources of the applicant are not con- 
sidered. The merits of each case consti- 
tute the factor which determines the suc- 
3 - cess or otherwise of the application. 


4 PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATIONS. 


‘Senator GRANT.—I ask the Vice- 
2 pe of the Executive Council whe- 
ther, in view of the enormous number 
ii a amendments which have been made in 
the Public Service regulations, he will 
_ favorably consider the reprinting of the 
whole of those regulations, so as to bring 
them up to date as they were brought 
up: to date in 1915% 
oe Une ‘18 K 2 : 


Senator RUSSELL.—I will bring the 
request of the honorable senator under 
the notice of the Prime Minister’s De- 


‘partment. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


Third report of the Printing Commit-_ 
tee presented by Senator Barxer. 


PAPERS. 
The following papers were presented — 


Customs Act 1901-1916— 
Proclamations— 

Dated 16th July, 1919, prohibiting ex- 

{portation of Preventives to 
tion, &e. 

Dated 16th July, 1919, revoking 
mation of 4th September, 19]j 
ing to the exportation of Brooy 

Public Service: Act 1902- 1918. 
ments, promotions, &c.— 

H. A. Peterson, Prime aint 
partment. |! 

Hyp vs Butler, Department ote 
su 

Ww. 7 Penfold, Department , 
and Customs. 

War Precautions Act 1914-1918 
tions amended.—Statutory Rules 191 
178. 

Women in Industry.—Report of War Cabi- 
net Committee. ghia presented to Bri- 
tish Parliament.) 


} 


> Ue 


ADJOURNMENT (formal). 
DIsMISSAL OF Masor W. D. EVANS. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens)—I have received from Sena- 
tor Needham an intimation that he de- 
sires to move the adjournment of the 
Senate in order to discuss a matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, “ The 
case of Major W. D. Evans and the Mount 
Bardwell. Estate.” 

Senator NEEDHAM. (Western Austra- 
lia) [3.17].—I move— 


That the Senate, at its rising, adjourn until 
11 a.m. to-morrow. 


Four honorable senators having risen 
in their places in support of the motion, 
Question proposed. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—It will be with- 
in the memory of honorable senators 


that, on the 17th July last, the Minister 


for Repatriation made a statement which, 


to my mind, and [ think to the minds of 


many honorable senators, if not of the 


ie) 


mn te 
a f “a 


5 a 
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general public, impugned the honour and 
integrity of Major W. D. Evans, in the 
transaction regarding the purchase of the 
Mount Bardwell Estate for the erection of 
homes under our War Service~ Homes 
Act. I offer no apology for availing my- 
self of our Standing Orders to place be- 
fore the Senate a statement in reply by 
Major Evans and other gentlemen, whose 
names were mentioned by the Minister 
during the course of his remarks. As I 
am allowed only half-an-hour to deal with 
this matter, I intend, for the purposes of 
accuracy, to read from certain documents 
9 as to obviate the possibility of any mis- 
tanding arising. Some of these 
nts have been sworn to. In the 
ace, I have here a letter from 
Evans himself, which is addressed 
and which reads— 


od herewith you will’ please find a 
refutation of Senator Millen’s state- 
tive to my administration as Deputy 
ner for New South Wales, in con- 
th the War Service Homes Commis- 


ments, though highly slanderous in 
are unfortunately privileged, conse- 
quently I possess no other redress than to 
approach my parliamentary friends, and espe- 
cially you, whom I regard, in all sincerity, as 
one of the warmest, to refute same in -my in- 
terests. I would like you to have a chat with 
Higgs and Grant. Let them see this. 

If you consider it necessary, I can have all 
these facts incorporated in a& sworn declara- 
tion. I now leave my honour in your hands 
with full confidence, for old times’ sake, that 
you will take the earliest opportunity of vindi- 
cating me before the Senate and the public. 

Sincere good wishes. 

Yours as ever, 
Masor W. D. Evans. 


I may here interpolate that when the 
Minister made his statement on the 17th 
July last I intimated that T had known 
Major Evans for many years, and that I 
had never known him to be guilty of a 
dishonest action. That is the reason why 
he has written to me. Here is his state- 
ment— 


~y 


Relative to the statement by the ‘Minister 
for Repatriation, made’ in the Senate yester- 
day, it is inconceivable that Senator Millen, 
holding the high and honorable position of a 
Commonwealth Minister, would, in a privi- 
leged statement made to the Senate, descend 
to an undignified vituperation, allied with an 
unmistakable distortion of fact, unless he, in 
turn, had been deliberately deceived by some 
responsible official adviser. 

Senator Needham. 


: (Formal) : Reale ae 


_ For instance, take his statement, “Major 
Evans had exceeded the limits of land pur- 
chiase by the Act, and had been dismissed. 

. . . . . The official papers disclosed 
that, on 20th June, the Commissioner wrote to _ 
Major Evans terminating services. Colonel 
Walker went to Sydney, arriving on 24th Be 
June, to deliver the letter and appoint a suc- 
cessor.” Commissioner Walker made the pub- ~ 
lic statement recently, in Sydney, that I had ~— 
been called upon to resign. However, I am ~ 
not stressing the contradiction, as it is one — 
of many. My offer to the attorneys (whose — 
business antecedents and personnel I was not —~ 
called upon to investigate, and who through- 
out all the investigations have acted in a , 
straightforward and open manner) of Mrs. 

* af 


Ada Violet Mitchiell, the owner of the estate, 
was only made on Thursday, 19th June. A 
letter of acceptance was forwarded on Satur- 
day, 2lst June, and was received by me on 
the morning of the 24th June. I might call 
attention to the fact that Sunday, 22nd, and 
Monday, 23rd (public holiday), intervened. 
The sale was reported verbally to the Com- ~~ 
missioner on the morning of the 24th, the first 
available opportunity offering. The question 
that now arises (especially in view of the | 
senator’s statement that “Thi Commissioner 
knew nothing until he received a letter from _ 
the vending firm to nominate a solicitor, who 
would fix the matter’) is, how was it pos-__ 
sible for the Commissioner, in Melbourne, on 
the 20th June, to associate this purchase as 
the governing factor in my retirement? = 
The limitation of powers to £5,000 under 
the War Service Homes Act is applicable only 
to the compulsory acquisition. of land. The ~— 
section prescribing thlis limit is incorporated — 
with that part of the Act dealing solely with — 
the compulsory acquisition under the Lands. — 
Acquisition Act as apart from purchase by — 
mutual agreement and negotiation. os 
In any case, my instruction from Commis- 
sioner Walker (who knew the land well, and 
who, further, to my own personal knowledge, _ 
has had business dealings with Chas. Myers 
and Co., the attorneys of the estate) was to 
purchase the estate, if possible. Thlese instruc- — 
tions were issued before the receipt of any ex- 
pressed powers vested in me under any dele- 
gation of limitations subsequently determined 
by the Commissioner, ~ ite 


Senatér Mitten.—He says that he hadee. 


pe” f 
ee oe ee | 


instructions. Does he give you a copy 
of them ? id 2 ee 
Senator NEEDHAM.—I will read 


everything that I have for the informa- 
tion of the Minister. cae + % 
Senator Mi_ten.—But I want you to 
read something you have not got. 
Senator NEEDHAM.— a 
Even if the delegation of powers were cap- — 
able of retrospective application, a depart- — 
mental Commissioner is expressly empowered 


~ 


Are ot 


Apel, 
oe 


ee 


ri a - ¢ » : ; - 
ee Bae Dismissal of 


| “thereunder to bind the Commissioner in excess 
of these delegated powers in ‘matters of ex- 
- es pczencys 


as ee 


sworn 


Regarding my valuation for land within the 
Feenirios radius to the Central Railway Station 


of less than 15s. per foot (i.e., allowing for 
_ the value of the homestead), I had, quite apart 
from my own judgment in the matter as a 


guiding basis, three different valuations by 
valuators of this  city—Phillips, 
Wheeler and Co. Limited, J. G. Griffin and 
Harrison, J. Frank Cox Limited. I also 
had submitted for perusal contracts of actual 
sales on the estates from £2 up to £6 per foot. 
I was also cognisant with the fact that Major 


Whyte, a returned Australian Imperial Force 


_ officer, had purchased several blocks at the 


‘ip former price, and erected his home on the 
estate, 


when he had practically the whole 


metropolitan area to draw upon. 


Senator Miiien.—Does he state by 


_ whom the valuations were made? 


ee NEEDHAM.— 


Doctors, lawyers, and even sworn valuators, 
hiave been known to differ, and in many cases 
of litigation and arbitration consistent with 
the object of the party that employs them are 
_ prepared to even back up such differences by 
‘sworn testimony. The fallacy of taking a 
local government or State valuation as a 
prima facie, basis for negotiations has been 
previously exemplified. I need only quote a 
‘case fresh in the mind of the Sydney public— 
the Clontarf lands. owned by the Sydney 


Ferries Limited, valued for taxation purposes 


at £11,200—which, after negotiation with the 


company for their resumption for public ser- 


vices had failed, were put up for auction re- 
cently, and actually realized, for a portion of 
thie estate only, over £30,000. I reiterate that 


the Mount Bardwell estate, despite the deter- 
_ mined attempts to discredit the sale, consti- 
_ tutes an excellent bargain at the price, and is 


capable of being utilized almost immediately 


_ for the erection of 700 or 800 homes for re- 
turned soldiers—a big factor to be considered 


Millen 
__ offer.” 
_ publicly stated, “ They had declined the gift be- 


" 
d 
; 


<i 


in such an urgent situation. 

- Regarding the Lithgow gift lands, Senator 
stated, “They had not rejected the 
Commissioner Walker had previously 


cause they had not thie power to accept it.” 


- But his official wire instructed me as follows: 


—‘Decided Commissioner cannot accept gift 
lands. . Attention particularly drawn to Lith- 
gow donation.” 


Senator Mitten.—Is that the quota- 
tion as given to you, because if it is, 


- important sentences are left out. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—The Minister 


_ will have half-an-hour in which to reply, 


_- 
- 


and I shall not interject. when he is 
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speaking. My time is limited. The 
statement continues— 

The discrediting statement that the gift 


lands “were so low lying,” &c., I will leave in 
abler hands than mine to refute. Senator Mil- 
len, in reply to Senator Gardiner asking that 
the correspondence concering the Bexley trans- 
action should be tabled in the Senate, stated 
“There is no correspondence.” All I wish 
to say at this stage is that, on hlanding over 
all my documents to Messrs. F. W. Toll and © 
Bailey, on the 24th June last, prior to pro- 
ceeding on one week’s official final leave, this 
correspondence, which is fairly voluminous, 
was handed over with the rest. The official 
Records Register will disclose this. I can 
quite understand the official reluctance to dis- 
closing the exceptional merits of  tlgguam 
which untampered correspondence w 
veal, and thus obviate any necessity f 
fying thle extraordinary action of t 
missioner in his repudiation of the 
the adoption 
slanderous tactics as this launching 
crediting propaganda. It only tends 
and side-track the real issue, 
materially affects the interests of 
soldiers, which I have so much at |] 
the public exposure of the bros 
methods and detrimental policy of; 
tion adopted by the War Service = 
missioner in this State since the inception of 
the scheme, a charge which, in justice to over 
3,000 soldier applicants, merits official explana- 
tion, but up to date has been _ studiously 
avoided. 


Let me read now: some statutory de- | 
Glarations which have been made by Major 
Hvans— 


I, William Drynan Jervois Evans, of ‘ Maid- 
stone,” Vivian-street south, Bellevue Hill, 
Woollahra, Sydney, in the State of New South 
Wales, civil engineer, do solemnly and sin- 
cerely declare as follows :— 

That> the following dates and events con- 
stitute the correct chronological sequence of 
events connected with my administration as 
Deputy Commissioner of New South Wales 
and Federal Territory for Seat of Govern- 
ment :— 

1919, 

Feb. 27.—Mt.° Bardwell land offered by 
Charles Myers and Company to Com- 
missioner Walker for £31,000. 

March 25.—Charles Myers and Company ad- 
vised by Commissioner Walker that the 
matter would be referred to the Deputy 
Commissioner for New South Wales on 
his appointment. 

April 28.—I - reported 
Walker in Melbourne. 

April 29.—Found Victorian office a going 
concern under Captain Tait (a former 
adjutant and quartermaster of Walker) 
as Deputy Commissioner. Pressed by 


to Commissioner 


a 


aioe 


Commissioner Walker to push purchase 
of Mt. Bardwell Estate, as he knew the 
land, was satisfied with "price, and stated 
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Myers had been to see him, and was a 


good chap. 

May 1.—Received 
Commissioner, 

May 2.—Left Melbourne for Sydney. Asked 
by Walker to appoint Peterson (private 
secretary to Millen) as my chief clerk 
in Sydney. i not a re- 
turned soldier. Again urged to take up 
Myers’ offer. 

May 6—Opened temporary 
patriation buildings, 

May 10.—Completed report on organization 
and establishment necessary for my ad- 
ministration. 

13.—Report posted, with salaries re- 

umended, to Walker in Melbourne. 

yynmissioner urged to expedite matter. 

’—Left for Melbourne to attend con- 

nce of Deputy Commissioners. 

.—Conference commenced. Victorian 

te Savings Bank agreement reported 

ed. (See Exhibit A.) 

—Leit Melbourne for Sydney. 

—Advertised in press for approved 

ions chief clerk and nucleus of small 

istration staff. 

-—Application for same closed, Power 

of delegation received, with power to 
bind Commissioner in event of any act 
in excess of delegation. 

June 2.—Wired recommendation for appoint- 
ment of staff to Melbourne. 

June 3.—Visited Newcastle officially. 

June 4.—Recommendation approved of by 
Walker. 

June 6.—Interviewed Charles Myers 
Company re Mt. Bardwell Estate. 
June 8.—Inspected Mt. Bardwell Estate. 
June 10.—Commissioner Walker arrived my 
office. Progress report made to Commis- 
sioner re Mt. Bardwell. Staff com- 
menced duty. I threatened to resign 
owing procrastinating methods. I in- 
formed Colonel Farr, Deputy Comp- 
na Repatriation, at time my inten- 

ion 

June 12.—I wrote Charles Myers and Com- 
pany for further data. /Walker left for 
Melbourne. 

June 14.—I visited Lithgow officially. . 

June 16.—Returned to ‘Sydney from Lith- 
gow. . 

June 17-—I interviewed Railway Depart- 
ment and Messrs. Bradley, Son, and 
Maughan, the solicitors for Mr. Brown, 
re Lithgow gift lands. 

June ‘eae 3 discussed details of “ lay-out ” 
of Lithgow land with Mr. John Sulman, 
F.R.LB.A.,, the president of New South 
Wales Town Planning Association. 

June 19.—I wired Wollongong executive re- 
lative official visit to southern indus- 

Senator Needham, 


appointment as “eset 


office at  Re- 


and 
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,: 

trial area. Offer made to Charles Myers — 
and Company as attorneys for Mrs. | 2s 


Ada Violet Mitchell, to purchase at 
£25,000. Received wire from Walker, — a 
refused Lithgow gift. I forwarded ur- 
gent wire, and letter. posted on Mel-— as ; 
bourne mail train, urging reconsidera- at 
tion of decision re Litheow land ae * 
June 20.—I advised Lithgow executive — of | 
new position. I decided to resign in 
consequence non-receipt satisfactory re- cet 
ply my appeal re Lithgow. wee : 
Advertised for two architectural a 
draughtsmen on request from Walker. 
The Commissioner dated his- letter 
concerning my retirement from Dastiok : s 
of Deputy. Commissioner for New Soden a 
Wa les, ie 
June 21—I left for Wollongous. The ac- ee 
ceptance by Charles Myers and Com- — 
pany of offer forwarded. 


June 24-——The acceptance of offer. renee 


by me, I wrote out my resignation ab 
the Imperial Service Club, eile: 
street. (See Exhibit B.) Kept appoint- _ 


ment with Walker at the Commonwealth _ 
Bank Office at 11.30 am. Handed Com- 
missioner my resignation. After read- 
ing same, declined to accept, on the | 
grounds that he held an official docu- 
ment dated 20th inst., approved of by — 
Millen, terminating my services‘ as De- — 
puty Commissioner for New South — 
Wales, and which, despite the. postscript — 
thereon, dated 24th, he claimed nrust re- 
-eeive official priority. (See Exhibit C.) 
I demanded the reasons. He declined to 
furnish same. I then made a request in - 
writing (see Exhibit D), in order to 
have a protest on official records, EF 
advised Walker of the sale of Mt. Bard- 
well. I handed over official records, &e., 
to Toll and Bailey at 4.30 p.m., at my ie 
office. I proceeded on one week’s OP 
proved official leave. ms 
June 25.—Received saphena official joes : 
from Walker, stating, in effect, that my 
request for the reasons would receive at-— 
tention on his return to Melbourne. | 
July 1.—I retired from position of Deputy — 
Commissioner for New South Wales. 
July 3.—The sale of Mt. Bardwell Estate re- na 
pudiated by Walker, and in same lettae 
Charles Myers and ‘Company invited to 
discuss matter of purchase with Toll. 
July 21.—The foundation of the first house 
in New South Wales under the scheme — 
laid by Denison Miller, same to be com- — 
pleted by September 16th next. Rei 
I further declare that on June 24th, 1919, 
these following conditions existed :— a 
Over 3,000 applications ‘had been re-- ae 
ceived in New South Wales. No money 
was available to the credit of the scheme — 
in Sydney for the building of homes, the 
purchase of dwellings erected, or for the — 
redemption of mortgages. No Bie? age 


“ibbicsaen of 


; Say staff, real property searchers, or investiga- 


+ 


1 ee Ss POM Ome ee 


TX : 


Mice confirming my judgment. I 


at 


te Cade ee ee St ee 
Fas iy the 


5) 


. 


§ 


e oe tioned in the statutory declaration signed by 


tion clerks appointed. No standard draw- 
ings of homes were available in New, South 
3 Wales. 


No details relative to standardized 
_ fittings, &c., were available. No regula- 
eo ne tions eoverning transactions under the 


= fe Act were in existence in New South Wales. 


And TI further declare that— 


i R My retirement was in no way connected 


with the sale of the Mt. Bardwell Wstate. 
I was not asked to resign. I had not been 
previously warned by the Commissioner 
on any matter. ‘The position of Deputy 
Commissioner for New South Wales 
vacated by me was not filled by my suc- 
‘cessor as the result of public advertise- 
ment for the position. I have perused, 
notwithstanding 'Walker’s denial, a written 
document signed by Walker, indicating 


~ ‘Charles Myers and Company. I was _ad- 
_ vised by George Mitchell, the husband of 
“Mrs. Ada Violet Mitchell, that he had 
personally conducted It. “Colonel James 
Walker over the Mt, Bardwell Estate, not- 
withstanding Walker’s statement that he 

had not visited the estate. I had access 

to valuation furnished by Phillips, 
Wheeler and Co. Ltd., J. G. Griffin and 
Harrison, and J. Frank Cox and Co, Ltd., 

had know. 
ledge of actual sales on the estate rang- 
ing up to £6 per foot. (See Exhibit E-F. ‘) 

I have investigated the allegations that a 

_ legal member of the firm of Charles Myers 
and Company had been struck off the roll 
of solicitors. Mr. A. J. Macaulay, the 


_. nly legal member (see Exhibit G) of the 


firm is still practising his profession at 
- 164 Pitt-street, Sydney. Mrs. Ada Violet 
_ Mitchell has stated that an offer of be- 
~ tween £22,000 and £23,000 was made by 
Walker’s agent direct to her on the even- 
. dng of the ‘Ond inst., and that she replied 
to Walker declining same. The Lithgow 
gift (see Exhibit H) was definitely refused 

by Walker. 


And I make this solemn declaration con- 
‘scientiously believing the same to be true, and 
by virtue of the provisions of the Oaths Act 


1900. 
(Sgd.)~ W.D. J. Evans. 


Subscribed and declared at. Sydney this 
twenty-fourth day of July, 1919, before me— 
~ Re Fuller, J.P. 


The following is another statutory de- 
_claration :-— 


_ TI, William Drynan Jervois Evans, of Maid- 
- gtone, Vivian-street south, Bellevue Hill, 
Woolahra, Sydney, in the State of New South 
Wales, civil engineer, do solemnly and _ sin- 
«erely declare as follows:—That the exhibits 
marked “ee B, 99 «¢¢ C, a> 66 E, d+? 66 F, 33 and ve H > men- 


me on the 24th day of July, 1919, are true 
copies of the originals thereof. And I make this 
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solemn declaration conscientiously believing 
the same to be true and by virtue of the pro- 
visions of the Oaths Act 1900. 
(Signed ) W. D. Evans, 
Subscribed and declared at Sydney this 24th 
day of July, 1919, before me. 
R. 
I now produce exhibit *‘ A,” and as it 1s 
a rather lengthy document, I shall.merely 
read the heading, which is:— 
Memorandum of an agreement made this 
day of , 1919, between the War Service 
Hlomes Commissioner of the one part and the 
Commissioners of the State Savings Bank of 
Victoria of the other part, whereby with the 
consent of the Governor-General of the, 
monwealth of Australia, acting with th 
vice of the Federal Executive Council, 
with the consent of the Governor in C 
of the State of Victoria, and pursuant 
tion 50 of the War Service Homes Ac 
of the Commonwealth of Australia a 
State Savings Bank Act 1918 of be 
arranged as follows:— 


FULLER, J.P. 


The document then sets out the + 
the memorandum, but I cannot dé 
them in detail in the limited tim 
disposal. Exhibit “B” is a copy or a 
letter from Major Evans to the War 
Service Homes Commissioner, Melbourne, 
dated 24th June, 1919, and is as follows :— 


1. I submit herewith my resignation of the 
position of Deputy Commissioner for New 
South Wales and Deputy Commissioner for 
the Federal Territory for the Seat of Govern- 
ment. 

2. I desire the resignation to take effect from 
such date as my successor can conveniently 
take over these duties. 

3. This action of mine will not, in view of 
my expressed intention, conveyed to you at” 
our interview on the 10th instant, come as 
much of a surprise to you. 

4. In the interests of the returned soldiers 
of New South Wales, whose welfare I have 
so much at heart, I feel I possess no other 
alternative than to resign from the Commis- 
sion, and then publicly expose the unfortunate 
and exasperating _policy of procrastination 
pursued by you in regard to the New South 
Wales administration, which is in marked dis- 
tinction to that manifested by you in the 
State of Victoria, where financial arrange- 
ments have been actually completed with the 
State Savings Bank with substantial emolu- 
ments provided for the Inspector-General and 
Commissioners of the bank. I contend that 
it is nothing short of a positive scandal to 
find at this stage (six months after the assent 
to the War Service Homes Act and two months 
after my appointment), over 3,000 applications 
in hand in New South Wales, and not one 
penny available locally for furthering these; 
not. one valuator, investigation clerk, or real 
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property searcher appointed for even the es- 
sential preliminary work on each application ; 
all this notwithstanding the fact that you 
were asked by me to undertake, on 10th May 
last, to expedite approval to these appoint- 
ments. Many applications have been with- 
drawn in desperation. I have even been ad- 
vised of forfeiture of deposits in some cases. 

5. In. conclusion, the public humiliation 
(which you must surely have anticipated 
would result in my resignation), that you de- 
liberately subjected me by your official tele- 
graphic repudiation of my acceptance of the 
Lithgow gift on the 19th instant, on such a 
flimsy pretext, followed by your action in ig- 
noring my wire and letter of same date urg- 
ing your consideration, constituted the deter- 
ig\ factors in my decision to resign. No 
especting senior member of your staff 
ghimly submit to such scant discourtesy 
our hands and continue. to serve under 
ndministration. 


is certified as a true copy of the 
al. Exhibit ‘‘C’”’ is a certified 
of a memorandum from Commis- 


Walker to Major Evans. It is 


IWS? pede 


Melbourne, 20th June, 1919. 

Re note that I have decided to relieve 
you of the duties of Deputy Commissioner for 
New South Wales, and to terminate your ser- 
vices aS from lst July next. You will hand 
over all documents and other papers to me 
personally at Sydney, and proceed on leave 


until the date of termination of appoint- 
ment. 
(Signed) JAMES WALKER, 
Commissioner. 
P.S.—The documents and other papers re- 


ferred to above are to be handed over to 


Messrs. F. W. Toll and W. R. Bailey on the 
24th instant. 


J.W., Commissioner. 
24th June, 1919. 


Exhibit “D” is a certified copy of a 
memorandum from Major Evans to the 


Commissioner, dated 24th June, 1919. 
It reads :-— . 
I have to acknowledge your 19/C50, num- 


bered 1288, and dated 20th instant, handed me 
personally by you at 11.30 this morning. The 
decision to relieve me of my duties as Deputy 
Commissioner of this State suggests 
serious omission or commission in connexion 
with my administration in New South Wales, 
especially when such action is not preceded 
by some preliminary inquiry into the circum- 
stances of the implied charges. I feel that 
some grave misunderstanding has arisen on 
ex parte evidence furnished. The position is 
so unusual for an officer of my status to be 
secretly charged, tried, and sentenced, with- 
out being heard in my own defence. I court 
the fullest scrutiny of all my official and un- 
official actions since taking over my functions 


Senator Needham. 


some : 


as Deputy Commissioner of this State, ane mee 


now ask, in the face of the grave injustice which 


I have been subjected to, to be supplied with — 


the reasons for your summary action in per- 


emptorily dismissing me from office. 
fact that, as alleged by you, “that I had 
written to some person in Ballarat advising 
him, iter alia, 


through unfair misrepresentation. 


‘not to be in such a damned — 
hurry’” (a statement absolutely false) indi- — 
cates a manifest tendency on the part of some > 
unknown person or persons to prejudice me ~ 

‘The furs a 
ther fact that official letters alleged to have ~ 


The — 


been forwarded me from your office, such as, — 


for instance, “Technical Cireular “No. 
stated to have been handed over to me, never 
actually received by me, or at my office, in- 
duces me to believe that probably important 
instructions have similarly disappeared. My 


| Ble *% 


work has been conscientiously and fearlessly 


performed, despite many  difficulties—these 
efforts have always been directed in the sole 
interests of the housing scheme in New South 
Wales. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Roa 


T. Givens).—The 


time has expired. 


honorable 


senator’s | 


Motion (by Senator Grant) agreed — 


“to— 
That the Standing Orders be suspended to 


enable the onerakic senator to continue his 


speech for an additional half-hour. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I thank honor- 
able senators for allowing me to continue. 
Exhibits “EK” and “EF” are private con- 


tract forms setting out the conditions and — 


terms of sale in connexion with property 


forming part of the Mount Bardwell 


estate. 


Exhibit ‘‘G’’ is the 


I shall not take up the time of — 
the Senate further in reading them. 
memorandum — 


and articles of association of Charles 


Myers and Co. Limited, and I. quote the 
following from page 11 :— 


We, the several persons whose names and — 
addresses are subscribed hereto, are desirous — 


of being formed into a company, in pursuance 


of nics memorandum of association, and we 


respectively agree to take the 
shares in the “capital of the company set op 
posite our respective names :— 


“number of © 


Names,. addresses, and descriptions of sub- 
scribers No: of shares taken by each 
subscriber. | ane 

Frederick Leslie Lowther, Exchange . 

Corner, Pitt-street, Sydney, ac- ont 
countant 3 One. 

Geo. Martin, 81 Pitt- -stret, investor .. One. 


F. G. Matthew, public accountant, © — 


Pitt-street, Sydney One. 
_ Chas, Myers, 63 Pitt-stret, _ Sydney, 
merchant : One. 


ce tan” 
haa m 


Dismissal of 
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Leslie P. Irelade, company manager, 


- Parker-street, Sydney ig in One. 

A. J. Macaulay, solicitor, 164 Pitt- 
street, Sydney We 5 One. 

John Frank Cox, real estate agent, 2 

- Castlereagh-street, Sydney One. 


. The witness to all the signatures is 8. 
— Polle, Shirley-road, Wollstonecraft, and 
~ this is dated the 27th May, 1919. Ex- 
hibit “ H” comprises the following corre- 
spondence :— 
hat Tae War Service Homes Commission, 
Biase) 19th) June, 1919. : 
_ The Commissioner, War Service Homes, Mel- 
bourne. ote Ss 
Re Lirneow Girt LaAnps. 
Dear Sir, | 
I have to acknowledge receipt of your wire 
of even date re the above and to confirm my 
wire to you in reply thereto, The facts are 


- these :— — 
Lithgow is sadly congested ‘as regards 
housing of its population (which includes 


many returned soldiers). Suitable land for 
building purposes in accessible sites is almost 

- unprocurable, even at prolsibitive prices. 
After persistent overtures, Mr. J. L, Brown, 
of Lithgow, a wealthy land-owner, was pre- 
- vailed upon to donate an area of suitable land, 
- eentrally situated, containing over 30 acres, 
and valued at £2,000, to the War Service 

. Homes Commission. 

Mr. John Sulman, F.R.I.B.A., - Vice-presi- 

dent of the Institute of Architects and Presi- 
dent of the Town Planning Association of New 

South Wales, is a personal friend of the donor 

arl quite naturally he (Brown) stipulated that 
' the lay-out should be undertaken by the Town 

Planning Association free of cost, and with- 
- out delay, and with full knowledge of local 
conditions, ; 

I accepted the offer on this condition, not 
anticipating for one second thlat my action 
relating to such a generous offer would ulti- 

mately not receive your indorsement. 
TI arranged forthwith— 
(a) for a contour survey to be prepared of 
the site; 
(6) for the hire of Small Arms Factory 
motor transport; © 
‘(c) for Mr. W, A. Isley (a practising archi- 
tect with seventeen years’ experience), of Lith- 
- gow, to supervize the construction in an hon- 
-  orary capacity; 
(da) for the quotations of material supply 
from local manufacturers; 
a (e) for the Lithgow municipality— 
— ~~+(1) to facilitate approval of lay-out and 
ve building design; 
(2) to dedicate access to southern en 
from Main-road ; 
: (f) the Railways Commissioner to close a 
level crossing and deviate road; 
~  (g) the Town Planning Association to visit 
_ Lithgow and undertake the lay-out gratui- 
tously. ; 


The offer in question has been given by the 
elated Lithgow people wide publicity, and the 
‘precedent is likely to be taken advantage of 
in other parts of the State. 

Your action, if persisted in, I am afraid 
will create quite a storm, and will re-act dis- 
astrously on public support in this State. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. D. J, Evans, 
Deputy Commissioner. 


Homeswar, Sydney. 
Decided Commission cannot accept gift lands 
unless property absolutely free from condi- 
tions governing subsequent dealings. Attention 
particularly drawn Lithgow donation. 
WALKER, 
Bn Warhomes, Melbourn 
Sec. 95. 
Reference your wire, strongly urge r 
sideration your policy relative gift land 
gow, valued £2,000, otherwise this and f 
donations seriously jeopardized this Sta 


Ev 
19/6/19. 


These telegrams are certified by ; 
Evans as true copies of the o 
The next exhibit is the following jetta 


26th June, 1919. 

Dear Sir,—I would be glad if you would 
kindly insert the following paragraph in your 
next issue:— 

“Major W. D. Jervois Evans will relinquish 
the position of Deputy Commissioner for New 
South Wales (War Service Homes Commission) 
on the lst prox.” 

Major Evans will probably be succeeded by 
Mr. Frederick Wm. Toll, a well known joiner 
and undertaker from Charters Towers, North 
Queensland. 

Mr. Toll, as Major Toll, was formerly asso- 
ciated with Lieutenant-Colonel James Walker 
(then Lieutenant Walker) in the Kennedy In. 
fantry Regiment (Townsville and Charters 
Towers), where Lieutenant-Colonel Walker car- 
ried on his trade as a builder. ~ 

Yours faithfully, 
W. D. J. E., Deputy Commissioner. 


Copies of that communication were sent 
to Sunday Morning Herald, Daily Tele- 
graph, Hvenng News, Sun, Sunday 
Times, and Smith’s Weekly. Then there 
is the following letter, addressed to the 
editor of the Sydney Morning Herald :— 


Imperial Service Club Ltd., 
Penzance Chambers, 
29 Elizabeth-street, Sydney. 

Dear Sir.—I would esteem it a favour if you 
would publish the following disclaimer in your 
next issue :-— 

“The telegraphed Ministerial statement of 
Senator Millen that Major Evans has been 
asked to resign by the Housing Commissioner 
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—one of the reasons being that he had entered 
into a contract of £25,000 worth of land, 
whereas his authority was limited to £10,000— 
appearing in your issue this morning, is (and I 
utter this advisedly,-with a full knowledge of 
the consequences ), wholly opposed to the truth 
in every detail. 

“This attitude of the Minister only confirms 
the opinion that I have held throughout, viz., 
that Senator Millen has been the unconscious 
yet unfortunate victim of a system of official 
dupery, that has not only highly exasperated 
the returned men, persistently humiliated’ and 
retarded. me in my honest desire to advance 
the interest of the scheme in New South Wales 
on business principles, but even now seeks 
audaciously to deceive the Minister, and, 
eugh him, the Commonwealth Parliament.” 

W. D. J. EVANs; 
Ex Deputy Commissioner. 


/V9. 


ve here a number of cuttings from 
apers which it is not my intention 
d. I come now to a seriatim reply 
tements made in Senator Muillen’s 
in reference to the purchase of the 
Bardwell Estate from Charles 
ud Company Limited. This state- 
ment sets out first Senator Muillen’s re- 
marks to which reference is made, and 
then gives the answer to those remarks— 


Senator Minten.—I should not have ven- 


turéd to occupy the time of honorable senators . 


over a matter which, in a sense, is unimportant, 
except that there appears to be a prevailing 
tendency now, the moment any statement is 
published in the press reflecting upon a public 
Department, to accept it at its face value, 
without investigation. 

Answer.—The tendency to take rash state- 
ments at face value, without investigation, 
would appear to be one of the faults of Senator 
Millen. Without any official inquiry, without 
giving any one a chance to present the other 
side, he accepted the statement of his Depart- 
mental officers at their face value, and described 


Major Evans, a returned officer, as having to 


answer the charge of being either a fool or a 
rogue, and held up the firm of Charles Myers 
and Co. to public odium as a gang of rob- 
bers, who had tried to swindle the returned 
soldiers. Thé damning of a returned officer, 
and a slander of a public company, Senator Mil- 
len describes as “a matter which, in a sense, 
is unimportant.” Does the senator place no 
value on his own veracity and sense of justice? 


I have said that these are 
quoted from Senator Millen’s ‘speech, to 
which Charles Myers and Company are re- 
plying. The quotation continues— 


Senator MiLtLeEN.—But what the papers do - 


disclose, supporting the facts I propose to give, 


is that, on the 20th June, five days before’ 


Senator Needham. 


statements ‘commission, . 


Major Evans made any announcement in the he 
press, the Housing Commissioner wrote a let- Bus 
ter to him terminating his ‘servnees! "guar ae 


This letter by the Housing Commissioner was sige 


written and dated on 20th June. Colonel 
Walker told me then of his intention to dis- 
pense with the services of Major Evans, and 
stated that he proposed to go over to. Sydney _ 2 
and personally deliver his letter to Major — 
Evans, and install his successor in his place. — 
He did so, and delivered the letter to piste 
Evans on the 24th June. 

Answer.—This statement of dates is very imt-, 
portant 


Senator MILLEN. 18: 


s ; ae 


xtte. Tas 


Senator NEEDHAM.—tThe quotation 
continues— 


because it reveals the fact that, on 20th June, 
Colonel Walker had determined to dispense — 
with Major Evans, and had acquainted Senator 
Millen of the fact. The whole trend of the 
senator’s speech is to show that Major Evans 
was summarily dismissed for having exceeded — 
his powers in the purchase of the Mount Bard- 
well Estate. Yet, when he made that speech, ~ 
Senator Millen must have known that the pur-- 


chase of the Mount Bardwell Estate had not 


been made; and, further, he goes on to tella 
shocked Senate that the Department knew no- ~— 
thing of the purchase on that date, regardless . 
of the fact that he is contradicting himself. __ 
- Senator Mirien.—Major Evans, like all De- — 
puties, was empowered, under a power of dele- - a 
gation, to purchase lands for the War Service 
Homes Act up to £1,000 in value, without refer- 
ence to any one. If he thought it desirable *to — 
purchase land in excess of that sum, he had — 
to remit the matter, with his reconinanindeea ae mi, 
to the Commissioner. The Commissioner him- — 
self, by terms of the Act, can purchase up to -~ 
only £5,000 worth. If he wishes to purchase in — 
excess of that value, he must seek Ministerial _ 
authority. . 
Answer.—This statement has a most impor- Ta 
tant bearing on the sequel to the story of the 
Mount Bardwell negotiations. In his letter to ~ 
Chas. Myers and Co., repudiating the thet é 
of the estate, Mr. Commissioner Walker says he 
is willing to refer the purchase of the estate to — : 
Major Evans’ successor, Lieutenant-Colonel — 
Toll, who would negotiate on authorized lines. — 
Further, at a later date, Mrs. Mitchell, thes! se 
owner of the estate, reported that a Mr. 
Bailey, of the Sydney Housing Commission — 
Office, had approached her with the suggestion _ 
that she should sell direct to the Housing Com- 
mission, and cut out the agents and their — 
for a sum between £22,060 and 
£23,000. Bee 
_If Commissioner Walker was prepared to 
refer the matter of the purchase of the estate 
which he had refused at £25,000, as he says in 
his letter to Charles Myers and Cos he spre- © = 
sumably had Ministerial Surnenss from  Sena- 4 
tor Millen to do so. ae ae 


Dismissal of. 


‘Senator Mirten.—But he did not make 
the offer, and, therefore, did not require 


: _ the authority. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—The alana 


_ -continues— 


tier 
Ss 
< 


a 


__ value of this property when he said 


. Tf Mr. Bailey was ee ne to make an 
offer of between £22,000 and £23,000 for a 
direct sale, presumably he had authority from 
the Minister to do so. In which case, what 
‘becomes of the senator’s statements as ‘to the 


Senator Mitten.—This is aJl built up 
Bey 


Senator NEEDHAM. —No. Senator 
_ Millen’s own statements are quoted here, 
and answers are supplied to them. This 
is the statement by the honorable senator 


on 


- last referred to— 


When the Commissioner was made aware that 
the contract had been signed, he naturally 
looked into it, and caused certain valuations 
to be made. One of these was by a gentleman 


oa a who had for nine years been the valuer of the 


municipality in which the land is situated, and 
who is also retained by the Railways Commis- 
sioners for valuations in that district. “It may, 
therefore, be assumed that he is a gentleman of 
both knowledge and reputation. He values 
the land at £7,750, and, in addition, affirms 
that in no circumstances ‘ought this land to be 
purchased, because of its unsuitability for the 


_ purpose of which the Housing Commissioner 


would want it. In addition, the Department of 
the Valuer-General was applied to. New South 


_ Wales has created a Department, the purpose 
~ of which is to value all the lands of the State, 


poses 


; : 


and those valuations, becoming a public record, ° 


are available for municipal, State, and other 
purposes, and would also form the basis of 
_ resumption, should the State at any time desire 
- to acquire any parcel of land. This Department 
puts the value of this land at £6,225. : 
The Commissioner also directed his officers in 
Sydney to invite representatives of. the Re- 
turned Soldiers League and the secretary of 
the Soldiers and Citizens Political Party to 
accompany him on a visit of inspection of the 
“fYand. One of these gentlemen, Mr. Gortis, hap- 
_ pened to be a licensed surveyor . . but I am 
- stressing more particularly the fact that he is 
-a licensed surveyor. In the report he has been 
good enough to furnish he says the Bexley 
estate is totally unsuited for war service 
“homes. I do not know of any more sweeping 
condemnation than that; but he goes into 
details :— 

* About two-thirds of the allotment, as de- 
signed and marked out on the ground, are 
_ projected upon the rough precipitous slopes of 
the plateau. 
it is entirely unsuitable for building pur- 
of a nature required for soldier 
settlement. I am of opinion that at least £3 
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The land is so precipitous that _ 
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per foot would be required to make any of the 
allotments ready for building purposes. 

“The whole subdivision is a courageous, and 
almost impertinent, attempt to make hope 
triumph over experience. ‘The area is about 
one mile and a half from railway or tramway 
communication, and the intervening country is 
very rough, and badly provided with road 
ACCESS.’ 


Senator Ain. the 
senator reading from Hansard? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—No, I am read- 
ing seriatim replies to statements made by 
Senator Millen. . 

Senator Mitten.—Every word 
orable senator has just read appea 
Hansard. 

Senator NEEDHAM. —I am not = 
ing from Hansard, but from replies 
nished to statements made by Seg 
Millen. I indicated at the commene 
that I was reading a seriatim re 
Senator Millen’s speech, and if I; 
of order in so doing, the Presi 
tell me. 

Senator Prarren.—Whose reply is the 
honorable senator reading? 


Senator NEEDHAM. —The reply of 
Charles Myers and Co. 


‘Senator Pratrren.—Who are ee 
Myers and Co.? 


Senator NEEDHAM.—TI do not know. 


them. The statement proceeds— 


I consider that the value of the whole sub- 
division is about per foot frontage of. 
allotments : As-one sincerely inte- 
rested in the cause of the soldiers, I desire 
herewith to enter an emphatic protest against 
any suggestion that such unsuitable land 
should be made available for the soldiers. 


The answer is— . 


If the senator really believed these valua- 
tions to be anywhere near correct, why did 
Colonel Walker tell Myers and Co. he was 
willing to refer the subject of purchasing thie 
property to Lieutenant-Colonel Toll? He had 
official access to copies of valuations for- 
warded to the Deputy Commissioner, Sydney, 
which were subsequently confirmed by actual 
sales, from £2 up to £6 per foot. 

Obviously, Cortis- must have visited the 
wrong area, as his assessment of precipitous 
area differs from the surveyors who designed 
the estate, and the estate is only 700 yards in 
a direct line from the Bexley tram line, and 
three-quarters of a mile from Banksia Rail- 
way Station. 

The senator stressed the point that Mr. 
Cortis is a licensed surveyor. Apparently, 
Mr. Millen is under the rat Sap cn that a 


honorable 


i 
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licensed surveyor is an authority on build- 
ing. It never seemed to occur to Mr. Cortis 
that the presence of large quantities of sand- 
stone meant plenty of building material of a 
most substantial sort, and was an asset. 

If the senator had the slightest reliance on 
the accuracy of any of these valuations, it was 
his duty to immediately veto,any further nego- 
tiations with either Myers and Co. or Mrs. 
Mitchell direct. If, as Mr. Cortis says in the 
report, “He was good enough to furnish the 
land,” and the land is “totally unsuited for 
war service homes,’ why does Mr. Bailey sug- 
gest to Mrs. Mitchell the advisability of “ cut- 
ting out the agents” and taking £22 000 or 
£23,000 direct from the Housing Commis- 


enator Mirtrtemn.—The honorable sena- 
is now dealing with a_ statement 
has come to him through three 
I deny the statement abso- 
vy... He is: ‘building . on: “af. Mr. 
ey did this.’’ But Mr. Bailey did 


NEEDHAM.—As Major 
s not here, and Charles Myers ‘is 
not here, we can surely allow the state- 
ment to stand upon its merits. 

Another curious feature is that, when ques- 
tioned by Senator Gardiner as to the date of 
those valuations, Senator Millen Teplied— 
“They are all since Major Evans’ resignation.”’ 
He had previously proved to his own satis- 
faction that the major had not resigned. 

The PRESIDENT.—Order! I have 
been following the honorable senator at 
considerable length, and 1t appears to me 
that, if he is allowed to proceed, every 
person outside will have a right to take 
part in our debates here.. Standing order 
No. 414 reads— : 

No senator shall read extracts from news- 

papers or other documents, except Hansard, 
referring to debates in the Senate during the 
Same session. 
Senator Needham is reading, word for 
word, statements made by Senator Millen 
in this Chamber some time ago, which 
are reported in Hansard. He is also 
reading replies from some person outside 
to each of those statements. He 
is thus according to persons outside 
this Parliament a priwlege which has 
never before been accorded them, and et 
must rule him out of order. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—1 have no de- 
sire to challenge your ruling, sir. I bow 
to it, and shall probably embrace some 
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self. 


eee 


(Formal)+ ag 


7 


other opportunity of referring to if 
I come now to the letter from : 


matter. 
Charles Myers, which is addressed to my 
It reads— 


Sydney, 28th Suly, 1919. 
DEAR Sir, 


Referring to the call of our manager and | 


our conversations concerning Major Evans at 
his specific .request, we enclose herewith a 
résumé of the whole case. This, together with 


the facts which Major Evans supplied you © 
with, 


should form a most comprehensive out- 
line of the whole position, and, in justice to 


the Senate, the public, and Major Evans and 


ourselves, we feel sure that you will secure the 
means of its publication in Hansard, Our 
solicitor in Melbourne, Mr. J. W. McComas, 
will use his discretion regarding the copy that 
we have sent -him to be attached to the state- 
ment of the whlole facts and position lodged 
with Senator Millen’s secretary. This is a 


matter that must not be allowed to rest. . 


Firstly, the public must know the true facts; 
secondly, the Government must carry out its 
obligations to those from whom they pur- 
chased this property. 

With all good wishes, ~ 

Yours faithfully, 
CHARLES Myers & Co. Lp., 
Charles Myers, Managing Director. 

Enclos. 


Shall, I be in order’; in reading the sworn 
declarations ? 


The PRESIDENT.—It all iene 


upon what they contain. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—Then~ I shall 
proceed to read them. The statutory de- 
claration of Fergus 
reads— 

I, Fergus Gordon Matthew, of 63 Pitt. street, 
Sydney, in the State of New ‘Southi Wales, pub- 
lic accountant, do solemnly and sincerely de- 
clare as follows :— ieee 

The thirty-two sheets of type-written matter 
hereunto annexed, 
initialed by me, are true copies of— 


1. Letter to the Commissioner, War Service 


Homes Act, Repatriation Department, Mel- 
bourne, dated 27th February, 1919, from 
Charles Myers and Co. . 


Gordon Matthew . 


each of which have been * 


2. Letter to Colonel James Walker, War Ser- — 5 


vice Homes Commission, Melbourne, dated 


3rd March, 1919, from Fred. L. Lowther. 


3. Letter to the manager, Charles Myers and 
Co., Sydney, from James Walker, Melbourne, 


dated 25th March, 1919. 


4, Letter from Charles “Myers and Co. to 
Repatriation Department, | 


Colonel Walker, 
Melbourne, dated 26th March, 1919. 


5..Telegram from Charles Myers and Co. to 
Repatriation Depart-~ 


Homes Commissioner, 2: 
ment, Melbourne, dated 16th April, 1919. _ 


» 


Dismissal of 


Z 
; 
a 


~ 6. Letter to Major Jervois Evans, Deputy 
Housing Commissioner, from Charles Myers 
and Co., dated 2nd June. 

‘7. Letter from Charles Myers and Co. to 
Major W. D. Jervois Evans, War Service 
Homes Commissioner, Repatriation Building, 
Chalmers-street, Redfern, dated 10th June, 
B19. 

_. §. Letter from Charles Myers and Co. to 
Sa W. D. Jervois Evans, War _ Service 
- Homes Commission, Repatriation Building, 
Chalmers-street, Redfern, dated llth June, 
1919. 

9. Letter from Charles Myers and Co. to 
“Major Evans, War Service Homes Commission, 
Chalmers- street, Redfern, dated 12th June, 


eel O15, 


10. Letter to Charles Myers and Co. fhent 
W. D. Evans, dated 12th June, 1919. 
11. Letter from Charles Myers and Co. to. 
Major W. D. Evans, with extract from Sydney 
Morning Herald, 25th January, 1919, attached. 
12, Letter from W. D. Jervois Evans to 
Charles Myers and Co., dated 19th June, 1919. 
13. Letter from Charles. Myers and Co. to 
Major W. D. Evans, dated 20th June, 1919. 
14, Letter from Charles Myers and Co. to 
the Deputy Commissioner, Sydney, dated 21st 
Jung, 1919. 


. The PRESIDENT.—Order! The halt- 


hour’s extension granted to the honorable 
_ senator has expired, \ 


Senator MILLEN (New South wee 
Minister for Repatriation) [4.15].—Dur- 
ing a very long parliamentary experience 
I have listened to motions for the ad- 
journment of the Senate on many occa- 

sions, but I have never known. one in 
regard to which the time allotted under 
the Standing Orders has been so ruth- 
lessly wasted as it has been by the hon- 
orable senator. It may be interesting to 
him to get into Hansard what is really 
an index to correspondence which some- 
body else holds, but it does not help the 
matter one iota. There are only two cr 
three outstanding points in connexion with 
this question. 
that the honorable senator’s accusation, 
as applied to myself, is that Major Evans 
_was not dismissed from office but re- 
signed. Yet Senator Needham was not 
able to see that he, himself, cut the 
ground from under the feet of Major 
Evans when he read that gentleman’s 
letter of the 24th June last. In that 
letter, Major Evans protests against his 
peremptory dismissal, and says— 


I now ask, in the face of the grave injustice 
- to which I have been subjected, to be supplied 
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In the first: place I gather 
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with the reasons for your summary action in 
dismissing me from office. 

The gentlemay who wrote that now comes 
here and says, ‘‘ I resigned,” and Senator 
Needham echoes his statement. 


Senator GarpineR.—The honorable 
senator himself made the statement last 
week that Major Evans resigned. 

Senator MILLEN.—I did not. Last 
week, as appears in Hansard, I endea- 
voured to show that Major Evans’ pre- 
tence had no swhbstance in it. The only 
resignation which that. officer has put in 
is dated 17th July last. His notice of 
dismissal was dated 20th June las 
Nearly “a month later—for what rea 
son “I cannot conceive—Major Evan 
wrote a letter of resignation. 
seems to me that during that time s 
legal mind had been at work, h 
possibly, to discover a flaw in the no 
of dismissal, and had then sugges} 
three’ weeks after Major Evans lef 
—that he should put in a formal ™ 
of resignation. That was done long Min 
the matter had got into print. It is im- 
possible for any fair minded man to as- 
sume that when Major Evans wrote the 
letter protesting against his summary dis- 

missal, he had. any notion of talking re- 
signation. 

Senator Muricany.—Upon Sa date 
did his salary cease? 


Senator MILLEN.—He was relieved of 
office immediately. The letter of dis- 
missal was written on the 20th June last. 
The Housing Commissioner, who alone is 
responsible for appointments to, and dis- 
missals from, his staff, informed me that. 
he was going to Sydney for the purpose 
of dismissing Major Evans. I am, there- 
fore, personally able to say that on the 
0th J une, Colonel Walker had made up 
his mind to take that step. He took the 
letter over to Sydney, and delivered it 
to Major Evans himself, and this ac- 
counts for the fact that it was not de- 
livered until the 24th June. In view of 
these facts it is idle for Major Evans or 
Senator Needham to come here and pre- 
tend that there was any bond fide resig- 
nation on the part of the former gentle- 
man. 


Senator GARDINER.—-Was he dismissed 


‘because of entering into the contract in 


regard to the land at Bexley ? 
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Senator MILLEN.—I will come to 
that. 
afraid that I wish to skip any material 
points in this case. On the evidence that 
I have produced the only possible verdict 
is that Major Evans was dismissed. 

Now I come to the question as_ to 
whether the Mount Bardwell estate had 
anything to do with the dismissal. I 
have never said that it had. The very 
dates show that. What I did ‘tell the 
Senate was that I wanted to deal with 
this matter because of the volume ‘of 
criticism concerning it which had been 
ublished in Sydney. 

Senator Gardiner has drawn ’my at- 
ention to a statement contained in my 
revious speech, when, in reply to a 
estion put by him as to the date of the 
ations, I said they had all been made 
Major Evans’ resignation. 
sement, taken by itself, might be 
le of being misunderstood, but the 
mrengd of my speech on the previous 
O on showed that there had been no 
resignation. The point involved in Sena- 
tor Gardiner’s question was whether 
these were old valuations, and I stated 
in effect that they had been made since 
the departure of Major Evans from the 
office. 
I come now to the question of the 
Mount Bardwell estate. I have never 
said that the negotiations for its pur- 


chase had anything to do with Major - 


Evans’ dismissal. In my previous speecn 
I made it clear that the Commis- 
sioner knew nothing of the Mount 
Bardwell Estate at the time of dis- 
missal. 1 referred then to two sub- 
jects which were exciting a good deal of 
attention in Sydney, one being Major 
Evans’ statements, and the other the 
Mount Bardwell transaction. Af that 
time the Sydney newspapers were discus- 
sing the Mount Bardwell transaction, and 
I thought it desirable, for the reputation 
of the Department, that the action 
taken by the Commissioner in - regard 
thereto should be explained in public. 
The two things were intimately associated 
with one man, but I think I made it clear 
that Major Evans was dismissed for other 
reasons. 

_ Senator GarpInER.—That alters 
impression you created in my mind last 
week, 
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The honorable senator need not be - 


the 


‘(Pormaly 1 6 35 ok = | 


Senator MILLEN.—Unfortunately, 
am not able to quote the whole of my 
speech, but I invite the honorable gentle- iearet 
man to prove that ‘the one thing 
hinged” upon the other. So much — 
has been said about the Mount | 
Bardwell transaction, that I want to 
say a little more, and to give specific 
denials to certain definite statements. 
In the course of the statement read by — 
Senator Needham it is alleged that 
Colonel Walker knows the land. Colonel _— . 
Walker denies that. He states he was — 
taken out somewhere in the locality of 
the Mount Bardwell Estate to look at re 
some land, but he denies that this par- 
ticular estate was ever brought under his_ 
notice. It is stated also that he had 
dealings with Myers and Company. He 
denies this; unless the impression that he 
had dealings with Myers and Company is 
due to the fact that Mr. Myers, or some — 
one representing that gentleman, called __ 
at the Melbourne office, and left a plan 
or some letter bringing the estate under 
notice. That is the only dealing which 
Colonel Walker has ever had with Mr. ~— 
Myers, and Colonel Walker states that 
this matter was dealt with by the Sydney — 
office representative to whom the paper — 
was forwarded. .That is the only tran- 
saction which Colonel Walker had with 
Myers and Company. 

Senator McDoveati.—I do not think 
Mr. Cortis saw the land either. 


Senator MILLEN.—Mr. Cortisdamned 
Senator McDovgatt.—But he did not 
see it. | Shas ee 
Senator MILLEN.—I think, however, 
that I may dispense with all these valua- 
tions, because I intend to give the 
vendors’ own valuation a-month before it 
was offered to the Department. It is 
alleged, further, that Major Evans was ~ 
instructed by Colonel Walker to pur- 
chase this land. Colonel Walker abso- 
lutely denies that. He declares that when 
such matters are brought before the head 
office, following the usual course, they are 
sent to the deputies in the different States — 
with instructions to look into them. __ 


Senator Nespuam.—Then, so far as you 
are concerned, it is Colonel Walker’s 
statement against Major Evans’? — 


i 


t hr, ‘Dismissal of 
* ‘Senator MILLEN.—Yes; but we have 


this fact to the discredit of Major Evans 


- that whilst he claimed that he had re- 


signed from the Department, he has sent 


in a letter protesting against his dis- 


missal. Senator Needham has quoted a 


letter from Major Evans in which he says 


that not only did he rely on his own 


2 judgment as to the value of this land, 


but that he had three independent valua- 
tions to support his opinion. I inter- 


_ jected immediately, “ For whom were the 


valuations made?” That was a very im- 


portant point, and for the information of 
the Senate I may state that, so far as J 


can discover, these valuations were made 


_ for Myers and Company, the vendors. 
There is no record in the Department. of 
“any other valuation at that time, and 


curiously enough, Senator Needham has 
given corroboration of this theory by his 
reading of a prospectus of a company that 
was being formed for the purpose of pro- 


ceeding with the subdivision of the land 


_ prior to its being offered to the War: 


Service Homes Commissioner. One of the 


~gentlemen mentioned in ‘the prospectus 


is Mr. Cox, one of the valuers referred 
to by Senator Needham. Honorable 
senators will agree, I think, that a valua- 


- tion made for the vendor is about the last 
that should be accepted by any Govern- 
‘ment that has regard for the expenditure 

_- of public money. 


- Senator NeepHam.—But other valuers’ 


- hames are mentioned also. | 
Senator MILLEN.—Yes; I think the 


and Griffin. 


other valuers referred to were. Harrison 
It does not matter what 
their names are. If they had acted as 
valuers for the vendors they may be re- 
garded as unsuitable authorities by the 


-_ purchaser. 


In the course of my previous speech 


A I made a statement which I should like 


to explain. I was asked if I’ would table 
the correspondence dealing with this mat- 


_ ter, and I said in reply, that there was 
_ ho correspondence. 
to head office, and had no knowledge of 


I was referring then 


any correspondence that had passed _be- 
tween Major Evans and Myers and Com- 
pany. My statement was literally cor- 


- rect so far as it affected the head office. 


Since then I have obtained information 


concerning the correspondence in the 


r 
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Sydney office between Major Evans, the 
vendors, and other people. 
I. come now- to 
whether Major Evans authority 
to purchase the land. If, as is 
he was vested with this 
authority, then Myers and Company have 
only to proceed through the ordinary 
channels and they may complete the 
transaction. There is no doubt about 
that. I venture tosay that if they believed 


the 
had 


question 


Major Evans had authority to carry 


this transaction through, they would not 
have asked Senator Needham to waste the 
tyme of the Senate this afternoon in dis- 
cussing this matter. The Act is. quite 
clear upon this point. 

Senator NeepHAM.—The Senate did not ~ 
think I was wasting time, because I was 
given permission to speak beyond the 
time limit fixed. ; 

Senator MILLEN.—That was becau 
honorable senators did not want any, 
to be able to say that the Senate dg 
give Major Evans’ champion a 


to state his case. 


Senator SuHannon.—That was the only 
reason. 

Senator MILLEN.—Major Evans has 
attempted to make out that, although 
he was limited to a transaction inyolving 
not more than £1,000 where the purchase 
was by compulsory acquisition, he had a 
perfectly free hand to acquire, by nego- 
tiation, land in excess of that value. 
Parliament never meant that. 


Senator Earte.—And it is not in the 
Act. 

Senator MILLEN.—It is laid down 
clearly in the Act that the authority 
given to the Commissioner—not to his 
deputy—must not exceed £5,000, and 
that in transactions over that amount 
the proposal must be submitted for the 
approval of the Minister. If, as pro- 
vided in the Act, the Commissioner is 
limited to £5,000, would it not be an 
absurdity to say that he could give a 
Deputy Commissioner authority to ex- 
pend an unlimited amount? Under the 
power of delegation the authority given 
to a Deputy is expressly limited to 
£1,000 without reference to Melbourne 
office, and I point out that Major Evans ~ 
initialed that instruction, indicating 
plainly that he knew of it. Moreover, 
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at a conference in Melbourne, between 
the Commissioner and the Deputies, 
Major Evans fought strenuously, but un- 
successfully, to get an enlargement of 
this authority, so it is idle to pretend 
that Major Evans did not know the limit 
of his powers. 

I wish now to say a word or two about 
_ the valuations. I know that valuers of land 
differ very much in their ideas. It has 
been part of my experience to have some- 
thing to do with the valuation of land, 
and I know that there is frequently a 
wide difference of opinion between men 
whose competence no one would doubt, 
because perhaps one sees in certain land 
opportunities which another fails to dis- 
cern. But, even after making all these 
allowances, there are limits beyond which 
it is impossible to go. I ask the Senate 
to remember that the departmental valu- 
ation of this property was not made by 
eople interested in the sale, nor, ‘pre- 
ably, by people who wished to damn 
, the first place, there was the valu- 
made by the State Valuer-General. 
Tf there is one person to whom we may 
look with some degree of confidence as 
being unprejudiced, surely it is the 
official appointed by the Government of 
New South Wales to value the lands of 
the State generally, and ‘part of whose 
duty it is to see that the value of one 
block bears some relation to that of a 
block in a corresponding 
where. His valuation of this property 
was £6,225. I may point out that the 
vendors agreed to accept £25,000. Pre- 
viously they asked £31,000. If the true 
value was, as stated by the State Valuer- 
General, £6,225, there was nothing very 
melodramatic about the vendors drop- 
ping the price from £31,000 to £25,000. 
Another valuation was by Mr. McMillan, 
a valuer under the Local Government 
Act of New South Wales. He fixed the 
price at £7,750. Mr. Cortis, a licensed 
valuer, whom Senator McDougall appears 
to discredit, said that, as a representa- 
tive of the returned soldiers, he in- 
spected the ground with the officers of 
the Department, and fixed the value at 
5s. per foot frontage, as against 16s. per 
foot which the £25,000 fixed by the 
vendors would represent. . The municipal 
-unimproved value is £6,880, and im- 
proved value £7,100. But perhaps I can- 
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not do better than give the owners’ val 
ation as furnished to the Land Tax Com- 
missioner. 
Senator Grant.—That is the one 
et. he 4 
< Senator MILLEN.—I thought two 
people would be interested in this valua- 


tion—one being Senator Grant and the | 
The 


in’. the =% 


other the Taxation Commissioner. 
owner’s valuation, as set out 
Federal land tax return, was—unim- 
proved value, £2,200; improved, £2,900. 
I am not going to say that the values re- 
turned for land tax purposes are indica- 


tive of the true market value, but I do - 


regard it as a part of my duty to bring 
these facts under the notice of the Land 
Tax Commissioner. 
which I think we can demonstrate the 
actual value of the land. A month be- 


fore it was submitted to Major Evans, it 
was placed under offer to, and refused by, — 


the City Mutual Life Insurance Company 
for £12,000. In view of these facts, I do 
not propose to detain the Senate much 
longer, 
first portion of his address, a telegram 
from the Commissioner in Melbourne, 


which had already appeared in the Syd-— 
ney Morning Herald over the signature — 
Now, as that telegram — 


of Major Evans. 
was read by Senator Needham, it stated— 


Decided Commission cannot accept gift lands. , 


Attention particularly drawn Lithgow donation. 


I interjected that that was a mutilated 


telegram. The true one reads— 


Decided Commission cannot accept gift lands. 


unless property absolutely free from conditions 
governing subsequent dealings. 
ticularly drawn Lithgow donation. 


Senator Nrrpuam.—Woould the muti- a 


lation be to that extent? 


MILLEN.—Senator Need- 


‘Senator 


ham now is actually going to question my, 
statement that it is a mutilated telegram. — 
He did not stop to consider his brief 
sufficiently well to realize that he would © 


be reading that same telegram himself in 
the later portion of his remarks. The 
honorable 


he read the full telegram. 


Senator Nxrrpnam.—That 
any rate, that I was honest in 


my pur- 
poses, ae, 


Senator Needham read, in the — 


senator read the mutilated _ 
message first; and then, at a later stage, 


shows, at 


1° 


There is one way in 
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<t Senator MILLEN.—It shows, at least, 


that Senator Needham had not studied 
his brief. Major Evans, in his state- 
‘ment, provided for Senator Needham and 
furnished to the press—probably over- 


looking that the documents contradicted 
his own statement—put in a mutilated. 


telegram, and then, when supplying 
copies of the official documents, he failed 
to notice or realize that he thus gave 
away his own case, as has been proved 
here to-day. I do not know that I need 
bother any more about this matter. If 
shall be considerably disappointed, and 
I would regard the administration of a 
public department as almost intolerable, 
if, after the facts which I have given, I 
am to be worried any more upon this 


Senator GARDINER (New _ South 
Wales) [4.37].—I hope that criticism 
never will worry the Minister. Brt, if 
there is one thing which leaves him more 


open to criticism than any other, it is the 


fact, at this stage, that Major Evans was 
not discharged on account of his having 
entered into this contract for the pur- 
chase of the Bexley land. 
Senator Mirren.—I never said that he 
was. | 
Senator GARDINER.—Then the Min- 
ister was unfortunate in the language 
which he employed upon the last occasion 
of his addressing himself to this matter. 
Senator Millen distinctly left an impres- 
sion upon the minds of honorable sena- 
tors that that was the reason for Major 
Evans’ dismissal. | 

‘Senator Mirten.—I informed the 
Senate that the Commissioner in Sydney 
knew nothing about the Mount Bardwell 


estate until the transaction ‘was com- 


pleted. 

Senator 
prepared to quote the interjections of 
various honorable senators showing just 
what was in their minds. Senator de 
Largie, Senator Fairbairn, and _ other 


Senator Mirren.—You cannot hold me 
bound by those. 

Senator GARDINER.—I do not say 
that upon close examination it can be 
proved that Senator Millen directly 
stated that Major Evans was discharged 


CAPDINER-Thar Team: 


for the reason I have just mentioned; but 
the remarks of the Minister certainly 
conveyed that impression to the minds of 
those who heard him.. I am bound to say 
that I took up this matter without know- 
ing anything about the circumstances, ex- 
cept that I had had the advantage, 
twenty-five years ago, of occupying a seat 
in Parliament with Senator Millen, and 


‘that I am in a position, therefore, to 


know his methods and manmers,. He is 
the finest word painter, the finest drawer 
of pictures, of any man whom I know in 
public life. Those touches in his speech 
of a week or two ago were the touches of 
an artist. He referred to the land com- 


‘pany. of which a man named Erle Her- 


mann, and also a solicitor who hat teen 
struck off the rolls, were members. After - 
investigation, I have ascertained that this 
individual named Hermann never was a 
member of that company, 

Senator Mitten.—Will you say that he 
was never in any way associated with it? 

Senator GARDINER.—I believe him 
to be an employee of the company. 
Senator Millen stated that he was a mem- 
ber of that company, and that he had 
authority for so saying. 

Senator Mritten.—You will admit that 
he is an employee ? 

Senator GARDINER.—I want to say 
emphatically that I am not defending 
him, or any one associated with him or 
the company in question. I desire merely 
to get at the truth and the whole truth. 
Senator Millen said he was a member of 
the company. The Minister further stated 
that another member of the company was 
a discharged solicitor. There has never 
been any such member of the company. 

Senator Mrirten.—Will you admit that 
he also was an employee? 

Senator GARDINER.—I will not do 
80, because I know nothing about the em- 
ployees of that firm. 

Senator Mirten.—Have you seen a list 
of the shareholders ? : 

Senator GARDINER.—Yes, and I wil 
produce the list if required. 

Senator Mitten.—I would very much 
like to see it, because, so far, we have 
been quite unable to get hold of it. 

Senator GARDINER.—That is a most 
remarkable statement for a Minister to 
make; for I am assured that a company, 
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before it can be legally formed, must fur- 
nish a list of its shareholders to the autho- 
rities. i 

Senator Mituen.—The only way in 
which one can get that list of share- 
holders is ‘oy going to. the office of the 
company’s solicitors. 

Senator GARDINER.—The Minister’s 
statement was calculated to discredit the 
whole concern, because in the first place 
he introduced a solicitor who, he asserted, 
had been struck off the rolls, and, then, 
another individual who possessed a noto- 
rious reputation as a company promotor. 
Yet neither man is in any way connected 
with Charles Myers and Company. 

Senator Mitten.—I am glad of your 
admssion, however, that they are em- 
ployed there. 

Senator GARDINER.—As for any 
statement or admission of mine in this 
or any regard, I shall not withhold public 
information or facts which may be in my 
possession.  - 

Let us now wipe from our minds all 
impressions that the two individuals 
under discussion were members of the 
company at all. Also let us forget the 
statement or impression that Major 
Evans had been discharged because of 
his having entered into this particular 
contract. Since I spoke upon the sub- 
ject in the Senate a week or two ago, I 
have taken the opportunity to go over the 
estate. Senator Grant and I traversed 
the- whole of it; and if we did not go 
over every yard of it, I am certainly pre- 
pared to say that we looked over every 
single block on the estate. I propose to 
quote now from a statement which Senator 
Millen read, in which a Mr. Cortis made 
certain comments. I desire to say first, 
however, that I have before me a map 
of the estate in which all the distances 
are set to scale by the simple process of 
marking the plan, with the aid of a com- 
pass, in 4-mile circles. There can be no 
discussion or dispute as to the accuracy 

of my distances, then. I do not intend 
to get excited, nor to interest my- 
self on behalf of Myers and Company, or 
Earle Hermann, whom I do not know. 
But I do protest that the way in which 
this whole business has been made public 
is not the proper method. For the Min- 
ister to have indicated or hinted that a 


‘ be at 
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possibly reputable firm is in actual fact 

a set of land “ boodleiers,” who are delibe- 
rately trying to pass on an estate to the 
returned soldiers for 


£75 000 
Beriaine 
looks like it. 


EaRLeE.—Well, it cortainly ze 


Senator GARDINER.—On the Mania: o 


ter’s statement it does cortainly look like _ 
it. 


is full of inaccuracies. — 

Senator Mirten.—I have given the 
name of the company to whom an offer 
was actually made. 


Senator GARDINER.—Exactly; Spal 


in your last statement in this Senate you 


gave us six statements which were in 
accuracies, “5 
Senator Mrrrun.—I deny that, | 
Senator Baxuap.—Would- Senator — 
Gardiner, who states that he has gone 


-over the property, care to recommend it 


at-the higher price? 


Senator GARDINER.—I am ma here 
to do anything of the kind. I am not a 
land valuator, but I am prepared to say 
that, after having carefully gone oyer the © 
estate—having walked over almost every 
block, and having viewed any that I may 
not have traversed—there is no block on 


the estate for which I would not give 30s. 


a foot. | | 
‘Senator Mirren.—The Department 
possesses a letter from the City Mutual 
Insunanece Company giving us the nee 
as I stated them. 
Senator GARDINER—That, 


course, is additional information. I 


of | 


think, however, that it is quite possible — 


that the Minister has been misinformed 
by the various reports. 


that he could not have seen the estate. 


He may have thought he was examining __ 


it, but I feel positive, in view of his 
statements, that he could mot have dene — 
so. He said, for example, that about two- 
thirds of the allotments, as designed and 
marked out on the ground, are projected . 
upon the rough precipitous sandstone 

slopes of the plateau. 


an amount of a 
£25,000, when it is worth only £6,000 « Meese 


Senator McDovearz.—That statement - 3 a 


Having read the 
report of Mr. Cortis, I am of opinion — 


He continues that 
the land is so precipitous that it is en-  _ 


a 
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_ tirely unsuitable for buildings of a nature a party reports to the effect that a certain 
- required for soldier settlement. Mr. Cortis 


4 


~ -adds— : 


I am of the opinion that at least £8 a foot 


would be required to make any of the allot- 


‘ments ready for building purposes. 


I emphatically assert, after having made 
“my own investigations, that the great 


bulk of the allotments require no im- 
provements or alterations before build- 


ings can be erected upon them. ‘There 


are hundreds of sites upon the estate as 


foro) as a. billsard table: 


Senator Mirren.—What is the slope? 

Senator GARDINER.—From _ the 
northern side a new road has been made, 
which may be said to be on the slope. 
On the other side, however, one can 
travel along without noticing any rise 
whatever. Honorable senators should 
bear in mind that this land is less than 
6 miles from the Sydney Railway Station. 

Senator Kartz.—That is, direct? 
_ Senator GARDINER.—yYes. The 
railway runs within a mile of the estate, 
and there are no turnings in the route 


of the main southern railway down to 


the south coast. Mr. Cortis asserted that 


- the land would cost, at least, £2 a foot 
- to be put in order for building purposes. 


; I assert that it would cost nothing to 
-_ make it ready for the erection of build- 


ings. That is one reason why I am of 


~ opinion that Mr. Cortis must have tra- 


versed the wrong tract of land. There 
is no block which would entail any pre- 


- paratory building cost over and above 


that in connexion with a level piece of 
wand... . ; 


Senator Mrtren.—You infer, then, 


_ that they were asking too little for the 


estate. 

Senator GARDINER.—I am _ merely 
giving information according to the 
opinions which I formed as the result of 
my observations. Mr. Cortis said that 
the area is about 14 miles from railway 
oer tramway communication, and that the 


intervening country is very rough and 


badly provided with road access. He 
could not have seen the land. The map 


before me shows that from the Arncliffe 


Railway Station the distance to this land 


is a mile, and that from the estate-to the 
tram it is only a matter of 700 yards. If 


site is 1$ miles from railway and tram- 
way communication, whereas it is only 
1 mile from the railway and 700 yards 
from the tramway, then he must have 
looked over the wrong property. This 
estate is within 2 miles of Botany Bay. 
The Bexley tramway runs to the Arn- 
cliffe Railway Station, which is 1 mile 
from the property, and the tramway line 
en route to Arncliffe runs within 700 
yards of the estate. Is it not fair to 
assume, in view of the divergence between 
Mr. Cortis’ estimate of the distance and 
the actual facts that he must have made 
1 mistake in his examination? I am try- 
ing to look from a charitable point of 
view upon Mr. Cortis’ report. Honor- 
able senators know full well that land 
valuations vary. When a big estate is 
subdivided, there is nothing very extra- 
ordinary in the fact that its value is 
judged to be much greater than when it 
was one whole block. . 

Senator Mirten.—But when you buy 
a piece of land before subdivision you do 
not pay retail prices for it. 

Senator GARDINER.—It is an en- 
tirely different thing to say that such a 
property as this is worth only 5s. a foot. 
No man can be looked upon as a judge 
of land values throughout the whole 
country; but to say that land such as the 
estate In question is worth only 5s. a 
foot when it is within 6 miles of the Syd- 
ney Central Railway Station is alto- 
gether misleading. In my judgment, it 
is worth from 30s. to £2 a foot; or, at 
any rate, I am willing to. say that 30s. to 
40s. is much nearer the true value than 
5s. a foot. : 

Senator 
block ? 

Senator GARDINER.—yYes. I am 
sure the Minister has been misinformed. 
But if that land is worth 80s. in its pre- 
sent condition 

Senator Mirteyn.—It is worth 5s. 

Senator GARDINER.—Then I would 
not be in the least surprised to discover, 
when it 1s sold, that it had fetched 60s. 
a foot. About 12,000 feet have been 
sold, and one block, which was purchased 
for prospective values realized £6 per 
foot, whilst another 1,000 feet were sold 


Mirten.—In a wholesale 
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at £2 per foot. There are thousands of 
feet of land which, I believe, are equally 


as good as that sold at £2 per 
foot. These are the facts, and 
they are supported by Senator 
Grant, who is a man of common 
sense, and one who took considerable 


trouble in looking over the land. The 
land is there, and any one who is inter- 
ested can inspect it for himself. The 
Minister has been misinformed by the re- 
ports he has received, just as he has 
been in connexion with the Lithgow land. 
I believe a mistake has been made over 
the Lithgow property. Senator Newland 
stated that it was all swampy country. 

Senator Newianp.—I did not say any- 
thing of the kind. 

The PRESIDENT.—The 
senator’s time has expired. 

Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [4.51].—As one who has looked 
into this transaction very closely since 
we were here last, I believe there has 
been some roguery or foolery, as stated 
by the Minister, but that he has struck 
the wrong nail on the head. He 
should call’ for an investigation to 
get the matter thoroughly cleared up. I 
am not going into the values of the land, 
but I am going to say that the statement 
read by the Minister has been compiled 
by some officer who is trying to smother 
up something. It is bristling with in- 
accuracies, if not deliberate falsehoods. 
I do not say that the Minister knows any- 
thing about them, but the statement has 
been compiled with the idea of smother- 
ing up something. 

Senator Mriten.—Will you indicate 
one of the statements which is inaccu- 
rate ? 

Senator McDOUGALL.—I will with 


honorable 


pleasure. One is in connexion with the 
Lithgow land. ; 
Senator Mui.iuten.—This adjournment 


was not moved to deal with the Lithgow 
land. 

Senator McDOUGALL.—I 
dealing with it. 

Senator Mitten.—I think you are. 

Senator McDOUGALL.—May I be 
permitted, Mr. President, to ator to the 
Lithgow land? 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—The honorable senator is in 
order in merely referring to it. 


am not 
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Senator McDOUGALL.—There are 
inaccuracies and false statements in con- 
nexion with the Lithgow land. 

Senator Miitten.—I propose to take 
your ruling, Mr. President, as to whe- 
ther the honorable senator is right in 
dealing with the Lithgow land under this 
motion. 

The PRESIDENT.—The motion is 
specifically worded to deal with the case 
of Major Evans, and the Mount Bardwell 
estate purchase. The Standing orders 
are emphatic on the point, and the hon- 
orable senator cannot deal with any other 
question. 

Senator McDOUGALL.—I contend 
that’ I am speaking within the terms of 
the motion, and the Minister referred 
to the two. ; 

Senator Mituen.—I did not. 


Senator McDOUGALL.—I will find 
some other occasion to deal: with the in-~ 
accuracies to which I have referred in 
connexion with the other land. One in- 
accuracy is that the members of this com-- 
pany are undesirable citizens, that a 


member of this company has served time a 


in gaol, and that another one has been 
struck off the rolls. The man who put 
that into a statement for the Minister is 
attempting to mislead him and to 


smother up something. Senator Gardiner ~ 


has shown that the distance of the land 


from the railway in the Minister’s state- — 


ment is wrong. 

Senator Miitien.—He has reRuced to 
only one of these officers who reported on 
the proposition, and has left out all refer- 
ence to the others. 

Senator GarpINER —My time would 
not permit me to deal with all of them; 
otherwise I would have gone ese the 
lot. 

Senator MILLEN. You do not spent 
that we should purchase Mount Bardwell 
Estate ? i 

Senator McDOUGALL.—Not a bit of 
it. I would not suggest purchasing it or 


the Lithgow land either. It is better — 


land than we have in other places the 
same distance from Sydney, that have 
been sold for £5 per foot, it is an outrage 


to ask men who have to work on the 


wharfs to pay such an excessive price. 
Colonel Walker, according to the Min- 
ister’s statement, has ..had’sem umstoan’ 
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| sight of .the land, and I believe he was 


over the place. 
Senator Mritten.—Are you saying that 
he was on the land? | 


Senator McDOUGALL.—I believe he 
I am going to believe what the 
Although I was debarred 
from replying to Senator Newland when 
he made a most outrageous statement 
about an old gentleman seventy-three 
years of age, who was desirous of helping 
returned soldiers by making the presenta- 
tion to them. There is no likelihood of 
any one spending large sums of money in 
that locality until he has an assurance of 
continuity of employment in that district. 
If the Small Arms Factory were perma- 
nently established the land would have 
been sold long ago. 

Senator NEwLanp.—I have not said a 
word against that respectable old gentle- 


man, and you have no right to say that 


I have. 
Senator McDOUGALL.—It is there all 


right, if you will look it up in Hansard. 


I believe the honorable senator was not 
in a sane mind when he made the state- 
ment, and he was then smarting under 
some fancied injustice that he had _ to 
suffer by some senator wasting time when 
he was waiting to address the Senate. 


In justice. to the soldiers there 
should*® be an inquiry, and I _ hope 
one will be instituted as quickly as 


possible. I hope that every one who has 
had anything to do with the case will 
have the opportunity of proving their 
bona fides so far as their transactions 
with the Government are concerned.’ I 
have not had the pleasure of seeing 
the Bardwell estate, but I had the 
opportunity of inquiring from _ the 
vendors of the land, and from 
others who have been connected with it. 
I am perfectly satisfied that the informa- 
tion given by the Minister is inaccurate; 
that somebody has something to cover 
up, and that the wrong man has been 
sacked. ; 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[5.0].—It is singular that, whilst we are 
on the threshold of making efforts to 


‘secure lands for returned soldiers these 


two transactions should have brought 
forth a whole volume of scandal. The 
valuations given this afternoon by the 


—_ 


Minister may be, and no doubt “are, .the 
valuations made by those gentlemen, but 
I am surprised at the enormous difference 
in the figures*quoted. The first amount 
is £31,000, and then it is reduced to 
£25,000 when the Commonwealth desires 
to purchase the estate,. whilst for local 
taxation and Federal taxation purposes 
the estate is valued at only £7,500. I. 
am of the opinion that the local valua- 
tions, and that of the Federal authori- 
ties, are all below the mark, and that in 
this, as well as in other instances, the 
holders of large estates are escaping their 
just share of taxation. The Federal 
Taxation Commissioner should, I think, 
be called upon to explain why a valuation ~ 
of £7,500 was placed on the property. 
This gentleman is a highly paid officer, 
with a big staff, and is supposed to 
place something like the true valuation 
on the properties assessed. They are ap- 
parently asking these people to pay on a 
valuation of £7,500, and with the ex- 
emption of £5,000—which I am glad to 
say the Labour party, at their Federal 
Conference, determined to have repealed 
—the taxable value is reduced to £2,500. 


The PRESIDENT.—The honorable 
senator is discussing land taxation 
generally, and this is not the question be- 
fore the Chair. 


Senator GRANT.—I am merely ex- 
pressing my surprise at the difference be- 
tween the selling price of~the land and 
the price at which it is assessed for taxa- 
tion purposes. I inspected the land, and 
also that at Lithgow, which at present is 
not under consideration. In regard to 
the estate at Bexley, I wish to support 
the statement made by Senator Gardiner 
to the effect that it is excellent building 
land. To say that that land is worth only 
ds. per foot is absurd. If it were put up 
at auction to-morrow it would fetch an 
average of a good deal more than £2 per 
foot. Land about Sydney is very valu- 
able, and is increasing in value every day. 
There may, and I suppose there must, \be 
something in connexion with the estate 
which has not been disclosed. It may be 
that access to the estate will be very 
costly, and that before it is sold access to 
it must be provided. But if that be so, 
it is somewhat strange, not to use another 
term, that already a number of blocks on 
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the. estate have been sold, and that a 
number of cottages have been erected 
upon it. These matters should be in- 
quired into. It is altogether inexplicable 
to me that it should be suggested that 
this block of land is worth only 5s. per 
foot. There is no land in the neighbour- 
hood, or even a long way out from it, 
that could be obtained at anything ap- 


proximating that price. Tt is a matter of | 


very great surprise to me that it should 


be valued at such a price either by the ™ 
local authorities or the Federal Taxing 


Commissioner. 

Personally I am not very much en; 
- amoured of the idea of constructing a 
large number of houses together for re- 
turned soldiers. I think the scheme 
adopted by the Commonwealth Bank of 
agreeing to purchase vacant blocks of land 
in any suitable position, and erecting on 
them homes for returned soldiers, when- 
ever they may require them, is very much 
better than the erection of a large num- 
ber of homes together for returned men. 
In my view it is better that the returned 
soldiers should be assimilated with the 
general population as soon as_ possible, 
than that they should be set apart in 
settlements by themselves. 


Enough has been said by _ the 
Minister or by previous speakers to 
justify a searching inquiry into this 


matter. If it is true that. the 


difficulty of access to this estate is so. 


great that the land is really not worth 
more than 5s. per foot, that should be 
definitely established by inquiry. If, on 
the other hand, it is true that the land is 
worth a great deal more, and that homes 
for returned soldiers are urgently re- 
quired, that also should be estalblished by 
inquiry. There is an opinion, which I 
_ share, that the Government are not at all 
anxious to erect homes for returned 
soldiers. I have said before that if they 
were, seeing that we have placed an un- 
limited amount of money at their dis- 
posal, thousands of such homes would be 
_ erected to-day. Yet I do not know of 
one that has been completed so far, al- 
though the War Service Homes Act was 
passed more than seven months ago. I 
understand that a few soldiers’ homes 
have been commenced, and that a. few 
may be completed inside of two months. 
It may be that in appointing Commis- 


Senator Grant. 
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sloners and Deputy Commissioners under — > 
the War Service Homes Act the Govern- 


ment are only misleading, deceiving, and 
deluding the returned men into the belief 
that they are going to be provided with 
homes. That may be one reason. why 
this estate was not accepted. I do not 


say that that was the reason, but I do — 


say that that interpretation may be put 
upon the refusal of it. 
on an effort will be made to secure a full 
and complete inquiry into this matter. 


Senator. NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 
talia) [5.10.J—In submitting my motion 
I was constrained to read a number of 
documents in order that the Senate and 
the country should be supplied with some- 


I hope that later _ 


thing in the nature of a rebuttal to the 


Minister’s statement concerning Major 


7 


bat 


me % 
= ey 


he 
Le 
; 


Evans’ connexion with the purchase of _ 


the Mount Bardwell estate. The hon- 
orable senator has since replied, and he 
appeared to be a little ruffled about the 
matter. He was anxious about the time 
of the Senate being occupied, and sug- 


gested that by my motion the time of the te 


Senate was being wasted, but I think he 
missed the main point, and that is that — 


the honour and integrity of Major W. 
D. J. Evans have been impugned. 


Senator Colonel Rowrrn.—And of 
Myers and Company, also. + fg 


Senator 
bothered in this matter about anything 
but the honour and integrity of Major 
Evans. The Minister for Repatriation, 
speaking here under cover of privilege, 
has unconsciously impugned his honour 
and integrity. I venture to say, if I can 
judge from the chorus of approbation 


from honorable senators opposite which — 


greeted Senator Millen’s remarks on the 
17th July, when he placed Major Evans 
in the pillory, so to speak, an impression 


= 


was left on their minds that Major Evans 
had been guilty of some dishonest action. 


That impression is in the minds of the 
public of Australia to-day, and it was in 
order to secure an inquiry into this mat- 
ter by some impartial tribunal that TI 
moved the adjournment of the Senate. 
I hold no brief for Charles Myers and 
Company. I do not know them. I hold 


NEEDHAM. — I am not 


~_ 


no brief for any man who is guilty of — te 


the reasons for his dismissal. 
17th July, the Minister for Repatriation 


Dismissal of — 


“ts ose, 1919. 1 


Major W. D. Evans. 11239 


Senator Rerm.—The Minister did not 


Se wrong-doing; but as an wack repre- 


sentative in this Senate of the people of 


K the Commonwealth. I do hold a brief 
for any man who is tried and condemned, 


and judgment pronounced upon him in 


his absence, and without his being given 


‘an opportunity to put in one word in his 
own defence. The Minister’s reply to 
me this afternoon proves that when Major 
Evans was dismissed he, was not given 
On the 


said, in connexion with the purchase of 
the Mount Bardwell Estate, that Major 
Evans was either a fool or a rogue. I 
ask the honorable senator now if he will 
give Major Evans a chance to prove 
that he was neither a fool nor a rogue. 
Not only are the honour and integrity of 
_ Major Evans at stake, but the honour of 
his family is also at stake. 
stigma cast upon the wife and children of 
a reputable citizen of this country if the 
‘Minister’s statement were allowed to go 
without challenge. 

Let me try to condense the whole of 
this debate. F quoted from sworn docu- 
-ments this afternoon, and the Minister 
for Repatriation has replied, advised by 
Colonel Walker, the Chief Commissioner 
under the Housing Scheme. The docu- 
ments I submitted were sworn to, and 


were supplied by Major Evans and by 


Myers and Company, and the whole mat- 
ter boiled down is whether the word of 
Colonel Walker can be taken as against 
that of Major Evans. The Minister for 
Repatriation has no personal knowledge 
of the matter; he is advised by Colonel 
Walker. I have no personal knowledge 


of the matter, and I am advised by Major 


Evans. This is a case in which there is 
doubt, and in accordance with the ordi- 
nary principles of British justice I appeal 
to the Minister for Repatriation and to 
the Senate to give Major Evans a chance 


before another tribunal to prove his 


innocence. The Minister has _ said 
that he hopes he may never again 
be ruffled about questions such as this in 
- connexion with matters of public adminis- 
tration. I am not concerned about the 
feelings of the Minister, who has used his 
position in this House to attack a man 
outside. 


honour of Major Evans. 


Imagine the . 


attack him. He made statements in 
answer to statements pace by Major 
Evans. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—The Minister 
made statements which impugned the 
Senator Reid 
cannot deny that. I hope that some time 
to-day or to-morrow the Minister for Re- 
patriation will make another statement, 
informing honorable senators that an 1m- 
partial inquiry will be held into the whole 
business. The honorable senator says 
that the reputation of the Department is 
at stake. 


Senator Barnzs.—lIt has gone. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—TI never knew 
that the Department had a reputation at 
all. 


Senator Mrrten. — The 
senator is trying to give it one. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I am con 
cerned about the reputation and charac- - 
ter of Major Evans. They are at stake, 
and I ask the Minister for Repatriation 
to arrange for an impartial inquiry into 
this matter. JI have nothing more to say 
at this stage, except that unless an im- 
partial tribunal is appointed to inquire 
into this matter by the Senate or by the 
Government, the innuendo and suggestion 
of wrong-doing and wrong-dealing will 
remain at the door of Major Evans. I 
ask the leave of the Senate to withdraw 
my motion. 


Motion, by 
cordingly. 


honorable 


leave, whens ac- 


Senator Garprner.—I should like, as 
a point of order, to ask whether before 
the next business is-proceeded with I 
should be in order in giving notice for 


the appointment of a Select Committee 


to inquire into this matter. 


The PRESIDENT.—The Standing 
Orders are emphatic that at the con- 
clusion of notices of motion and questions 
the business of the day is proceeded with. 
The honorable senator would, therefore, 
not be in order in giving his notice of 
motion now. 
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Public Service. 


WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT. 


Resiwents or Enemy Oritgin—ExtTEnsion 
or Act. 


Senator BARNES asked the Acting 
Minister for Defence, woon notice— 

1. What is being done regarding the regula- 
tion requiring certain people to report them- 
selves to the police regularly? 

2. Is it proposed to repeal such regulation, 
and so give these people their liberty? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The answers 


are—— 

1. Section 4 of the Aliens Restriction Order, 
which makes it incumbent upon enemy aliens 
to report weekly, is still in operation. 

2. It is not proposed to repeal this section of 
the Aliens Restriction Order at present. 

Senator BAKHAP asked the Minister 
‘representing the Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 

Has the Administration taken into con- 
sideration the stating of a case for submission 
to the High Court in order to determine the 
constitutional validity of the Act intituled 
“ An Act to extend the duration of the War 
_ Precautions Act 1914-1916, and for other pur- 
poses,” wlrich extends the operation of the War 
Precautions Act after a state of peace has been 
reached ? 


Senator MILLEN.—In view of advice 
which the Government obtained before 
the introduction of the Bill for the Act in 
question, it is not considered that any 
necessity exists for the submission of the 
Act to the High Court in the manner sug- 
gested by the honorable senator. 


PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Barnett INQUIRY. 


Senator BARNES asked the Minister 
representing the Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 


1. Has any report been submitted by the 
Commission appointed to inquire into whether 
there are any persons, alien or of alien extrac- 
tion, employed in the Public Service? 

2. If so, what is the nature of such report? 

3. What action has the Government taken on 
such report? 

4, Who were the employees affected ? 


Senator MILLEN.—The;answer 
plied is— 

1 to 4. A number of reports have been re- 
ceived from the Royal Commissioner, who con- 


sidered the cases of 768 officers. The Commis- 
sioner has. recommended that 719 of these offi- 


sup- 


eers be retained in the Publie Service, for the 
reasons that their alleged enemy origin has not 
been proved, or, if proved, that it is either too 
remote ‘or is ‘accompanied by circumstances 
which did not justify a recommendation of 
discontinuance of services. In 35 eases, the Com- 
missioner has recommended that the officers’ ser- 
vices be not retained, and 14 cases have not 
been completed for various reasons, such as 
traffic restrictions, and delays in furnishing 
evidence. 

In accordance with a promise which the Act- 


ing Prime Minister made on 20th December, | 


1918, each of the officers whose dismissal has 
been recommended by the Commissioner has 


been given an opportunity of making repre- - 


sentations, with a knowledge of the questions 
and answers and the recommendation of the 
Commissioner, to show why he should . not be 
dismissed or punished. 

After fully considering the Gommission re- 


commendations and the representations of the 


officers concerned, it has been decided to dis- 


continue the services of ten officers. Other cases, — 


in which dismissal was recommended by the 
Commissioner, are now under consideration. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 


Moruers’ Bapgess. 


Senator McDOUGALL asked the ee 


ing Minister for Defence, wpon notice— 
1. Is it a fact that there are over 20,000 ap-- 


plications from soldiers’ mothers to the De- ° 
fence Department for nearest. family relative © 


badges? 


2. Is it a fact that some of these aarti 2 


tions were made over two years ago? 
3. Is the Minister aware whether mothers of 


soldiers who went away five years ago are 


still unable to obtain a badge? 

4. Could the Minister say “how many appli- 
cations within the whole of the Commonwealth 
have not been dealt with? 

5. If the Melbourne contractors are unable 
to supply medals to the New South Wales dis- 
tricts, will the Minister consider the advisa- 


bility. of cancelling and re-letting the contract 


to New South Wales manufacturers who are 
prepared to give immediate delivery? 

6. Is there any penalty clause in the existing 
contract for delay in druverye 


Senator meee — The answers 
aL 

Toes, 

2. 3 Yes. 

3. As applications are still being received 
from relatives of soldiers who enlisted in the 
early stages of the war, and the badges are 


a 


being distributed in eee of receipt of ap- i 


plications, it is possible a few applications are 
held on account of men who, embarked in 1914. 

4. Approximately 70,000 applications have 
been received in excess of the number of 
badges delivered by the contractors and issued. 


ae 
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5. The contractor was well up to time until 
the power restrictions necessitated cessation of 


- manufacture. 


6. There are penalty clauses, but as the con- 
tractor, until the power restrictions came into 
operation, was up to contract time with de- 
liveries no action can be taken to cancel the 
contract in respect of delay. 


COMMONWEALTH PUBLIC 
WORKS COMMITTEE ACT. 


AMENDMENT oF Act—Evastion oF Act. 


Senator KEATING asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 

Is it the intention of the Government to in- 
troduce a Bill this session to amend the Com- 
monwealth Public Works Committee Act 
1913-1914 on the lines suggested in paragraph 


12 of page 7 of the Fourth General Report of 
the Pariiamentary Standing Committee on 


- Public Works, recently presented to Parlia- 
_ment and printed? 


Senator MILLEN.—This matter is 
under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment. 


Senator KEATING asked the Minis- 


- ter representing the Prime Minister, upon 


notice— 
1. Has the Government. noted in paragraph 
10 of the Fourth General Report of the Parlia- 


mentary Standing Committee on Public Works 


which was recently presented to Parliament 
and printed, the contention of the Committee 
that Government Departments, by the splitting 
up of expenditure and other means, have evaded 
the Act providing for the Committee’s investi- 
gations of and report to Parliament upon the 
necessity and cost of certain proposed works 
so that Parliament could be fully informed be- 
fore committing itself to expenditure? 

2. Will the Government take any, and what, 
action thereon? | 

3. If not, why not? 


Senator MILLEN.—The whole report 


is being considered in connexion with the 
amending legislation suggested. , 


‘BLYTHE RIVER IRON DEPOSIT. 


GOVERNMENT OprTion. 


- Senator PRATTEN asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 

1. What is the position with regard to the 


option given to the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment to acquire the Blythe River iron deposit? 


2. Does the Government intend proceeding 
further with the matter? 


3. If so, (a) has the option been renewed; 
(6) upon what terms; (¢) upon whose recom- 
mendation? 


Sonator’ Mi aii bas anewor sa 


1 to 3. The term of the option granted to 
the Commonwealth over the Blythe River iron 
deposit has been extended, free of additional 
charge, for a period of three months from the 
Ist June, 1919. The experts engaged to ex- 
amine and report on the property have not 
yet completed their investigations, but as soon 
as their report is received the matter will be 
fully considered. 


WOOL. 


WENTWoRTH ParK Woou StorEes—Pro- 


EITS ON SKINNED Woot. 


Senator PRATTEN asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 3 


1. What was the total cost of the wool stor- 
age buildings erected in Wentworth Park, 
Sydney? . 

2. What firm or firms carried out the work? 
3. To whom was the money paid? 

4. Were public tenders called or. prices ob- 
tained before the work was started? 

5. Is the financial responsibility solely on 
account of the Wool Pool? 

6. Has Parliament any control in connexion 
with this or similar expenditure? 


Senator MILLEN. — The 
are— 


The Chairman, Central Wool Committee, ad- 
vises as follows:— 


1. £75,941 3s. 3d. 

2. Messrs. Stuart Brothers, 
Sydney. 

3. Central Wool Committee remitted the 
necessary amounts to a special account ope- 
rated upon by a building sub-committee, com- 
prising the chairman and vice-chairman of the 
New South Wales State Wool Committee, and 
two members of the Central Wool Committee, 
Messrs. F. B. S. Falkiner, M.P., and Andrew 
Moore. 

A, No. 

a. y es. 

6. No. The control is vested in the Central 
Wool Committee, acting practically as trustees 
for the Australian wool growers and the Im- 
perial Government. 


Senator PRATTEN asked thé Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


Camperdown, 


Does the Central Wool Committee purport 
to exclude skinned wool from participation in 
London profits; if so, by what authority? 


answers . 
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Senator MILLEN.—The answer is— 


The Central Wool Committee resolved prior 
to the opening of the wool season 1918-1919 
and during the currency of the wool scheme 
which terminates on 30th June, 1920, that 
skin wools would not participate in any divi- 
dends over and above the flat rate of 153d. 
per lb. on & greasy basis. 

The resolution was confirmed by the Acting 
Prime Minister. 


‘ 


TASMANIAN RIFLE CLUBS. 
Issvusc or RIFLE BARRELS. 


Senator O7KEEFE asked the Acting 
Minister for Defence, upon notice— ~ 


1, Are there any rifle barrels available for 
issue to rifle clubs in Tasmania? 


2. Ii not, when will they be available? 

3. Will the Minister lay on the table a re- 
turn showing the number of rifle barrels is- 
sued in Tasmania from Ist December, 1918, to 
Oth June, 1919, together with the names of 
persons to whom ‘they were issued? 

Senator RUSSELL. 
3 od M Coe cas 

l. Yes. 

2. See answer to’ No. l. 


— The answers 


3. The information sought is being obtained. 


RABBIT MYXOMA. 


Senator EARLE asked the Minister 
representing the Prime Ma§nister, wpon 
notice— 


1. Has his attention been directed to a para- — 


graph appearing in the Science and Industry 
magazine for July, page 187, in which it is 
suggested to introduce into Australia a 
disease known in Rio de Janeiro as Rabbit 
Myxoma for the destruction of rabbits? 


2. If so, will the Government, in considera- 
tion of the evident abominable cruelty of such 
a disease and the possible risk to the public, 
take steps to emphatically forbid such intro- 
duction? 


Senator MILLEN. — The answers 
og 2 Ft ore 
1. The suggestion that the virus of this 


disease should be introduced into Australia 
was merely incidentally mentioned by Pro- 


fessor Aragao, of Rio de Janeiro, and has not 


been approved by any scientist in Australia. 


2. If any proposal is authoritatively made 
by local scientists to import this disease, the 
matter will first be very carefully considered 
in all its aspects by the Government’ before 
permission to do so is accorded. 
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Note Printing Office. 


NOTE PRINTING OFFICE. —_ 


RECOMMENDATION or Pusiic AccouNTS © 


CoMMITTEE. 
Senator EARLE asked the : 
representing the Treasurer, upon notice— 


Minister — 


1. Is it a fact that the Government has ac- 
quired land in Victoria-parade, Melbourne, for _ 


on, viz., Note Printing Office? 

2. Has the Government considered the report. 
of the Joint Committee of Public Accounts on 
the Commonwealth expenditure upon premises, 


presented to the Senate on 19th November, — 


1918. If so, is it the intention of the Go- 


vernment to give effect to the recommendations — 


contained in that report? 


the purpose of erecting a public building there- ie 


Senator RUSSELL. — The answers _ 


ALCa= 

1. Yes. 

2. The Government has considered the re- 
port referred to,-and it is the intention of the 
Government to give effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee when a suitable oppor- 
tunity offers. It may be mentioned that the 
decision to remove the Note Printing Office 
from its present site was arrived at only after 
consideration of the great fire risk which at 
present exists, the unsuitability of the present 
location of the Note Printing Office, and the 
want of room for expansion. Further, the 


Customs Department is anxious to make use of 


the existing building for storage purposes. 
The selection of the land in Victoria-parade 
does not conflict with the recommendations of 
the Committee. Apart from the important 
considerations that the new site is convenient 
to the Treasury, and that the atmospheric con- 
ditions are good, an opportunity is offered to 


erect an up-to-date building capable of expan-— 
‘sion, and one in which the vital matter of fire 


risk can be reduced to a minimum. 3 
KALGOORLIE AND PORT 
AUGUSTA RAILWAY. 
_BaLLAstTIne or LINE. 
Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 


ister representing the Minister for Works ~ 


and Railways, wpon notice— 


1. Will the Government take immediate es a 


to commence the hallasting of transcontinental — 
railway from both ends of line? 

2. Will the Government also immediately — 
proceed to arrange for excavations of dams, — 
particularly on the western section of the 
line? 


aze=— 

1..The matter will be considered in connexion 
with the Estimates of expenditure for 1919- 
20 now under consideration. 

2. It is not for the time being proposed ‘to 


excavate additional tanks in the western sec- oy 


ee 


tion. 


a § 5 arts 


Senator RUSSELL. — ae answers 
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aes WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 


sy wake URCHASE oF SHAW WIRELESS “Worxs— 
ro s Marconrt versus ComMoNWEALTH. 


a fe Senator N EKEDHAM asked the Leader 
of the Government in the Senate, upon 
=~ n0t1ce— 


1, Will the Minister lay on the table of the 

Senate all the correspondence that passed be- 

‘ tween ex-Senator Long and the Acting Prime 

_ Minister regarding a judicial inquiry into the 

purchase of the Shaw Wireless Works, Rand- 
wick, New South Wales? 

2. Will the Minister lay on the table of the 
Library all papers, reports, and correspond- 
ence in connexion with the settlement of the 
case Marconi versus Commonwealth for al- 
leged infringement of patent rights? 


Senator MILLEN. — The answers 
 are—. ‘ 

1. I lay on-the table a copy of the corres- 
pondence referred to by the honorable sena- 
tor. 

2. I shall consult the Ministers concerned as 
to whether there is any objection to complying 
with the honorable senator’s request. 


- are - CENSORSHIP. 
Prourpirep Books. 


erates BARNES. asked the Acting 
Minister for Defence, wpon notice— 

- 1. What are the names of the prohibited 
books that have been destroyed under ghee 
regulations? 

2. To whom did they belong? 
3. What was their estimated value? 


Senator RUSSELL. — The answers 
“are— 

1. The names of the prohibited books that 
have been destroyed are those which have ap- 
peared in the various Commonwealth Gazettes 
as prohibited under regulation 28an, War Pre- 
cautions Regulations 1915. 

_2. As they were prohibited under’ the above 
regulation they were resnullius. 

- 3. No estimation as to their value has been 
made. 


~ WAR MUSEUM, 


New Guinea AND Marsuaty Istanps 
STAMPS. 


Senator Colonel ROWELL asked the 
Minister representing the Postmaster- 
General, upon notice— 

Will the Government supply each State for 


its War Museum a complete set of the New 
Guinea and Marshall Islands stamps? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The answer is— 


_ The stamps have been seized by the Customs, 
and when disposed of the proceeds must, in 


accordance with the law, be paid into. revenue. 
They cannot be supplied free of charge, but 
it will be open to the State Governments to 
tender for the stamps desired for their War 
Museums. 


COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES BILL. 


Bill received from the House of 
Representatives, and (on motion by Sena- 
tor RussELL) read a first time. 


NORTHERN ‘TERRITORY. 
CouNcIL OF ADVICE. 
Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
[5.30].—I move— 


That Northern Territory of Australia Ordi- 
nance No. 8 of 1919, entitled: ‘‘ An Ordinance 
to provide for a Council of Advice for the 


. Northern Territory,’’ be disallowed. 


I recognise that it is an unpleasant duty 
to move for the disallowance of this Ordi- 
nance. But I am quite justified in my 
action, seeing that this particular Ordi- 
nance seeks to introduce an entirely new 
form of administration into the Northern 
Territory.- At the outset of my remarks, I 
wish to make it perfectly clear that, in 
moving for the disallowance of the Ordi- 
nance, I am not influenced in any 
way by the appointment to the pro- 
posed Council of Advice of any of the 
gentlemen who are to form this new 
Advisory Board. I do not know any of 
them. All that concerns me is that a 
new departure is proposed in the admin- 
istration of the Territory—a departure so 
drastic and important that, to my mind, 
it should first have been submitted to this 
Parliament for its consideration. Par- 
liament has a right to sav how our Fede- 
ral Territories shall be administered in 
the future. For that reason, and in 
order to afford the Government an oppor- 
tunity of submitting their proposals to 
it, J am moving that the Ordinance be 
disallowed. | Ever since I entered this 
Parliament, I have been decidedly of the 
opinion that the Northern Territory 
should be represented here. From that 
very important portion of Australia there 
should be in the National Legislature a 

certain number of representatives, who 
would be able to voice the opinions held 
by the residents there.. Every honorable 
senator will agree with me that we know 
comparatively little of the Territory, of 
its requirements, and of the difficulties 
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Territory. 


_ and hardships which confront the. tone 
who are settled there. Because of the 
very great distance by which it is remove 
from us, and because of the lack of means 
for the interchange of ideas, it is severely 
handicapped. The members of this Par- 
liament know very little of the require- 
ments of the Territory, and because of its 
remoteness from us, we are unable to visit 
it for the purpose of examining it for 


ourselves, and thus. obtaining first hand 
information. 
Senator Baxuar. — That is a great 


argument against undue centralization. 
Senator NEWLAND.—That is so, but 


so far as the Federal Government are con- 
cerned there must be centralization some- 
where... I am anxious that the Northern 


Territory shall be represented at the Seat. 


of Goyernment by persons duly elected by 
the people, and I disapprove of the 
methods adopted in connexion ‘with the 
election of representatives on the Advisory 
Council. The Labour organizations of 
Port Darwin were called upon, under this 
Ordinance, to elect two representatives to 
the Council, and a number of persons 
were permitted to vote because 
they were members of Labour organiza- 
tions. Many of these workmen are not 


naturalized subjects, and under a proper . 


electoral system they would not be per- 
mitted to vote. 


Senator Baxnap.—Then the Ordi- 
nance really gives the franchise to un- 
naturalized citizens? 


Senator NEWLAND. — There is no 
doubt about that. I do not know how far 
the ballot extended, but under the new 
_ arrangement members of the Australian 
Workers Union had the right to choose 
two representatives on the Advisory 
Council. J have the names of the per- 
sons appointed, and also the number of 
votes cast. Every man engaged in manual 
labour in the Northern Territory must be 
a member of the Australian Workers 
Union, and so had a vote. I am_ not 
finding fault with these men as workmen, 


nor would I object if they had an oppor- 


tunity of qualifying for the franchise, 


and used it in the ordinary way; but this. 


election to the Advisory Council has not 
been properly carried out. I understand 


also there is to be on the Council one re- 
presentative of the pastoral industry, and 
another of the mining industry; but 
I have no idea how they are to be elected, 
though this information may be in the 
Department of Home Affairs. Every 
member of the Senate should know how 
these gentlemen are to be appointed, whe- 
ther they are to be selected, or nominated 
by some person. There will also be on 
the Council. two heads of Departments— 
one the officer occupying the position of 
Director of Lands, and the other the 
Director of Mines. I presume they will 
be Government nominees, and there will, 
of course, be the gentleman appointed as 
Director, who will be chairman of 
the Council. My complaint is that we 
are not supplied with mformation con- | 
cerning the proposed Council. We get 
only scraps of information from time to 
time in the form of paragraphs in the 
press. The first intimation I had of the 
appointment of the Council was contained 
in a paragraph in the Age on the 3rd 
June of this year, to the effect that there 
had been an election of members of an 
Advisory Council for the purpose of as- 
sisting the Federal Government in the 
administration of the Northern. Terri- 
tory. . Probably the paragraph was 
worded in an unfortunate way, as the — 
casual reader would come to the conclu- — 
sion that the Commonwealth Administra- 
tion had failed absolutely in the past, 
and that the Government were seeking 
assistance from this elective body. 


Senator Colonel Rowrrrt. — Will the 
Council have administrative authority, 
or be only an advisory body? 

Senator NEWLAND.—I will deal 
with the Ordinance in a few minutes. I 
do not intend to refer to any person who 


‘has been appointed, but I draw attention 


to the fact that there has been a protest 
from returned soldiers that they were not 
given an opportunity of appointing a man 
or competing for a position. Probably 
this was due to oversight on the part of _ 
the Government. The returned soldiers 
ought to have had an opportunity of sub- 
mitting a candidate, and if he were found 
to be unsuitable they would then have ~ 
been satisfied they had had a fair run for 


~ 


7 


_ their money. 
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The next information 
published in the press was in the Mel- 
bourne Herald of 8rd July, to the effect 
that Mr. Carey, who has since been ap- 
pointed Director of the Northern Terri- 
tory, was to leave Darwin on a visit to 
Melbourne, and probably would return to 
the Territory by the next steamer, when 
his appointment would be formally con- 
firmed. The paragraph went on to say 
that many of the trappings with which 
the past Administrator had been sur- 


-rounded were to be dispensed with; that 


Mr. Carey would not have the title of 
‘‘ His Excellency »—though I do not 
know that that would be a_ great 
hardship—and that Government House 
was to be used for 
offices. I have a _ recollection, during 
my visit to the Territory, of what 
happened at the Batchelor Homestead 
Farm, which had been furnished at 
considerable cost. to the Government. 
There were then only two or three pieces 
of furniture left, and I am afraid Go- 
vernment House will be treated in the 


- game way. 


Senator SHannon.—Did you find out 
what had happened to the furniture? 


Senator NEWLAND.—Various  ex- 
planations were offered for its disappear- 
ance. I think it would be a mistake to 
close up Government House at Darwin. 
The furniture and appointments will, 


very likely, have the same fate as those 


at Batchelor Farm. I fail to see why 


the Government, in their desire to bring 


about reforms in the Territory, should 
attempt to belittle that portion: of Aus- 
tralia. Visitors arrive there from all 
parts of the world, and the former Ad- 
ministrator, Dr. Gilruth, was allowed a 
certain sum of money per annum for en- 
tertainment purposes. Under the new 
Ordinance, the Chairman of the Advisory 
Council will receive only £1,000 per an- 
num, with no allowance for entertain- 
ment purposes. I do not want any trap- 
pings in the administration of the North- 
ern Territory, but I believe the abolition 
of the entertainment allowance will be a 
step in the wrong direction. It will not 
be fair to the new Director to expect him 
to expend any portion of his salary in the 


departmental - 


entertainment of visitors, among whom 
may be gentlemen representing large in- 
terests in mining or other developmental 
enterprises, who may reasonably expect 
treatment similar to that which they 
would receive in any other part of the 
world. With the entertainment allow- 
ance cut out, the Director will be unable 
to offer any of these people the usual 


courtesies, so they will have to put up at 


the local hotel. We are anxious to en- 
courage the mining investor, the pas- 
toralist, and the man who will settle ana 
cultivate tropical products. It should be 
one of the chief functions of the Admin- 
istrator, therefore, to afford such en- 
couragement at every opportunity; tbut I 
contend that under present arrangements 
it will be impossible to do so in a 


‘manner creditable to the Administrator 


or the Commonwealth Government. An 
Adelaide newspaper, on the 24th July, 
pointed out that provision was being 
made for an advisory council of seven re- 
presentatives of various interests, witi 
the Director of the Territory as chair- 
man, and that that gentleman would be 
in touch with the Minister in Melbourne. 
One of the reasons why the Northern Ter- 
ritory administration has been so unsuc- 
cessful is that the Minister, from his office 
in Melbourne, has taken too much re- 
spons.bility, or, rather, has prevented the 
settlement of Territory affairs, large and 
small, on the spot. That has been the great 
fault. The Administrator was not given ~ 
an opportunity to deal locally with local 
matters. Almost everything had to be re- 
ferred to the Minister in Melbourne. 
Under. the new régime the situation will 
be even worse. Dr. Gilruth had very ex- 
tensive powers. Nevertheless, he had to 
refer to Melbourne very many decisions 
of grave and small consequence, with re- 
sultant dissatisfaction and uncertainty. 
That kind of thing has greatly hampered 
the development of the Territory. In 
the Melbourne Herald of 27th July, it 
was announced that the Minister for 
Home and Territories (Mr. Glynn) had 
indicated on the previous day that Mr. 
H. E. Carey, formerly Government Sec- 
retary in Darwin, and now connected 
with Vestey Brothers’ meat works there, 
would be appointed director of the Ter- 
ritory. Mr. Carey left his position of 


WZ 


- of the Territory. 
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Government Secretary, and joined the firm 


of Vestey Brothers. Now he is leaving that 


company, and is taking up the duties of 
chairman of the Advisory Board at Dar- 
win. I have no desire to discount the 
work of Vestey Brothers. Their enter- 
prise in the Territory has been very 
great; their expenditure has been tre- 
mendous, and there should be consider- 
able national benefit as an outcome ot 
their activities. But at Darwin there is 
a great deal of talk concerning the in- 
fluence exercised by Vestey Brothers in 
relation to the government of the 
Northern Territory. It has been stated 
in various letters and communications 
which I have received direct from Dar- 
win, that the fact that Mr. Carey has re- 
turned from-his service with Vestey 
Brothers, will not be likely to lessen the 
influence of that firm in the: government 
! I have felt for a con- 
siderable time that Parliament and the 
public have not been able to secure that 


full fund of information regarding the 


progress of events in the Territory to 
which they are entitled. Dissatisfied with 
the meagre volume of information con- 
tained in the press from time to time. 
and with that madé known by the Min- 
ister to Parliament, I ventured recently to 
ask certain questicns in the Senate. I was 
anxious to discover whether there was any 
legal barrier to the direct representation of 
the Territory of the Federal Parliament. 
f had some doubt whether the Constitu- 
tion would permit of the election of mem- 
bers. On 16th July I asked whether there 
were any constitutional disabilities, and 
was informed that there was no constitu- 
tional difficulty whatever. Further, I 
was told— | 

The Commonwealth Parliament may provide 
for direct representation in either House, sub- 
ject to any limitation it may prescribe. The 
question of representation has been considered 
by Cabinet, which was of opinion that the 
state of development which would justify 
direct representation has not yet been reached. 
I fear that if the present rate of expan- 
slon is maintained it will be very many 
years before the Territory will have 
reached that stage of development where 
the Commonwealth Parliament may con- 
sider there is justification for granting 
direct parliamentary representation. On 
the other hand, I am satisfied that if the 


Senator Newland. ; 


Territory were directly represented in the 


Federal Legislature it would not be many 
years before that part of the Common- 
wealth was heard from in a manner ad- 
vantageous both to itself and to the whole 
of Australia. tS Speer: 

In regard to the Ordinance itself, mem- 
bers of the Federal Parliament had been 
elves no prior particulars. On 17th Juiy 


asked if the Ordinance had been laid — 
on the table of the Senate, whereupon — 
I was informed that it had been tabled — 
on the evening of the date on which 1 
made my inquiry. I desire to call atten- _ 


tion to this Ordinance, and I am in- 


terested to know if honorable senators are 


of opinion that a form of government is 
about to be established under which they 
would care to live. Let us imagine our- 
selves as residents of the ‘Territory, 
anxious to participate in some of the con- 
veniences of civilization. Residents of 


that part of Australia are provided with — 


a mail only once in two or three months. 


There are practically no railway conveni- — 


ences; there is very little police super- 
vision. 


strenuous existence. 
Ordinance states— 


(1) There shall be a Council of Advice for 
the Northern Territory to advise the Minister. 

(2) The Council shall consist of a chairman 
and seven members, of whom three shall be 
the Government Secretary, the Director of 
Lands, and -the Director of Mines, 
officers for the time being acting for those 
officers, and four shall be non-official mem- 
bers. 

(3) The non-official members of the Council 
shall be appointed by the Governor-General, 
and shall, subject to the next succeeding sub- 
section, hold office during his pleasure. 


(4) Every non-official member shall vacate 


his office at the end of two years from the 
date of his appointment, but shall be eligible 
for re-appointment. eras te 

(5) For the purpose of consideration of any 
special subject the Minister may by writing 
under his hand appoint additional members 
for a period not exceeding three months. Such 
additional members may take part only in the 
consideration of the special subject named in 


the minute of the Minister under which they 


are appointed. 


It amounts precisely to this: If the Min- 


ister desires to put through any special 


regulation, and is blocked by the Coun- 


cil of Advice as it then exists, he has oniy | 


Food has to be transported over - 
great distances. Women and children— | 
in the interior, at all events—live a very 
Section 5 of the 


or the- 
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to appoint sufficient additional members sented, and, generally speaking, we are 


i 


» can swamp such opposition by making as 


4 many 


additional appointments as he 
- deems necessary. All Democrats are op- 
_ posed to nominee Legislatures. We have 


fought in Australia for many years 


- against nominee Chambers. Senators are 


- elected on the most democratic franchis2 
In the werld. Yet the democratic Par- 


liament of Australia is asked to connive 
at the appointment of a nominee Chamber 


_to rule over a section of this Common- 


wealth, and we are invited, in addition, 
to deliberately place power in the hands 
of one individual to so ‘‘rig” that 
nominee council that he may gain his 
ends, whatever they may be. I do not 


_ suggest that a Minister controlling the 


Northern Territory may ever do or seek 


_to perpetrate such a thing; but here is 


his power. We hand over to the Minis- 
ter absolute freedom to nominate coun- 
cillors when he likes, how he likes, 


and such as he likes. This Board of 


Advice may frame rules of procedure 


in the-way of governing them. 


and government, irrespective of the 
views of the people themselves.  Resi- 
dents of the Territory have become so 
sick and tired of Federal neglect that 
they care little what is done or intended 


They 


_ have no vote for any Australian Legisla- 


ture, and they worry mighty little atbout 
politics. For that reason I ask honorable 
senators to support me in my desire that 
this Ordinance be disallowed. It is only 
right that fairer and better steps be taken 


_ toward the government of the people of 
_ the Northern Territory. The Ordinance 


continues in section 6, sub-clause 1— 
Sub-section (1) of section 6 provides— 


The meetings of the Council of Advice shall be 
held at least once in three months, at such 


_ times and places as the chairman appoints. 


There is no question of remuneration, nor 


is it stated that the members of the Coun- 
cil shall be located at Port Darwin. 
There is no mention of whether the min- 
ing and pastoral interests shall be repre- 


left entirely in doubt as to what regula- 
tions may be framed. If there are regula- 
tions, this Parliament should be ac- 
quainted with them, particularly if the 
Government are to be involved in addi- 
tional expenditure. Unless there are to 
be some paid members of the advisory 
council, it will be an unsatisfactory body, 
Section 6, sub-section 2 provides— 

The chairman, or in his absence the Govern- 
ment Secretary, shall preside at all meetings 
of the Council. In the absence of the chairman 
and the Government Secretary, the senior official 
member present shall preside. 


This democratie council is not to have the 
right to select its own chairman, and the 
presence of at least three members, in 
addition to the chairman or officer presid- 
ing, shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum. ‘This is the kind of Ordinance~ 
that this Parliament is being asked to 
agree to. Further on, sub-section 1 of 
section 8 provides— 

Any member of the Council may, by giving 

at least seven days’ notice in writing to the 
Government Secretary, request that any ques- 
tion relating to the Territory shall be submitted 
to the Council. 
A member of the Council who has some 
business to bring forward for considera- 
tion by the Council will have to give at 
least seven days’ notice of his intention 
so to do. It will not be a very fast-work- 
ing machine, this Advisory Council 
when appointed. Sub-section 2 of sec- 
tion 8 provides— 3 

On receipt of any such request, the Govern- 
ment Secretary shall forthwith notify the 
chairman, and if he consents the question may 
be discussed at the next meeting, provided that 
at least seven days have elapsed from the date 


of the receipt by the Government Secretary of 
notice of the request. 


I wish to draw special attention to this 
sub-section. Notwithstanding the prior 
provision, with all its safeguards, the 
chairman shall have the right to refuse 
to deal with any matter which a member 
of the Council may wish to bring forward. 
I wish to repeat that if a member of the 
Council has business to bring forward, he 
has to give at least seven days’ notice of 
his intention to do so, and even then the 
chairman of this nominee Council will 
haye the right to say whether the matter 
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shall. be discussed or not, 
- of section 8 provides— | 
. Any member may, at any meeting, submit in 
writing a question which he desires to be dis- 
cussed at that meeting, but the question shall 
not be so discussed unless the chairman con- 
sents thereto. 
The chairman has the full power to say 
what shall be discussed, and if the discus- 
sion of a question proceeds in a way un- 
satisfactory to the chairman, the Govern- 
ment can appoint other nominees to 
swamp the men who comprise the Coun- 
cil. If this is not a safe institution for 
the Government, I do not know what is. 
I trust that the Senate will not agree to 
an Ordinance of this description, and no 
member of the Senate can go to his con- 
stituents and plead for a full and, free 
franchise if he records a vote in favour of 
the retention of this Ordinance. 
Senator Nrerpuam.—lt is Autocracy! 
Senator NEWLAND.—It is Autocracy 
camouflaged as Democracy? It is ob- 
vious to every one that it is Autocracy 
mingled with a little Democracy. Some 
' of the gentlemen appointed on this Coun- 
cil of Advice are known to me, and I can 
imagine with what lamb-like submission 
they will agree to the powers of the chair- 


Sub-section 3 


man as set out in sub-section 3 of section, 


8 already quoted. I am strongly opposed 


to the Ordinance giving him such auto- 


cratic powers in the guise of Democracy. 


Senator Mutcany.—Are you going to 
submit a substitute purposely ? 


Senator NEWLAND-~-I am _ not 
allowed to submit alternatives under this 
motion; but I am in favour of the North- 
ern Territory having two representatives 
in this Parliament. JI am not prepared 
to say definitely what representation there 
should be in either House, but I would 
suggest that the Territory be represented 
_ by one member in the Senate and two 
members in the House of Representatives. 
At present the residents of the Territory 
have no one here to put their case before 
the people, and generally they are in a 
most unfortunate position. If they had 
two or three representatives in this Par- 
liament, who were continually speaking on 
behalf of the Territory, the people there 
would be in a better position, and they 
would have their interests protected, just 
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as they were when they had representa- 
tives in the South Australian Parliament. 
Senator THomas.—This Government — 
are spending more money in the Territory 
than South Australia ever did. 
Senator NEWLAND.—Yes; but the 
Government are not spending the money 
so effectively. 
Senator THomas.—-That is an open 
question. : 


Senator NEWLAND.—TI do not know — 3 


that itis. The Federal Parliament agreed © 
to the present arrangement with their eyes — 
open, and the Federal Parliament will 
have to deal with the matter without mak- 
ing sneering references to South Ans- 
tralia. I have quoted sufficient of the 
Ordinance to show that the hands of this — 
Council will be tied absolutely. I would 
also like to call attention to section 10, 
which reads—— - ? 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed _ 
as authorizing the Council to appropriate any 
public moneys. : 
That seems to indicate that the seven 
gentlemen appointed to the Council will 
not be allowed to do one stroke in con- 
nexion with publie works without consult- 
ing the Minister in Melbourne, and in- 
stead of this being an improvement, the 
position will really be worse. Without the 
permission of the supreme authority, 14 
will be impossible to put even a pane of 
elass in a window unless the work has 
been referred to Melbourne for the autho- b 
rity of the Minister. I dare say the Ordi-_ 
nance has been. carefully studied by some 
honorable senators, and that, in the case of 
others, it has, ike many other proposals, 
escaped attention. I have taken a great 
deal of interest in the Territory, perhaps 
more than others, and I am giving the ~ 
Senate an opportunity of considering this 
matter, and seeing whether it is wise to 
pass the Ordinance in its present form. 
T wish to remind’ honorable senators that — 
the Northern Territory was represented 
in the South Australian House of As- 
sembly by two members, from 1890 on- 
wards, when it had only one-third of the 
white population it has to-day. RS 
Senator NrrpHam.—What is the popu- 
lation ? A | “8 
Senator NEWLAND.—Dr. Gilruth’s 


latest report, which has been placed in our 


N orthern 
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hands recently, is the most optimistic 
- document he has every submitted. Ap- 
parently it was his last; but during the 
whole time he was there he never pre- 
sented a more cheerful report concerning 
the Territory and its potentialities than 
he has done on this occasion. [ do not 


intend to read much of it now, because I 


will have an opportunity later. 

Senator NexpHam.—What is the white 
population of the Northern Territory at 
the present time? | 

Senator NEWLAND.—I quote the 
following from page 5 of the report :— 

The white population shows a slight in- 
crease, in spite of the cessation of railway 
construction and the approaching completion 
of the Meat Works. 

At the end of 1910, when the Commonwealth 
assumed responsibility, the white population 
was 1,173; by June last it was 3,767. 

The white population had increased more 
than threefold. Regi, | 

‘Senator Russerit.—Is that the total 
population or the number of adult males? 

Senator NEWLAND.—I think that it 
refers to the total white population. The 
report continues— | 

In the same period the Asiatics, who in 
1901 exceeded the Europeans by 659, had de- 
_ creased by 655, numbering now 1,177. 

._ The number of children shows also a satis- 
factory increase. In 1910 the average. school 
attendance at Darwin was 38.8. To-day it is 
— 150.8. 
These figures show a large gain in the 
number of children, and a very substan- 
tial increase in the white population. 
The report proceeds— 

While the total population is small, the in- 
_ crease is relatively great. It must be remem- 
bered that the absence of fuel (coal costs 80s. 
per ton landed, and firewood 40s. per cord) 
_ precludes almost any manufacture; while the 
high wages in Darwin, and isolation of the 
_ country districts, deters many possible agri- 
culturists from any attempt at pioneering. 

I do not intend to read any more from 
the report to-night. 

Senator Russeru.—To-day there are 
4,900 Europeans in the Territory. 

Senator NEWLAND.—It is a little 
difficult to reconcile that with Dr. Gil- 
ruth’s report, which was issued for the 

period ending 30th June of last year. 

_ Senator Russetr.—He may be refer- 
ring to European adults. 
tae Isix . 
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Senator NEWLAND.—That makes 
my case only the stronger, and I thank 
the Vice-President of the Executive 
Council for the information he has given 
as to the present European population of 
the Territory. It is apparent that the 
population is increasing, in spite of many 
disabilities and of the fact that the Go- 
vernment have been neglectful of the 
Territory. I say this, notwithstanding 
that they have spent large sums of money 
there, because money spent at Darwin on 
Government officials and officialdom is 
not going to develop the Northern Terni- 
tory. The Minister has never heard me 
preaching economy, although I hope I” 
shall never justify wasteful expenditure 
of money. It is possible that to spend 
no money at all might be the most waste- 
ful thing the Government could do. 
Even to spend money in the wrong direc- 
tion to prevent previous expenditure 
being wasted would be better than to 
spend no money at all. 

(Having said so much, I feel that hon- 
orable senators will be quite justified in 
supporting my motion. I do not ask 
them to do so with any idea of embarras- 
sing the Government, nor do I suggest 
that they should refrain from voting for 
the motion because to carry it might em- 
barrass the Government. I think more 
of the importance of developing this 
great Territory than I do of temporarily 
embarrassing the Government. : 

Comparisons may be drawn with an- 
other Possession under the control of the 
Commonwealth; and the Minister, in his 
reply, will very likely remind honorable — 
senators that Papua is beimg adminis- 
tered by a Board such as that to which 
I take exception. In anticipation of the 
honorable senator’s reference to Papua, 
I should like to remind honorable sena- 
tors that there are two governing autho- 
rities in Papua. There is an Executive 
Council and a Legislative Council. ‘The 
Executive Council is comprised of six 
gentlemen highly placed in the adminis- 
tration of the country, and the Legisla- 
tive Council is composed of five other 
gentlemen. The six who form the Execu- 
tive Council are also members of the 
Legislative Council of Papua. That will 
indicate that no comparison can be made 
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between the government of Papua and 
that of the Northern Territory. The 
white population of Papua numbers 
about 1,000. I ask leave to continue my 
remarks at a later stage. 

‘Leave granted; debate adjourned. 


LIGHTHOUSES BILL. 
Report adopted. 


NEW. STANDING ORDER. 


Report from Committee of the Senate 
adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion (by Senator Sots pro- 
posed— 

That the Senate do now adjourn. 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [6.25].—I regret that the Vice- 
President of the Executive Council 
should have moved the adjournment of 
the Senate. Senators Newland, Fair- 
bairn, de Largie, and quite a number of 
ether honorable senators have been accus- 
ing me of wasting the time of the Senate; 
but I am here now, ready to work, and 
yet, at half-past 6 o’clock, when we have 
the {best of the evening before us, lt is 
proposed that the Senate should adjourn. 
{ sincerely upbraid the Government for 
proposing the adjournment of the Senate 
at this hour. I protest against being 
charged with wasting the time of the 
Senate, when here the Government pro- 
pose to waste the time of the country. 
It is strange that they should do so 
when they put up senators to speak, as 
some honorable senators spoke last week. 
I particularly refer to Senator Newland, 
whose remarks are to be found in “Han- 
sard. 

Senator Ne=wianp.—“ Put up?” 

Senator GARDINER.—Yes. I say 
that the honorable senator is like a cattle- 
dog yapping at the heels of a draught 
horse, 

Senator pe Lararr.—Is Senator Gar- 
diner the draught horse? 

Senator GARDINER —Yes, I feel 
like one, and sometimes J feel like kick- 
ing. The point is that certain honorable 
senators falsely accused me of wasting 
the time of the Senate and of the coun- 
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try, and now the Goveriimant: are doing 


the same thing. d have helped the Go- 
vernment during the session, — 
helped to fill in the time for them, and — 
to improve their measures. We have had 
these senators abusing me for going ‘slow; 
but Senator Newland is the limit for 
going slow. I shall not continue now, as 


I do not wish to be brought back after 
dinner. 


Senator RUSSELL 


Acting Minister for Defence) [6.29].— 


The Government are very anxious to go 


on with business; but I recognise that a 
big constitutional issue is involved in the 
matter that was raised by Senator 
Newland, and honorable senators. 
who desire to speak on the ‘matter 
ave not ready to go on with the 
debate. I do not think that it is fair 
to Senator 
not be a reasonable reply to him from the 
Government, and I am not now prepared 
~ to go on with the discussion. If I have 
made a mistake, I regret it; but I wish 
to avoid bringing honorable senators back — 
for only about ten minutes after dinner. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 6.30 p.m. 


——_—__ -—_-- 


Mouse of Representatives. — 


Wednesday, 6 August, EEN 


‘Mr. Spraxer (Hon. W. Elliot t Tomson) 


took the chair at 3 p.m., and read prayers. 


LEAVE @F ABSENCE. 
Motion (by Mr. FunORy 7 
agreed to— 
That leave of absence for two months be 


granted to the honorable member for Come 
(Mr. J. H. Catts). 


Motion (by 
agreed to— 


etek 


Mr. Warr), by jeave, 


That the right honorable member for _Ben- 


digo (Mr. rushes’: the right honorable mem- 
per for Parramatta (Sir Joseph . ee, and 
the honorable member for Flinders (Mr. 
Bruce) be granted leave of ahasnee star the 
month. GS Se ge eA i 


I have . 


Newland that there should | 


a4 


(Fictona eens iia 
President of the Executive Oouncil and ~ 


INCOME TAX ee 


i CHARLTON.—In addressing a 
question to the Acting Prime Minister, 


oe I desire to express my pleasure at his re- 
that he is fully restored to health. Is the 
honorable gentleman aware that there was 


turn to the House, and venture the hope 


a shortage “of income tax return forms in 


we aM post-offices during the latter part of 
s July? 
- quence of the influenza epidemic some 
_ people were unable to furnish returns 


Ts he also aware that in conse- 


within the period fixed? In view of these 
facts, will he take into consideration the 


ee __advisableness: of extending for: one month 


the time within which returns may be 


made without incurring any penalty? 


Mr. WATT.—In reply to the:| honorable 
member: 

Honorsaste Mempers. ious hear! 

Mr. Austiy Cuapman.—We. are glad 


to, see you back. 


Mr. WATT.—1It seems to me, sir, that 
‘this demonstration is unparliamentary, 
but I am much obliged to honorable mem- 
bers, and I thank my honorable: friend 
(Mr. Charlton) for his sympathetic re- 
marks. I did not know of the cireum- 
stances to which he has referred, but shall 
make immediate inquiries, to see that no 
injustice is done because of any shortage 
_ of income tax forms towards the end of 
last month, and that taxpayers who were 
Pick to. the epidemic, and, conse- 
quently, unable to furnish the returns 
within the period fixed, shall not be fined 


_ because of that fact. 


Be ; 


= 


--« SEAMEN?S STRIKE. 
Mr. LISTER.—Has the Acting Prime 


Minister seen statements in the press 
wherein it has been suggested that-the Go- 
~yernment should at once consider the ad- 


Oi schlones: of manning the vessels at pre- 


sent without crews, and is he in a position 
to make a definite announcement as to 
what are really the intentions of the Go- 
vernment ? 


Mr. WATT.—Unfortunately, I have 


not been in the House for the last three 


weeks or more, but I am familiar with 
what my ‘honorable collegue (Senator 


Millen) has done in regard to the ship- 


ping trouble, and may say, without any 
" 4 ae : 18 LL 2 


\ UGUST; 1919.] 


Running of Trams. 12281 


hesitation, that, notwithstanding the: criti- 
cism of certain spot-light critics in the 
press and elsewhere, I thoroughly approve 
of everything that has been done by him. 
At an earlier stage of the dispute I sug- 
gested to honorable members that 1t was 
inadvisable to spring upon Ministers 
questions without notice upon matters of 
such importance, and I repeat that sug- 
gestion to-day. Honorable members on 
both sides must be prepared to trust the 
Government. Ihave good reason for say- 
ing that I do not intend to make a state- 
ment on the subject to-day, nor does the 
Minister in charge of another place pro- 
pose to do so. 


RUNNING OF TRAMS. 
Dr. MALONEY.—In © view of the 


great inconvenience occasioned the pub- 
lie by the present tram hours insisted on 
by the Government, willthe Acting Prime 
Minister have inquiries made as to the 
advisableness of altering the hours by 


-stopping the running of trams between 11 


am. and 4 p.m.? I understand that the 
engine fires could be banked just as weil 
during those hours as at night. 

Mr. WATT.—This is a somewhat 
technical question for a layman hke my-— 
self to answer, but I will refer the pro- 
posal to the Coal’ Board for considera- 
tion. 


COMMONWEALTH SHIPBUILDING 
SCHEME. 


STATEMENT BY VISCOUNT JELLICOE. 


Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—Has the Acting 
Prime Minister seen the report of a state- 
ment by Viscount Jellicoe that it-was im. 
possible for him to ascertain the cost of a 
particular steam-ship built by the Com- 
monwealth? As bearing on that point, 
may I also ask whether the honorable 
gentleman is yet able to fulfil his promise 


“of a year ago to obtain a balance-sheet, 


prepared, not by the departmental ac- 
countants, but by professional actuaries, 
in regard to the Commonwealth shipping 
asset, and showing the profit and loss ac- 
count of ships owned by the Common- 
wealth? 
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Mr. WATT.—I saw the statement at- 
tributed to Viscount Jellicoe in the Mel- 
bourne press, but have learned enough of 
condensed reports to know that one must 
not always depend entirely upon them. 


Mr. Bruce Smirn.—lt was a very good 
peg on which to hang the further ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 
does not generally seek pegs; his ingenuity 
produces them. 

Mr. Hiaes.—And he is not always here 
to drive them in. 

Mr. WATT.—But some _ honorable 
members do more by remaining here for 
one day than others do by attending the 
sittings of the House for a year. I shall 
have an opportunity next week to consult 
with Viscount Jellicoe on the question 
raised, and will then know exactly what 
His Lordship meant. I may say now, how- 
ever, that the Commonwealth is not as 
intimately concerned with the matter as 
the publie“might be led to believe by the 
statements in the press. We have a con- 
tractual arrangement with the Govern- 
ment of New South Wales. As to the 
second part of the honorable member’s 
question, the balance-sheets are ready, 
and will be presented with the Budget. 


TAXATION DEPARTMENT. 


APPOINTMENT oF FourtH Crass CLERKs. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Will the Acting Prime 
Minister ascertain whether it is possible 
to lay on the table of the Library the 
Public Service Commissioner’s file relat- 
ing to the recent appointment of ten 
fourth class clerks to the Taxation De- 
partment ? 

Mr. WATT.—I shall ascertain whether 
the Department has any objection to the 

le being laid on the Library table. 


QUARANTINE STATION, NORTH 
TASMANTA. 

Mr. ATKINSON.—As the influenza 
scourge seems likely to last for some time, 
will the Minister for Trade and Customs 
take immediate steps to proclaim a quar- 
antine station in the north of Tasmania? 

Mr. GREENE.—1I shall be glad to 
have inquiries made. 


PROFITEERING: AMENDMENT — 
OF CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—As honorable mem- 
bers are receiving communications from 
representative bodies in their electorates 
in regard to profiteering, and since we 
have evidence furnished by cablegram 
that in all countries Government action is 
being taken to deal with the subject, will 
the Acting Prime Minister state whether 
the Government propose to introduce a 
Bill providing for a referendum of the | 
people to secure further legislative powers 
for the Commonwealth -Parliament, so 
that we may deal with profiteering in Aus- 
tralia? 

Mr. WATT.—In the Ministerial state- 
ment presented at the opening sitting of 
the House this year, it was plainly shown — 
that, in the view of the Government, the 
Commonwealth Parliament has not suffi- 
cient power to deal effectively with the 
problem. Since we have not been able 
to give further consideration to the sub- 
ject, I am not in a position to say at this 
stage what amendments of the Constitu- 


tion, if any, will be recommended to the 


people by this Government. 


ECONOMIC COUNCIL. 


Mr. RODGERS.—In view of the gene- 
rally recognised fact that Australia, like 
every other part of the world, by reason of 
war conditions, is living above its means, 
and that its present standards are 
dangerous, I desire to ask the Acting 
Prime Minister whether, prior to taking 
‘evislative action, the Government is pre- 
pared to create an Economie Council, 

smposed of the most able economists m 
Australia, whose duty it would be to de- 
termine how far the present conditions are 
due entirely to the war, where, apparently, 
legitimate trade ends and profiteering — 
starts, and generally to make inquiries in 
regard to all standards in this country, 
so that the people may be clearly informed 
of the actual position, and a stop put to 
random talk? 


Mr. WATT.—Does not the honorable 
member consider it advisable to put so 
important a question on the notice-paper ? 
The particular phase of the matter to 


Ro yi 
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which he has referred has not been sub- 


Butter Pool. 


mitted for the consideration of the Go- 


vernment, but I promise that it will be 

considered if it is subthitted in due form. 

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
NumsBers IN ENGLAND. 


Mr. RILEY.—In view of the conflict- 
ing statements appearing in the press 


about the number of members of the 


_ Australian Imperial Force who have left 
or who are leaving the Old Country, 
one paragraph stating that the last 
man has left, and another that 
there are 26,000 men still to come, 
will the Assistant Minister for Defence 
_make a definite statement informing the 
House of the true position of affairs ? 
Mr. WISE.—TI shall endeavour to get 
the latest figures available on the subject, 
and make them known. 


AUSTRALIANS ENLISTED IN 
ENGLUAND. 

Mr. WATKINS.—Is the Assistant 
Minister for Defence aware that some of 
the Australians who were abroad at the 
beginning of the war, and who rushed to 
England to enlist, are now returning, 
and are not being given the same privi- 
leges as if they had enlisted here? One 
_ told me that he could not get even a 
- pass to take him from the port where 
he landed to his home. 

Mr. WISE.—I shall make inquiries. 
Does the honorable member refer to those 
who enlisted in the British Forces, and 
were not members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force? ~ 


Mr. Warxins.—Yes. 
BUTTER POOL. 


SUPERVISION CHARGE. 


Mr. MACKAY.—Some time ago I 
asked the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms whether the Commonwealth Bank 
was charging 4 per cent. for the super- 
vision of the operations of the Butter 
Pool, and was informed that the matter 
was under consideration. Has the De- 
partment come to any decision on the 
matter? Seeing that the charge for 
supervision greatly exceeds that for ad- 
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ministration, is there a possibility of any 
reduction being made? st 

Mr. GREENE.—The matter is at pre- 
sent the subject of negotiations between 
the Government and the Commonwealth 
Bank. I hope to be able to afford the 
House information on the matter later 
on. 


REPORT BY EX-PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSIONER. 


Mr, TUDOR.—Is the report by Mr. 
McLachlan, ex-Public Service Commis- 
sioner, on the Public Service yet avail- 
able for honorable members? 

Mr. WATT.—1I informed the honor- 
able member previously that a sub-com- 
mittee of the Cabinet had been called 
upon to deal with the report. So far as I 
am aware, after an absence of three weeks, 
Cabinet has not yet received the report 
of the sub-committee. 


QUARANTINE STATION, NEW 
SOUTH WALES. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN=—Can the 
Minister for Trade and Customs give the 
House any further information regarding 
the selection of a site for a new quaran- 
tine station for New South Wales? Have 
the merits of Port Stephens and Broken 
Bay been looked into? 


Mr. GREENE. — Investigations are 
still going on. I hope to have, before 
very long, the report of the officers who 
are investigating the suitability of Port 
Stephens as a site. 


AUSTRALIA HOUSE. 
REPORTED STRIKF. 


Mr. YATES.—Can the Acting Prime 
Minister give the House any information 
regarding the report in the press of the 
2nd instant about a strike: at Australia 
House owing to the withdrawal of a war 


bonus ? 


Mr. WATT.—I am afraid I cannot, be- 
cause this is the first intimation I have. 
had of the occurrence; but strikes are 
very fashionable at present, and I do not 
discredit the statement. 


e 
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Mr.. RODGERS.—As there are between 
4,000 and 5,000 returned men drawing 
sustenance from the Repatriation Depart- 
ment and rendering no service at the pre- 
sent: time, will the Postmaster- General try 
to arrange for a few selected gangs from 
among them to build country telephone 
lines? 

_ Mr. WEBSTER.—When we have work 
to do, returned men get preference. 


SALE OF COPPER... 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—Can the Acting 


Prime Minister make a statement regard- 
ing the application made by certain min- 
ing companies: for permission to: dispose 
of their output’ of copper without refer- 
ence to the Copper Producers Associa- 
tion? 

Mr. WATT.—L am afraid [ am.a: little 
out of touch with the copper situation. 
A Copper Conference was held while I 
was away, and I know of the: arrange- 
ments in connexion. with that, but I know 
nothing beyond. I shall look into the 
matter and give the honorable member an 
answer later in the week. 


WAR MEDALS. 


Mr. BRUCE. SMITH.—Is there any 
truth in the statement that has appeared 
in the press during the last few. days, that 
the Defence Department intends to award 
medals similar to, if not exactly the same 
as, those given to men who risked their 
lives at the Front, to other men who. have 
never been to the. war at all, and have 
merely done clerical work for the Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. WISE.—I pointed out on F ree 
that such was not the intention, and that 
the war medals would show the men’s ser- 
viee at the Front. 


WAR TROPHIES. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—I wish to ask the 


Minister for Home and Territories,, in 
view of the statement. that, in the alloea- 
tion of war trophies, consideration would 
be had to the State from which. the 
companies who had. captured them had 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ; 
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_ been recruited, and in view " the fact ae 


that the greatest war trophy that has been 
made available, namely, the 15-in. gun, 
was captured by a Queensland company, 


why it is suggested that it be placed in the — 


gardens in Sydney? 
Mr. Austin Cuapman.—Why not send 
it to Canberra?’ 


Mr: FINLAYSON. —T regard: the plac- 


ing of the gun in Sydney as distinctly un- 
fair to the Queensland soldiers. 


Mr. GLYNN.—I think I told the press, _ 


on the morning when the cable announce- 
ment was made, that the statement about 
placing the.gun in Sydney was a mistake. 
Where the guns are. landed they are kept 
temporarily, the permanent allocation. de- 
pending on other considerations. This is 
really an Australian trophy, not. pertain- 
ing to any particular State: . 

Mr. Frnrayrson;—Anywhere but Syd- 
ney! 


MAIL SERVICES: 
CANCELLATION OF TRAINS. 


_ Mr. LECKIE.—Owing to the shortage ‘ 
of coal, in consequence of the seamen’s — 

strike, Poia. services have been cancelled — 
There is a. postal — 
‘departmental regulation. that, in the case 


throughout Victoria. 


of trains. being. cancelled, mails: also. may 
be cancelled. In order to prevent certain 


towns, some of them of over 1,000 inhabi- — 
tants, being deprived. of a daily mail, will — 
the Postmaster-General give instructions — 


that during the short time the trains. will rs 
be cancelled this regulation is not to be 


interpreted too strictly, but that if there 
is involved only a few shillings a week, 
the daily mails must be continued ? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The suggestion sub- _ 


mitted by the honorable member, if ap- | 
plied to the States generally, would mean, 


not a few shillings, but a few thousand 
pounds a week. When the railway autho- 


rities are unable to rum trains they de not 


deliver’ the goods, and. no complaint is 
made, their attitude being taken for 
granted. On the other hand, the postal 
authorities, who have no other means: of 


conveying ‘mails, are: expected by homor- 
able members to act im a: manner that — 
would be: detrimental: to the: sine: ogee ie 


ment of the: Se 


German Internees. 


WOMEN AT THE FRONT: BADGES. 


— - Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—Will the As- 
% “sistant “Minister for Defence consider the 
pe advisability of presenting a badge to 
ni women who went to the Front, and who 
_ were in the war zone, as something to in- 

dicate that, like the ae they have risked 
_ their lives? 


- Mr. WISE—I shall submit the sugges- 
: tion to the Acting Minister for Defence. 


GERMAN INTERNEES. 
INVESTIGATION BY COMMISSION. 


_ Mr. WEST.—Statements are being 
made publicly to the effect that the Com- 
mission which was appointed to hear the 

_ appeals of German internees. against de- 

portation, hear only. the cases of those 

who are possessed of means. This is to 
make the Commission a farce, and I ask 


_ the Acting Prime Minister to make ‘in-. 


-quiries, 
~ Mr. WATT.—I am ‘not aware that such 
a statement has been made, and I do not 
helieve that, if made, it is true. The 
Commission is doing very unpleasant 
but necessary work with its usual ability. 
_ The members of the Commission are well 
known to honorable members; and I do 
not for one moment credit the statement 
_ made regarding them. However, I shall 
gee what justification there is for such a 
#tatement, and see that every one con- 
eerned has an opportunity to put his case. 


FLINDERS NAVAL BASE. 
RemMovaL FRoM WILLIAMSTOWN. 


Mr. FENTON.—Can the Acting Min- 
aster for the Navy inform the House at 
what date it is intended to remove the 

- Naval Depdt from Williamstown to 
Flinders Naval Base? 


Mr. POYNTON.—Of course, I could 
give the usual parliamentary answer that 


the depot will be removed as soon as ar- 


_vangements can be made. The honorable 
~ member knows what work has yet to be 
done at Flinders Base, and until it is com- 
_ pleted, and provision made for the accom- 
modation of the men from Williamstown, 
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the depot cannot be removed. It is m- 
possible for me ‘to say at what date the 
removal will take place. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


GoVvERNMENT PurCHASE AND SALE OF 
CoRNSACKS. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elhot 
Johnson ).—I have received from the hon- 
orable member for Wimmera (Mr. Samp- 
son) an intimation that he desires to move 
the adjournment of the House to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public im- 
portance, namely, ‘‘ The purchase and 
sale of cornsacks by the Government.” 
Five honorable members having risen 
wn their places, 

Question proposed. 


Mr, SAMPSON (Wimmera) {3. 30]. — 
Last year, owing to the circumstances 
created by the war, the Government — 
decided to purchase a supply of cornsacks 
for the wheat-growers. About 140,000 
bales of sacks were purchased by the Go- 
vernment, who sold the sacks at fixed 
prices to the distributers ordinarily en- 
gaged in the trade, and also fixed the 
rates at which they could be retailed to 
the users. -After last year’s require- 
ments had been met, the Government were 
left with a surplus of over 31,000 bales, 
which they decided should be sold. On 
24th February they circularized those 
who had distributed the cornsacks for 
the previous season, offering at 9s. 8d. per 
dozen 13,000 bales of the total surplus of 


31,000 bales, and asking that offers for 


quantities be returned to the Department 
by the 3rd March. The terms were cash 
within three days of allotment, payable 
at the Commonwealth Bank. The circular 
stated that the commitments of the Go- 
vernment, which would be about 20,000 
bales, would be .similarly offered at a> 
later date. On 27th February the Co- 
operative Company of ‘Western Aus- 
tralia made the following definite offer ‘to 
the Government :— 


These sacks were undoubtedly purchased by 
your ‘Government in ‘the interests of the wheat- 
growers, and not. in the interests of the jute 
merchants, and, therefore, the interests of the 
growers must be protected when considering 


‘the best method of disposing of the quantity 


now under review. 
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Should jute merchants purchase, and the 


mnarket for sacks appreciate, following the cus- 
tom of previous years, the prices of these 
sacks, which would be the property of the mer- 
chants, would be increased accordingly, and 
the wheat-growers receive no benefit from this 
balance of the Government’s purchase, 

The financial position of the co-operative 
organizations does not permit them to pur- 
ehase as suggested by the Prices Commissioner, 
as they would need to tie up. much more of 
their capital than’ would be expedient to them. 

Bearing the foregoing in mind, and know- 
ing the desire of your Government to protect 
the wheat-growers, we respectfully suggest that 
the co-operative organizations handling jute 
in the various States be asked to sell the sacks 
to the farmers at a price to cover the present 
cost to the Government, plus interest, storage 
charges, and reasonable commission, payment 
to be made to the Government, say, after har- 
vest, such payment to be guaranteed by the 
co-operative organizations consenting to 
handle on these terms, 


Then on the 8rd March, the Victorian 
Producers Co-operative Company, repre- 
senting from 50 per cent. to 60 per cent. 
of the wheat-growers in this State, sub- 
mitted this proposal to the Prices Com- 
missioner— 


We are prepared to sell the sacks to the far- 
mers at a price to cover the present cost to 
the Government, plus interest, storage charges, 
and reasonable commission, payment to be 
made to the Government, say, after harvest, 


_ such payment to be guaranteed by us. 


In the matter of storage, we may be pre- 
pared to find storage accommodation, our ob- 
ject being to keep the cost to the grower down 
to the lowest possible figure. 

We are agreeable to start our organizing 


arrangements at once in the matter of their 
disposal. 


Yo finance these sacks on the terms suggested 
by you would tie up capital for so long that 
it would not be expedient at the present time. 
Several times after the date for the clos- 
ing of tenders for the first instalment of 
13,000 bales, representatives of the Vic- 
torian Producers Co-operative Company 
waited on the Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene), and the Prices 
Commissioner, and offered—if the Go- 


_ vernment were not prepared to allow the 


co-operative company to sell the sacks on 
commission—to purchase the sacks out- 
right if given terms until the next har- 
vest. he offer was fortified by a 
guarantee. from the London Bank to the 
amount of £200,000, thus securing the 
Government against any possibility of 
loss. 
Mr. Sampson. 


Company were 


that offer ? . rae f 

Mr. SAMPSON.—Towards the 30th 
April. | : “Weg 

Mr. Greenz.—The offer was not 
limited to 13,000 bales; it covered all the 
sacks in the possession of the Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. SAMPSON.—It was not limited 
to 18,000 bales. The company were pre- 


pared to purchase more if necessary. I 


have had an opportunity of looking 
through the official file, and I find that 
the Minister informed the representatives 
of the Victorian Producers Co-operative 


Company, on or about the 30th April, that — 


the bulk of the sacks, with the exception 
of the small number which had been al- 


Mr. Greenn—When did they make 


ready sold, were still in the hands of the 


Government. 
further move in the matter until about 
the 7th May, when they heard rumours 
that the greater proportion of the sacks 
had been sold. They thereupon sent this 
further communication to the Minister— 

Furthering the interview our Mr. Britting- 
ham had with you on the Ist inst., when you 
promised, upon the return of the Chief Prices 
Commissioner, who is away for a few days, to 
look into the matter of the co-operative hand- 
ling of cornsacks, we would again take the op- 


The company made no 


portunity of bringing the matter under your 


notice. 
(We would like to say it has been reported 
in the city that sales have been recently made 


at prices varying from those which were — 


offered to members of the trade in Victoria 


and other States, as per letter of the 24th Feb- — 
ruary last issued by the Chief Prices Commis- _ 


sioner. 


Representing, as we do, 11,090 farmer share- 


holders in this State, we feel that we are voic- 


~“ 


ing the opinion of the farmers generally when 


we state that they are strongly of the opinion 
that the Government, having carried out what 
they had agreed to in the matter of purchase 
of cornsacks, should arrange to distribute the 
balance of the purchase direct to the farmers 


through the co-operative companies by appoint-— 


ing them as selling agents on a commission— 


the co-operative companies to guarantee pay-— 


ment for the sacks after the harvest. jad) 
We trust, therefore, that, upon the return 


of Mr, Whitton, you will grant us an inter- 


view, and again go into the matter. - 


On the following day, the 7th May, 
the Victorian Producers 
informed, 


on inquiry, 


Co-operative 


that practically the whole of the sacks, — 


not only the 13,000 bales first offered, but — . 
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the balance of about 20,000 which it was 
_ clearly stated would be offered again, had 
been sold. That is to say, the whole 
of the sacks, with the exception of 
1,300 purchased by the -Victorian 
_ Producers Co-operative Company, had 
been disposed of. The company relied on 


_ the fact that the balance of the sacks over 
and above the 13,000 bales first offered 


_ was to be re-offered to the trade, but that 
was not done. The sacks were sold even 
while negotiations were pending between 
the company and the Prices Commis- 
sioner. Naturally believing that some 
finality would be reached in these nego- 
tiations, and that the promise made in 
the first circular that offers for the pur- 
chase of the balance of the sacks would 
be inyited, the company had made no 
effort to buy any of the balance of the 
sacks. 

Mr. Greene.—At the time you say 
they were relying on fresh offers being 
invited you admit they were negotiating 
for the purchase of the whole lot. 

Mr. SAMPSON.—I hope that the 
Minister does not propose to rely on 
action taken by any other company or 
body to excuse his own particular admin- 
istration. Any offer which was made by 
the Victorian Producers Co-operative 
Company, or by other firms, has nothing to 
do with the question. 

Mr. Greene.—I think it has_ every- 
thing to do with it, from that point of 
view. 

Mr. SAMPSON.—The Minister having 
informed the manager of the Victorian 
Producers Co-operative Company that he 
could not accept the offer made, it was his 
duty to carry out the promise he gave in 
the first circular, namely, that the balance 
of the bales—about 20,000—should be 
offered to the public some time after the 
3rd March. os 

It was just about the 7th May that the 
farmers ascertained there might be a fair 
season. Rain had commenced to fall in 
different parts of Australia. At the 
same time, trouble in India gave indica- 
tions that bags would be difficult to get; 
in fact, there was a general belief in the 
market that the price of bags would 
harden. I wish to know how it is that 
‘the second instalment of bags, which was 
to have been offered to the ‘public, came 


& 


into the possession of dealers who seemed 
to be in the know between the Ist May 
and the 7th May. One firm alone, which 
seems to have ‘‘ got in’’ and purchased 
11,000 bales, will. make anything from 
£60,000 to £70,000 on its deal. © The 
cash price of the sacks was 9s. 5d., in- 
creasing to 9s. 10d., per dozen, according 
to delivery up till October; whereas bags 
cannot be purchased in Calcutta at the 
present time at less than 14s. to 15s. per 
bale. Thus, through the unfortunate 
administration of the Department in con- 
nexion with these sacks, this firm will 
probably make £60,000 or £70,000 oyt 
of the deal. 
Mr. Boyvp. — That depends upon 
whether it has held the sacks ali the time. 
Mr. SAMPSON.—The probability is 
that it has held the sacks, because pur- 
chases by farmers have been very small. 
In disposing of these sacks in the man- 
ner indicated, the Government have 
allowed private purchasers to step in and 
secure sacks at a price at least 4s. per 
dozen less than the present market price, 
representing a loss to the wheat-crowers 
of from £140,000 to £160,000. The. 
satisfactory method of dealing with 
these bags last year has been com- 
pletely neutralized by the increased 
profit which these private firms will 
secure at the expense of the farmers. 
Faith was broken with intending pur- 
chasers in failing to offer the balance of 
nearly 20,000 bales, as the Minister pro- 
mised to do in the circular of the 24th 
February. Only a few bags had been 
sold on the date of the expiry of the first 
offer, so that practically the whole of the 
sacks should have been re-offered to the 
public. The fact that the Victorian Pro- 
ducers Co-operative Company had their 
offer covered by a bank guarantee was such 
as to have secured for them greater con- 
sideration as distributors of these sacks. 
Here is another phase of the question 
which I cannot: understand. The Go- 
vernment not only sold these sacks to a 
few individuals without giving the trade 
as a whole and the farmers’ companies 
the promised opportunities to purchase, 
but they sold practically the whole of the 
sacks without making any attempt to use 
the powers they possessed to protect the 
farmers, as was done in the previous year 
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by fixing the maximum amount of profit 
the purchasers could charge on resale of 
the sacks, I think that the Minister 
should explain to the House why the 
second parcel. of sacks was not offered 
as promised in his circular, why he re- 
fused to entertain the reasonable pro- 
posals of the co-operative companies to 
handle the sacks under bank guarantee, 
why the sacks were allowed to be sold at 
the last moment, when new negotiations 
were impending, and why he assured the 
Victorian Producers Co-operative Com- 
pany in April that the bags were still un- 
sold, when a few days afterwards 1t was 
discovered the whole lot. had been sold. It 
would appear that the sales between Ist 
and 8th May were made without the Min- 
ister knowing of them, and that a portion 


of them took place during the absence of 


the Prices Commissioner. 

Mr. Boyp.—Who made the sales? 

Mr. SAMPSON.—They were made by 
the Department. : 

Mr. Boyp.—They must have been made 
with the approval of the Minister. 

Mr. SAMPSON.—It does not appear 
that they were. In the face of these 
acts of administration, I think the Min- 
ister should make a frank statement of 
what the Government intend to do. The 
great loss to thé farmers incurred through 
the sale of the surplus sacks only empha- 
sizes the seriousness of. their outlook gene- 
rally in the incoming season, when they 
are faced with the prospect of paying 14s. 
or 15s. a dozen or more for sacks. 1 hope 
that the Government will lose no time in 
making an adequate announcement as to 
its intention, and as to what action is being 
taken to provide some gud pro quo for 
the loss the farmers: have incurred 
through this unfortunate piece of admin- 
istration, I trust that a full inquiry 
will be made into the sales of the surplus 
sacks. It has been. said in public that 
the 31,000 bales sold represent. one-fifth 
of the normial requirements of Australia, 
but I.consider that the proportion is 
about one-third, because 31,000 bales 
equal about 8,000,000 bags, and 8,000,000 
bags represent 24,000,000: bushels, which 
is about one-third of the normal wheat 
production of Australia. I have a list 
of some of the sales made in connexion 
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with this: piece of maladministration, but 
it’ is not necessary to quote it. I thmk — 
I have said sufficient upon the subject. JF 


hope that the Minister will be able to 
T trust that 


give a satisfactory reply. 
he will be able to explain the sale of sur- 
plus sacks from last season, and the steps’ 
which will be taken to protect the im- 
tests of the wheat-growers next year, and 
further that a close inquiry will be 
instituted imto the sale of these surplus 
sacks, especially the sales effected be- 
tween the Ist May and 8th Mlay last. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [3.50].—I 
have been considerably interested for quite 
along time in the jute question, and have 
addressed. to the Minister for Trade: and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) a number of ques- 
tions in regard to it, but have not ob- 
tained much information. Immediately 


after last season’s harvest I asked the 
Minister whether the Government would 


take the necessary steps to secure all the — 
jute goods required by the producers of — 
Australia. In reply, the honorable 


‘gentleman said that the Government did 


not intend to proceed further with its — 
scheme for handling jute, but that 
the trade would be allowed: to revert. to 
the firms ordinarily dealing with it. In 
view of the full and complete evidence 
of the benefits which the producers of 
Australia derived last year from the Go- 
vernment scheme, I fail to understand 


why it should have been decided not to 
On last year’s operations a — 


continue it. 
profit of something like £117,000 was 
made by the Government. A _ certam 
proportion of that amount has been re- 
turned’ to the farmers by way of rebates, 
but quite a numiber of users of jute goods — 
have: not obtained that concession. It — 
cannot be denied that the scheme was ex- 
ceedingly advantageous to the producers, 
yet the Minister has decided to allow the 
trade to fall back into the hands of the 
thieves and robbers who previously — 
handled this commodity. oe 
Mr. Ropcers.—That is a very strong 
statement. Bis 


Mr, BLAKELEY.—When I describe 
these people as thieves and robbers, I do 


not wish to suggest that their operations — : 


are not quite within the law; but we ~ 
know that many things are done which, _ 


the huge .swindle in 
_ secondhand sacks. 


member supports. One of the immoral 
acts committed by these people,.with the 
- gognisance of Government supporters, was 


connexion with 


Mr. Ketry.—L rise to order. The hon- 


_ orable member has just stated that a huge 
swindle with -reference to sacks was ‘per- 
~ petrated with the full cognisance of-hon- 

-orable ‘members on this side of the House. 


I direct your attention, Mr. Speaker, to 


; _ that slander, and ask for its withdrawal. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


Johnson) —I did not hear the remark 


made by the honorable member, but such 


a statement is entirely unparliamentary, 
-and must be withdrawn. 


“Mr. BLAKELEY .—I withdraw © it. 


The honorable member for Wimmera 


_ (Mr. Sampson) was present in this House 


eee nate a ctabemert tothe effect 


that after the price of new sacks had 


been fixed by the Government, second- 
hand sacks were ‘‘ cornered.” At that 


time, second-hand sacks were being cor- 
_mered by Dalgety and Company, Lindley 
- Walker, and the rest of the big dealers 
- In jute goods in Australia, and it was not 


until they had been cornered that the Go- 
_ vernment elected to fix the price of them. 


Second-hand sacks which were purchased 


throughout the country for 4s..and 5s. per 
ozen were retailed at 8s., 9s., 10s., 11s., 


and, in some cases, at 12s. per dozen. 


The fact that their price had been fixed 
was immaterial. If the farmers wanted 
these sacks they had to pay for them. 
‘That was a swindle perpetrated upon the 
‘producers. Quite a lot of wheat was put 
into second-hand sacks, : 

Mr. Picotr.—Were second-hand bags 


used in New South Wales? 


Mr. BLAKELEY .—Yes. 


Mr. Picotr.—Did not the State Go- 
vernment prohibit their use? 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—They did for a 
time, but pressure was brought to bear on 


_ the Wheat Board, and the use of second- 


- hand sacks was eventually permitted. 


- Mr. Picorr.—I endeavoured to obtain 
_ permission for their use, but time after 


_ time that permission was refused. 
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Mr. BLAKELEY.—Permission was 
ultimately given fer ‘their use, and 
farmers paid as much as 12s, per dozen 
for them after ‘they ‘had ‘been cornered. 

Mr. Roperrs.—Were they used for 
wheat or oats? 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—I_ repeat ‘that 
wheat ‘was placed in second-hand sacks. 

Mr. Greene.—I think the honorable 
member’s information is fairly wide of the 
mark, ete 

Mr. Grsson.—When were these-second- 
hand sacks used = 

Mr. BLAKELEY .—I am speaking of 
bwo years ago. ; 

Mr. Gtsson.—No second-hand sacks 
have been used for wheat im Victoria 
during the last two years. | 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—Because they were 


not used in Victoria, is the honorable 


member entitled. to deny my statement 
that ‘they were so used in New South 
Wales? I saw them used in that State. 

The whole history of the handling of 
jute goods during the last three years 
does not redound.to the credit of the Go- 
vernment. While the farmers benefited 
by the fixing of the price of new sacks, 
the fixing of the price of second-hand 
sacks’ was of no advantage to them. By 
no stretch of the imagination can it he 
said that the farmers to-day are receiving 
a fair deal at the hands of the Govern- 
ment. Now that the trade has been 
allowed to fall back into the old trade 
channels, the producers are absolutely at 


the mercy of commercial brigands, who ~ 


in respect of this particular line alone 
have made a profit of something like 
£100,000. Sacks which traders pur- 
chased from the Government at some- 
thing like 9s. 6d. per dozen are being 
held to-day, and will probably be sold 
for 17s. per dozen before the season ‘is 
over. If the farmers want sacks they 
will have to pay something like that price 
for them. No matter what camouflage 
may be resorted to, the fact cannot. ‘be 
obscured that, owing to the negligence 
of the Minister for Trade and Customs, 
or the Ministry as a whole, private 
traders have been allowed to make huge 
profits out of sacks sold to them by the 
Government. It may be said that the 
farmers were afforded an opportunity to 


‘buy these sacks when the Government 


first offered them for sale. As a matter 


' 
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of fact, very few farmers or farmers’ or- 
ganizations at the time had the facilities 
or the money to purchase them. The 
Government, im the first place, should 


have made these sacks available for 
purchase solely by organizations of 
farmers. Failing that, if they were 


determined to allow the business to 
fall back into the hands of firms dealing 
in jute goods, they should have fixed the 
maximum price at which the sacks could 
be sold. They should also have com- 
pelled the private traders to disgorge. 
Something like 137,000 bales of sacks 
were disposed of by the Government in 
the way I ‘have stated, but these will not 
be anything like sufficient to meet the 
requirements of the coming season. 
There is nothing to prevent traders from 
holding back these sacks for a rise. They 
may demand 20s. per dozen for them, 
and, apparently, the Government are not 
prepared to take any steps to compel 
them to be satisfied with only a fair 
profit. The trade is to flow back into its 
old channels, and the farmers are to be 
at the mercy of people who are not satis- 
fied with a fair return for their money. 
The treatment which the House has re- 
ceived at the hands of the Minister so 
far as this transaction is concerned has 
not been entirely satisfactory. Honor- 
able members some time ago asked for 
particulars relating to the prices and con- 
ditions under which the Government dis- 
posed of these sacks, but the Minister— 
for what reason I am unable to say—re- 
fused to furnish the information. As a 
representative of the people, why should 
he have refused to disclose the details of 
a transaction relating to the business of 
a large section of the community? The 
Minister, in effect, told honorable mem- 
bers, when he was interrogated on this 
subject, that they must mind their own 
business, and the refused absolutely to 
give any information on the subject. 
Only recently have we been able to ascer- 
tain the particulars. The papers relating 
to the transaction were laid on the table 
of the House during my temporary ab- 
sence, and I have not yet had time to 
peruse them; but I have no doubt they 
furnish interesting reading, A 
farmers’ conference, recently held in this 
State, passed a resolution that the 
Federal’ Government be urged to again 
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take up the handling of sacks. On the oe 


2nd ult. the honorable member for Capri- 
cornia (Mr. Higgs) put a question to the 
Minister with reference to the Jute Ring, 
and the reply he received was that, so 


far as his officials could ascertain, no Jute © 
Ring existed in Australia. There is, how- 


ever, a Ring of fairly considerable mag- 
nitude now in operation and holding sacks 
for a Tise in the market. 

Mr. Grrene.—I said where the Ring 
was. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—The Minister said 


at 


there was no Ring in operation in Aus- 


tralia. 

Mr. GreENE.—Will the honorable 
member do me the justice of completing 
my answer to the question ? 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—The honorable 


gentleman replied that there was no 


Ring in Australia, and that, so far as his 
officials could ascertain, 
foundation whatever for the rumour. 


‘Mr. Greenr.—Was that my answer? 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—That was the 
effect of it. | 

‘Mr. Greene.—I shall read it from 
Hansard. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—I am relying on a 
rough note that I made of the honorable 
gentleman’s answer. If I have miscon- 
strued it, I am very sorry. I have only 
to say that the Minister refused early 


this year to do anything with regard to. 


sacks, although asked by myself to take 


action. Now that it is too late, he pro- 

poses to do so. | 
Mr. GREENE (Richmond—Minister 

for Trade and Customs) [45].—TI 


should have liked time to turn up the 
answer given by me, to which the honor- 
able member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) 
has just referred. If some one will turn 
it up for me, the House will be able to 


there was no 


judge how much of the information the — 


honorable member has given can be re- 
lied wpon. I asked the honorable mem- 
ber twice to give the answer as I gave it, 
but he has not done so. What I said then 
was that the Ring we had to fear, so far 
as jute was concerned, was not a Ring in 
Australia at all, but a Ring in India. 


Mr. BraxertEy.—You said. there was 


no Ring in Australia. 


= 


* 
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ia Mr. GREENE.—I said there was a 


Ring in connexion with the jute trade, but 


that it\was in India, and that the agents 


— 


to sell us any bags. 


who handled jute. goods here are prac- 
tically in the hands of that Ring. I do 
not wish \to spend very much time in 
giving a reply to the matter raised by 
the honorable member for Wimmera 


_(Mr. Sampson), because I do not think 


it is necessary. 
Mr. Braxetry.—That is a very strong 


attitude for the Minister to take up. 


Mr. GREENE.—What I mean is that 
the answer is very simple, and entirely 
justifies. the attitude the Government 
have taken up all through the piece. 

The Government last year entered into 
a contract with the Indian Government 
for the supply of bags. We bought all the 
bags that we required. We were able to 
do this because there was at that time a 
Jute Controller in India, who had full con- 


-. trol of the supplies of jute, and we were 


able to treat with the Indian Government 
as one whole. But we had very consider- 
able difficulty in getting the Indian Go- 
vernment to sell the bags to us. They, 
first of all, turned down altogether the 
offer that we made to them, and refused 
We learnt that the 
reason that the Jute Controller in India 
refused to sell us the bags was that the 
jute merchants, who were associated with 
the jute control in India, were afraid 
that if the Government bought the bags 
their agents here would, either directly or 
indirectly, be deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of handling them, and that, as a 
consequence, they would lose their busi- 
ness connexions. They refused, there- 
fore, to permit us to have any bags at all. 
We then sent a further cable to the 
Indian Government, and in it pledged 
ourselves, if they would sell us the bags, 
as we were in great difficulties here in 
the matter, to distribute them through 
the ordinary trade channels. We gave 
that definite undertaking, in the most ex- 
plicit way, to the Indian Government, 
and I venture to say that had we not 
given that pledge at the time we should 
not have got the bags. Once a Govern- 


ment have given a nledge of that charac- 


ter they must honour it. 
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It is perfectly true that we offered a 
small quantity of bags to the trade in 
the first instance. It is true, also, that 
the trade knew that this was only a 
portion of the actual surplus that we 
held. But though we offered those bags 
in February, we had hardly sold a bale 
by the end of April. It was a common 
thing to see in the press at that time 
statements, some of which were made, I 
think, by the very gentlemen who have 
probably. supplied my honorable friend 
with ales of his information 

Mr. Sampson.—My information was 
obtained, as the Minister well knows, 
from the papers, which I have perused. 

Mr. GREENE.—Still, some things 
were mentioned by the honorable member 
that could not have been obtained from 
the papers. : 

Mr. Sampson.—That is so; I got them 
from other sources. 

Mr. GREENE.—The statements I re- 
fer to were to the effect that the Govern- 
ment were going to make a considerable 
loss on the bags which they still held. 
There was in the trade at the time a 
general belief, shared by the cooperative 
companies as well as others, that, al- 
though the market had by that time 
slumped considerably, it was going to 
slump a good deal more. | 

Mr. Sampson.—They were prepared to 
buy, all the same. : 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes, but on a commis- 
sion basis. 

Mr. Sampson.—No, covered by a bank 
guarantee. 

Mr. GREENE.—The bank guarantee 
matter did not arise until right at the end 
of April. : 

Mr. Sampson.—That -is correct. 


Mr. GREENE.—The point I want to 
make is that, in regard to matters of this 
sort, the Government is not in the same 
position as a private trader. If “A” 
comes into the office of a private trader, 
the trader can offer him certain terms. 
If “B” comes in an hour later, he can 
offer “B” different terms. If the Go- 
vernment offers things of this sort to 
anybody, it must make the terms the same 
all round. I told the representatives of 
the co-operative people who came to see 
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me that whatever terms I gave hear 
“must be the terms to the trade. I told 
them that not once, 
again. I told them that they must all 
come in on exactly the same basis, and 
_ have exactly the same chance to deal with 
the goods. I said, “I cannot give you 
‘any other terms than those which are 
- offered to everybody else.” It is well 
known that the bags were under offer for 
part of February, the whole of March, 
and the whole of eeu and hardly a bale 
was bought. 
Mr. Geuinae. — Those were the earlier 
consignments. 
Mr. Sampson.— Yes; some 13,000 bales. 
Mr. GREENE?—tThat is quite true; 
but the trade knew, and everybody knew, 
that we held considerably more bales, 
and that they were all for sale. The proof 


that everybody knew it is supplied by the 


fact that the co-operative companies came 

along and offered to purchase the whole 
pe the bags. 
were under offer. 

Mr. Pace.—Was that the Farmers Co- 
operative Company ? 

Mr. GREENE.—It was one of the 
farmers’ co-operative companies. It is 
no use quibbling, therefore, over the ques- 
tion of whether 13,000 bales or the whole 
lot were for sale. The trade knew that 
we held the whole of the bags, 
and that we were sellers of them, 
and the particular companies on whose 

behalf the honorable member for Wim- 
mera (Mr. Sampson) has spoken were in 
treaty for the lot of them. The only 
reason they did not buy was that they 
did not want to find the money. Of course, 
i they had known that the bags were 
golng up in price, as they know it now, 
there is no doubt that they would have 
found the money somehow, and: boughi 
them. But these co-operative companies 
are not the only persons who are “ whip- 
ping the cat” to-day because they did 
not buy those bags.. There are scores of 


oe users of bags in Australia to-day who 


are wishing to goodness that they 


had’ bought them when the Government 


_ was doing its utmost to sell to them. We 
went to infinite trouble in our efforts to 
- sell them. . 
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but over and over 


They knew that all the bags . 


price. 


Mr. Seee —Why, dude ot nok yo a 


the second instalment, | Rca: to the ae 
promise in your circular? 


Mr. GREENE.—What. was on Sead ‘t- 
of sending out an additional circular say- 
ing that we had another 25,000 bales to 
sell, when we had not sold a bale? Our | 
trouble was that we could not sell them. 
We were begging people to take them from 
us, and no one would take them. hes <4 
Victorian Producers Co-operative Com- 
pany finally came to me and offered pec 
me a bank guarantee. I told them | 
that I was entirely “in sympathy : 
with the co-operative companies, and — 
that if I could help them I would. 

“ But,” I said, “ Whatever terms I give 
you must be the terms to the trade. The — 
terms wnust be the same for everybody, and 
if we cannot sell these bags im any other = 
way, [ will see, when the Prices Commis- 
sioner comes back to Melbourne, whether — 

it is not possible to talk the matter over 

with him and settle general terms, not —_ 
merely fer you, but for everybody, which age 
will suit-you better than the present terms  —_ 
do.” Before the Prices Commissioner 
came back to Melbourne, some - people 
suddenly got an inkling of what was going 

to happen, and rushed in and bought the 
bags. They were there for sale, and we 
could not refuse to sell them. 


Mr. Samrson.—While the co-operative 
companies were waiting for the return of 
the Prices Commissioner, those smart a aa 
lows ‘stepped in. | eas 

Mr. GREENE.—The only roi Was vs 
that the people in charge of the co-opera- — 
tive companies were not quite as smart as 
the others. If they had had any idea at 
that time of the way the market was 
going to move, they, too, could have rushed 
in and bought the whole lot of the bags, — 
because they were all there for sale. 

A question ‘has been raised as to the ae 
powers of the Government, and why we 
did not exercise them this year in exactly — 
the same way as we did last year. | 


. Mr. Kerry.—lIf a co-operative: company 
had bought all the bags, it would have 
given its own members the benefit of its 
foresight, and, I take it, charged the rest 
of -the producers in Australia a » dogher 


“tea 
eS 
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| I Katewould have been so or not. The 
reason\ the Government decided to go out 


of the business was that, in the first place, 


- Jute merchants. 


we had nobody to deal with except the 


of the jute market, which is an. exceedingly 
tricky and difficult market. for any aima- 
teur to deal with, the Government decided 
that it would be very much better, in the 


- circumstances, not to go on with the busi- 


ness of buying and importing cornsacks. 
The probabilities are that if the Govern- 
ment. had not taken that stand we should 


be in greater difficulties than we are in 


_ half. out. 


to-day. 

Mr. Sampson.—Will the Minister deal 
with the question of price fixation? 

Mr. GREENE.—I have been asked 
why we did not fix the price for the bags 
we sold. The answer is very simple. If 
we had fixed the price of the bags we sold 


to the trade, the trade would probably. 


have said, “The price is going to be 
fixed all round,’ and would not have 
operated. We had either to go out of 
the business altogether, or stay in it 
altogether—we could not be half in and 
Suppose we had decided to 
fix the price of the bags, and that, not- 


withstanding the fixing of the price, the 


trade had operated in the usual way. And 
suppose: the market had gone up, as it 


has now, how were we to follow the bags 


into all the retail shops of Australia, and 
distinguish between them ? 

Mr, Sampson.—If the Government had 
fixed the. price, bags could only have been 
sold at that price. 

Mr. GREENE.—But we could not fix 
the price of all the bags in Australia with 
a rising market in India; if that had 
been done, we should have got no bags 
at all. If we had said to the trade, 
“The price of these bags is fixed, but 
the price of any others may be adjusted 
according to the market,’’ we should 


have had’ a lively bit. of administrative 


trouble in following them up. 

Mr. Sampson.—The Government could 
have fixed the profits—never mind about 
the price. 

Mr. GREENE.—But the power of. the 
Government to fix prices is passing 


away; and if we had sold bees to the 
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people at a fixed price, those people 
could have stored them until our power 
had come to an end. 

Mr. BiakEeLey.—The Minister said a 
short time ago that he was conferring 
with the States with reference to the 
supply of jute this year. What does 
that mean ? 

Mr, GREENE.—I do not think it is 
necessary for me to cover any more of 
the ground. 

Mr. BuakeLey.—Will 
question ? 
statement 
States ? 

Mr. GREENE.—Exactly what I said. 

Mr. BuaxkenEy.—Does the  Munister 
refuse to answer my question? : 

Mr. GREENE.—I have answered in 
the most definite way of which I am 
capable. 

Mr. Braxketey.—What is the Govern- 
ment’s responsibility? Is it, going to co- 
operate with the States in getting sacks! 

Mr. GREENE.—The honorable mem- 
ber had better give notice of that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BLAKELEY. ——The Minister is. not at 
all courteous ! ; 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Ww. Elliot 
Johnson).—The honorable member must 
not be so persistent with his interjec- 
tions. 

Mr. Buaxetey.—I desire information, 
which the Minister refuses. 


you. answer my 
What do you mean by your 
about. conferring with the 


Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber has spoken, and has no right to in- 
terject. ; 

Mr. GREENE.—I have shown why 


the Government. declined to go on with 
the purchase of bags for this year, and 
that there was good and. sufficient reason 
for not treating with one company as 
against the trade. I have shown that 
there is nothing whatever in the sugges- 
tion that the trade believed there was 
only a certain number of bags under 
offer, because it was known that the 
whole were under offer. 

Mr. Marnews.—The Minister means 
that. the jute merchants in India would 
have. ‘‘ hit’? him, no matter what he 
did ? 

Mr. GREENE.—I think they would; 
I cannot control the jute merchants of 
India. 


of cornsacks, 
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Mr, Matuews.—tThey raise the flag as 
British merchants, and rob the farmer 
every week. 

Mr. GREENE.—It is impossible for 
me to follow all these interjections, and 
IT do not intend to try. I think I have 
clearly shown that the Government could 
have taken no other course than the one 
it did. If some people got in early and 
bought bags, and other people were un- 
able to purchase, that was a matter en- 
tirely for the private judgment of those 
concerned. 

Mr. Roperrs.—Has the trade in every 
State bought, or only the trade in one 
State ? 

Mr. GREENE.—Bags 
bought throughout Australia. 

Mr. Grecory.—In February it was 
shown that in the case of Western Aus- 
tralia there were 1,505 bales for sale, and 
those concerned were advised by the Go- 
vernment that that was the final lot. 

Mr. GREENE.—As a matter of fact, 
Western Australia is the only State that 
has had the whole of its requirements met 
in the matter of bags, and the intima- 
tion to that effect is most definite and 
encouraging. To-day the position de- 
pends entirely on whether we get rains 
within the next fortnight or three weeks. 

Mr. Boyp:—If we do not, the profits 
that the Minister talks about will vanish. 


have been 


Mr. GREENE.—If we do not get rain, » 


we shall have more bags in Australia 
than we require, and those who have 
bought at a high price will lose a lot of 
money. If, on the other hand, we get 
good rains, the possilbilities are that a 
few more bags will have to be bought. 
Nobody knows at the present time what 
the results will be of the purchase of bags 
from the Government; those concerned 
may make money or may lose money. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4.27] — 
I do not know whether the honorable 
member for Wimmera (Mr. Sampson) is 
satisfied with the reply of the Minister 
(Mr. Greene), but, personally, I do not re- 


_ gard it as very convincing. One outstand- 


ing fact is that the Government had on 
hand tens of thousands of bales 
but somehow or other 


_ these cornsacks seemed to burn their 


* 


hands, and the Government desired 
to get rid of them as quickly as 
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possible. It is evident that some smart # 


men came along, and, indulging in a bit 
of gambling, bought up the sacks held 
iby the Government; and if we have any- 
thing like a decent harvest, half our 
farmers will be left lamenting in regard 
to the supply of cornsacks. It is apparent 
to any honorable member, and ought to 
be more apparent to a Minister, that im- 
mediately after the awful war trade 
operations must be in an abnormal state, 
and remain so for a long time to come; 
and it should be the policy of this or any 
other Government to hold tight to any- 
thing they may possess that is of benefit 
to the country. 

Mr. Boyp.—What about galvanized 
iron that has fallen in price to about £40 
a ton ? 

Mr. FENTON.—That is just about 
twice what it ought to be. 

Mr. Boyp.—But the price was fixed at 
£60 or £70 a ton. 

Mr, FENTON.—Yes, in war time, and 
there is a firm in Melbourne which made 
£100,000 in less than two years out of 
that one item alone. | 

Mr. Boyp.—They might lose that next 
year. 
Mr. FENTON.—That firm is able to 
stand a loss, considering what they have 
made out of the people. Galvanized iron 
is an unfortunate commodity to mention 


in this House in association with those ~ 


who have speculated with it to the detri- 
ment of the community. 

The Government have been excep- 
tionally shortsighted in not holding on to 
the cornsacks, for they would have been 
able to sell them. The honorable mem- 
ber for Wimmera has pointed out that 
those who -are vitally interested are 
dissatisfied with the ordinary trading 
channels, as we know them. In 
Western Australia and other 
the producers have formed co-opera- 
tive companies with a desire, as 
far as possible, to dispose of their 
own produce, and to purchase in com- 
bination all the necessary implements, 
and so forth, for farming operations. 
These are desirable organizations, because 
they are formed to benefit those who are 
engaged in primary production. 
Government, with a large supply of sacks 
on hand, failed to take any notice of the 
abnormal conditions which must continue 
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for quite a long time to come, and set 
about selling the sacks as soon as they 
could, The Minister for Trade and 
Customs (Mr. Greene) has disclosed that 
the farmers’ representatives were in nego- 
tiation with him for the purchase, if not 
of the whole stock, at any rate, part of 
it, when smart speculators from Mel- 
bourne, or some other city, stepped in, 
and took all. , 

I hope that the Minister will be able 
to disabuse my mind of an impression 
he created by one statement he made. In 
reply to the honorable member for Bris- 
bane (Mr. Finlayson), who had spoken 
of combinations in Australia for the pur- 
pose of keeping up the price of jute 
goods, he said that he, at any rate, was 
thoroughly aware of the fact that there 
was a Combine amongst the jute manu- 
facturers in India. 


Mr. Greene.—I do not think there is 
any doubt about that. 


“Mr. FENTON.—Then the Minister 
went on to say that, unless he had de- 
cided to obtain the sacks through the 
ordinary trade channels, there would 
have been no possibility of receiving the 
assent of the Indian Government to the 
export of the goods. This points to the 
fact that the Indian Government is in 
collusion with speculators and Combines 
in India for the purpose of ‘‘ getting at”’ 
the farmers in this and other countries. 
Mr. Greene.—Nothing that I said can 

bear that construction. 


Mr. FENTON.—The Minister does not 
complain until I draw my deduction from 
his statement. He admitted that there 
was a Combine in India, and that. we 
could not get the goods without a pro- 
mise that they would be obtained through 
the ordinary trade channels. 


Mr. GreEenE.—Not ‘‘get’’ them. 
What I said was, unless they were dis- 
tributed through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels. _ . 

Mr. FENTON.—Why should the In- 
dian Government take any cognisance of 
the distribution of the goods?) The Min- 
ister first said that there is a Combine in 
India, and then that the Government 
would not allow the jute to leave India 
unless it was {distributed through the 
ordinary trade channels. 
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Mr. GreEenE.—I said that the Indian 
Government declined to sell bags without 
an undertaking that they would be dis 
tributed through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels. 

Mr. FENTON.—Then the Indian Go- 
vernment must be in collusion with those 
who are keeping up the prices of jute 
goods. 

_ Mr. Greene.—It was not a question of 
keeping them up, but of getting them 
down. 

Mr. FENTON.—And the Government 
did not get them down. The British 
Government made handsome arrange- 
ments in this connexion in India, which 
saved themselves and the British people 
not only hundreds of thousands, but, I 
believe, millions of pounds. They created 
an organization where the jute goods are 
produced, and it would have been worth 
while the Commonwealth sending an agent — 
there, or making arrangements through 
the British agent. ’ 

Mr. Gremnze.—The honorable member 
was then sitting behind the Government 
on this side of the House. Why did he 
not urge then that that step should be 
taken ? 

Mr. FENTON.—I do not make any 
complaint about the present Government 
particularly, but. I say that it was late 
in the day when that step was taken. 
It was known that the British Govern- 
ment had made gilt-edged arrangements, 
and it is strange that the Commonwealth 
Government were not able to operate 
through the agencies which the Imperial 
Government had created. If that had 
been done we should have been getting 
our cornsacks at much more reasonable 
rates than we are required to pay to-day. 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [4.386]—We 
have heard a statement by the honorable 
member for Wimmera (Mr. Sampson) 
on behalf of the co-operative societies, 
and we have heard the reply of the Minis- 
ter for T'rade and Customs (Mr. Greene). 
All I can say is that I.regret exceedingly 
that the bags did not find their way into 
the possession of the users at an earlier 
stage. JI was one of those honorable 
members who asked the Government to 
relinquish trading concerns as soon as 
possible. Therefore, I cannot now blame 
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the Government for getting out of trading 

in respect of one particular commodity. 
Mr. Greenzr.—The honorable member 

for Wimmera adopted the same attitude. 
Mr. Sampson.—tl did not. 


Mr. RODGERS.—I have not a word 
to say against the action of the Govern- 
ment in disposing of their surplus corn- 
sacks; but the manner of the disposal is 
-another matter. I regret that an ar- 
rangement was not made between the 
Commonwealth Government and the State 
Governments, which control the Wheat 
Pool,. by which the State Governments 
might: have acquired these sacks for the 
producers of wheat. That would have 
been a legitimate and _ constitutional 
method, of safeguarding the interests of 
the Pools. The Government of each of 
the wheat-producing States are charged 
with the management of the wheat pro- 
duced in their State, and they have an 
associate interest in securing for the 
producers the containers for the com- 
modity they control. By reason of that 
interest, the States would have been more 
justified than would the Commonwealth 
in extending Government control to corn- 
_ sacks. In regard to the statements made 
by the honorable member for Wimmera 
and the Minister, the kernel of the ques- 
tion seems to me to be whether the co- 
operative concerns were given a right to 
negotiate the purchase of the sacks within 
a certain period. If they were granted 
that right, and sales were effected before 
the period expired, an. injustice was done. 
I do not say that the statement of the 
honorable member for Wimmera is cor- 
rect, or that the Mimister’s statement. is: 
inaccurate ; but the point of. the. con- 
troversy is ’ whether the co-operative con- 
cerns were justified in believing that they 
had from the Minister an assurance that 
a certain time would be allowed them in 
which to negotiate a purchase. 


Mr. Greenzu—They never received 
from me an offer of that sort. There was. 
nothing in the way of a business. under- 
standing. All I told them was that when. 


the Commissioner returned, if the bags. 


remained unsold, I would see if it were. 
possible, to arrange terms which would be 
more acceptable to them. 


Mr. Grsson.—And when oe. Comunis- 
sioner returned the sacks were sold. 

Mr. Greznn.—Yes; but it was open. to 
the co-operative concerns, or any one else, 
to, buy in the meanwhile. 

Mr: RODGERS.—If the “Misiese 
had made a definite offer to the co-opera- 
tive concerns, and the bags were sold be- 
fore that offer had expired, the Minister 
broke faith with them. 

Mr; Gremny.—tI admit that, frankly. 


Mr. RODGERS.—I accept the Minis- 
ter’s statement that no definite offer of the 
kind was made. 


I turn now to the requirements for 


the coming harvest. Having regard to 


the conditions of the growing crops 
and. the. climatic. peculiarities of 
this season, no man would be pre- 


pared to make a big gamble in corn- 
sacks, nor would he ask any Government 
to do so. Trading is not the legitimate 
province of a Government, and certainly 
it is not within the province of a Govern- 
ment to gamble in the middle of a season, © 
when prospects are uncertain. But I ask 
the Minister to confer with the managers 
of each of the State Wheat Pools as to 
whether, for the coming harvest, the con- 
ditions relating to the use of bags cannot — 
be liberalized. If cornsacks continue to 
mount in price as they have been doing 
lately, they will shortly be quoted at £1 
per dozen. 
over Australia, and be followed by a 
good spring, the next harvest will un- 
doubtedly be a big one. I ask the Min- 
ister to confer with the State Ministers _ 
of Agriculture in regard to allowing the > 
use for the time being of any reasonably — 
sound bag. : 

The honorable member for Darling 
(Mr, Blakeley) made certain random 
statements regarding the use of second- 


_ hand cornsacks, without referring to any 


Pool in particular. But, when questioned, 
he said that his reference was to one par- 
ticular season. In the No. 1 Pool, all 
bags in good condition were received. In 
that season, 1915-16, Australia raised its 
record harvest, which has not been 
equalled in subsequent seasons. There- 
fore, new sacks and second-hand sacks — 


were used, a dockage charge being made ea 


Should heavy rains fall all — 


re new sacks were used, but “ brus 
bags were. utilized for wheat in some of 


have seen fit to make variations. 


made 
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the States. The conditions in regard to 
sacks are not uniform throughout the 
States, because Ministers of Agriculture 
: ‘In No. 
8 and No. 4 Pools, only new cornsacks 
were used. There is a possibility of the 
_ wheat-growers experiencing a difficulty in 
getting, for the coming harvest, any sort 
of sacks, and I ask the Minister, acting in 
eonjunction with the Ministers of Agri- 
eulture, to arrange for a liberalization of 
the terms under which cornsacks will be 
available. If the Minister 
will make an early statement that all 
sound sacks that can reasonably contain 
wheat will be used, his action will have a 
| steadying effect upon the market. 
— - Mr. Arcurmatp.—Regardless 
weight of the sack? 
fee “RODGERS.—The 3-bushel sack 
Be ee = standard weight. Every thrifty 
wheat-farmer uses second-hand sacks for 
his own seed wheat. It is still possible 
_ for the Minister, by the means I have 
_ suggested, to give some relief to. the 
farmers in a difficult season. Ifthe com- 
ing harvest is good, the producer will be 
mm trouble, and the best counsel of the 
Federal and State authorities will be re- 
_ quired to help him -to get the necessary 
containers for his product. 


“Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [4.46].—I con- 
 gratulate the honorable-member ‘for Wim- 
“mera (Mr. Sampson) on having ‘brought 
this matter before the House, because his 
action will at least make the ‘Government 
realize their responsibility to insure a 
supply of sacks for the coming harvest. 
Some definite pronouncement as to the 
intentions of the Government should be 
made at once by the Minister for Trade 
and Customs (Mr. Greene)... The trade 
and the co-operative companies believe 
_ that the Government intend to buy eorn- 
sacks, and im consequence they are ‘re- 
_ fraining from operating on the market. 
_ If the Government have any such inten- 
_ tion, they should act.at once. 
a “The honorable member for Darling 
(Mr. Blakeley), speaking in regard to 


of the 


second-hand cornsacks, ‘ewitted honorable 


“Bale of Cornsacks. 11267 


heeninee on this side with not havmg 
taken sufficient interest in the farmers. J 
have repeatedly urged the Government to 
allow farmers to use second-hand bags, 
and in reply to a question asked by me on 
the 25th January, 1918, the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) said— 

The Wheat Pool, however, determined that 

wheat should not be received: in second-hand 
sacks, which would go into~the Pool. The 
Board has no objection to millers receiving 
new wheat in second-hand sacks, as this would 
not in any. way endanger the stacks of the 
Pool. 
Tf the Government would adopt that 
policy, no harm could possibly result from 
allowing second-hand bags to be sent to 
the millers. Such bags are subsequently 
utilized for potatoes, pollard, and other 
products. Therefore there is no reason 
why they should not be used for milling 
wheat. One of the first measures passed 
through Parliament by. the National Go- 
vernment was the Wheat Storage Act. 
Parliament voted considerably more than 
£1,000,000 +o: finance the States 4m erect- 
ing wheat silos throughout the Common- 
wealth. The State Government of New 
South Wales has made fairly rapid pro- 
gress with this work, but in other States 
practically nothing has been done. = 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


‘Johnson).—I am afraid the :honorable 


member is opening up a new matter. 

Mr. PIGOTT.—My remarks are defi- 
nitely related to the subject-matter of the 
motion. The farmers are in a desperate 
position in regard to. supphes of cornsacks, 
and I ask the Government to provide relief 
by speeding up the construction of the 
silos. 

Mr. Tupor.—Are not the State Go- 
vernments constructing the silos? 

Mr. PIGOTT.—Yes, but the Common- 
wealth is finding the money. — 
_ Mr. Tupor.—Do you think we shall 
have a repetition of the “Port Pirie 
grab,” and fail to get our money back? 

Mr. PIGOTT.—No, provision is made 
for the automatic return to the Common- 


wealth Treasury of all money .advanced 


for this scheme. I notice that, in some of 
the wheat-growing centres of New South 
Wales, the silos are already completed, 
but. in other districts they are not. even 
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commenced. I ask the Minister to en- 
deavour to induce the Governments of Vic- 
toria, South Australia, and Western Aus- 
tralia to speed up the construction of silos, 
and so relieve the difficulties which the 
farmers will have to face owing to the 
searcity of sacks. 

Mr. LYNCH (Werriwa) [4.50]—As 
the representative of a large wheat- 
growing district, and as a wheat-grower 
myself, I feel that if one thing more than 
another has been brought out into bold 
relief by the discussion of this very 1m- 
portant sufoject, it is the fact that our 
Constitution is imperfect, or that Min- 
isters have been careless. But notwith- 
standing the limitation on the power of 
the Government to afford protection to 
the producers, I would like to see them 
strain whatever power they do possess. I 
have no sympathy with honorable mem- 
bers who complain of inaction on the 
part of the Government in connexion 
with this matter, and yet will solidly 
oppose any proposal to extend the con- 
stitutional powers of the Commonwealth 
Parliament, though such extension would 
enable our Ministers to protect the 
producers against the monstrous robberies 
to which they have been subjected in the 
past, and which~. will otherwise be 
perpetrated in the future. The honor- 
able member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) 
has pointed out that the chief pro- 
tection the farmers will have against 
being robbed in the future will be 
the fact that they will have nothing to 
be robbed of on account of the severity 
of the present season. However, I think 
the farmers will pull through this year, 
but if they have anything like a normal 
crop they will be called upon to pay from 
15s. to 20s. per dozen for bags. Some- 
_thing might be done to relieve the situa- 
tion by permitting the use of second-hand 
bags; but even if silos are ready the ma- 
jority of the farmers will still be com- 
pelled to buy the usual quota of bags, 
unless they are situated very close to 
railway stations. The growers may pro- 
tect themselves by cutting their crops 
and stacking, with a view to thrashing at 
a later date in the hope that the Ring 
of robbers, finding that the anticipated 
quantity of bags will not be purchased, 
may release them at a. slightly lower 
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price. If that anticipation is not realized 
a safeguard will be provided against 
drought conditions, because a lot of valu- 
able fodder will be stacked instead of 
going to waste. ; 

I have always held the belief that the 
people’s Government should have the con- 
stitutional power to control a matter of 
this kind, and that it should always be 
willing to do so. Honorable members on 
the Ministerial side of the House seem 
to be anxious to get rid of Government 
responsibility in commercial activities. 
They are opposed to interference with 
the ordinary channels of trade. How- 
ever, one lesson the war has taught us 
is that however conservative Governments 
may be in practice or tradition, they have 
recently been compelled to interfere in 
a very radical way with the ordinary 
channels of business, or see nations perish 
in the struggle from which we are just — 
emerging. Our task is to preserve our 
industries, particularly the wheat-grow- 
ing industry, and we should do all, we 
possibly can, even hampered by an im- 
perfect Constitution, to protect the 
farmers by close association with the 
State Governments, and by making finan- 
cial advances to them. The lesson that 
the loss on the sale of the residue 
sacks teaches us is that a more 
perfect Constitution should be sought 
which would enable the Government to | 
protect not only wheat producers but 
other producers from similar robberies. 
Even if the surplus sacks had tbeen sold ~ 
to co-operative bodies the chances are 
that the poorest and most struggling 
classes of producers would have derived 
very little benefit, because usually the 
man who is a member of a co-operative 
association employs share farmers. It 
would be hard to expect him to give his 
share-farmers the benefit of his purchases 
at the lower price. The small man has 
mostly to buy at the average market con- 
citions, and in the near future those are 
likely to be very discouraging to wheat-- 
growers. 

It is idle to condemn Ministers, es- 
pecially when the condemnation comes 
from honorable members who would 
oppose the use of Government powers to 
interfere with any form of trade. We 
ought to learn the lesson that the exercise 


of Government powers is essential for the __ 
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progress and development of the farming 
industry, and that if we are to have that 
progress. we hope for, and which alone 
will enable us to meet our obligations, 
the people must be asked to clothe the 
Commonwealth Government with those 
powers. In the meantime, I hope that 
Ministers will co-operate with the State 
Governments to remedy, and as far as 
possible remove, the wrong that has been 
done to wheat-growers. 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [4.58].— 
Every time I hear mention made of 
farmers my heart almost bleeds. It is 
known to most men in cities, particularly 
~ commercial men, that the trade in bags is 
a monopoly, and that the only people who 
can cope with this monopoly are the Go- 
vernment. It is necessary for the Go- 
vernment and their advisers to take some 
steps to provide for the forthcoming 
harvest, that is to say, some steps other 
than the preparation of silos, for it is 
only by having consideration for primary 
production that we can tackle the 1m- 
portant economic and financial questions 
of the day. Several years ago I pointed 
out how necessary it was to be prepared 
for Peace. For one thing the Govern- 
ment should have taken effective means 
to protect primary production in order to 
bring about a reduction in the price of 
one of the necessaries of life. However, 
nothing was done in the matter, and now 
the farmers are at the mercy of those 
gentlemen in Calcutta who fix the price 
of bags for the whole world. 

Debate interrupted under 
order 119. 


NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
PurRcHASE oF DISINFECTOR. 


Mr. MATHEWS asked the Acting 
Minister for the Navy, upon notice— 
1. Whether it is a fact that an imported 


sterilizer is to be purchased for the Port West- 
ern Naval Base? 


2. If so, is it a fact that Australian-manu- 
factured articles are being used at St. Vin- 
cent’s Hospital, the Melbourne Benevolent Asy- 
lum, Base Hospital, Mont Park Hospital, and 
Jervis Bay, and are giving satisfaction? 

Mr. POYNTON. — Tenders were 
called for a disinfector, and are under 
consideration. The Works and Railways 
Department has designed and installed 
a number of Australian-made disinfectors, 


standing 
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end, where possible, favours the use of 
same. The honorable member may rely 
upon the Australian manufactured ma- 
chines receiving the fullest consideration. 


BADGE FOR WAR WORKERS. 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Assistant 


Minister for Defence, upon notice— 

Whether tthe Defence Department has yet 
arrived at a decision in reference to the issue 
of an emblem to honorary war workers, such 
as town and shire clerks, who have rendered 
valuable service as voluntary recruiting offi- 
cers throughout the war? 


Mr. WISE.—The answer to the hon- 
orable member’s question is as follows :— 


It is realized that a large number of per- 
sons throughout the Commonwealth have been 
most zealous and indefatigable in their efforts 
to assist voluntary recruiting during the war. 
The Government is very grateful for the work 
which thas been done in this direction, and, 
consequently, the question of the possibility of 
recognising it in some way thas been’ very 
earnestly considered. uy 

After weighing all the circumstances, it is 
felt that the difficulties of insuring that such 
an emblem should reach all who deserve it, 
are insurmountable, and it has been decided, 
with regret, to abandon the proposal. 


POST AND TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

CentRAL TELEPHONE ExcHancge—Pay 
oF Empnoygers Servina witH Avs- 
TRALIAN IMPERIAL Force—EMpuoy- 
MENT OF RetuRNED SOLDIERS _48 
TELEPHONE Mercuanics — IsLIneTon 
Post-OFFICE. 


Mr. FENTON (for Mr. Brennan) 
asked the Postmaster-General, upon 
notice— 


1. What was the total number of subscribers 
to the Central Telephone Exchange at the end 
of 1913? 

2. What is the number at present? 

3. What was the number of telephonists em- 
ployed in the earlier year, and what is the 
present number? 

4. Is it a fact that five years ago the num- 
ber of subscribers per telephonist during ordi- 
nary business hours was from 100 to 120, 
while at the present time the usual number is 
160—the apparatus and type of switchboard 
being the same? 

5. If not, will the Minister state the propor- 
tion as nearly as possible? . 

6. Has the increase in subscribers to sub- 
urban exchanges been proportionately greater 
or less than the increase of subscribers to the 
Central Exchange? A 
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Mr: WEBSTER.—To answer the 
- questions as put by the honorable member 
- would, I fear, be misleading, 
~ the equipment and conditions at ‘the 
Central Telephone Exchange were so dif- 
ferent in 1913 from what they are to- day 
that no reasonable comparison can be 
made. Moreover, the load of a_ tele- 
phonist is not gauged by the number of 
subscribers served, but by the number of 
calls attended to, and, further, a compari- 
son to be of value should be made under 
normal, and not epidemic conditions. 
Mr. WEST (for Mr. Yates) asked 


the Postmaster-General, wpon notice— 


1, Seeing that the report of the Postmaster- 
General shows such splendid results, is he pre- 
pared to grant out of the profits made such a 
- sum as will make up the difference between 
the military and civil pay of the 3,726 em- 
ployees who enlisted in ithe Australian Im- 
perial Force, as has been done in the various 
States? 

2. If not, why not? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The answers to the 
honorable member's questions are as fol- 
low -— 

1. No. 

2. Officers: of the Postmaster-General’s De- 
partment must necessarily be treated in the 
same way as other officers of the Common- 

wealth Service in this regard. 


Mr. RILEY (for Mr. Yarrs) asked 
the Postmaster-General, wpon notice— 


1. Whether any provision has been made to 
find employment for ‘those returned -soldiers 
who have, by vocational training, -qualified 
themselves for the position of telephone me- 
chanics? 

2. If so, when will such positions be avail- 
able for qualified applicants who have recently 
passed the necessary examination? _ 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. Yes, by dispensing with the services of 
temporary mechanics who were not returned 
soldiers, and by giving the latter preference of 
employment whenever additional ses apna is 
required. 

2. See answer ‘to No. 1. 


On the 31st ultimo, the 
member for Adelaide (Mr. Yates) asked 
me, as Postmaster-General, the following 
question : — 


1. Whether he approved of ‘the closing of 
the Islington Post-office in South Australia? 
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because ~ 


honorable, 


2. Is it by the Minister’ s ‘fan: that 
only one delivery now takes place where 


hitherto there have been two? 
3. Is it the intention to re- open this office? 
4. If not, why not? 


J gave an ‘interim answer, but am now 
able to furnish ‘the following teply:— — 


The case referred to was dealt with, under 
powers delegated to him, by the Deputy Post- 


master-General, Adelaide, who reports as ‘fol- 


lows :— 

1. Owing to the resignation of the ie 
ance Postmaster and the impossibility of ob- 
taining a suitable successor, approval 
given for closing the office on 3lst May last, 
but inquiries were to be continued with a view 


of obtaining a suitable postmaster. Meanwhile, 


in order to “obviate public inconvenience as far 
as possible, arrangements were made to install 
continuous public telephone facilities and to 
issue a licence to sell postage stamps at 
Phillips’ Store, Lower North-road, Islington, 
also to erect a letter receiver at the corner of 
Charles-street and Lower North-roead. 


was 


2. Prior to the closing of the office, ate 


were exchanged between Islington and Ade- ~ 


laide twice daily, except on Saturday, when 
there was only one exchange, but only one 
delivery was made daily by the postman, and 
this is -still ‘being effected from the Prospect 


- office. 


38. It is intended to re-open the office as soon 
as a suitable person is available to conduct me 
4. See answer to No. 3. 


| CEN. SORSHIP. 

Mr. WEST (for Mr.” Fae 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 


1. Whether any regulation ens the War 
Precautions Act still exists which prevents the 


publication of any item of information regard~ - 


ing the war which was prohibited | during the 


war? ? 


2. If so, will any such regulation be can- 
celled, and when? 


Mr. GROOM.—Regulation 28 makes oe 
it an offence to publish certain matter of oe 
the nature therein specified. It is not 


considered advisable under the present 


conditions to repeal that regulation, but 


steps are being taken to repeal 28a, re- 
lating to the submission to the Censor 
of certain matter*before publication. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. 

Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr. 

Hzcror Lamonp) asked the Minister re- 

presenting the Minister for Repair aaenns 
upon notice— 


1. Will immediate edtanitia ‘be. given. to ap: 
— from returned soldiers for assistance _ 


to purchase homes already constructed? 
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2, In determining priority, will preference be 


given to applications from soldiers (a) who 
have served in the trenches; (0) who have the 


longest service? ee 
8. Is the classification applied daily or over 
an extended period? 


4. How soon after an application is lodged - 


may the applicant expeet a decision? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The Commissioner 


supplies the following information :— 


' J. This: course is: being followed. 

2. It is not thought that this is the most 
equitable method of deciding priority, as other 
factors have to be taken into consideration, as, 
for instance, married men with families, as 
against men desirous of marrying. 

3. Daily. 

4. It is not possible to say definitely, in view 
of the fact that in many cases delay is caused 
by the applicant not correctly completing his 
application, and. by not supplying the neces- 
sary particulars to enable a decision to be 
given. 


oe 


INFLUENZA OUTBREAK IN 
INTERNEES’ CAMP. 


Mr. RILEY (for Mr. Yarns) asked 
the ‘Assistant Minister for Defence, 
upon notice— | 

Whether he will lay on the table of the 
House; or make available to: members, the re- 
port on influenza, shortage of rations, clothing, 
and medicines handed to Mr. Justice Harvey 
(Official Visitor, German Concentration Camp, 
Holdsworthy) on 18th July, 1919, by a com- 
mittee of the Holdsworthy Camp? 

- Mr. WISE.—No such report has yet 
been received from the Official Visitor. 


COMMONWEALTH BANK. 
Mr. STORY (for Mr. Fremrine) 
asked the Treasurer, upon notice— 

Does the purchase of an expensive site in 
Collins-street mean. the transference of the 


head office of the Commonwealth Bank from 
Sydney to Melbourne? 


Mr. POY NTON.—No. 


INDUSTRIAL CRISIS. 
Transport or Coan rrom New Sovuru 
WALES. 

Mr. CHANTER asked the Leader of 

the House, upon natice— 
-.With referenee to the suggestion made to 


him to communicate with the State Govern- 


te Oh OS Btn a 
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Industrial: Criss. 1L27t 


ments with a view to coal from New South 
Wales being forwarded to the Tocumwal rail- 
way station for transference into Victoria, will 
he-inform the House what: is being done in this 
matter; and, if coal is being so forwarded, 
what is the quantity sent daily, and whether 
that amount cannot be largely increased? 


Mr. GROOM.—The Government of 
Victoria has been communicated with on 
the matter, and I now furnish. a copy of — 
the reply which has been received from 
the. State Premier regarding the matter. 
It is as follows :— 

Premier’s Office, © 
Melbourne, 2nd August, 1919. 
Dear Sir, 

Adverting to your letter of the 25th ultimo, 
suggesting that coal should be secured from 
New South Wales vid Tocumwal, as well as 
vid Wodonga, I desire to inform you that the 
Victorian Railways Commissioners have: al- 
ready given consideration to this matter. — 


The Commissioners now report that the faei- 
lities available at Wodonga permit of the 
transfer of 2,000 tons of coal per day from 
New South Wales to Victorian trucks; but at 
Tocumwal the existing accommodation is so 
limited that it would not be practicable to 
deal with more than from 250 to 300 tons 


. per day at that station. They have, however, 


been in daily communication by telegraph 
with the Railways Commissioners of New 
South Wales for some days past in an endea- 
vour to have from 250 to 300 tons railed wié 
Tocumwal. . 


Advice has been received from New South 
Wales that arrangements are being made to 
consign coal through Tocumwal, which will 
mean that. it will now be practicable to handle 
so much more coal in the aggregate. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) H, S, W. Lawson, 
Premier. 


The: Honorable the Acting Prime Minister of 
the. Commonwealth, Melbourne. 


MEDICAL ATTENDANCE FOR 
RETURNED: SOLDIERS. 


Mr. POY NTON.—On the 23rd ultimo, 
thé honorable member for Wannon (Mr. 
Rodgers) asked a question of the As- 
sistant Minister for Defence regarding 
medical attendance for returned soldiers. 
The Assistant Minister promised to bring 
the matter under the notice of the Re- 
patriation. Department as the Department 
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Overcoats. 


concerned, and J have now been furnished 
with the following information :— 


The Repatriation Department recognises as 
its responsibility disabilities due to or aggra- 
vated by war service only, and treatment has 
always been available, either under the De- 
fence or Repatriation Department, since the 
declaration of hostilities. 

All hospitals have been available to dis- 
charged soldiers suffering from war disabili- 
ties, and there was not, at any time, need for 
expenditure on the men’s part. 

In certain approved cases refunds have been 
made in respect to treatment of urgent cases. 


There must be adequate control and super- 
vision of expenses incurred in connexion with 
medical treatment. 

The Department cannot acknowledge private 
contracts with outside practitioners for ob- 
vious reasons. 

Local medical officers have been attached to 
all country Local Committees, and treatment 
is available in all parts of the Commonwealth. 


Contracts have been entered into with prac- 
tically every country hospital throughout Aus- 
tralia. 

The Department provides through any phar- 
macist drugs and dressings where prescribed 
for war disabilities. 

Discharged soldiers, on application to the 
Repatriation Department for treatment for 
war disabilities, are referred to military hos- 
pitals where continuity of treatment is essen- 
tial. 

The Department cannot accept responsi- 
bility for disabilities not due to war service. 


SOLDIERS’ OVERCOATS. 


Mr. WISE.—On the 23rd ultimo, the 
honorable member for Brisbane (Mr. 
Finlayson) asked the following ques- 
tion :— 


In view of the statement made in the House 
last week that returned soldiers would be al- 
lowed to retain their overcoats, and in view of 
the fact that a soldier who applied to Victoria 
Barracks, in Brisbane, as per letter in the 
Daily Standard of 16th July, was informed 
that the issue of greatcoats was not applicable 
to demobilized soldiers, will the Assistant 
Minister for Defence issue such instructions 
as will leave no further doubt that the issue 
- does extend to demobilized soldiers? 


IT am now able to furnish the honorable 


member with the following informa- 
~ tion :-— 
Definite instructions have recently been 


issued by Head-Quarters that all soldiers re- 
turned from service abroad for demobilization 


are to be permitted to retain their greatcoats, 
and those returned soldiers preven demobi- 
lized, who handed in their coats, are to receive 
a re-issue. 


On the 31st ultimo, the honorable 
member. for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) 
asked the following question :— 


Is the Assistant Minister for Defence aware 
that since the statement made by him in the 
House to the effect that overcoats which re- 
turned soldiers had been obliged to hand in 
to the. Department would be restored to them, 
many applications for their return have been 
made to the Department in Sydney, but that 
the soldiers have been informed by the mil- 
tary authorities there that they have received 
no instructions on the subject from Head- 
Quarters ? 


T am now able to furnish the honorable 
member with the following informa- 
tons 

In replying to a question by the honorable — 
member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Chapman) on 
llth July that greatcoats would be re-issued to 
returned soldiers in cases in which coats had 
been withdrawn on discharge, I stated that 
‘‘ action in this direction will be taken as soon 


as the necessary arrangements can be made to 
deal with applications.” 


Previous to the above date, viz., on 9th 
July, all District Commandants were informed 
by telegram that returned troops were to be 
allowed to retain their greatcoats, and on 16th 
July full instructions were .communicated to 
District Commandants regarding the re-issue 
of greatcoats to those discharged returned — 
soldiers from whom same had been with- 
drawn. 


The statements attributed to the Sydney 
military authorities were apparently made 
prior to receipt of the memorandum dated 
16th July from Head-Quarters. 


DISFRANCHISEMENT OF 
SOLDIERS. 


Mr. GLYNN.—On the 30th ultimo, 
the honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan) asked whether I would have 
inquiries made into a report that soldiers 
on returning from active service found, 
that their names had been struck off the 
electoral rolls by reason of their having 
been out of the country for more than 
six months, and asked me to make in- 
quiries and to see that soldiers absent on 
active service were not disfranchised. I 


correction. 
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Electoral Claim Forms.  [ 
said that I thought there was some mis- 
apprehension, and have now to. state 
that— 


The names of soldiers who enlisted for 
active service abroad have since the com- 
mencement of the war been obtained from the 
Defence Department and furnished to the 
electoral officers throughout the Common- 
wealth. The divistonal returning officers have 
been instructed to identify the names on the 
rolls to the fullest practicable extent, and to 
preserve existing enrolments. On his return 
to Australia each soldier, whether enrolled 
or not, is communicated with and advised of 
the action to be taken in order to secure en- 
rolment, if not already enrolled, or if en- 
rolled, the adjustment of his enrolment in the 
event of his changing his place of living. 


ELECTORAL CLAIM FORMS. 


Mr. GLYNN.—On the 30th ultimo, 
the honorable member for Barrier (Mr. 
Considine) asked if I was aware that 
an alteration had been made in the form 
of electoral claim cards, which, he stated, 
now called upon applicants for enrol- 
ment to give the date, year, and place of 
birth. In many cases, the honorable 
member said, this information could not 
be given. I promised to inquire into the 
matter, and I now furnish him with the 
following reply :— 

Where an electoral claim is not in order by 
reason of a formal defect the Electoral Regis- 
trar is required, by his instructions, to com- 
municate with the claimant, advise him of the 
error or omission, and secure the necessary 
This course is followed where a 
claimant omits to furnish the information re- 
ferred to by the honorable member. It is un- 
usual for a claimant to be unable to state the 
exact date of his birth, although he may have 
been born abroad. The form of claim re- 
quires him to declare that the whole of the 
statements made therein, including date of 


birth, are true to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented : — 


Women in Industry—Report of the (Im- 
perial) War Cabinet Committee. (Paper 
presented to the British Parliament. ) 

Public Service Act—Promotion’ of P. E. 
Butler, Department of the Treasury. 


MORATORIUM BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from ist August, vide page 11212): 


Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to. 
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Clause y ial 


(1) Subject to this section the War Precau- 
tions (Moratorium) Regulations shall continue 
in force until the prescribed date. Pro- 
vided that nothing in this sub-section shall 
authorize the making of a regulation extend- 
ing the time for repayment .. . 
for more than twelve months after the pre- 
scribed date. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [5.12].—I move— 


That the words ‘‘for more than twelve 
months after the prescribed date,’’ lines 7-8, be 
left out. 


This is merely a drafting amendment to 
prevent misunderstanding. 


Mr. Grecory.—Will this amendment 
give the Government power to alter the 
schedule ? 


Mr. GROOM.—No. The Bill limits 
the operation of the Act until the pre- 
scribed date, 30th June, 1920; but power 
is given to the Court, in cases of hard- 
ship, to extend the time of repayment - 
for not more than twelve months after 
the prescribed date. Under sub-clause 3, 
power is given to make regulations dur- 
ing the currency of the Act, but it 1s 
thought that the words now proposed to 
be omitted might be construed as giving 
the Executive further power than is in- 
tended. 


Mr. Fenton.—In cases of hardship ap- 
plication may be made to the Court for 
an, extension of the time of payment of 
moneys due under a mortgage? 


Mr. GROOM.—Yes. If, for instance, 
in the case of a mortgage falling due in 
September next, the mortgagor applied ~ 
to the Court one month before that date 
for an extension, the Court might, if 
it were a case of hardship, extend the 
date of payment for twelve months. 


Mr, Fenron.--Could such an oniertbe 
made by a Police Court? 


Mr. GROOM.—That matter is dealt 
with in a subsequent part of the Bill, and 
I shall refer to it later on. According 
to the amount involved, application may 
be made either to the High Court, or the 


tions. 
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Period between ist January, 
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Supreme, County, or District Court of a 
State, or local Court. ‘ 
- Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 5 to 7 agreed ‘to. 
First schedule— 
The War Precautions (Moratorium) Regula- 


13. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained 
in these regulations, the time for repayment of 
the principal sum secured by a mortgage to 
which these regulations.apply . . . . shall 
be, by force of this regulation, extended to a 
date within the month which is specified in the 


second column of the -said table opposite to 


such period. 


First column. Second column. 


Period within which, apart Prescribed month 

' from these regulations, the for repayment. 
principal sum secured by a 
mortgage to which these 
regulations apply is due 
for repayment. 

Period between Ist. January, 
1915. 

Period between Ist ‘January, 
1915, and 30th June, 1915, 
both dates inclusive. 

Period between Ist July, 
1915, and 31st December, 
1915, both dates inclusive. 

Period between Ist January, 
1916, and 30th June, 1915, 
both dates inclusive. . 

Period between Ist July, 
1916, and 3lst December, 
1916, both dates inclusive. 

Period between Ist January, 
1917, and 30th June, 1917, 
both dates inclusive. 

Period between Ist July, 
1917, and 31st December, 
1917, both dates inclusive. 


August, 1919. 


Sept., 1919. 
Oet.; THT9.: - 
Nov., ‘1919. 
Dec., 1919. 
Jan., 1920. 


Fehb., 1920. 


March, 1920. 
1918, and 30th June, 1918, 
both dates inciusive. 

Ist July, 
1918, and 31st December, 
1918, beth dates inclusive. 


April, 1920. 


Period between Ist January, May, 1920. 
1919, and 30th June, 1919, : 
both dates inclusive. 

Period between lst July, June, 1920. 


1919, and the date of the 
termination of the war as 
declared by Proclamation, 
both dates inclusive. 


(2) The prescribed date for repayment shall | 
_ be that day in the prescribed month for repay- 


™~ 
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tions. 
notice of the mtention of the Government 
it is now before us- 
in the very month fixed for the repay- 
ment of moneys 


a 


ment which corr sapouas to the day o the entk 
which would but for these regulations | be or 
have been the due date for repayment: 


Mr. SAMPSON (Wimmera) [oa7]—I 
should like to review the suggestion I 


‘made during the second-reading debate, 


that, as a compromise, the first prescribed 


‘month for repayment in connexion — 
with the mortgages dealt with in — 
the first schedule should be extended 


from August, 1919, to February, 1920. 
I understood the Acting Attorney-Gene- 
ral (Mr. Groom) to say, on the motion for 


the second reading of the Bill, that it~ 


would not be advisable to extend to any 
considerable extent the prescribed dates, 
inasmuch as such extensions might prove 
to be unconstitutional. 
ever, that provision is made in this 


schedule for individual cases of hardship 


to be brought before a Court of justice, 
and for the Court, 
stances, to extend the -dates of repay- 
ment. If such an action on the part of 
a Court would be -constitutional, why 
should it not be constitutional for this 
Parliament to extend for six ‘months the 
first date of repayment prescribed .m ‘the 
schedule? 
barriers in the way, such an ‘exbension 
would give the people concerned 
months’ breathing time in which to make 
arrangements for meeting their obliga- 
Although ‘there has been some 


to introduce this Bill, 


secured by ‘mortgare 
which, but for the regulations made under 
the Act, would have been payable on Ist 
January, 1915: I. do not think the 
position in regard to these wmert- 
gages is as serious as. 
able members would have us believe. 
Mr. Laughton, the Victorian Government 
Statistician, has supplied me with a re- 
turn of mortgages, liens, and. releases for 
the State of Victoria covering a period of 
twelve years, which ‘shows that the cir- 
eymstances of the war have not interfered 


to the extent anticipated with the taking 


out of new mortgages .and Bo discharge 
of old. ones. gree 


Mr. Tupor.—Have all 
registered ? 


We find, how- 


in certain ~ circum- 


If there -are no constitutional 


g1X- 


some honor- 
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‘Mr. SAMPSON.—They- are not. all Victoria as roughly one-third, of the 
_ registered, but most are. I take the total for Australia. 


The figures are as 


number and the amounts represented for follow :— 
Year. 
1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911, 1912. 
aa 
3 Porte d'L rN 11,975 12,904 13,144 12,693 13,491 16,397 
te) es and Liens { No. ae 975 ,904- ’ F , ) 
; Apes Amount ..£ 9,226,628 9,035,081 | 10,112,638 | 10,543,773 |- 12,001,307 | 13,066,230 
Releases .. he ; 8,145 ,82 : 10, 10,616 10,314 
Amount ..£ 7;262,264 5,718,407 | - 8,003,978 8,029,934 8,421,526 | 8,087,522 
Year. 
1913. 1915 1916, 1017 1918 
Total— 
Mortgages‘and Liens: [X0, = 16,848 |} . 16,564 22,8 17,0 14,19’ 12,672: 
Amount...£| 11,096,117 | 10,220,844 | 9,985,529 8,536,811 6;213,134 7,079,408° 
Releases . eo No. in 9,58 10,378 9,161 8,741 8,913, 11,307 
Amount ..£ 6,895,154 8,104,780°|  6;910,220°| 6,557,565 5,633,580 7,282,823 


| _ Mr. Tupor.—Apparently, we owe a 
lot. more every year. 


Mr. SAMPSON.—The total sum of the 
- mortgages taken out does appear to be 
constantly increasing, due to the increas- 
ing value of our security and enterprises. 


Mr. Bamrorp.—Are you trying to show 
that there is no necessity for this Bill? 


Mr. SAMPSON.—No; but I do not 
want to create a scare in this Parliament 
_ by saying that it will mean national 
bankruptcy if the Government do not 
grant a long extension of the terms of the 
Bill. While I have stated the position of 
Victoria, I think it is not quite the same 
as in many of the other States. 


Mr. Groom.—The New South Wales 
_ ¥Year-book shows very much the same re- 
sults. 


Mr. SAMPSON.—New South Wales 

suffered. a severe drought last year, and 

the honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 

McWilliams) and the: honorable member 

ts for Denison (Mr. Laird Smith) inform 

us that, in the last month or two,. there 

has been a severe. snowing under of cer- 

/ tain (parts of Tasmania, which has 

_ seriously affected the position of agricul- 
turists and graziers in. that. State. 


Mr: McWitiiamsi—Have you any 
idea of the: total value of the mortgages 


on the real estate of: Victoria? 


Mr: SAMPSON .—The average of the 
figures I have quoted will give the Hon- 
orable member a very good idea. The 
value of new mortgages taken out per 
year during the last five years averages 
£8,427,000.. Multiplying that by five 
gives: something over £40,000,000, and 
multiplying again by three gives about 
£130;000,000: for the whole of Australia 
other than bank advances’ and some 
aaditional’ sources. The calculation of 
the: Treasury officials, as quoted by the 
Acting Attorney-General (Mr: Groom), 
that something like £100,000,000 worth 
of mortgages would be covered during 
the period’ of the. war even if not affected 
by the Bill, is therefore fairly accurate. 
Probably the amount directly affected by 
the moratorium will not be more than 
a portion of that. 

Mr. Groom.—By express agreement in 
the mortgage deeds since 1916, thetopera- 
tions of the regulation have been oex- 
cluded. 


Mr. SAMPSON .—That is so with re- 
gard, not only to mortgages, but con- 
tracts of sale. From 1907 till 1913 the 
average: value of mortgages taken out was 
£10,446,253, and the average value of 
those released was £7,481,198. During 
the period from 1913 to 1918 inclusive, 
the average value taken out was 
£8,427,120; and the average value re- 
leased was just. under £7,000,000, 


xt 


with most overdrafts, 
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Mr. Ropcsrs.—All those figures do 
not prove much, unless: you have the 
whole of the facts relating to financial 
transactions generally. 


Mr. SAMPSON.—I have given the 
ficures for twelve years, and, after all, 
these things generally adjust themselves 
fairly well under the law of averages if 
you take a sufficiently lengthy period. I 
do not say that it 1s absolutely accurate, 
but we must get some kind of basis to 
estimate how far the cutting off of the 
moratorium protection would cause finan- 
cial disaster, and how many people are 
involved. I take the view that, if any 
substantial number of people are in- 
volved, seeing that the Bill extends the 
protection in regard to a large number 
of mortgages only to this month, we 
should extend the period somewhat fur- 
ther. If the Acting Attorney-General 
believes that it is constitutionally pos- 
sible, we should extend it for six months, 
that is, until February of next year, 
when most of the crops will have been 
got in, and people will have had breath- 
ing time to make the necessary financial 
arrangements. JI am trying to show that, 
in spite of the fact that we have raised 
£300,000,000 in Australia for war pur- 
poses, in spite of the tremendous expen- 
diture on the war, and the enormous ad- 
ditional taxation the people have paid, 


_ the war has had a surprisingly small effect 


on the financial equilibrium of the nation, 
so far as it is shown by the number of 


mortgages taken out and released. 


Mr. Fenton.—Has the honorable mem- 
ber any idea of the number of unregis- 
tered mortgages? 

Mr. SAMPSON .—That 


information 


cannot be obtained, but the number can 
_ be only a small percentage. 


An unregis- 
tered mortgage is generally held by some- 
body who has the utmost faith in his 
client. 

Mr. Wisr.—A lot of the bank mort- 
gages are not registered. 


Mr. SAMPSON.—That is the case 


but they can 


_ hardly be regarded as mortgages. Some- 


times bank overdrafts are registered as 
mortgages. and sometimes as _ liens. 
Building societies and savings banke 
grant very long dated mortgages, and as 
they amount to about £220,000,000, they 


make a big gap in the calculations of the 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams). Very few of them would 
be affected by this Bill. I give notice 
that, if the amendment of the honorable 
member for Franklin to extend the time 
for repayment of certain mortgages to 
August, 1920, is not agreed to, I shall 
move to make the date February, 1920. 
I presume that, if this is carried, the 
active service man will still have the ad- 
vantage of six months; and, in my 
opinion, it is a very fair compromise. 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [5.35 ].— 
I see that special, or stipendiary, magis- 
trates are provided for the hearing of 
cases. Does that mean that the Govern- 
ment are going to appoint special, or 
stipendiary, magistrates ? 

Mr. Groom.—In New South Wales and 
Queensland, there is the District Courts; 
while in Victoria there is the County 
Court. The corresponding Court in 
South Australia and, I think, Western 
Australia, is called a Local Court, which 
is presided over by a stipendiary magis- 
trate. That regulation is governed b 
the words ‘‘ local Court ’’. ' 

Mr. FENTON.—It is to be hoped that 
the people concerned are not going to be 
put to much expense. 

Mr. Groom.—The Local Courts are not 
expensive. 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [5.37].— 
The question under discussion is more 
important than, I think, the Government 
seem to realize. If we allow mortgages to 
be called up suddenly during August, we 
shall place in jeopardy a large number of 
small producers, who are the very people 
requiring protection, for they will not be 
able to raise the means to meet mort- 
gages when forced on to the money 
market. The slower and easier the 
process whereby we pass from one set of 
conditions to another, the better it is 
in business of this sort. Many mortgages 
are in existence which were entered into 
before 1915; and I do not see why, in- 
stead of August, 1919, we should not fix 
the 30th June, 1920, for repayment. 
Many people who have entered into 
agreements for the sale of proper- 
ties, and are anxious to get their 
money, will be inconvenienced if the 
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a is latter date is adhered to, and others have 


practically all their savings invested in 


this way, and will be rather awkwardly 
situated for a time; whereas, if thev 
could get their money now, they could 
use it to much better advantage than on 
the present security. These, however, 
are very few in number compared with 
those whom it would seriously disadvan- 
tage; and, on the whole, I think the 
extension of time I suggest would be the 
better plan. \I see no objection to the 


suggestion except, it may be, some. 
regulation fixing payment in August, 
1919, for mortgages entered into be- 
fore 1915. If, however, there is 


no bar to the amendment I indicate, I 
think it would be wise to adopt it. If in 


any particular State further protection - 


is needed, the State Parliaments 
will then be in position to come to the 
rescue if necessary. The time is coming 
when this Parliament will have no con- 
stitutional. power in this connexion; and 


if we allow mortgages to be called in 


wholesale this month, the State Parlia- 
ments will not be able to act, and the in- 
dividuals concerned will not be able to 
get any help from the Courts. I do not 
see how the Court procedure can be fur- 
ther simplified; and there is no doubt 
that some persons will be inconvenienced, 
and put to comparatively heavy expendi- 
ture. People cannot appeal to the Courts 
for nothing, even in the.simplest way. 
The inconvenience that may be caused. to 
mortgagees and vendors is nothing com- 
pared to the great advantages conferred 
on the bulk of the community. 


Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [5.43].— 
There seems to be an idea in this and 
other Parliaments that only honorable 
members who are of the legal profession 
can properly discuss and determine legis- 
lation of the sort before us. The result 
of this has been, in some cases, that only 
legal minds can understand the completed 
Bills, and there are cases on which they 
will disagree, much to the profit of the 
professional; but the time has come now 
when clauses ought to be made perfectly 
clear, not only to honorab!e members, but 
to the community generally. According to 
this schedule, all cases involving over 
£2,000 will have to be taken to the 


‘High Courts and Supreme Courts sit 
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this will inevitably prove very expensive. 
High Courts and Supreme Courts sit 
only for limited times in the various 
States, and persons with cases might find 
themselves compelled to wait twelve 
months for a hearing. There are large 
numbers of farmers with mortgages for 
over £2,000; and I think the tribunal 
ought to be limited to a District or Local 
Court, with a stipendiary magistrate. I 
see no provision to permit of keeping 
good the notice of one month, if a hear- 
ing is not held at the termination of that 
time; and another point is that there is 
no appeal from the decision of any 


Court. Further, it is provided in 
regulation 88 that the jurisdiction 
may ‘be exercised either in Court 


or in Chambers, though that is not a 
Supreme Court as we laymen understand 
it. All these regulations ought to be 
drawn up so as to be readily understood. 
I do not see that the suggestion made by 
the honorable member for Wilmot (Mr. 
Atkinson) would be productive of the 
benefit he anticipates; for, in my opinion, 
there will be less opportunity to renew 
mortgages twelve months hence than 
there is to-day. If a security is good and 
sound, there will be no trouble about 
getting a renewal. After all, we are 
only dealing with mortgages prior to 
1916, because in all mortgages drawn up 
since then; care is taken to provide for 
foreclosing. If any lawyer who has 
drawn up a mortgage since 1916 has not 
inserted that safeguard, he has not 
looked after the interests of his clients. 
Most of these mortgages are in country 
districts; and we should afford the parties 
an opportunity to apply to the nearest 
Court, and not compel them to incur the 
expense cf approaching the Supreme 
Court, or the High Court, in one of the 
capital cities. We should make the pro- 
cedure so simple that even the mortgagor 
coula approach the Court for a continua- 
tion of the mortgage. If a man had a 
mortgage of £2,000, it would pay him to 
allow it to mature, and pay an extra 2 per 
cent. for a renewal, rather than incur 
the expense of approaching the Supreme 
Court for an extension of the mortgage 
for twelve months, 


Mr. ARCHIBALD 
[5.53].—I urge the 
General (Mr. 


(Hindmarsh) 
Acting Attorney- 
Groom) to consider a 


- eonfusion. 


tion 
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the date on which 
mortgages: will become due. While the 
Government are placing before the 
country a new. War Loan, which is 
more or less a forced loan, masmuch 
as the Government have power to 
compel persons to lend, is it fair to 


3 postponement of. 


_. compel borrowers to redeem their mort- 


gages? Money is dear to-day, and the 
mortgagee has plenty of temptation to 
foreclose and invest his money more pro- 
fitably in other directions, If that policy 
is facilitated, it will not operate favor- 
ably to the War Loan. The Government 
have committed an error of judgment in 
withdrawing the protection of the mora- 
torium when at the same time they are 
floating what is practically a forced loan. 
Although the war is over; we are experi- 
encing, and will continue for a consider- 
able time to experience, its effects . as 
severely as we have at any time during 
the last four years. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) {5.58].—I ask honor- 
able members not to press-any amend- 
ment which will disturb the scheme. con- 
tained in the schedule. The Armistice 
was concluded in November last, and it 
then. became apparent to anybody who 
had the benefit of the moratorium that 
the time was approaching for the mort- 
gages to be redeemed. Every moratorium 
is intended to be of only a temporary 
character, because it is a very arbitrary 
interference on the part of the Stete 
with the contracts and: rights of indi- 
viduals; but this moratorium was intro- 

duced in the public interest, and is 
capable of full justification. Last year, 
when the Government asked the House 
for an extension of the War Precautions 
Act, it was indicated that the mora- 
torium -was coming to an end. The Go- 
_ vernment later considered the matter, 
and decided that the calling up of all 
mortgages on the one date would lead to 
Therefore, a sliding scale 
was designed and embodied in a regula- 
which now forms part of the 
schedule. That regulation is the law 
under the War Precautions Act to-day ; 
but inasmuch as it might operate be- 
yond the duration of the War Precau- 
_ tions: Act, it. became. necessary to submit 
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it. to: Parliament: in. the form in which 


it appears in this Bill. The mortgages 
affected by the suggested amendment. of 
the 


extended would have fallen due before the 
lst January, 1915, and which, according 


to the schedule, will be continued until 
That means that — 


August of this year, 
the mortgagors have been protected dur- 
ing the last four and a-half years, and 
have had ample time to look after their 
interests and. redeem their 


honorable member for Wimmera — 
(Mr. Sampson) are those which if not — 


position. — 


Surely honorable members will admit that 
In such: cases the moratorium was a very 


arbitrary interference with the rights of. 
the: mortgagee, who has been kept out of 
his money during all that period: 


Mr. Fenton.—But he draves interest, ae 


Mr. GROOM.—Interest is not his OAT 8425 


concern. All mortgagees are not wealthy 
institutions. Some of them are private 
persons who hold trust moneys for bene 
ficlaries under wills; and others are men 
in country towns’ who have a little money 
to lend. Of course, the principal mort- 


gagees are banks, financial institutions, — 


and trustee and insurance companies. So 
long.as financial institutions feel that the 
security is good, they do not call in the 
mortgages. 
will call in all mortgages as they become 
due under this Bill, but they may grant 
different terms for a renewal. And is it 
unfair that they should expect the market 
rate of interest when for four and a-half 
years they have not been able to touch 


It does not follow that they — 


their money, but have been compelled to — : 


leave it at the convenience of the mort-— 


anxious to 


Instead 


gagor. The Government is 
do: justice between both parties. 

of calling up all mortgages 
taneously, provision is made for an ex- 
tension of the moratorium, and they fall 
due according to the schedule between 
August, 1919, and June, 1920: Surely 
that is fair. Honorable members make-a 


plea for the men who are hard up and | 


need: assistance. No matter on what date 
it is proposed to lift the moratorium, 


similar’ conditions: of hardship will exist; 
and if the mortgages which become: due 
during this month were extended until ~ 


simul- 


1920, honorable members could still bring 
forward the same plea for consideration. —_ 


_ weopped by this Bill. 


_auffered. 


gradually. 


M oratorium 


wpe 


i» Mr. McWILIaMs. —Does ihe Piinistar 
-eonsider that the financial conditions are 


3: normal to-day ? 
. Mr. 


GROOM. Australia will gradu- 
ally get into normal conditions, .and it is 


- eur duty to assist in restoring them. 


Mr. Jowerr.—A little more cradeatty: 


Mr. GROOM.—These regulations have 
been carefully thought out from both 
points of view. ; . 


Mr. Bovp. —During the war, we have 
kad the most profitable - period this 
eountry has ever known. 


Mr. GROOM.—The 
yaried with different people; some per- 
sons have prospered, and others have 
According to Kmbbs, the 
total production in Australia in 1916 was 
about £270,000,000; but we must not 


_ overlook the fact that wealth has its obli- 
gations, responsibilities, and burdens. If 
in future we donot produce more-than we 


-are doing to-day, our burdens will press 
very heavily on us. 
Mr. 


Arxrnson.—Production -will ‘be 


Mr. GROOM.—WNo. 


Our desire is to 


get the country back to normal conditions. 


Let us resume normal trade .and normal 
finance and the country will settle down 
to its proper condition. Then prosperity 
_ will come. 


_ My. Jowrerr.—But do it pradually. 


Mr. GROOM.—We are doing it 
We make provision for the 
wases of hardship to -which honorable 
members have referred. Application can 
be made to secure an extension. The 
machinery is of a simple character. 
dt is the same as-is applied under regu- 
lation 4 to the calling up of the mortgage. 
Applications are made, not in the ordi- 


"nary way by issuing a writ, entering de- 


fence, and so forth, but by applying. to a 
Judge in Chambers, or on motion. 
When the amount involved is £2,000, 
application is made to a Local Court, 
pe oonty Court, or a District Court. I ask 
honorable members to consider both sides 
of the Saeee | and stand by the Bill as 
) "introduced. t 


is “ea Avavea, 1919.) 


prosperity has. 
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Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [6.9]. 
—I have heard nothing to make me 
alter my view in the announcement I 
made that I intended to move an amend- 
ment in Committee. I move— 


That the figures ‘1919’ in the first line of 
the sliding scale in regulation 13 be left out 


with a view to insert in lieu thereof the figures 


*£1920.”? 
The honorable member for Hind- 
marsh (Mr. Archibald) was right im 


saying that we are not in a_ nor- 
mal condition to-day. Not only have we 
passed through the greatest war m the 
world’s history; we have had imposed on 
us the greatest financial strain. Look at. 
the enormous sum of money which the 
people in Great Britain have provided 
for the purpose of winning the war, and 
one would searcely have been credited if 
he had predicted that the people of Aus- 
tralia would be able to put up the cash 
that has been subscribed for» our war 
loans. A considerable percentage ‘of the 
money advanced on mortgage im ‘Aus- 
tralia is English capital. mnelish 
capitalists had their agents all over 
Australia, because the rate of “interest 
here was at least 14 per cent. higher than 
it was in Great Britain. That state o 
affairs has now altered. Money — 

as dear in England to-day as it is ie 


Mr. Groom—How much English 
money is invested in Australia? é 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It is impossible 
to arrive at the amount; but -no one 
knows better than the honorable member 
that there are agents in all the States 
who have been loaning English money. 
A considerable portion of that money will 
be called wp for investment in England. 
We must not lose sight of the fact that 
the funds available in savings banks, 
building societies, and other institu- 
tions have been depleted to some 
extent by money having gone into 
war loans. Jf it had not been 
for these war loans, that capital would 
have been available -for investment in 
mortgages. We have heard a great deal 
about the consideration that the money 
Jender bas shown to the borrower. ~ I 
have recely eda letter from a Melbourne 
solicitor. I do not know him, but it is 
one of .a number of letters which have 
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come to me since the debate took place 


in this chamber last week. This is a 


portion of his letter— 


In August, 1915, a young man desirous of 
enlisting renewed his existing mortgage for 
four years falling due on Ist August, 1919. 
He went to the war. He was demobilized in 


June, 1919. He has paid up his_ interest 
punctually. He has now been called upon 
‘summarily to pay the principal. The mort- 
gagee says, ‘“I1 want my money; I can do 


better with it.’’ 


The money lender comes down and puts 
the pistol at the head of a man who has 
been away fighting for him. Of course, 
he cannot do it legally, because the soldier 
is protedted for another. six months. 
But if we pass this Bill, the pistol will 
be put at the heads of thousands of men 
who are living in their homes to-day 
all over Australia. The mortgagee will 
say, “il want my money; I can do better 
with it.” Of course, he can do better 
with it. But when people talk of the 
enormous obligations conferred on the 
borrower by the money lender, do not let 
the other position be lost sight of. If a 
man took advantage of the moratorium, 
his interest immediately advanced from 
4 per cent. or 44 per cent: to 6 per cent. 
During the whole of the period of the 


- moratorium the lender has been receiv- 


ing the benefit of that increased rate. 

The honorable member for Walmot 
(Mr. Atkinson) has put my case in a nut- 
shell. Granted there may be individual 
eases of hardship among men who have 
been sitting down drawing interest, what 
are those cases compared with the cases 
in which the pistol may be put at the 
heads of men in the city or in the coun- 
try, and the demand made, “I want my 
money; I can do better with it”? The 
figures given by the honorable member 
for Wimmera (Mr. Sampson) are worth 
nothing if they do not go further, and 
give the amount of existing mortgages 
on the real estate of Victoria. 

Mr, Samrson.—Multiply by five. That 
will give £50,000,000 for Victoria. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS. — That is a 
rough-and-ready guess, but my figures 
are a great-deal more. According to Mr. 


- Knibbs, the real estate of Australia is 


worth £1,100,000,000. As a large por- 


tion of the properties of Queensland and 
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New South Wales are leasehold lands, 
whereas practically the whole of the es- 
tates of Victoria are freehold, the per- 
centage of freehold in Victoria is con- 
siderably larger than the percentage in 
New South Wales, and is relatively very 
much higher than the percentage in 
Queensland or Western Australia. I 
think that we can fairly-set down the 
value of the real estate in Victoria at 
about £368,000,000, or a third of 


the total value of the real estate of 


Australia. The honorable member for 
Wimmera says that the amount on 
mortgage in Victoria is about 
£50,000,000; but one glance will show 
that it must be considerably higher, I 
do not go back on the figures I gave the 
other day. The more I think of them 
and go into them, the more conyineed I 
am that there are encumbrances in one 
shape or another on 50 per cent. of the 
real estate of Australia. 

Sir Roserr Besr.—Ridiculous! 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I think I am 
fairly right. With overdrafts, loans, un- 
registered loans, registered mortgages, 
and other forms of indebtedness, my esti- 
mate of 50 per cent. is much closer than 
the figures of the honorable member for 


Wimmera, namely, -£50,000,000 worth — 


on mortgage out of a real estate worth 
£368,000,000. 

Mr. Sampson.—The honorable member 
has no data to go on. JT have the figures 
of the Government Statistician. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I do not accept 
the honorable member’s figures; but, for 
the sake of argument, let us say that 
there is £50,000,000 on mortgage on the 
real estate of Victoria. Well, a consider-_ 
able proportion of that amount will come 
under this Moratorium Bill. 

‘Sir Rozert Brst.—A comparatively 
small proportion of it will. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—IH, as the hon- 
orable member for Wimmera says, 
£50,000,000 represents the amount of 
mortgages on the real estate of Victoria, 
the mortgages which are not under the 
moratorium are not very small in num- 
ber. ; 

Mr. Groom.—The honorable member 
for Wimmera showed that there were 
£17,000,000 worth in Victoria alone 


' which would probably represent the 
amount not affected by the moratorium. 
In 1917 and 1918 I think they amounted 

- to £11,200,000. | 

_ _ Mr. Sampson.—The annual releases in 

ae Victoria amount to about £7,000,000. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.— According to 

_ the honorable member’s figures, the new 

- mortgages have been from 25 per cent 

_ to 33 per cent. in excess of releases. 

- I-hope that an effort will be made to 

. secure from the several registrars details 

as to the total amount represented by 

~ registered mortgages in Australia. Such 

- information would be of great value to 

_ the House when we are dealing with land 

taxation. I. am not asking that the 

slightest injustice shall be done to the 

_ money lenders. I am willing that they 

_ Should go on collecting their interest at 

_ the rate of 6 per cent. ; but having regard 

_ to the abnormal condition of the money 

_ market, I urge that the protection -en- 

_ joyed by mortgagors during the last four 

_ years shall be extended for a further 

_ period of twelve months, so that they 

_ May have time to make the necessary 

financial arrangements. Unless that is 

done, we shall have the money-lender 


. ~ te 
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: presenting a financial pistol at the head . 


_ of a man who has been struggling for the 
last four years, and saying to him, ‘‘ You 
» must pay up, or go out of possession.’”’ I 
_ hope that the Government will accept my 
amendment. On the heels of every great 
- war, financial trouble has occurred, and 
- in some countries the results have been 
disastrous. “ae 
_. Mr. Ropetrs.—As one who has regu- 
larly to probe the money market, I de- 
_ liberately say that the market to-day is 
_ very favorable to the flotation of loans. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—From informa- 
_ tion that f have received from men whom 
_ the honorable member will accept as 
_ authorities upon the subject, I do not 
_ think it is possible at the present tims to 
__ borrow much money at 6 per cent. 
_. Mr. Ropezrs.—Give me a gilt-edged 
_- proposition, and I will secure the money 
_ at 6 per cent. eerie) 
- Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Very little 
_ money can be borrowed at 6 per cént., 
and certainly no money is available below 
‘that rate of interest. I have had a very 
©  Opedelte Rhee aioe ‘of the primary 
i8m ‘ 
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industries, and I know of no branch of 
farming which could be profitably car- 
ried on with money borrowed at a rate of 
interest exceeding 6 per cent. _.Some 
money lenders, however, are now asking 
8 per cent. interest, which, with com- 
pound interest, means doubling the 
money lent in ten years. With such an ab- 
normal interest rate, no primary industry 
here could carry on in the face of compe- 
abroad. Six per cent. is 
quite enough fer avy man to get for his — 
money. Under the moratorium, 6 per 
cent. is being paid in respect of all leans 
exceeding £2,000, and the money-lender 
might reasonably be asked to rest satis- 
fied with that rate of interest for another 
twelve months rather than that the 
people should be faced with financial 
chaos by having placed at their heads the 
financial pistol, ‘‘ Pay up, or get out.” 
The honorable member for Henty (Mr. 
Boyd) has said that the primary pro- 
ducers during the war. period have en- 
joyed seasons of unparalleled prosperity. 
Thaty statement is not correct. In some 
parts of Australia the men on the land 
are having. a bad time. isis 

Mr. Picorr.—-That is so. | 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The honorable 
member knows of the ravages 
drought in some parts of New South 
Wales, where, according to figures sup- 
plied by him, one-half of the stock- 
owners have lost 50 per cent, of their 
sheep. In Tasmania the fruit-growers 
have been wholly unable to market their 
produce, and serious results would follow 
if these men were asked in the midst of 
their troubles at the present time to pay 


up the whole of their liabilities under 


mortgages or to give up their holdings. 
Mr. Ropcers.—Surely the honorable 
member does not think that the great 
financial institutions would adopt that 
attitude towards those whe: have bor-. 
rowed from them. 
Mr.. MoWILLIAMS.—My own im- 
pression is that if the financial institu- 
tions could obtain 7 per cent. for their 
money, the bulk of the mortgages at 6 
per cent. would be promptly called up. — 
Mr. Roperrs.—Borrowers could oh- 
tain renewals at higher rates. “, 
Mr. McWiLLIAMS.—The honorable 
member, quite unintentionally, no doubt,. 


of the 


has indicated the danger spot. — 
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I hope 
that the Committee will not consent to 
the industrial life of Australia is 
thrown into the melting pot. 

Mr. Ropcrrs.-—This — suggests - Bol- 
shevism. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—tThere is:no Bol- 


shevism associated with a proposal to — 


allow mortgagees to continue to get 6 per 
cent. for their money. When a man 
talks of 8 per cent. he is getting ‘fairly 
close to usury. The man who is_ pre- 


pared to take advantage of the misfor- — 


tunes of another arising from the war is 
not» deserving of much sympathy. I 
have given this matter very careful con- 
sideration, and am convinced that if the 
enormous financial dam, which, by means 
of the moratorium we have been very 
properly tbuilding up since 1916); be de- 
stroyed, a flood of financial disaster will 
follow. I am pleading for thousands of 
men in the State of which I am a repre- 
sentative, who have been brought almost 
face to face with financial ruin as the 
result of the war, and I earnestly urge 
the Government to ae my amend- 
ment. 

M. Tupor.—I desire to obtain from the 
Minister some information relating to an 
earlier part of the schedule before the 
amendment is put. 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. . M. 
Chanter ).—Then I shall refrain for the 
present. from stating the question. 
Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 7.45 p.m. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [7.45].— 


~The honorable member for Yarra (Mr. 


Tudor) was about to ask the Minister 
whether the Bill limited the rate of in- 
terest. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [7.46.|—Paragraph 7 
of regulation 4 of the first schedule 
makes provision regarding interest rates 
as follows:— 

In any case where after the due date for 


“Yepayment of the principal sum or any part 


thereof, the principal sum or part remains un- 
paid, the time for repayment of the principal 
sum or part shall, unless and until an appli- 


cation for leave is dealt with by the Court 


under this regulation, be by force of these 
Regulations extended upon the terms that in- 


‘terest shall continue to be payable at the close 


of the same intervals of time as are provided 
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thereby secured, or, if no provision is 50 


“made, then quarterly, and at the following 


rate :— 

(a) in the case of a cree ‘of which 
the principal sum ~or unpaid part 
does not exceed Two thousand 
pounds—the rate provided in the 
mortgage, or the rate of six per 
centum per annum, whichever is the 
less; and 


Sea 
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(b) in the case of a mortgage of which 


the principal sum or unpaid part 


exceeds Iwo thousand pounds—the — 


rate provided in the mortgage, or 
six per centum per annum, i 
ever is the greater; 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [7.47].—1I 
hope the Acting Attorney-General will 
see his way clear to grant some conces- 


i 


sion regarding the dates on which BIT . 


gages will’ be repayable. 
Mr. 
months is impossible. 


Mr. GREGORY.—I would not ask for Ee 
that, but the suggestion of the honorable’ — 


member for Wimmera (Mr. Sampson) for 
an extension of six months ought to meet 
the case. That will make the prescribed 
month February, 1920. 


involved. It is impossible to find it out; 
but the public generally have been antici- 
pating something in the nature of this 
measure. A great number of people 
have not made their arrangements for the 
continuation of their mortgages. The 
Minister promised a Bill to carry on the 
moratorium for a certain period; but the 


schedule as it now stands will give no — 
consideration in the case of any mortgage 


entered into prior to the beginning of 
the war. 
schedule allows the Court to 
order upon the application of the mort- 
gagor 


gone. 
Mr. 


people have had their right. 

Mr. GREGORY.—But the schetlule 
hag not been in operation, 

Mr. 
all along. We are only putting the exist- 


Groom.—These ‘regulations: Se 
been in operation for some time, and the 


Groom.—An extension for twelve * 


It is idle for us — 
to consider the question of the amount 


Regulation 14 of the first : 
make an _ 


‘made not less than one month be-, 
fore the prescribed date for repayment.”’ 
That would not apply in this case, be- — 
cause the month of August will soon be gh 


Groom.—That has been the Naw 


The regulations were ‘ | 
Pan ened ¢ all over valigbaces © ad Aas time, 
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and special attention was drawn in the 
press to these provisions, and to the hard- 


ship clauses ) pedice | 
Mr. GREGORY.—The fact remains 


_ that it is very little known to the public, 
- and some consideration should be given 
_ them. Only a few days ago, the Acting 
_ Treasurer - (Mr. Poynton) told us 
what the Government proposed to do 
in connexion with the next loan, It must 
- be remembered, in considering financial 
- matters, that an enormous sum of money, 
which ordinarily would be used for the 
building up of industries, has been re- 
ceived by the Government in war loans. 


The new loan for £25,000,000 is to be: 


floated next month; and the responsible 
Minister went so far as to say that, if 


necessary, contributions would be made 


compulsory. If the Minister feels that 
money is so tight as all that, he must 
realize that it will be tight also for all 
those who desire to renew mortgages. 

_ The Ministry should not give the large 
_ financial agents the power to raise interest 
to an abnormal height. _There is a con- 
- gensus of opinion on this side in favour 
of extending the period for repayment. 

It is all very well for people living in 
Melbourne and Sydney to talk about the 
large quantity of money that is floating 
_ about, and the prosperity of the country, 
and to express their belief that the Bill 
will not cause any undue financial dis- 
tress; but the greater proportion of the 
money spent in Australia in connexion 
with the war has been spent in those two 
cities, and has naturally created a 
prosperity that does not exist in other 
parts of Australia, particularly the back 
country. The Minister would not say ‘he 

- would extend mortgages to June, 1920, 


_the constitutional power to do so. 
Mr. Groom.—We are satisfied of that. 


Mr. GREGORY.—There can be no 
trouble, therefore, from the constitutional 
stand-point. Several country storekeepers 
have told me that the stoppage of the 
moratorium would not affect them 
greatly, but if they were called on sud- 
denly to meet their obligations they 

would have to foreclose on others who 
were not in so good a financial position as 
_ themselves. If all mortgages entered 
into prior to the war have to be repaid 
cece, 18M 2. . : ; 
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unless he felt quite satisfied that he had 
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next month, it will create a big demand 
for money at the one time, whereas if 
the date of repayment was extended by 
from four to six months, mortgagors 
would have a longer period to obtain 
the money they require. They would not 
all rush into the market at the same 
time. I am afraid that if the Bull is 
passed as it stands, a large number of 
business peaple who have been financing 
smaller people will, when compelled to 
find the money to complete their own 
financial arrangements, in many instances 
have to withdraw the help they have been 
giving to others. | 

Mr. Groom.—Many small people who 


‘were financing others have suffered very 


badly through the moratorium, especially 
in country towns. 


Mr. GREGORY.—The distress in 
those instances is not hkely to be any- 
thing like so great as the distress that 
would be caused by passing this schedule 
in its present form. The danger I have. 
spoken of has been stressed to. me during — 
the past fortnight by a number of coun- 
try people. The suggestion of the hon- 
orable member for Wimmera (Mr. Samp- 
son) ought to meet the case. It cannot 
cause any great distress to lenders, while 
it will give all who are in any way in- 
volved a few months’ time to get their 
affairs in order. : 


Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [7.56] —No 
one can be more sensible of the danger 
of creating a scare when dealing with 
money matters than I am, but I draw 
the attention of the Government to the 
fact that the present rate of interest is 
very high. It was justified previously 
by those concerned by the fact that we — 
were at war. The war is now over, and 
we are told that we are about to con- 
struct, as it were, a new world. I know 
nothing that would give the community 
so much assistance as a low rate of in- 
terest for money. To show the indiffer- 
ence displayed in the commercial world 
to the needs of the community in this. 
regard, let me point out that the Common- 


wealth Savings Bank gives only 3 per 


cent. interest on deposits, while those 
who conduct the State Savings Banks, in- 
fluenced in some cases by a desire to keep 
up their own dignity, and in. others to 
keep up the extensive institutions that 


me 


tees : 


hold property, 
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they run, give 3? per cent., so as " 
keep the money away from the Common- 
wealth Bank. 
- Bank can get money-at 3 per cent., the 
_ State Banks ought to do the same. 

that means they would be enabled to 


lf the Commonwealth 


By 
lend it again at a reasonable rate to in- 


dustrious people to carry on their busi- 
nesses. The Australian Mutual Provi- 


“dent Society, a very finely-governed in- 
stitution, is now charging 6 per cent. on 
- its mortgages. 


I cannot see why they 
should not continue their old rate of 5 
per cent. In their annual report the 
directors point out that they are getting 
6 per cent., and that the policy-holders 
will receive increased bonuses. In this 
institution there are policies held for 
large sums. That increase means much 
to their benefit. If they get in- 
ereased bonuses it will be at the 
expense of those who borrow money 
from the society, mostly on _ free- 
small cottages; and 
other rent-producing assets. The result 
is to add to the amount of rent charged 


to people, many of whom are policy- 


holders in the society. The society is 
already giving a fine return to its policy- 
holders, and there is no justification for 
claiming a higher rate of interest. 
We ought to aim at making Australia as 
nearly self-contained as. possible, and we 
must remember that manufacturing in- 
dustriey require borrowed money at as 
low a rate as possible. The German 
people did all they could for their manu- 
facturing interests: They got a low.rate 
of interest by the credit of their banks. 


_ It a manufacturer there was unable to 


dispose of his product within six or seven 


months, he experienced no difficulty in ob- 


taining an advance from a financial insti- 


_ tution at a low rate of interest to tide 
him over until such period as he realized 


upon it. I think that the Government 


: Z are making a mistake in allowing too high 


a rate of interest upon our war loans. 


f We must make a move in the direction 
_ of bringing down the interest rate. 


Mr. Fenton.--The interest vege the 


a fey theoming loan will be equal to 54 per 
- eent, 


_Mr, WEST.—Exactly. I suppose that 


. thd rate is being offered as an induce- 
_ ment to people to invest their money in 
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our present expenditure. 
‘is an extremely serious position, I 


“it on account of the large amount sett 


has to be raised. This is a very big ques- 


tion, and one with which we must deal in 
such a way as to avoid: frightening he °: ce 


public. Then, again, no other country in 
the world would tolerate the existence ae 


State and Commonwealth aw Banks 7 


side by side. 


Dr. Matonry.—Other banked are emal- ae 


gamating, f 
Mr. WEST.—That is so. 


If our Stes ! 


ty BE 
and Commonwealth Savings Banks were 


amalgamated, we should save many thou- — 
of pounds annually, .and every o 
pound thus saved could be applied to the 


sands 


reduction of our burden of interest. I 


feel that I can accomplish nothing on the : 
present occasion, because the moratorium — 
But 


regulations are already in existence. 
in my judgment a rate of 6 per cent. 


upon mortgages is altogether too high. Be 


After all, the Savings. Banks are merely ae 


the repositories of the people’s. money. Tg 


The Commercial Bank in Sydney, with a 


capital of only £2,000,000, has a turn- 
Since the 
outbreak of war the amount to the credit. 
account and reserves” 


over of £55,000 000 annually. 
of its. current 
in the various banks of Australia. has 
increased to £95,000,000. 


lia self-contained, we must secure money 


for the establishment of those industries _ 
OF) OUT ns 
At the present time, Australia ao 
is being called upon to pay annually in =~ 
or £14,000,000, 
out of her revenue of £39,000, 000. a 
in view. OF ce 
Surely that 


which will provide employment 
people. 


interest £13,000,000, 
This 


interest is ominous 


Before we.can 
achieve the orand idea of making Austra- 


do not know whether the High Court will 


uphold the validity of this Bill should its 
Bat in“ s 
tates of America® the J udges 
in cases of this kind have adopted a Very op 
liberal view of the intentions of the Fed- — 
eral Constitution. I trust that the Govern- 
ment will tackle this financial problem ~ 
fearlessly. Every country in, the world — 
which has made marked progress has been 
characterized by two things—cheap land ~ 
and cheap money. Parliament should set — 
an example to the community in this 
institutions 
take very goed care that the securities 


Coa gape ee be contested. 
the United & 


connexion. Our financial 


4 -”. 


upon which they make advances are abso- 
 Tutely sound. I look forward to the day 
when the Commonwealth Bank will con- 
duct the whole of the loan business, not 
merely of the Commonwealth, but also 
of the States. The banking business of 
the various States and public utilities 
_ throughout Australia should be per- 
_ formed by the Commonwealth Bank 
- -—that was the intention of the 
people. If that objective were at- 
_ tained, we should establish a certain 
amount of credit which could be utilized 
_ to erect soldiers’ homes free of interest. 
It only requires a few honorable, mem- 
' bers to seriously devote themselves to this 
_ task, and I am sure that they would effec- 
_ tually solve the problem. Above all, I 
do hope that the day has passed. when the 
_ . States will be allowed to float loans upon 
_ the London market without first ascer- 
taining that sufficient funds cannot be 
_ Yaised ~ within the Commonwealth. 
‘There is nothing highly inflammable 
about my proposal; indeed, instead of 
_ being likely to burn down, it will build up 
_ Australia, representing, as it does; a con- 
__&tructive, and not a destructive, policy. 
_ This House has been lax for the last two 
_ or three years in looking after the 
_ _people’s interests, for we should have 
_ ‘been preparing ourselves to meet the in- 
 evitable consequences of the war, and pro- 
pounding schemes to remove the prevailing 
- discontent with our social and industrial 
_ eonditions, The people look to this Par- 
_ Tament to solve these problems, and it is 
to be hoped that we will realize our posi- 
_ tion. I have no desire to be an alarmist, 
_ or to convey the idea that in my own esti- 
- mation I am the “only pebble on the 
beach” in these matters. I am satisfied 
_ that ethers share my anxiety for the 


_ dustries, both primary and secondary. 
_ Some honorable members do not take 
_ that interest they should in money mat- 
ters, but are quite willing to leave every- 
_ thing to the Government. I am of a 
_ different disposition, and never satisfied 
_ until I see something being done. Can 
_ anybody contradict what I have said, or 

deny that I have put forward a_ prac- 
facable and reasonable scheme? Of 
-eourse, in the absence of will on the part 
of honorable members to help me, I am 


oh ‘ 
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future, and are willing to help our “in- 


pe be 
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hel aleahs| and my. pearls of wisdom ” 


which. appear in Hansard will be in- 
effective. That, however, will not stop 
me from pursuing the right track, and [ 
believe that what I suggest would solve 
many 


future. It is our duty, I say, as a Par- 


of the problems in the near 


liament, to remove the prevailing dis 


content. / 


Mr. Yarrs..And remove the Federal 


Capital! i 


Mr. WEST.—If we had a Government — 
in power that was in earnest, the Federal — 


Capital could. be so financed as to make. 


the revenue from it cover interest and 
redemption. We all know the instance of 
Guernsey and Jersey, where markets and 


town halls were built on credit, and the 


‘bonds burnt every twelve months as they 


were redeemed. If the Commonwealth 


Bank can successfully finance the soldiers’ 


homes in New South Wales at its present 
rate of interest, 5 per cent., why cannot 


the same plan be adopted in other direc- 
tions ¢ : 
to. be likely to do much good; indeed, the 
only valuable thing about it is that it has 
afforded me an opportunity to give hon- 
orable members some lessons or lectures 


This Bill does not appear to me . 


in finance, and to endeavour to arouse 


them to a sense of their duties and re- 
sponsibilities as representatives of the 
people. Coe RAE ante 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Denison) [8.25]. 
—I can understand the honorable member 
for Franklin (Mr. 


McWilliams) sub- — 


‘mitting his amendment in the interests of - 


his constituents, because I dare say that 


90 per cent. of them are primary pro- — 


ducers, and many will suffer if they are 


called upon to meet their liabilities at — 


the present time. One phase of the ques- 


tion has not yet been touched upon. This . 


is a most inopportune time for making 
pecuniary demands on those who are in 
the unfortunate position of having their 
lands mortgaged. All the capital that ean 
now be found is necessary for the 
farms and orchards, and if any sud- 


den demand is made, producers will 


be prevented from carrying on their apple 
pruning, for instance, and effecting other 
improvements which are essential to 
production. Land will not be utilized as it 


‘made this afternoon. 


11286 


_ ghould be, and, therefore, will not be pro- 

‘ductive of the wealth required to tide. 
us over our troubles in the near future. 
I appeal to the Minister (Mr. Groom) 
to give most earnest consideration to the 
amendments suggested this afternoon. IL 
must say, however, that I see danger in 
the long term proposed by the honorable 
member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), 
which would, next August, take us into an- 
other year at a time when capital is ur- 
gently necessary. Hence I suggest a com- 
promise, and I think we should not do 
wrong in adopting the excellent sugges- 
tion of the honorable member for Wim- 
mera (Mr. Sampson), who so ably and 
eloquently represents a farming con- 
stituency. Of course, we do not know 
what the Minister may do; he may drop 
the Bill; and then what would be our 
position? There is always that danger, 
besides the constitutional difficulty so ably 
- dealt with by the honorable member for 
Kooyong (Sir Robert Best). The sug- 
gestion of the honorable member for 
Wimmera for an extension of about six 
months would give ample notice. I de- 
sire to be fair, and I was much impressed 
by what the Minister said when he 
pointed out that notice had practically 
been given from the signing of the 
armistice. With another six months we 
ought to be satisfied. 


Mr. Sampson.—We cannot ignore the 
Constitution. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Quite so; but 
we cannot go far wrong in accepting the 
_ €ompromise suggested. We are always 
anxious and pleased to hear the honor- 
able member, who, with his brilliant in- 
tellect, places a case so clearly before us. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minister 
for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [8.30].—I have given 
_ further consideration to the suggestions 
It. is correct, as 
was stated by the honorable member for 


ss Kooyong (Sir Robert Best), that the 
_ longer the period of the moratorium is. 


_ extended the nearer is the approach to 
_ the period at which it might be con- 
_ tended that this legislation is not a 
valid exercise of the defence powers. 
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orable member for Franklin (Mr, 


McWilliams) were adopted, the period i 


of protection would be very  con- 
siderably extended. I have drafted an 


,amendment which, I hope, will be accept- 


able as a careful attempt to keep within 
our constitutional powers, and at the same 


Aa a . , Pt is s, 4 
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Jf the suggestion made by the hon- 


time do what is reasonable and just. It ~ i 


has been suggested that we should, if 


possible, extend the moratorium to pro- — 


tect farmers up to the period of the 


next harvest. That will mean an exten- 
sion of six months, as against twelve 


months asked for by the honorable mem- _ 
The amendment which — 


ber for Franklin. 
I have drafted will provide that mort- 


gages which would have fallen due before — 


the Ist January, 1915, will be extended 


till 20th February; mortgages due be- 
tween Ist January and’ 3lst December, 


1915, will be due in March, 1920; mort- 


gages due between Ist-January and 31st 
December, 1916, will be due in April, 


1920; mortgages due between Ist Janu- 


ary and 3lst December, 1917, will be due 
in May, 1920; mortgages due between Ist 


January and 31st December, 1918, will 
be due in June, 1920; and mortgages due 


between Ist January, 1919, and the pro- 
clamation of the termination of the war 


will fall due in July, 1920. The pre- 


scribed date will be 31st July, 1920, in- 


stead of 30th June, so that we shall ex- 


tend the périod one month longer as re- — 


gards later mortgages, and protect the 


earlier mortgages until February, 1920, 


or until after the harvest season. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—Do you mean the end — . 


of February ? PE ais 
Mr. GROOM.—No. If a mortgage 


would have fallen due on, say, the 10th 


February, 1915, it will now be due on 


10th March, 1920. 
specific date. 


There must be some 
I think this amendment — 


will reasonably meet the views of honor- — 


able members as expressed this afternoon, 


I ask the honorable member for Frank- — 
lin to withdraw his amendment in order 


to allow me to move the one I have indi- 


cated. Senate 
Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8.36]. 


—I am prepared to withdraw my amend- 
ment in order to allow the Minister to 


‘submit the new table, but I must test a 
the feeling of the Committee as to my 


amendment. 


¥ es 
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Mr. Groom.—The honorable member 


can move his amendment on the new 
table, and in that way raise the issue. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


- Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Acting 


Attorney-General and Minister for Works 


- Period between Ist January 


Period between Ist January 


Period before Ist January, 


and Railways) [8.38].—I move— 

That the table contained in regulation 13 
be left out, and the following inserted in lieu 
thereof :— 


First column. Second column. 


Period within which, apart Prescribed month 


from these regulations, the for repayment. 
principal sum secured by a 

mortgage to which these 

regulations apply is due 

for repayment. — 

Feb., 1920. 


March, 1920. 


1915 
Period between Ist January 

and 31st December, 1915, 

both dates inclusive. ate 
April, 1920. 
and 38lst December, 1916, 
both dates inclusive. : 
May, 1920. 
and 31st December, 1917, 


‘both dates inclusive. 


Period between Ist January 


Period between lst January, 
and 3lst December, 1918, 
‘both dates inclusive. 


June, 1920, 


? July, 1920, 
- 1919, and the date of the 


- termination of the war as 


declared by Proclamation, 


~ both dates inclusive, 


‘Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [8.39]— 


» T.am glad the Minister has seen fit to 


_ some provision made that not more than. 
a certain percentage, say, 10 per cent., of 


grant at least half of what the honorable 


member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) 


has asked for, but an extension for the 


full twelve months would be much better. 
We must not forget that within the next 
two or three months another loan of 
£25,000,000 will be asked of the people 
of Australia, and this Bill, I fear, will 
affect that proposition. I would like to see 


the capital advanced, could be demanded, 


and that upon payment of that percent- 


age the mortgagor could secure an exten- 
sion for, say, three months. In my 


opinion, we -are approaching a. crisis. 


Hyndman, in Commercial Crises of the 


| Nineteenth Century, declares that there is 
_ generally a boom, followed by a financial 


crisis, every ten or thirteen years. The 


signs of a boom are—increases in rents, 
property values, and prices of commodi- 
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ties. We have all the signs of a boom at 
present, and, in my opinion, the Govern- 
ment, in this Bill, though not designedly, 
are about to precipitate a crisis which will 
interfere very materially with the success 
of the Peace Loan. What will happen in 
February next if £50,000,000 _ or 
£100,000,000, lent on mortgage is sud- 
denly called up? What will be the posi- 
tion of those who, although they owe 
money on mortgage, desire to help their 
country by subscribing to this loan? In- 
terest rates are advancing. One day this 
week as much as 7 per cent. was de- 
manded on splendid security, with a 
provision that the whole of the loan 
money was to be spent in the erection of 
buildings, and every progress payment 
had to be authorized by the architect. 
The present conditions carry me back to 


-the days of the boom period, which was so 
disastrous to a great number of people, 


though many who could not then meet 
their obligations have since risen to high 
rank and position in this city. I want, 
if possible, to avoid a repetition of that 
experience. What happened in England 
when the Banking Act had to be sus- 
pended over the Baring crisis? Baring 
Brothers were the only company that 
could compete with the great Rothschild 
combination, and Englishmen naturally 
felt proud of that great house, which had 
just floated Guinness’ brewery, and had 
beaten the Rothschild combination in > 
financing the Manchester Ship Canal. 
Everything then seemed to be all plain | 
sailing when trouble occurred. Hynd- 
man states— See 
The bank rate of discount was rapidly ad- 
vancing, 
We know that is occurring in Australia to- 
day. The great joint stock banks were 
calling in their loans. The banks here 
are doing this at the present moment. 
By the Associated Banks orders have 
been sent out that the account of 
any one with a small overdraft must 
be in credit one week out of the 
month. That means calling in the over- 
draft, and the banks are probably justi- 
fied in doing this, because, remembering 
the crash of the land boom, they are seek- 
ing to prevent a recurrence of it— 


Gold was flowing out from the. Bank of Eng- 
land— s 
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- Gold has been flowing out of our bank, 
but luckily it is flowing into the Trea- 
, sury— 
which itself was reported to hold £4,000,000 
of Barings’ acceptances; and a fourth suspen- 
sion of the Bank Act of 1844 was regarded as 
 imevitable if matters were allowed to take 
- their ordinary course. 
Then it was that the Bank of England 
was assisted by the Bank of France and 
_ the Bank of Germany to the extent of 
-~ over £3,000,000— 
A guarantee fund was formed, in which the 
Bank. of England took the lead, and every 
. bank or firm of any note in the city joined, to 
~ Ansure the mecting of the acceptance of Baring 
_ Brothers and Co. to the extent of £21,000,000; 
gold to the amount of £3,000,000 was bor- 
rowed by the Bank of England, through the 
Rothschilds, from the Bank of France, and 
more was obtained from Russia; and Barings’ 
ordinary busines; » «= turned into a limited 
company, and s+: 
_ ‘went into a sort of limited liquidation. It. 
was all thought to be a great stroke of genius 
at the time, and Mr, Lidderdale practically 
_ received the thanks of the Government, and 
was presented with the freedom of the city of 
_- London. 
We have had a boom during the war 
years. According to the Bulletin weekly 
issues, there is not a financial institution 
in Australia but has shown increased 
assets and dividends, and has been 
able to make so much profit by a 
system of hiding, or smothering up, its 
_ dividends by increasing its capital that it 
has really shown, on paper, a formidable 
advance in financial success. Never was 
there any equal to it in the land boom 
_ period. If dividends had been paid upon 
_ the original capital, they would have 
_ © gone up to 60, or even 100 per cent. We 
‘ought to pass a law that no dividends 
_ shall exceed 10 per cent., and that all 
profits, after allowing for a dividend of 
- 40 per cent., shall be handed to the 
nation to meet the war debt. I made the 
_ same suggestion in the State House in the 
month following the land boom. It was 
received with jeers and sneers, but every 
_ man who jeered and sneered then, even 
_ Mr, Godfrey Downes Carter, told. me 
_ afterwards that he wished the suggestion 
had been taken up. It was that no pub- 
tie company should pay a dividend of 
more than 10 per cent., and that all 
profits, after. providing for that amount, 
should be equally divided between the 
- Dr, Maloney. | } coe 
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..i1 other important firms | 
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State and the company’s r 
One of the greatest financial experts wh 
visited Australia when the banks were > 
paying 10 per cent. dividends, said that 

a crash was sure to come. The book 

from which I am quoting, Commerciat 

Crises of the Nineteenth Century, by H. 
M. Hyndman, shows that, on the aver- ~~ 
age, there is always a boom every thirteen = 
years. I conclude my quotations from ~~ 
this book with the followings— - 


That the whole crisis will be a permanent ~:~ 
record of the imbecility of English investors _ 
there can already be no doubt whatever. For | 
those who held Argentine bonds, to which they 
had subseribed on the faith of representations = 
made by first-rate financial houses that had = 
secured enormous profits out of the issues, at- = 
tually allowed the representatives of these very — 
houses to form a financial ‘caucus, specially — 
constituted to sacrifice the public interests of _ 
investors to their own private necessities; 
granting the Argentine Government an un- 
asked-for delay in paying interest for three 
whole years, on condition that they, the mag- 
nates of the money market, should be relieved 
from their obligations in connexion with the 
rotten scheme for the water supply of the  — 
city of Buenos Ayres. Not a single bondholder 
or shareholder was represented on this great 
committee,.of which Lord Rothschild was the 
chairman, and the whole affair was arranged 
to the ruin of the investors, so as to suit the 
pockets of those who sat with him round the 
table. . : 


That is just the history of to-day. Itis 
what I-want to avoid now while we may. 
We are like Moses standing on the Mount” 
of Pisgah looking towards the promised —~ 
land that he was not destined to enter. 
The promised land lies ahead. The place 
of bondage lies behind. Which way are 
we to take? We are given some power 
of choice. SS a ee aa 

I thank the honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) for sug- © 
gesting that at least another year’s grace 
be given, because before that period of 
twelve months expires, this Parliament — 
will meet its creators, who will, for one 
day in three years, have the power of — 
moulding it as they desire. Possibly dur- 
ing that twelve months much may oceur. 
Yor instance, the new loan may not prove 
If that should be the case, 
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a success. : 
and pressure is brought to bear by means __ 
of compulsion, capital will be still fur- 


ther crippled, and the banks will have 


less money to lend out to enterprises, nee 
whether they be.farming, squatting, or oe 
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Moratorium ae, 
te manufacturing. The Goverment have 
gone half the way. I ask them to go the 
whole distance; at any rate to see that 
‘the £100,000, 000 on mortgage is not 
 ealled up till after the next election. 
mi Well do I remémber, with unfortunate 
- memories, the crash ae the land boom. I 
have mentioned the fact that 200 of my 
schoolmates in North and West Mel- 
bourne lost their homes when institution 
after institution crashed. And they were 
not called upon to pay up their mortgages 
as this Bill proposes to do. They were 
merely asked to pay in mouthly 
instalments, but they could not do it, be- 
eause trouble commences once the finan- 
cial credit of the community is shaken. 
This Bill will tend to shake the financial 
eredit of this community. Did not fir 
John Grice, the managing director of the 
National Bank, warn us, not for the 
purpose of giving a Labour member like 

_ myself a peg to hang an argument on, but 
- for the welfare of this “community at 
large, as to the dangerous method in 
which our war loans were being floated, 
_by freeing the holders of bonds from taxa- 
‘tiont Did he not show, in plain words, 
that the man of wealth hip could put his 
_ money into those loans would be securing 
*  areturn equal to 7 per cent. or 7} per 
__ eent., whereas the majority of the people, 
-.. who could only lend small sums of money, 
_ would be receiving not more than 4} per 
cenb., because they did not come under 
. the heavier grades of income taxation, 
which the ‘wealthier investor would 
escape? If the Government want the 

- new loan to succeed, I impress upon them 

| the advisability of extending the period 
-~ of the moratorium for at least twelve 
- . months. That would give stability to credit, 
: which is the soul of true government. 
_ Supposing a man who is starting a big 
private venture is anxious to get a large 
number of debentures taken up. If, at 
the same time, he could take the ready 
: money from thase who had been pro- 
tected so far, and compel them to usé 
all their money and energies in- en- 
_ deavouring to meet their mortgages, 
F _ would he not be a very foolish man to 
attempt to float his venture in such cir- 
- eumstances? Yet here the Government 
are endeavouring to do it. They are 


_ endeavouring to float a loan at the very 
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time that they ‘eal upon people to meet 
their mortgages. 

The word ‘‘moratorium’’ has beri a 
curse with me; but I am pleased that the 
Government have seen their way to go as 
far as they have gone, because, for the 
first time, a dimitation has been placed 
upon the amount of interest that can be 
claimed. A loan in which I shared be- 
came due to the State Savings — Bank 
about eighteen months ago? The gentle- 
man who was’ my partner said, ‘‘ Let us 
plead the moratorium ’’; but T sada OE 
do not think that would be quite ‘fair. 
Let us go and see the manager of the 
bank.’’ Wedidso. The manager of the 
bank said, ‘‘ We think that we ought to 
receive 6 per cent.’”? He gave the reason. 
I said, ‘‘ That is just; I will agree to pay 
6 “per cent.’? My colleague agreed also. 
Others who pleaded the moratorium have 
been able to hold on to the present 
moment at the lower rate of interest; but 
when their turn comes to renew, the 
banks will not treat them in the same 
way as they will treat those who saw the 
fairness of the offer they made. I under- 
stand that, in the case of amounts under > 
£2,000, the interest is limited not to ex- 
tend beyond 6 per cent. 

Mr. Groom.—The rate is to be that 
which is provided in the mortgage, or 
6 per cent., whichever is less. 

Dr, MALONEY, —In the case of the 
amount being over £2,000, the rate is to 
be that which is provided in the mort- 
gage, or 6 per cent., whichever is greater, 
I do not see why there need be two bites 
at a cherry. The Committee is generous 
enough, I think, to make 6 per cent. the 
limit right throughout. I thank the Go- 
vernment for having made this definite 
limitation of interest. I only wish that — 
the people outside should have it sunk 
into their minds that no interest can be 
charged beyond a certain amount. 

As the Minister (Mr. Groom) hs justly 
said, it is provided that when a mortgage — 
becomes due any one can appeal to the 
Court and get justice; but it is not many 
of us who like the name of a Court. [ 
had an experience in the High Court for 
two or three afternoons, at the cost of 
£300. 38 

Mr, Tupor.—The honorable member 
was lucky. It should have been £200 an 


afternoon. 
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Dr. MALONEY. — Unfortunately, 


‘when we run up against these horse-hair 


‘divinities called Judges, we realize that 
they would rather give decisions on petty 
technical -points than weigh the moral 
claims of true justice. 

We have had, we are having, and will 
continue for a little time longer to experi- 
ence, a boom. As a hollow always follows 
a wave, so there will come a crisis, unless 
by the passing of wise laws this ’Parlia- 

ment prevents it. There is no reason 
why we should not continue on a full tide 
of success. Not by any special vote of 
Parliament, but by their loyal acquies- 
cence: in the requests of this Govern- 
ment and Parliament, the Australian 
public has been pouring out its 
money in hundreds of millions to 
assist in carrying on a justifiable 
war. For the welfare of our coun- 
try, to keep men and women employed, 
and so to save misery, we should be pre- 
pared, if necessary, to pour out further 
tens of millions upon works and indus- 


tries that shall supply all our needs. A - 


Government which, by its actions, brought 
about a crash to-day, would be regarded 
with that same loathing and contempt as 

was heaped upon a certain past Govern- 
ment of this State, which was held respon- 
sible for the great crash following upon 

‘the last notorious boom—a Government 
which included in its personnel indi- 
viduals who for many a day thereafter 
strutted about beneath their titles. As to 
that, I desire to read an appropriate ex- 

tract from the Herald this evening— 


BRISBANE, Wednesday. 


When seconding the motion for the Address- 
_in-Reply in the Legislative Council yesterday, 
Mr. Randolph Bedford supported the proposed 
abolition of the State Governorship. 

The Governor, he said, was the link between 
this and the Old Country. The fewer links, in 
his opinion, the better. The good Australian 
was an anti-Imperialist. The Imperialist policy 
_ ppelt Free Trade. 

Mr. Bedford remarked on “ cheap and nasty 
titles.” “Imported titles,” he said, “came 


_ down to their proper position | when a haggis 
_ comedian was made a knight.” 


‘I will say this for Harry Lauder, that f- 


honour him more than I do some of the 
- ereatures who are possessed’ of titles in 
this land to-day. He collected something 


like £300,000 or £400,000 for the boys at 


the Front, and for their women and chil- 
dren. That is an act which has never been 
equalled or approached by any of the 
ee title-holders in Australia i in these 

ays 


mortgages to be called up on the one hand, 
while, at the same time, the Government 
is asking for a further loan of £25,000,000. 
Prior to our experience of the terrible war 


from which we have just emerged, the very = 
idea of borrowing £25,000,000 im Aus- 


tralia would have Haan seared 


We 


would have heard the remark, “Oh, no; 


you will have to go to London to bor- 
row that.” 
been. bled nearly white; but still 
certain of the- Australian States are 
cadging from him _ to-day, 
full well that he has to carry a far 
heavier burden than ever before, and than 
— he should have been asked to shoul- 
er. 
projected loan of £25,000,000, I ‘plead 


with the Government to further consider 


whether it will be justified in authorizing 
the calling up of mortgages after the 
manner now proposed. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN  (Kden- 
Monaro) [9:7].—I trust that the Govern- 


ment will aecede to the plea for a greater 


measure ~of merey to people in trouble 


with their mortgage prospects to-day. 


I cannot see the wisdom of nehoeue 3 


Poor’ old John Bull has 


knowing 


For the sake of the success of the 


Those of us who know the condition of 


the country at present can realize what 
this Act will precipitate. 


aware that money is very dear, and that 


renewals of mortgages will be boa costly — 


and difficult. It should not be forgotten 


that many small men subscribed to the — 


war loans by embarrassing their finances 
for the time being. Yet, while they are 
still so embarrassed, the Government ‘pro- 
pose to borrow £25 000, 000, and threaten 
that, unless the amount is forthcoming, 
compulsion will be introduced. I shall 


\ 


be sorry to witness the operation of com-. 


pulsion, but if it is brought about it should 


be exercised upon those who possess plenty __ 
of money, and who can be proved to have 
refrained from subscribing to ee loans. . 


We know the _ 


present seasonal conditions ; we are fully 2 é 


x . 
Fs 
x 
Be 
” 
oi 
a 
a 


ue eredit. 


their power to avoid those evil days. 


- We should not: overlook — conditions 
existing to-day as compared with those 
when the war commenced. The. cost of 
living has soared tremendously. The hon- 
orable member for Franklin (Mr. MeWil- 


liams) has stated a very reasonable case. 
It is easy for one to speak sympathetically 


| of those parties who loaned money at low 


rates of interest, and who are in trouble 
while waiting to get their money back, but 
what we need in Australia is stability of 
The outlook is not very bright; 
there has been something of a boom’ dur- 


ing the war, and there is the reverse of 
-.~boom times ahead. It should be the duty 


of the Government, therefore, to do all in 
The 


Government seem to be strangely obstinate 


- - operating. 
amendment, 


in regard to the matter at present under 


_ discussion. The people are alarmed at 


their proposals. I shall quote a telegram 


_ which I received from a well-known: busi- 
ness man in Sydney— ~ 


Moratorium Bill, unless this provides for 


extension present regulations until. 20th June 


next, will cause financial chaos. Mortgagees 
already giving notice requiring payments, and 
refusing renewals. Extension vital import- 


ance, otherwise mean ruin to large number of 
small Jand-holders, especially in view prevail- 


ing seasonal conditions and inability obtain 


fresh advances, against which war loan also 


Kindly endeayour obtain necessary 


© “That man handles the financial affairs of 


a large number of primary producers. He 


is an agent, and it would be to his interest 


for his clients to be borrowing money and 


renewing mortgages. But he realizes that 
the primary producer will be hit heavily 
under this measure. It is easy to. speak 


of renewals of loans, and of securing fresh 


ones; but that sort of thing means at the 
very least. legal expense and. mental 
anxiety. Let us not forget the dubious sea- 
sonal conditions. True, we have had good 


rains to-day throughout most of the States, - 


but the outlook generally is anything but 
bright. Unless the probabilities change 


considerably our coming harvest will not 


be a good one, and the moratorium pro- 


 posals of the Government will cause dire 


distress. I intend to vote for the longest 


_ extension of the regulations which can be 
__ secured. No doubt some little inconveni- 


ence and, perhaps, wrong will be inflicted 


sacrifice 
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upon certain parties who have loaned 
moneys; but I prefer to see those disabili- 
ties fall upon the shoulders of the lenders 
of money rather than upon those people 
who have been forced to borrow. I ap- 
peal to the Government to accept the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams). I hope 
they have not forgotten the state of affairs 
in Tasmania. I hope they will not over- 
look the position of primary producers in 
my own constituency, who cannot get their 
goods to market owing to the strike situa-_ 
tion. This is a time when generous con- 
sideration should» be extended to the 
people. Let it not be forgotten that many 
of those who will be the most heavily 
pressed under this measure have suffered 
an inestimable loss entailed by the 
of their sons at the war. 
They are entitled to the best that we can 
give them. I have listened in vain for 
any explanation as to what harm would 
be done by granting the extension for 
which the: amendment provides. Two 
sections of the community are affected 
by the Bill, and it is the duty of the Go- 
vernment to give consideration to those 
who cannot help themselves, Many of — 
the men on the land who are affected by 
the moratorium regulations have sub- 
scribed to our war loans, and their sons 
have shed their blood in the cause of their 
country. Surely the Government should - 
be prepared to agree to this amendment, 
and so to help these men who are con-— 
fronted with bad times. The amendment 
will have my vote. 7 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [9.17].— 
The very moving appeal made by the 
honorable member for. Eden-Monaro 
(Mr. Austin Chapman) and those who, 
like him, are barracking eloquently for 
their friends in country districts, does not 
fall entirely on deaf ears, I am quite 
prepared to agree to an extension on the 
lines proposed in the amendment. In 
speaking to the motion for the second 
reading of the Bill, I said that there were 
two sides to the question, which were 
worth considering. I also said that I 
did not believe that the disasters pre- 
dicted by the honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) would follow 
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Day upon the sarinitas of the 
- moratorium ; 
that the 
hopes to derive from the extension are 
really to be won. I rise, however, for the 
“purpose of reminding these honorable 
members that 
_ which they hope to build for their friends — 


and I do not believe 


rich advantages which ‘he 


the protecting fortress 


by the extension of the moratorium will 


- have very unstable foundations. 


That 
was rendered sufficiently clear by the few 


words uttered by the Acting Attorney- 


General (Mr. Groom), when he oblig- 


the moratorium for twelve months, 


for six months. 
give away the case for the constitution- 
ality of the Bill. 


~ honorable member for 


ingly agreed to a compromise extension 
He now says enough to 


Coneurring with the 
Kooyong (Sir 
Robert Best), he says, “We had better 
not attempt to extend the operations of 


eause the longer the extension, the greater 


‘the danger of the Bill failing on constitu- 


tignal grounds.” That is sufficient to 


‘satisfy me of the truth of what I have 


been alleging all along, namely, that this 


_ creation by the Government will be found 


to be suffering from pernicious anemia 
from the time that it leaves its legisla- 


tive cradle until if ends its inglorious 


career in the High Court. The position 


is that it weakens from day to day. In 
somewhat ungracious terms I said a little 


while ago that this Bill and another on 


similar lines were in the nature of a 


fraud upon the country, and, although 


that language was unparliamentary, the 


passing of this measure and its fellow 
- must inevitably be misleading to the pub- 
lie, who rely upon them. 
mow when this moratorium legislation 
may be challenged, but, apparently, if it is 
challenged the day after its passing, it is 
«a likely to have a better chance of surviv- 
ing than it will have if it is challenged 
a week, 
_ Every day 
sustain an attack in the Courts of the _ 
country, I warn honorable members op- 


We do. not 


or a year later. 
able to 


a month, 
it baconics less 


_ posite, who hope to secure the interests 


of their friends by the extension of the 
moratorium, that the object they have in 


_ view is very likely to be defeated. 


Mr. McWrr114ams.— Would the making 


: of this amendment alter the position in 
es ie Mr. : 


Brennan. 


(REPRESENTATIVES. fe 


be-’ 


regard to the contol of ‘the 


Bill? 
Mr. BRENNAN.—No, 


ciple, but the Acting " Attorney-Gene- 


ral says that we had better not ex- — 
tend its operation for twelve months, 


because it would be more likely to fail if 
attacked nine months or twelve months 


hence than if it were attacked six months — 
That statement shows that the 
Government, from the very beginning, 


hence. 


hoe in ae 


have had no real confidence in the constitu- : 7 . 


tional stability of this Bill. 


Mr. Sampson.—The longer we: extend ae 


its operation- 3 


. Mr, 
comes. 
and poorer, 
remains are laid aside in the mausoleum 
of the High Court. le 


Mr, Lecxin.—lIs that good law? 


Mr. BRENNAN. —No; when dealing ae 


iri , 


BRENNAN.—The weaker it. oe oS 
irom day to day it grows poorér = 
until eventually its mortal 


with another Bill T said it was bad law; oo 
but it is the law of this country as laid 
down by the High Court in the case 


which I quoted at length on a former oc- 
TI can put my honorable friend 
(Mr. McWilhams) quite at ease by say- 


easion, 


ing, “ Have your extension, and I wish 


you luck;” but I can promise him no — 
security in the extension for which he | 
Upon the general principle of 
those who are likely to be 


asks, 
standing by 
poe as by having their money sud- 


renly called in following upon the war, 


I am..prepared, however, to sUPDOT the ay 


amendment. ft 


Mr. PIGOTT (Galars) |9.23].—I join 


with those who have pleaded with the 3 a 


Minister in charge of the Bill to a 
the moratorium as far as possible. I re- 


cognise that the Government, to a cer- 
fain extent, are up against the Constitu- 
tion; but I. would remind them that, 
under the Commercial Activities Bill 


some of the Pools formed by virtue of — - 


the powers conferred by the War Pre- — 
cautions Act were extended until Septem- — 
ber, 1920. The moratorium was also de- | 
clared under the War Precautions Att, 


and the longest extension Ba in Te. 
ON of it is until June, ae 


. Mr. PIGOTT Bohne: ‘extensions. in 
each case relate to powers exercised under 
- the War Precautions Act, and if an ex- 
tension is right in the one case it ought 
_ to be right in the other. ‘The Govern- 
ment, in any event, in taking the bold 
step embodied in the amendment, would 
~ be buttressed by the powers of the States. 
_ Jf the Bill were declared by the High 


Court to be unconstitutional, the Bates: 


gould come forward and rescue the un- 
fortunate individuals affected by the 
“moratorium regulation. 


‘Mr. ~Manony.—Does the honorable 
member think that the State Governments 
would do so? 
ee Ma PIGOTT. —They certainly would 
if sufficient cause were shown. The hon- 
- orable member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
Austin Chapman), who has supported the 
amendment, represents a big dairying 
district on the South Coast, while I re- 
-_ present a division in the far west of New 
South Wales which is at present suffer- 
ing from an unparalleled drought. In 
_ some of the districts that. I represent the 
drought has been continuous since Feb- 
~_ruary, 1918. In many districts where 
the average annual rainfall is 20 inches, 
- there has been a rainfall of only 12 inches 
_ during the last eighteen or nineteen 
- months. Farmers there have lost up to 
_ 50 per cent. of their stock, and have spent 
large sums in the purchase of fodder to 
keep their stock alive. Their overdrafts, 
- in many eases, have, consequently, been 
_ piling up very rapidly. According’ to 
 @tatistics published recently in one of the 
' Sydney journals, overdrafts granted by 
the various banking institutions during 
the last twelve months have increased to 
the extent of £14,000,000, whereas de- 
__ posits have increased to the extent of only 
$7,000,000. The banks, . 


a 


during ‘the ‘period in question, 
- tion to this, we must not lose sight of the 
fact that the Commonwealth is floating 
a loan of £25,000,000, and that interest 
has to be met on our previous loans, as 
well as in respect of the accumulation of 


LNT SE ye ake 


; consequently, - 
Be int £7, 000,000 more than they received , 
In addi- 
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State loans. The farmers in my electo- 
rate, as well as in the electorates of Dar- 
ae Robertson, and Gwydir, are in the 


_ grip of the drought, and are at their wits’ 


ends in trying to finance themselves. If 
they are suddenly to be ealled upon to 
pay off their overdrafts and mortgages 
we shall have serious financial trouble. 
The Government ought certainly to do 
what they can to assist these people by 
granting the extension sought by the 
amendment. 


- Mr. LECKIE (ndi) [9.28 ].—I ak 
never met a Minister who can make a 
gift with such cheerfulness as the Acting 
Attorney-General. (Mr. Groom). Even 
when he proceeds to hand out a 
legislative bomb, he does it with such an 
air of giving away something that one is | 
almost prepared to accept it without ques- 
tion. I would point out to the honorable 
gentleman that the amendment which he 
suggests would make the Bill a very dan- 
gerous one. Under the original schedule 
the people of Australia are called upon, — 
within twelve months, to find a sum of 
money estimated by. the Maneter at 


spe 000,000. 


fr. Groom.—No; I said pe in 1916, 
Ae the moratorium regulation was in- 
troduced, the amomnnt outstanding was 
£100,000,000, and that a great portion of | 
that amount might be aftootad: : 


Mr, LECKIE.—At all events, a sub- 
stantial sum, running into millions, is in- 
volved. Instead. of the people having » 
twelve months in which to~ find that 
money, they would be called upon, if the 
schedule were amended as proposed. by 
the Acting A eo they: One r ae to gather it . 


. within six months, 


“Sir Rosert Best.—He has extended the 
Bul. 


Mr. LECKIE.—No, The first ook 
ment becomes due in February, 1920, 
and the last in July, 1920; that is, in- 
stead of the money having to be found 
in twelve months, it must be found in 
six months. It is hard for the primary 
producers, particularly, to be shackled in 
this way. : 


Mr. Groom.—Millions of Popa have 


been paid off. 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


= Bill. ae “ nts to. 


Mr. GECKIE—-And millions still have- 


to be paid off. 

' Mr. Brennan.—The Minister may said 
this tender plant will not live a year. 
Mr. Groom.—I said nothing of the 
sort. 

Mr. LECKIE.—No one can guarantee 
that it will live at all. 
six months all round does not make it any 
more valid. If the Government are go- 
ing to do anything at all, why not 
‘do it generously? I appeal to the 
Minister to stick to the schedule as he 
presented it to this House, because it is 
a better proposal than the amendment. 
The introduction of his amendment is the 
most dangerous thing he could have done. 
When he considers that all this money 
has to be found in six months, he will see 
the danger, and realize that he is hanging 
on to the money-lender. 
ister to be generous in this matter, and to 
extend its provisions for at least another 
six months, and thus give those who are 
concerned twelve months in which to find 
the money. If the Minister is not in- 
elined to do that, it would be better to 
stick to the original Bill. 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) | 9.33] —I 
spoke somewhat fully on this Bill ducipg 
the second-reading stage on Friday after- 
noon last immediately prior to leaving 
for the country. 
had an oportunity of discussing the, mat- 
- ter fully with land-owners, agents, and 
- country solicitors, all of whom were con- 
siderably concerned with its provisions. 
_ When speaking on the second reading, I 
- impressed upon the House as strongly as 

I could the danger of allowing these enor- 
- mous sums to fall due as they will if the 
_ Bill, as originally framed, is adhered to. 
I wish to make one more appeal to the 
_ Government, perhaps the last, to adopt 
the suggestion of the honorable member 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), and ex- 
_ tend every line in the schedule for twelve 
months. On Friday last, I referred to 
- some farmer constituents who had money 
falling due, and who asked me to assist 
them in every possible way to get loans 
renewed, or have the matter arranged. 
I explained that I saw the trustees, who 
_ informed me that they were quite helpless 
in the matter. The members who oppose 
an extension do not seem to realize at all 


An extension for . 


IT ask the-Min- — 


~ Whilst I was away I. Be 


that there are a Gas number —t am ae 
reflecting in any way upon the financial 


institutions or banks—of trustees of 
estates who are not allowed to extend 
the mortgages to any greater extent than 
the law compels them to do. Notwith- 
standing the legal talent we have in 


this House, and the extraordinary legal 


dicta that Hees been laid down at various 


times, the opinions of the legal 
members of this Chamber have  fre- 
quently been contradicted when cases — 


have reached a Court of law. There-are _ 


a very large number of loans now. over- 
due, which have been protected only by 


the moratorium regulations, and which — 


will get no further ex- 


cept under this Bill. 


‘protection. 


There are a large — 


number of borrowers who cannot make 


satisfactory arrangements, and the result — 


will be that if the moratorium is not ex- 
tended. more generously a large number of 
mortgagors will be dispossessed. When I 


visited the country last week, I was told © 
of a man who came in to sell half of his- 


estate, and the agent advised him not to 
do so. He told the agent that his mort- 


gage was due, and that, as soon as the ie 


moratorium expired, 
would have to sell half his land to meet 
his obligations. That is the actual posi- 
tion of many landholders at the present 
I wish to refer to the particular 
cese which I mentioned on Friday, as I 
have recently received a letter regard- 
ing it. I asked the trustee of the 


he thought he  — 


mortgagee to renew the loan, and the re- : 
ply was that he was unable to do so, be- 


cause one of the Penance aries demanded 
payment. 


Mr. RiLzy That may hepyes tahoe ; 


months hence. 
Mr. JOWETT.—Yes, 


with this ai? 


ference, that the mortgagor would be 


better able to pay off some portion of it, 


and thus reduce the capital amount. eae 


\ 


The following ‘a is the letter I have. re 


celved— 
I have received aye latter: 


cation form ; 


I had: Seninine aed hens to ork on. Se 
‘The 


Crédit Foncier system of Victoria. 
letter continues— 


I had already got those papers, Gende nd - z 
that I could not finance the matter without ae 


disposing of my stock, 


‘aS. 


~also loan sort He a 


J4ao ey, 
‘yah? 
ade 


a 


fr 


_ These farmers have a_ few 
_ sheep, and dairy cows, and cannot finance 
- their operations without disposing of 
- their stock. -The letter goes on— 

a hence my visit to you. 


- ceeding, and I also think that anything you |, 
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horses, 


Then my source of income would be gone; 
I am confident of suc- 


can reasonably do for me you will. I do not 
want anyone to give me anything. other than 
time. 


4 _ These people are merely asking for time. 


There are two classes of people in Aus- 


tralia at present in a perilous position, 


farmers. 


- no time to look around. 


and they are the wheat growers and fruit 
We have heard a great deal of 
the extraordinary prosperity of the man 
on the land during the war, but certainly 
the fruit farmer has not. prospered. 
Many of these men are in a serious posi- 
tion to-day, and I doubt whether they 
will be able to make their repayments of 


_ borrowed money in so short a time as is 


provided for by the Bull. 
_ I have a word to say in reply to what 


was said by the honorable member for 


Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) on Friday 


_afterncon. He told us that people who had 


had their loans extended under the mora- 
torium had had plenty of time to look 
around. I take the case of a soldier. 
Sir Rosert Best.—I told the honor- 
able member that I was not referring to 


soldiers. 


Mr. JOWETT.—I am referring to 
soldiers. The honorable member said that 
people whose mortgages fell due prior to 
the Ist January, 1915, had had plenty of 
time to look around. I take the case of a 
soldier who, early in 1915, bought a pro- 
perty for £6,000. He paid one-fourth 
‘cash; and the balance of £4,500 was to 
be paid in three yearly instalments. 
After making the purchase he went to 
the war, and returned to Australia only 
a fortnight ago. What time has that 
man had-.to look around? There are 
many in the same position who have had 
It is to give 
these men reasonable time to make neces- 
sary arrangements for repayment that I 
urge a further extension. 

Sir Rosert Bzst.—Those cases are 
specially provided for. 


_ Mr. JOWETT.—Soldiers are given six 


- months more than civilians who did not 


- go to the war, ~— 
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Sir Rosert Brst.—They are given 
more than that. 

Mr. JOWETT.—No, they are given 
just six months more than is given to 
civilians, 

Mr. Groom.—tThe soldier referred to by 
the honorable member paid one instal- 
ment. The due date of the first of the 
remaining instalments is postponed for 
six months after the war, and the due 
date of each of the other instalments is 
correspondingly postponed for six months. 


_Mr. JOWETT.—The man to whom I 
refer paid a deposit of £1,500, and whilst 
under existing conditions if he were a 
civilian his last payment would fall due 
in 1920, as he is a soldier it will fall 
due in 1921. I say that in the cir- 
cumstances that is not a sufficient con- 
cession. I have no desire to press the 
Minister unduly, but I ask him, even at 
this late hour, to concede what the hon- 
orable member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) has asked, and add twelve 
months to every one of the lines in the 
schedule. : Sea 
Mr. YATES (Adelaide) [9.50}.—I 
shall not delay the Committee in speak- 
ing on this Bill. I wish only to intimate 
that my vote will be given for an exten- 
sion of the time for repayment of loans. 
From what has been said by honorable * 
members who know something of the 
money sharks, this is a Bill to protect the 
victims of the Shylocks, and I am pre- 


pared to extend for as long as I can the 


time within which the victim shall not be 
called upon to pay his pound of flesh. 
Honorable members may put any legal 
construction they please upon the pro- 
visions of a measure such as this, but all 
will probably be wrong until the last 
arbitrator is called upon to give his 
opinion, and he is bound to be right, be- 
cause he is the last person to whom the 
matter is referred. — | 

Mr. MoWiturams.—And by the time 
a man has paid for four appeals, the law- 
yers will have got the lot. 


Mr. YATES.—No, the victim will still 
have his mortgage. I am reminded of 
the farmer who, when a blizzard “blew all 
he had off his land, said, ‘‘ Thank God, the 
mortgage is left.’’ There must be an 
enormous amount of money in Australia 
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“am people are still able to lend money cannot hope: to fiaece thes is tried! a « 
ee pite of the huge sacrifices they are the country if those in charge of them are ae 
en re to have made to carry on the war. carrying on with overdrafts, and are for Be. 


_ We appear to have more money than we. ever at the mercy of money lenders. 
ever had before. Where did it all come Those who live upon interest without any. 
from? Who are the men who created effort of their own are merely battening ae 
it? We are playing up to the financial upon the industry of th e who utilize - - 
_ brigands of the community. The worker their money, and that, in the last analy- 
is not a victim of the financial brigand sis, is immoral and wrong. Howeyer, 
because he has never sufficient. security that is the system under which we live, 
_ to enable him to apply for a loan, We and I suppose we shall continue to live 
are dealing in this Bill with a fight be- under it until the people are prepared — 
‘ween the men who have security to offer for the nationalization of finance. I hope — 
and the men who have money to lend. — that. the Committee will give those who 
Mr. Maxwztui.—The money lender ig are suffering under existing conditions the 
not a brigand when you go to him to ask relief that is asked for in connexion with ~~ 
him for a loan. He is only a brigand this measure. When we come to discuss 
when you .are asked to pay what you “the finances of the Commonwealth ii - an 
have borrowed. ie ea raat ene Mite 6 will con- 
- Mr. YATES.—The honorable member “Cer what our financial obligations are. 
makes a distinction as to when the Geo Me have borrowed £300,000,000 or there- eit 
lender is a brigand, but, personally, abouts. When the first £20,000,000 loan 
think that he is always a Head. or floated by Mr. Fisher it was to be 
‘As soon as this House and the coun- S%4 tm lots of £5,000,000, and the ~ 
tay are willing to nationalize financé, so iP awa ier seit a Paine diy 
that when a man requires assistance to ee ee ee prea pe hot, 
Oe Fliga Ganivitre ha ee. tude 6 turbance which would disrupt industry. — 
eer a ey ee ines then ave have borrowed four and — 
people, and get a fair deal from them, I 5 h, 4 ate 
shall be ready to support that réforry: ve times ae ae ee going to. ce 
borrow again from the same source. One. 


A beginning was made with the national- e 
ization of finance in South Australia when Of these days the people will demand 


the State Bank was established. Every from us a knowledge of why and how 
one will tell you that it has been a huge they have been tricked. According to the 
success. Though it has not done all that press, in all other countries, _ especially | 
was Rie peeed. it has stabilized interest, in England, the people are beginning to: oe 
It has prevented the money lenders from take things into their own hands, simply ge 
digging their talons too deeply into the because they have not been led in the ).2 oes 
producers, because the latter have the right direction, and have not been fairly 
State Bank to go to, and its operations dealt with in regard to profiteering and 
have levelled the rate of interest on bor- exploitation during the war. This is a- 
rowed money. It appears to me that this matter of protecting needy people, who 
_ isa Bill intended to protect those who are are in danger of having the financial 
in the hands of the money lenders from talons stuck deeper into them;-and, if an — 
. cae too rie ak — ia shat Bg amendment were moved to ’ extend the 
_ strenuous times we have pass rou ee | | 1 ee gd 
_ The honorable ae for East Bice pening eee ee ents, | VCHee ee py a, 
- (Mr. West) referred to the extension of mee: 
ee oe ae of the Commonwealth Bank. Mr. LYNCH (Werriwa) [9. BT] —I eka 
“We should be doing something practical rise to reiterate the plea I made to the 
- Minister on the second reading to accept 


: in the way of assisting the primary pro- 
_ ducers, and the people generally, if, in the principle of the amendment. It is 


- dealing with Bills of this kind, we took gratifying to find that members on both © 
_ that Bank into consideration, and made sides have revised their opinions regard- 
__ provision ide O54) shiculd. cone. 400 ie ing the importance of the objections we ~~ 
assistance of those having loans falling raised to the Bill at the second-reading ; 
ie due. That would be one way of begin- stage. Greater consideration has 
ning the’ nationalization of finance. We evidently made them realize the Bak 


Te icant 
stances cam we consider the Pei ons 
that are about to develop as normal. The 
difficulty of raising money is most pro- 
nounced everywhere. 


ALY a) 


Phe dee no (ae 0 


The New South 
_ Wales Government are paying 52 per 


cage “eent. interest in England, whilst paying 


danger that threatens. 


. only 5 per cent. in their own State. The 


danger we pointed out on the second read- 
ing is very real—I refer to the induce- 
ments and incentives that exist under 
percent conditions to men who can realize 
on their mortgages to do so, and invest 
in those war loans which are not subject 
to income tax. None of us want to hurry 
into debt, although it is said that to be 
in debt is a certain sign of respectability, 
because it shows that the party once had 
eredit. We are all keenly alive to the 
Whilst [ am will- 
ing to admit the truth of the case put 


forward by the other side, still, acting on 


_ the broad principle of the greater good to 
the greater number, looking at it from 


oS the stand-point of security, and the fact 
that we have to raise huge sums to settle 


war claims and pay for repatriation, any 
disabilities caused through the prolonga- 


- tion of a law such as this would be out- 


weighed by the advantages gained 
_ through avoiding great financial disturb- 
ances. J am pleased that the view that 
seemed to be held by only a few of us 
on Friday has now a large number of 
adherents in the Committee. I, there- 
fore, appeal to the Minister to do the 
graceful thing, and take the one step 
further by conceding another six months. 
As a layman, I prefer mot to discuss the 
eonstitutional question. It makes one 
giddy to listen to the trained legal in- 


tellects debating the constitutional points ‘ 


involved. Certainly, twelve months will 


give people a longer time to appeal to 


- the higher Courts against the measure; 
-but, if the Minister will go the whole 


hog, the amount of benefit will be far 
greater than any rete that will be 


Bast eaused. 


_ Mr, RODGERS (Wiannon ) {10.0 |.—It 
is very easy to be generous with the goods 
of other people. A mortgage is only a 


Ss private contract registered by the State. 
i 2 ‘oe mortgages entered into Sedat to the 
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proclamation “of. the regulations were 


mate with the full “knowledge of 
the law and the state of the in- 
dustry in which each man was en- 
gaged. Nlo one will say that during the 
war period many industries in this coun- 
try have languished. On the whole, it 


_has not been a period in which either the 


primary or secondary industries have 
been depressed. It is the bounden duty 
of every member to look at both sides of: 
the case in considering a measure of this 
kind. We should endeavour to classify 
fairly the loan moneys of Australia. In 
the matin, the largest amount will be 
found to be lent by the large financial 
institutions, such as the insurance com- 
panies and the big trustee companies. And 
banking institutions have lent to a 
smaller extent, because they have to keep 
their capital more available and some in 
a, Tiguid state, therefore, as a rule, they do 
not enter into mortgages at fixed rates for 
fixed periods. We come then to a fairly 
substantial proportion of loans made in 
small amounts by individuals who de- 
pend for their livelihood on the ineome 
from them. J ask the Committee to take 
the condition of those people inte con- 
sideration. The issue has been fully and 
fairly debated in a non-partisan spirit, 
and many of ‘the jspeakers have been 
very informative: but 1t must not be for- 
gotten that the whole question of publie - 
eredit is involved. The financial re- 
sources and abilities of Australia have 
been greatly strained, and we, perhaps, 
have contributed to the increased cost of 
living by the continual habit of extending 
the internal credit of Australia and 
facilitating the desire of everybody to pur- 
chase whatever he wants. By our huge 
loan schemes, the expansion of the note 
issue, and many’ other means, we in this - 
House have contributed in a large degree © 
to the present inflated and abnormal con- 
dition of affairs. The law of absorption 
operates whether we notice it or not, and 
is reflected nowhere better than in the 
financial world, Where there is money, 
it will be absorbed. The prices of land, 
stock, or wages rise, ‘and largely 
follow the availability of money. 
Before I entered politics I had a 
ae deal to mere with: the ones: of 


- 


11298 


loans, particularly for the primary pro- 
ducers. Many members who have spoken 
in favour of the amendment have done so 
in the earnest desire to secure an advan- 
tage for the producers; but my deliberate 
opinion is that the present is probably a 
far more favorable period to obtain loans 
in this country than twelve months hence 
will be. I was engaged before I entered 
this House in probing the money market, 
particularly the financial houses of this 
city, such as the trustee companies, Im- 
surance companies, and solicitors’ offices, 
to securé money wherever we could , get 
it, I was a keen buyer of money 
at the time, and we went to work 
in the’ keenest possible way to secure 
it at the lowest rates of interest. 
I have no hesitation in saying that to- 
day is a very favorable time for the flota- 
tion of loans. Notwithstanding the 
generosity of the Government in extend- 
ing the pericd of the moratorium for a 
further six months, in response to the 
suggestion of the honorable member for 
Wimmera (Mr. Sampson), who deserves 
the fullest possible credit for recognising 
that such an extension would bring in the 
proceeds of another wool clip, as well as 
of another harvest, I recommend any man 
who has a loan falling due not to take 
advantage of the Minister’s amendment, 
but to get in quickly and rearrange his 
mortgage. The honorable member for 
- Indi (Mr. Leckie), with the best possible 
desire, pointed out that the effect of the 
amendment would be to confine within a 
period of six months the maturing of all 
loans, thereby placing an undue tax on 
the money market. I agree that there is 
no compulsion about the matter. Every 
man will have the full period within 
- which to act, just as he had before; but 

I would point out that most of the meort- 
gages which have been arranged since the 
moratorium regulations became operative, 
are quite outside- the scope of this Bull, 
and of those regulations. That has been 
_ the result of a deliberate act on the part 

of the borrowers and lenders. 


Mr. McWittiams.—The satne remark 
applies to contracts for the sale of land. 

“Mr. RODGERS.—Exactly. I am as 
 solicitous for the welfare of the producers 
_as is any honorable member present; but 
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“ contracts. 


I feel that it is our bounden du y to ask 
ourselves whether we are meting out even- 
handed justice to all parties under these 
Are we fairly considering 
those who are dependent for their liveli- 
hood upon the incomes which they derive 
from mortgages ? fo SS ee 
Mr. Jowrtr.—They get their interest. — 
Mr. RODGERS.—I know that; but, 
as producers, we have always claimed the 
right to sell our goods on the open mar- 


kets of the world, and they have the 


right to sell their money in the same way. 


Need I remind the Committee that many 
honorable members in this chamber have 


repeatedly asked for the abolition of all 


our. War Precautions Regulations, in- 
eluding the moratorium? 


mortgages. The money market to-day is 
more favorable than it may be twelve 


months hence, because in that period we 


shail have another loan for 
£25 000,000. 
who has-an outstanding mortgage, about 
which there is doubt and uncertainty, 
should at once 
view to rearranging it. Aceording to the 
honorable member for Adelaide (Mr. 


Yates), every person or institution which 


raised 


lends money in this country must be 


classed as a vampire or financial brigand. 


Personally, that is not my experience. In. 


all our large financial institutions, a most 


dependable policy has been laid down. 


Those institutions care for their clients 


who borrow money from them. Unlesstheir __ 
clients prosper, the institutions themselves __ 
During the war, period, — 


cannot prosper. 
the banks in Australia have not raised 
their rate of interest. 
no attempt to >profiteer. 


tions. 
we have had very little to complain of 
during the war period. - 


from war to peace; and in meeting the 


very reasonable request of the honorable ~ 


member for Wimmera (Mr. ‘Sampson), 


they have gone as far as we have a right = 
to expect them to go. _ Ee al? 


IT hold that 
everybody has had fair notice of the in- 
tention. of the Legislature in regard to — 


I say that every person 


set to work with a 


They have made = 
We ought, — 
therefore, to be fair to those whose busi- 
ness it is to lay down a policy with regard 
to the running of huge financial institu- — 
Concerning the price of money, — 


| Now that we 
have reached the post-war period, the — 
Government are grading the transition 


ee. 
of 


Pk 


CP 
Vig 
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_ Moratorium 
Amendment (by Mr, McWu1r1ams) fe eae 3 : 
HE proposed— Pd ciara tee Chanter, J. M. Anstey, F. 
That the word “February” be omitted rine A Considine, M, P 
from the proposed amendment with a view to ea teane ; Pe eae 
PEOR Fleming, W. M., Corboy, E. W. 


the insertion of the word ‘* August ’’~in lieu 
_ thereof. - 234 
z= Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [10.12|.— 
_ There is just one matter to which I par- 
ticularly desire to refer, namely, the pro- 
_ vision in regard to active service men. 
In two separate measures, that provision 
is of a most generous character indeed. 
Every soldier who has a mortgage upon 
his land of not more than £2,500 
may bring that land under the opera- 
tion of the Discharged Soldiers’ Settle- 
ment Act, and thereby obtain an ad- 
vance, if necessary, up to 90 per cent. 
of the value of the land, repayable over 
a period of thirty years. 
—  yision which obtains in regard to rural 
areas. A similar provision is operative 
in regard to metropolitan and township 
lands in any part of the Commonwealth 
under the War Service Homes Act. 


¥ Question—That the word “ February” - 
stand part of the proposed amendment— 


put. The Committee divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 
Bayley, J. G. 


Gibson, W. G.. 
Glynn, P. MeM, 
Greene, W..M,.. - 
/ Gregory, H. 
Groom, L. H. 
Livingston, J. ~ 
| “Mackay, G. H. 
- Maxwell, G. A. 


Blakeley, A. 
Brennan, F. 
Chapman, Austin 
Charlton, M. 
Fenton, J. E. 
= Finlayson, W. F. 
Jowett, E, . 
Bee ueckie; J. Wr = 
Boo aynch, J. 
- Mahony, W. G.. 
Maloney, Dr. 


25 
20 


—_ 


5 


AYES. 


Orchard, R. B. 
Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. 8S. 
Sampson, S. 
Sinclair, H. 


|Smith, Bruce 


Smith, Laird 
Spence, -W. G. 
Webster, W, 
Wise, G. H. 
SU CRLERS £ 
Story, W. H. 
Thomson, John 


Nozs. , 
McWilliams, W. J. 


Pigott, H: R. M. 
Riley, E. 

Pudor 2G: 
Watkins, D. 
West, J. E, 
Yates, G. E. 


Tellers: 
Mathlews, J. 


{Page, J. 


Watt, W. A. 


That is the pro- 


Higgs, W. G. 
McDonald, C. 
McGrath, D. C. 
Nicholls, 8S. R. 
Wallace, C. 


Foster, Richard 
Best, Sir Robert 
Bamford, F. W. 
Lamond, Hector 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
. Amendment of the amendment nega- 
tived. RT 

Amendment (by Mr. McWurttrams) 
proposed==— 2 = : 

That the word “ February ” be omitted from 


the proposed amendment, with a view to insert 
in lieu thereof the word “ May ”’. 


The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Atkinson).—I cannot accept the 
amendment. ‘The Committee has decided 
that the month shall be February. 

Amendment agreed to. peaether a) 

Amendments (by Mr. Groom) agreed 
fom a 

That the words ‘‘ thirty-first day of August, 
1919,” regulation 138, sub-regulation 3, be left 
out, with a view to insert in lieu thereof the 
words “twenty-ninth day of February, 1920”; 

That the words. ‘‘ thirty-first day of August, 
1919,” regulation 13, sub-regulation 4, be left 
out, with a view to insert in’ lieu thereof the 
words “twenty-ninth day of February, 1920”. 


First schedule, as amended, agreed to. 
Progress reported. . 


ADJOURNMENT... 
A.T.¥, Bapaes—Nvurses—Nore PRINTING © 
Ovrvicn. : | 


Motion (by Mr. Groom) proposed— 

That the House do now adjourn. © 

Mr. PAGE (Maranoa) [10.25]—I 
wish to draw the attention of the, As- 
sistant Minister for Defence (Mr. WY ise) 
to the proposal to give to the Defence pay 
clerks, who left for Europe in January 
this year, after the Armistice had been 
signed, the same badge for service over- 
geas aS is given to the men who fought 
at the Front. If this proposal be carried 
out, the badge will prove of no value at 
all to those who left Australia and fought. 
If the Government desire to depreciate 
the value of the badge our fighting men 


are wearing to-day, then let it be given 
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eae 
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< to all the cold-footers who steppe in 
_ Australia. 


Mr. Bruce Surrz. —The badge will 


become like the German iron cross. 


Mr. PAGE.—Exactly the same. When 


the honorable member for Parkes (Mr. 
Bruce Smith) asked a question to-day on 


: this subject the Minister evaded answer- 
ing it very well indeed. He said that 


no men except those who had been on 


‘service overseas would get a medal. 


But the honorable member for Parkes 
did not say anything about medals. 

Mr. Wisz.—That is the only thing he 
spoke about. 

Mr. PAGE.—dHe spoke about badges. 
“Mr. Wisz.—No, the did not. 

Mr. Bruce Smrru.—I spoke first of 


| medals, and then { said I meant badges. 


% 


Mr. PAGE.—1I know what the honor- 
able member for Parkes meant, and I 
know that the feeling of every ‘member 
of this House is against giving to those 
who went to Europe last January as 
pay clerks, the same badges as 
are given to men who went away and 
fought for Australia. Hf the pay clerks 
are to get these badges, why should they 
not be given to the whole lot of us? Why 
not give one to the honorable member for 
Nepean (Mr. Orchard), who has done 
valuable service as Minister? And why 
should not the badges be given, also, to 
men who have gone round the country 


asking others to enlist and fight, but who. 


did not go themselves? J say, ad- 
visedly, that if the Government’ want to 
depreciate the value of that little brass 
badge, let them give it to every man who 
Went away. 
should be given to men who did not 
sacrifice anything in furthering the in- 
terests of their country durtng the war. 
‘Mr. Corser.—And who took no risks 


é either. 


Mr. PAGE.—Some of them took less 


risks than I did. I have just as much 
right to wear the badge as many of them. 
~ I honour the men who are at present 
- wearing that badge, because I know they 
_ have done something for me and mine. 
_ I know what bald-faced medals mean. 


When I ‘was soldiering, military men 


a shells not wear medals potbous the bar, 
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It is scandalous that it 
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i. meant that the wearer ha oe seen 
active service. I have-no objection to the 
Government giving men a medal for a 


specific purpose; but they should wear a 
badge distinctive from that given to those — 


who have fought and bled for this — coun- 
try. 


Mr. WISE (Gippsland — Asoinant 


Minister for Defence) [10.29 ]—I¢ is not on 


the first time that the honorable member — 


for Maranoa (Mr. Page) has thought ft 
to make false accusations against honor- 
able members on this side of the House. 
He has just accused me of evading a 
question put to me by the 
member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce Smith), 
and I again point out that the honorable | 
member for Parkes did not ask me any- 
thing about badges. He inquired about 


war medals, and F explained to him aera pie 
“I may add, in 
connexion with this matter, that 14 is  . 


ly what the position was. 


almost useless for a Minister to answer 
questions in this House, because at times 
long answers are given in reply to certain — 


questions, and then next day some other __ 


honorable member get up and repeats 
practically the same questions. The re- 
plies appear in Hansard. As late as” 


honorable © 


ee 
~ 


Sse 
* 


last Friday, in reply to the honeraa es : 


member for New England (14.-Colonel 
Abbott), who, I remind the House, is not 
one of those who stayed at home, but who 
went and fought oversea himself, I gaye 
a reply in regard to this matter, which — 
is recorded in Hansard. 

Mr. Tupor.—The Hansard report of 


last Friday’s proceedings is not salable’ a 


yet 3 

Mr. WISE.—But if honorable mem- eh ii 
bers were in the House, doing their duty, — 
they would hear the answers to these ae Bat 


tions. 


often than you are, 
Mr. 


he is not here oftener. 


of last Friday he will obtain the yr: 
mation asked for. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN 


Mr. Pacr.—I'am in the House more 


WISE. —The honorable moter 
may have been in the House longer, but 
I can only say — 
that if he will read the report of Hansard ~ 


Pe ts 


eee 


artes 


(Eden- i : his 
Monaro) [10.32].—Did I. araderennd ae 
the Minister | in charge of the stOHee: to Sacha 


morrow evening the proposal to refer 
to the Public Works Committee the erec- 
tion of a stamp and note printing offices ? 
_ Mr. Groom.—No. JI said the first 
' business would be the Moratorium Bill. 
> Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—TI asked 
a the Minister, because plans of the build- 
sing which i have seen show only one 
section of it. 
a Mr. Groom.—f am afraid I cannot 
_ discuss that question to-night. 
-\ Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—If the 
_ Minister will not be in order in discuss- 
- ing the matter, J will be in order in 
asking a simple question, and if I do not 
get an answer I shall move the adjourn- 
ment of the House to-morrow. The plans 
which I have seen show only one section 
_ of the proposed building, and if they are 
correct they convey a false impression 
- to honorable members. We are being 
- humbugged, and we should know who is 
responsible. If the plans I have seen 
are correct, the building will cost three 
or four times the amount stated by the 
Government. 
_ I also feel strongly on this question of 
the badges, and I know that their value 
will be greatly depreciated if they are 
given to men who have not earned them. 
It am sure the Assistant Minister (Mr. 
_ Wise) is not responsible, but who is 
_ are are entitled to know. Those who 
have done service in the war should get 
some distinguishing badge. The honor- 
_ able member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce 
Smith) referred to the nurses. I know 
of one nurse who after rendering great 
‘service for years in charge of a hospital 
- in Australia, went to England, and was 
on duty in a hospital which was the scene 
of great carnage, forty. men being killed 
during an air raid. She is now back in 
_ Australia, and has not received a badge, 
a although ‘she has done as much as many 
a of our warriors. I ask the Minister, 
__ therefore, to see that the nurses get proper 
__- recognition in the matter of war badges. 
especially when they have been in the 
_ fighting zone. TI hope that the Minister 
will see that this matter is put right. 
ae There is dissatisfaction in regard to the 
3 _ tssue of these badges which ae to be 
ES f pe rred in the bud. 


ee ee RO hn, Py OE I gt 
EP ea elie ie ie ee ras ak 
fig - oY - . 
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by thet he would bring forwaid” tO- ~ 
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tr. MALONEY eMetbourns) [10.36]. 
—I have had a look through the plans of 
the proposed alterations to the Turn 
Verein, in Victoria-parade, and I think 
the cost will be something approaching 
£46,000. I suggest that architects should 
be invited to submit plans, and that the 
winner of the prize for the best design 
should have control of ot building, 

wherever it 1s. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—I did not realize that the hon- 
orable member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
Austin Chapman) was discussing a 
matter which is the subject of a motion 
on the business-paper. I should have 
called him to order for anticipating busi- 
ness on the notice-paper; and obviously — 
I cannot permit the honorable member 
to continue discussing the same matter. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m. 


Senate, | 
Thursday, 7 August, 1919. . 


The Presrpenr (Senator the Hon. Tr. | 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and read 
prayers. 


METROPOLITAN GAS coe 
INCREASE IN Price or Gas. oS 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I ask the 
Leader of the Senate if he is in a posi- 
tion to supply any information as to | 
action contemplated by the Victorian Go- — 
vernment in connexion with the proposal 
of the Metropolitan Gas Company to in- 
crease the price of gas to consumers by 
Is. 6d. per one thousand feet? : 

Senator MILLEN.—I am now in a 
position to inform the honorable senator 
that a copy of the questiomw asked by him 
on the 30th July on this subject was duly 
brought under the notice of the Govern- 
ment of Vietoria, but no intimation has 
been received from the State Government 
as to any action’ which it Che | 
pe in the Loe fora 


in the minds 


ae 41302 Public Service. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE. 
Barnet Inqurry—Report or Economizs 
CoMMISSION. 


Senator BARNES.—TI ask the ‘Minister 
representing the Prime Minister if he will 


lay on the table of the Senate the papers 


connected with the cases of the ten men 
who were dismissed from the Public 
Service as a result of the report of Mr. 
Barnet, the Royal Commissioner ap- 
pointed to inquire as to aliens in the 


Service ? 
Senator MILLEN.—I must confer with 


- my colleague who deals with this matter. 


before I can give the honorable senator 
a definite answer. I suggest that there 
may be some difficulty in tabling the 
papers referred. to until outstanding cases 
have been finalized. I shall make inquiries 
on the subject. 

Senator FATRBATRN.—I ask the Min- 
ister representing the Treasurer when 
the report of the Economies Commission, 

now in the hands of the Government, will 
be available to honorable senators? 

Senator MILLEN.—I cannot answer 
the question definitely. The report was 
received only a few days ago. It has since 
been printed for. confidential circulation 
to Ministers, who obtained their copies 
only within the last twenty-four hours. . It 
is the intention of the Government to ex- 
.pedite its presentation. 


BUSINESS OF THE SESSION. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—In view of the 
_ Ministerial statement which was read here 
some time ago, announcing a long list of 
important measures to be brought before 
Parliament, and, in view of the fact that 
notwithstanding that the ‘Senate has 
almost equal powers with another. place 
in the initiation of legislation, there is 
only one important Bill on our business- 
paper, will the Leader of the Go- 
_ vernment in this Chamber say whether 
the Government are waiting for the return 
of the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) be- 
fore bringing important legislation | for- 
ward ? 

Senator MILLEN.—The answer to the 
- honorable senator’s question is, I am sure, 
of honorable senators. 
_ Senator Needham has stated that the 
Senate has ‘‘ almost’’ equal powers with 


_ free to introduce here. 


. Sestior ples in the Py Lf ‘dee 


tion, and honorable senators, generally, 
are aware that there are some limitations 


upon the power of the Government to in- ae 
troduce measures in this Chamber, 


Senator Nespxam.—Only money Bills. 
Senator MILLEN.—Making all allow- 


ance for that, the Government have in- 


troduced, and have already passed in this 


Chamber, the measures which they were 


depend on the action taken in another 
place. ) 
WAR SERVICE HOMES, 
PROPOSAL OF COMMONWEALTH BANK, 
Senator GRANT.—In connexion with 


the erection of homes for returned men, — 


under the War Service Homes Act, by 


Others, naturally, 


the Commonwealth Bank, will the Minis- ie 


ter for Repatriation make a statement to_ 
the Senate disclosing-the terms of the 
agreement, or lay a copy. of the agree- 


ment on the table? 


Senator MILLEN.—The agreement was f 


tabled here a few days ago. 
DIRECTOR OF NAVIGATION. 


Senator MAUGHAN <I ask the Mane 93 


ister representing the Minister for Trade 


and Customs whether the appointment of 


the Director of Navigation has been 3 | 
Tf so, has the gentleman who has 


made. 


been appointed had sea-faring experience? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The appointment 
has not yet been made. 
under consideration. pee 

RETURN OF PRIME MINISTER. 

ADJOURNMENT OF SENATE. | 

Senator GARDINER.—I ask the 


The matter is ae ; 


Leader of the Government in the Senate a 


whether the Government intend to ad- 
journ Parliament for a fortnight to en- 


able their supporters to visit Western 


Australia to meet the Right Honorable . i 


on his return ? 


W. M. Hughes o 


Senator MILLEN .—TI hardly think fis i 


honorable senator is serious in putting 
that question. If he is, I can inform him 


that both the period and the purpose to — ay 


which he has referred are incorrect.- 


Senator. GARDINER.—I ask thie 


Leader of the Government whether there __ 
is likely to be an early adjc ournment, ae oe ane 


Senate ai more than a Bhai Cae 


- come before us? 


Limitation of 
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“Senator MILLEN.—The adjournment 


of this Chamber will depend, as honorable 
_ senators are aware, upon the readiness 
- with which they address themselves to 
_ the transaction of public business. 


“RUMOURED RESIGNATION OF 
SENATOR MILLEN. 


Senator GARDINER.—I ask the Min- 
ister for Repatriation whether there is 
any truth in the statement which has 
been circulated, and which has been re- 
ferred to by Ministers, that his early re- 


 signiation from the Government has been 
_ decided upon by him? ag 
Senator MILLEN.—I do not foal that. 


I am called upon to answer that ae 
in this Senate. “i 

- Senator GARDINER.—1 ask the Min- 
ister for Repatriation whether an an- 
nouncement on a matter of so much im- 
portance as the resignation of the Chief 


- Minister in the Senate, should be made 


in any other place? 
Question not answered. 
LIMITATION OF SPEECHES. 


SRN DING ORDERS Commrrrsr’s Report. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


_T. Givens) presented the second report of 
the Standing Orders Committee, dealing 
with a proposed new standing order re- 


lating to the imposition of a time limit 
on speeches. 
Motion (by Senator Mitten) pro- 


- posed— 


‘That the report be printed. 


Senator GARDINER (New = South 


~ Wales) [3.12].—I understand that we are 


now asked to authorize the printing of a 
report recommending the adoption of a 
new standing order which will materially 
interfere with what has been the pro- 
cedure of this Senate since its very incep- 
tion. I like getting to work early- 
Senator pe Larore.—aAnd late. 


Senator .GARDINER.—And 


late. 


During last month the Senate sat on. an 


average only eight hours per week. . Why, 


then, should a proposal of this character 
Honorable senators ~ 
‘may think that by limiting our speeches 
oT they will conserve the time of Parlia- 


ment. But if the printing of this report 
from the Standing Orders Committee is 
to mark the commencement of a sys- 
tem. : 
Senator pr Lareire.—lI rise to a point 
of order. J desire to know whether it is 
competent for any honorable senator to 
discuss a report which we have not heard 
read, and of which we do not yet know the 
purport? It is impossible for anybody to 
say to what this motion relates, other than 
the printing of a report. Senator Gar- 
diner, [ submit, is entirely out of order, 
because he says that the report relates to 
the proposed curtailment of honorable 
senators’ speeches. Is it in order for him 
to refer in such terms to a report which 
has not been read to the Senate? : 

The PRESIDENT.—The only ques- 
tion before the Chair is “ That the report 
be printed.” 

Senator Nempwam Resa not have it 
read ? 

The PR -ESIDENT. phe honorable 
senator may move that as an amendment, 
if he so desires. But there is nothing 
proper to the discussion of this motion, 
except the advancement of reasons why 
the report should or should not be 
printed, on : 

Senator Prarren—wWill 
kindly have the report read? . 

The PRESIDENT.—Iit is not in cv 
power to say whether it shall be read or 
not. My duty as the Chairman of the 
Standing Orders Committee was to pre- 


you, sir, © 


sent the report of the Committee to this 


Senate. It then became the right of the 
Senate to do with the report just what it 
pleased. 

Senator N»erDHAM. “Ouehi not you, 
sir, to have read the report ? 


The PRESIDENT.—No. My duty 


was merely to present it. 


Senator Frrricxs.—To what does the 
report relate ? : : 

The PRESIDENT. —I stated at the 
very beginning that I had the honour to 
present to the Senate the second report 
of the Standing Orders Committee on the 
proposed new standing order relating to 
the time limit of speeches. The only 
motion now before the Chamber is, ‘‘ That 
the report be printed.’’ If that be 


ee 
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ee areisd, every honorable senator will have 
an opportunity of making himself fully 
acguainted mith what is contained in the 
report. Before anything can be done 
upon it, it must come up for full discus- 
s10n. 

Senator GARDINER.—1I think that 
the Jast words which i used when Senator 
de Largie interrupted me with his point 
of order were, “‘if this paper be printed.”’ 
Had the honorable senator permitted me 
to continue, I would have assigned rea- 
sons why it should not be printed. The 
printing of the paper will mean its cir- 
culation 

Senator THomas.—Not necessarily. 


Senator GARDINER.—It will mean 
giving publicity to what was the inten- 
tion 

Senator Nerpsam.—Of the Standing 
Orders Committee. 

Senator GARDINER.—No; but of 
half the number of members of the Stand- 
ing Orders Committee; because this mat- 
ter was decided only upon the President’s 
casting vote. 


Senator Foun,.-—Somebody has been 
telling tales out of school. , 
Senator GARDINER.—1If — Senator 


Foll’s interjection may be accepted as 
proof that my interpretation of what 
- happened is correct, my psychical powers 
are improving. If the Senate is disposed 
to print a report in which one-half of the 
Standing Orders Committee recommend 
that the procedure of this Chamber, 
_ which has worked efficiently for eighteen 
years, shall cease, I would like to advance 
reasons why the report should not be 
printed. These reasons include the effect 
which such a departure will have upon the 
conduct of business in this chamber. 


The PRESIDENT.—That line of rea- 
soning will not be in order. The print- 
- ing of the report can have no effect upon 


the conduct of business in. this cham- 


ber, and therefore I rule that the honor- 
- able senator will be out of order in at- 
tempting to discuss the question upon 
those lines. . 

_ Senator Hanuz—The honorable. sena- 
‘ter will have his opportunity when the 
- motion is sunieatsed. for the BAOD EIR of 
; hana Pepert, ) 


pple pies 
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ator Ace gana 7 ae ia Oe 


certainly demonstrating the necessity for 
the adoption of the pee cera 
Committee’s report. . 
Senator GARDINER.—I can ts 
understand the desire of my honorable 
friends opposite to get over one stage of 
this unpleasant business. oh 
Senator Miniten.—-I can. diderstend 
the honorable senator’s perturbation. — 
Senator GARDINER.—I can assure 
the Minister. for Repatriation that if he 


has no intention of retiring from Min- 


isterial office, and leaving his job to some- 
body else, the proposed departure from 

our present procedure will work more to 
his discomfort than to mine. 
cedure of this Parliament will be entirely ~*~ 
altered by the adoption of the proposals = 


- contained in the report. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Locunm. —How 
do you know what it contains ? iit 
Senator 


pose to prevent, if possible, the printing — 
of the report, so that the records of the 
Senate will not contain any such recom-— 
mendation. It is proposed, I suppose, to 
limit the number of occasions on which 


an ‘honorable senator may speak in a ns 


Session. 


excellent. suggestion. 


Senator GARDINER.—And it may ae ae 
an additional reason why the report — 
The proposal 
might also be to limit the number of ~~ 
times an honorable senator may speak or 
the number of minutes he may occupy, as 
a representative of the people, in clot aa 


should not be printed. 


Chamber. 


Senator DE Larciz.—lf a. snore < on 
that kind were adopted you might hind Bane 


silent for the rest of this Parliament. 


Senator GARDINER.—I_ would nee, cg 


mind if the proposed new standing order 
limited the number of interjections. | 


The PRESIDENT.—The Standing 


Orders lay it down that all interjections aS : 


are disorderly, and I must ask Senator 
de Largie to irae from. i eee 
jections. wit, ee OR 


The pro- 4 


GARDINER.—Because the ee 
President stated, for the information of 
the Senate, that the report dealt with the 
time-limit of speeches, and it is my pur- 


Senator Minuen.—That might be an : ; 


: ie : 
¥ ov” be 
" ot We 
{ 
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A ly 
”) 


Mr. President, that if, on all occasions, 


speeches will be very much shorter than 
they have been in the past, because I have 
ag a record of 113 interjections in one speech, 
_--and thirty-eight of them were from fena- 
tor Millen. 
_ Senator Mitten.—Whatwas the lengt 
_ of the speech? . 
Senator GARDINER.—Seventy-three 
minutes, with all those -interjections 
thrown in. I realizé that interjections 
- lead to disorderly conduct, and therefore 
I shall not pursue this line of argument 
_ further. I question whether a time-limit 
on speeches will assist us in the despatch 
' of business. 
_ Senate has passed three Bills, in their 
entirety, and we have scarcely met. I 
- suggest to the Minister that he should 
get the Government to bring down their 
- financial proposals at an early date. 
_ The PRESIDENT.—That subject has 
nothing to do with the motion before the 
_. Senate. ere 
f Senator GARDINER.—Every member 
_ of the Senate should have an opportunity 
of fully discussing the financial proposals 
_ of the Government, and if I can say so 
without using words that will be regarded 
in the nature of a threat, I desire to inti- 
mate t when the next financial state- 
- ment comes before us I shall discuss every 
- item contained in it, no matter how 
_ urgent other Government business may 
be. I considered the printing of this 
- paper will not do anything to shorten the 
proceedings of this Parliament. | 
 . Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
_ {3.24].—Our Standing Orders provide 
- that if an honorable senator desires it, 
_ the Clerk may be required to read a re- 
_ port of this nature for the information of 
honorable senators at any time during 
the debate. 

Senator MiLtuen.—The question was 
read. aon ; 
-_ Senator PRATTEN.—True. The ques- 
_ tion befofe the Senate is, ‘‘ That the re- 
port be printed.”’ It is only fair that 
- honorable senators should have an oppor- 
tunity of knowing what the report con- 
tains before they record their votes. 
_ The PRESIDENT.—I have © stated 

what the report contains, and I may point 


you rule interjections to be disorderly my _ 


Already this session the 


out that on some occasions reports from _ 


Committees, if read, would occupy prac- 
tically the whole of the sitting time. 
Senator PRATTEN.—But they do 
not restrict the rights of individuals. 
This report comes home to every one of 
us; 1t is different from all other reports. 
Senator Mitien.—It does not trouble 
the majority of us. : 
Senator PRATTEN.—May I ask, then, 


as a matter of privilege, that the subject-_ 


matter of the report be read before the 
question is voted upon ? 

» Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.26].— 
Without going into the merits or demerits 
of this question, I should like to know af 


it is usual, when a Senate Committee de- 


cides to do certain things and certain | 


votes are recorded, for an honorable 
senator to-explain publicly what was done 
in that Committee. _ | 
Senator O’Krzsrz.—But you are giving 
the whole business away yourself. 
Senator FOLL.—-I am not stating how 
members of the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee voted. JI am pointing out that 


Senator Gardiner stated that three mem- 


bers of it voted for the proposal and three 
against it, and that you, sir, by your 
casting vote, insured a majority for fixing 
a time limit on speeches. 


I regard this — 


course as dishonorable, and as something © 
which should not be encouraged. It does 


not stand to Senator Gardiner’s credit 


that he should have made such a state- — 


ment in this chamber. 


Senator Garpiner.—As a personal 


explanation, I may be allowed to apolo-— 


gize, and perhaps satisfy Senator Foll, 
“who appears to be under a misapprehen- 
sion, by stating that I knew the composi- 
tion of the Committee, and conjectured 
One member of the Com- 
mittee was not iy for reasons known 


what was done. 


to me, and I took it that the resolution 
fixing a time limit on speeches would be 
carried on a party vote, and that you, 
sir, as Chairman, had voted in a. certain 
direction. So far as I am concerned, it 


was merely a matter of reasoning, and I 


hope the honorable senator will not ac- 
cuse me of obtaining 


which I was not entitled. J may 


information’ to 
k say, 
~ however, that I was delighted beyond all 


imagination at Senator Foll’s mterjec- 


tion in the Committee. sr 


_tion, which disclosed to me the true posi- — 
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Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [3.97]. 
—As a member of the Standing Orders 
‘Committee, I protest against Senator Foll 
giving away information concerning the 
proceedings of that body. 

Senator Forz.—Senator Gardiner gave 
the numbers. 

Senator O’ KEEFE. —I object to Sena- 
tor Foll, in the course of a lecture to an- 
other honorable senater, giving to the 
Senate information which he charges 
another honorable senator with ‘having 
divulged, 

Senator Foru.—Senator Gardiner de- 
liberately stated that the President gave 
his casting vote in favour of the proposal. 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wiales— 
Minister for Repatriation) [3.29].—1I feel 
I may crave the indulgence of the Senate, 
in view of the extra aordinary turn which 
affairs appear to have taken this after- 
noon, to say a few words. ‘The course fol- 
lowed in submitting the motion is the 
usual course on the presentation of re- 
ports of this nature. It is the invariable 
practice to print the reports from Com- 
mittees, and to set aside a day for their 
consideration, the object being to enable 
every member of the Senate to be fur- 
nished with full information concerning 
the nature of a report when the motion 
for its adoption is under consideration. 
If I had come here to-day, and asked the 
Senate to consider this report without first 
having moved that it be printed, my hon- 
orable friends ovnosite would immediately 
have had a grievance. They would have 
said, ‘‘How can we be asked to proceed 
with the consideration of this matter with- 
out knowing what the document con- 
tains?’’? JI can quite understand, of 
course, the natural perturbation in the 
mind of Senator Gardiner, alias Sherlock 
Holmes, concerning the nature of the re- 
port. 

_ Senator Garpinzr.—When you ‘sub- 
mitted the motion I knew at once it con- 
cerned the time limit on speeches. 

The PRESIDENT.—TI stated that the 
report of the Standing Orders Committee 
referred to the time limit on speeches. I 
did not say what it actually contained. 

Senator MILLEN.—My remark still 
stands good. 
the limitation of speeches; and only 
Senator Gardiner, by that acute detec- 
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_ mittee. 


That report may be against : 


tive haowledes: aad aki hicbite j is oa ae 


veloping, or else as the result of a com- 
munication from that Committee, can be 
in a position to know what the nature of 
the report is. 
If the Senate does not desire that the 


document be printed, honorable senators 


will still be faced with the respon- 
sibility of considering it; and the ques- 


tion is whether they would be better. 
armed to proceed with that consideration 


with, or without, a printed copy in their 
hands. If the Senate does nob want the 
report printed, it will not matter; but 
the usual procedure is for every 


honorable senator to be possessed of Be: 


The matter is very simple. © 


copy of a document of this kind.- TS 


deprecate that there 


divulgence of the voting in 


form. 
to undertake certain duties on behalf of 


this Chamber, and were then to challenge 


their methods of voting, it would be un- 


fair to ask honorable senators to accept | 


positions upon them. 
Question resolved in. the affirmative. 


PRICE OF LEATHER. 


should be any 
a Com- — 
The Senate appoints members as 
a Committee to do certain’ branches of 
work which the Senate itself recognises — 
that it is somewhat incompetent to per- 
If we were to invite Committees — 


Senator McDOUGALL asked the Min- ae 


ister representing the Minister for Trade Y 


and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Is Tae aware whether further large. <a: seg 
vances have been made in the cost of leathers 


during the last few days, increasing their cost 
from 50 to 100 per cent. since the embargo 


on the export of leather was lifted a few 
and also whether a boot then 


weeks ago; 
costing 15s. 
costing - 20s. 


is now invoiced at 20s., and one 
is now 27s. 6d.? © 


2. Have the following rises in Lae of 


leather been made recently— 

Glacé kid, from ls. 6d. to 3s. 

Box calf, from ls. 8d. to 2s, 4d.° — 

Tan willow, from 1s. 5d. to 2s. 2d. 

Box hide, from ls. 3$d.:to 1s. lld.- 

Sole leather, from ls. 9d. to 2s. Pe 

Sole leather, from 2s. 5d. to 3s. bat 

8. Does the Government intend to take such 

measures as will prevent further bee 
ereases in prices? a 


Senator RUSSELI.—The ee tion 


desired is being obtained, and will Pe sup- 


Pied as ay as possible. 


in- 


» 
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Cornsacks. 


_ COMMONWEALTH RAILWAYS. 
_ ‘Hormay Pay ror Rerurnep Soxrprers. 
= Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 
_ ister representing the Minister for Works 
and Railways, wpon notice— / 

__ 1. Is he aware whether the Commissioner of 


Railways, Western Australia, paid all men 
who enlisted from the Railway Service for all 
public holidays that had accrued during their 
absence on active service? ‘ 

2. Is he aware whether the Government of 
New South Wales acted similarly? 

3. Will he instruct the Commissioner — of 
Commonwealth Railways to give a similar con- 


cession, viz., the payment for all public holi- 


days that had accrued during their absence on 
active service to men who enlisted from the 
Trans-Australian Railway? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The 
are— s-4 

1 and 2. Not aware. 

3. I see no reason why the Commonwealth 
Railway employees should be granted any 
special allowances which are not given to em- 


answers 


| ployees of the Commonwealth generally. 


SUGAR IMPORTATIONS. 


- Senator PRATTEN asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Minister for Trade 


and Customs, upon notice— 


1. How much sugar has been imported into 
the Commonwealth from lst July, 1918, to 


80th June, 1919, and how much has been paid 


for it—. | 
(a) cost, f.o.b., per ton, 
(0) freight and charges, c.if. Australian 
eae ports, per ton? 
2. How much more has been ordered for the 


season, at what price, and from where? 


and 14th May, 1919. 
sacks were sold between 10th April and 14th 


« 
2, 


Senator RUSSELL.—The information 
desired is being obtained, and will be sup- 
plied as early as possible. . 


é CORNSACKS, | 
@ Senator PRATTEN asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— ; 
1. When were the cornsacks carried over by 
the Government from last year sold? 

2. How many bales were sold? 


3. What was the cost f.o.b. Caleutta an 
c.i.f. Melbourne? 


amount received? ~ . 

5. To whom were the sacks sold? 

6. What is the cost of similar cornsacks to- 
day? _ ; 

_ Senator MILLEN.—The answers are— 


1. Sales were made between 4th March, 1919, 
The majority of the 


4. What was the selling price, and total 


May, 1919, 


[7 Aveust, 1919.] 
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2. Approximately 37,037 bales. | 

3, 4, and 5. As the information asked for, if 
supplied, would disclose the business opera- 
tions of traders to their opponents in trade, it 
is not considered fair or advisable to give the 
particulars asked for in these questions. 

6. The present local quotations are from 14s. 
6d, to 14s. 9d. per dozen for spot sales, and 
from 15s. to 15s. 3d. per dozen to arrive. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Arising from 
that question, and from the evident un- 
desirability, from the stand-point of the 
Government, of discussing the names of 
the purchasers, may I ask Senator Millen 
whether it is not a fact that Searlett and 


Co. and Crespin and Son got the bulk of — 


those sacks 2 


Senator MILLEN.—d submit that the. 


time for asking 


questions without notice 
has passed. | : 


PUBLIC SERVICE. - 


TRANSFER OF OFFICER. 


Senator. PRATTEN asked. the Minis- 
Prime Munister, 


ter representing the 
upon notice— ‘ | 
1. What is the name of the officer referred to 


in the recent report of the Auditor-General as ~~ 


having been appointed to the Department of 


Defence under ‘the Defence Act, and whose ser- 
vices are now being utilized in the Prime Min- 


ister’s Department on duties of a clerical 
nature? 
2. What salary is. he paid? 
3. Is the officer referred to eligible 
Sd Service Act for the appointment he now 
olds? 


Senator MILLEN.—The answers are— 


1. Assuming that the honorable senator in- 
tended to refer to the Acting Public Service 
Commissioner’s report instead of to the Audi- 
tor-General’s report, the name of the officer 
eoncerned is H. R. Sparks. : 

2.- £300 per annum. : 

3. He would be- eligible for temporary em- 
ployment, but not for a permanent position, 
until he passed the prescribed examination. 

It may be added that, whilst this officer is 
on loan from the Defence Department, there 
are three officers of the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment at present on loan.to the Defence 
Department for special duty. . 


DEFENCE. FORCE. 
Pay Corps Vistring Lonpon. 


Senator FOLL asked the Acting Min- 
ister for Defence, upon notice— 


1. How many members of the Pay Corps 
travelled to London on s.s. Marathon on the 
Bame voyage as Senator Pearce? e 


under the 


eg 


ae 


es 2. How many were returned soldiers? 
8. How many have returned? 
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4, How many of those returned are returned 


soldiers who saw service prior. to the armis- 
tice? 

5. Are the same badges as are issued to 
members of the Australian Imperial Force who 
saw service prior to the. signing of the armis- 
- tice, issued to members of Pay Corps who leit 


after the signing and who had not had pre- 


vious experience overseas in the Australian 
Imperial Force? : 
6, Are these badges issued to other war 


workers, and, if so, to whom? 


Senator RUSSELL. — The answers — 


BTO@x 54% 


: Twenty-seven. 
. Hight. 


Five. ~ ) ris 


DP Or 09 DO 


. Australian Imperial Foree returned  sol- 
diers’ badges are not issued to war workers, 
but are issued to representatives of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association; Red Cress, and 
Comforts Fund, who proceeded with and were 
attached to the Australian Imperial Force for 
duty in a theatre of war operations. 


: GAS CONSUMPTION. 
Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 


ister representing the Minister for the 

Navy, upon notice— 

Will the Minister, or the members of the 
Goal Board, explain the following:— 

How the Coal Board will arrive at the 50 
per cent. less consumption of gas in house- 
holds as between the months of June. and 
July, 1918, and the months of June and July, 
1919, in the cases of— ~ 

(a) Increase in household between these 
dates either by births or return of 
members of family or relatives from 
active service abroad? 

-(®} Where householders have not retained 
last year’s accounts from the Metro- 
politan Gas Company? 

(¢) Flouseholders who were not using gas 
in 19187? 


_ Senator RUSSELL. — The answers 


 are— 


(a) The quantity of gas consumed during 
_ the same period last year will be divided by 
-» the number of occupants of the premises at 
coe that time. 


This will give the consumption 
per head. The same quantity per head for 
every extra occupant will be added to this 


total consumption for the same period last 
year and 50 per cent. of such total will re 


_ present the permitted consumption for the 
_ period under review coming within the pre- 


gent regulations, 


(b) The Coal Board will obtain the con- 
_ sumption from the records of the gas  sup- 


+ fi « 


‘plier-and satisfy itself as to the facts before 


class for corresponding period this year. Such 


> 


N 


Wiens 
Paar 
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taken when any consumer has infringed any 

regulations issued making excess of consump- ‘¥, 

tion of such quantity an offence. igs <p. 
(c) The Coal Board will obtain from the gas’ | 


ditions of number of occupants and number of 
lights; also, (1) using gaslight only; (2)  § 1 
using gas cooking only; (3) using gas cooking 
and lighting. The average quantity of gas 
used by such households in the corresponding — 
periods for last year will be ascertained on 
the foregoing data. Fifty per cent. will be 
deducted, and such amount so ascertained will 
be -allotted to consumers coming under this — 


consumers will be officially notified by the 
Coal Board of the amount of consumption per- — 
mitted to such household, and no proceedings — 
will be taken against consumers of this class _ 
till sueh time as such notification has been 
made and such consumer has infringed any 
regulation issued making excess. of consump- — 
tion of such quantity an offence. eas 


PRINTING COMMITTEE, - 
Third report (on motion by Senator — 
Barker) adopted. iF aa ea 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 
Councin oF ADVICE. 


Debate resumed. from 6th August (vide 
page 11250), on motion by Senator New- — 
LAND— at ess: Zieh ie 

That Northern Territory of Australia Ordi- 
nance No.8 of 1919, entitled: ‘‘ An Ordinance 
to provide for a Council of Advice for the — 
Northern Territory,’ be disallowed. ne Hs 

Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
{8.42]—At the adjournment yesterday, — 
I was making a comparison between the 
Government institutions of Papua and 
those proposed in the Northern Territory. ~ 
I do not propose to go into the matter 
further, nor do I intend to detain the ~ 
Senate at any length, because I think I ~ 
have made it perfectly clear that the 
Ordinance now being reviewed by the ~ 
Senate is entirely unsuitable and oppcosedy — 
to our notions of democratic govern- — 
ment. I have endeavoured to show— 
and I think I have succeeded—that 
this Ordinance, framed ‘to control 
affairs in the Northern Territory, is _ 


Ap ae b- 
nay 


D ie . Se 4 
i ¢ 4 Be CA ee 
; age “inl, AG Kee 
at § . 7 Bata it we 
a cc a ; 
Nhe ir es 
. Yar: +m e 


really placing all power, not in the hands 
of six or seven gentlemen, but in the 
hands of one man, which makes the ad- 
‘ministration more autocratic than ever. 


‘straight-out resolution in favour of auto- 
_ eratic government in the Territory, I do 
_ not think the Chamber will agree to a 
_ proposal, which appears to be democratic, 
_ but, in reality, is an autocratic step, such 
_ as we have never previously witnessed in 
Australia. — : ane 

_ ¥ desire that the Northern Territory 
_ shall have representation in this Parlia- 
a ment. J am not concerned whether there 
_ shall be representation in both Houses, 
as that ig a matter for the Government. 
_ Whatever proposals the Government may 
- introduce in this direction will have my 
- eonsideration, and, if suitable, my. sup- 
IT am anxious that my fellow- 


Se port. 
_ @itizens in that part of Australia shall be 
- vepresented inthis Parliament, just as 


_ are the citizens in other parts of the 


_ Commonwealth. It is useless to make 
_ comparisons between the Federal Capital 
_ Yerritory and the Northern Territory, as 
those in the Federal Capital Territory are 


re. 


quite near to the Parliaments of the Com- 
| monwealth, and have opportunities of 
_. ventilating their grievances from day to 


& 
Phi, 


_ day. Moreover, they are not living 
- under the disabilities of-those people in 
: _ the Northern Territory, who are without 
- representation. I ask the Senate to 
eatry this motion, because the Council 
to be called into existence by this Ordi- 
mance will be an undemocratic form of 
government. It is undemocratic in its 
ee ereation, because Parliament should have 
_ & voice in such a drastic change of policy. 
In the interests of the residents there, 
such a proposak should have been sub- 
_ mitted to this Parliament to enable hon- 
_ orable senators to discuss it before it be- 
— -eame law. has 
_ Senator THomas.—This is the only way 
in which the Government could have 
_ acted under the Northern Territory 


pr event the Territory being represented 
L this Parliament; I was.informed so by 


vaust, 1919.) 
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the Minister, in reply to a question. 
This Parliament can deal with any part 
of the Commonwealth, so far as its go- 
vernment is concerned. It is undemo- 
eratic for the chairman of the Advisory 
Council to have absolute power to say 
what shall be discussed. Power is given 
to the Minister to ‘‘ pack ’’ the Council 
any time he may think proper. For 
these reasons, I contend that the provi- 
sions of the Ordinance are unsuitable, 
undemocratic; 
courage good government. Its provisions 
are not likely to make the people of the 
Northern Territory more satisfied with 
the Federal Government than they have 
been during the past six or seven years. 
I submit the motion for the considera- 
tion of the Senate, so that 
senators who profess to be believers in 
democratic government may have. the 
opportunity of supporting it. ‘ 


Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) . 


[2.48].—In seconding the motion, I wish 


to support Senator Newland’s opening 


remarks regarding, not only the advis- 
ability, but the absolute necessity, of mem- 
bers of the Federal Parliament becoming 


more closely informed regarding Northern 


Territory affairs generally. JI intend to 


and not likely to en- 


honorable — 


confine my -remarks to the Ordinance, — 


and not to deal with the Northern Terri- 
tory generally. . 
had an opportunity 
Northern ‘Territory, and, 
belief, 
tively little concerning the true state of 
affairs there. I had hoped, on the re- 
assembling of Parliament a month or so 


contrary to 


During the recess, I 
of visiting the - 


found that I knew compara- 


ago, to pub my impressions and opinions of 


the Territory generally before honorable 
senators with a view to their guidance 
in the consideration of its affairs. Fate 
and the influenza decreed otherwise, but 
I shall take an early opportunity of con- 
veying to the Senate the views concerning 


the Territory which I formed as the result 


of my visit. I believe that I shall be 
able to put before honorable senators 
some aspects of the situation up there 
which previously have not been sufi- 
ciently ventilated. — Se 

Owing to its peculiar situation the 
Northern Territory has not, so far, been 
able to obtain representation in the 


Federal Parliament. Various means have 


“it 
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_ been proposed to overcome that disadvan- 
_ tage, either by direct representation, as 
suggested by Senator Newland, or by the 
division of the Territory into districts to 
be attached to various Federal lec- 
torates, to which they would be con- 
tiguous. It does not appear that any- 
thing practical in that regard is likely 
to be achieved in the very near future. 
The idea of the residents of the Northern 
Territory in advocating the appointment 
of an Advisory Council was that it 
would be elected by the people on- an 
adult suffrage similar to that exercised in 
the election of members of the Town 
Council at Darwin. 
the proposed Council indicates that it 
would have no authority to act in opposi- 
tion to the Department or Minister con- 


- trolling the affairs of the Northern Ter- - 


ritory, but would merely advise him as 
to the views and desires of the residents. 
The fulfilment of the half promise 
given by the Minister for Home 
Affairs at the time things were un- 
settled, particularly in Port Darwin, 
was looked forward to with some hope 
by the residents of the Territory. They 
thought that an Advisory Council would 
be elected on the lines I have indicated, 
but we find that the Ordinance providing 
for the Council does not make provision 
for anything so democratic as was ex- 
pected. . 


This Ordinance—No. 8 of 1919—<in sec- 
tion 3 repeals Ordinance No. 2 of 1911. 
At the time of the issue of Ordinance No. 
2 of 1911, the 3rd April of that year, 
. the late Mr. Batchelor, as Minister for 
External Affairs, had charge of the 
Northern Territory. I had not the op- 
. portunity or the pleasure of being asso- 
ciated in this Parliament with that 
gentleman, but I have been informed 
that he was very enthusiastic about the 
future of the Territory... We can well 
understand that, in April, 1911, there 
may have been some justification for the 


issue of an Ordinance constituting an. 


Advisory Council on the lines embodied 
in Ordinance No. 2 of that year. That 
Ordinance, which is now repealed, had 
at least the common honesty to set forth 
that the body it created was a nominee 
body, and could act only in a purely ad- 
-wisory capacity. That Ordinance of eight 


: Senator Ferricks. 


The very name of - 


years ago is repealed by the Ordinance 


now under discussion, and I am firmly — 


convinced that the latter Ordinance, 
which Senator Newland desires should be 
disallowed, is less democratic than is the 
Ordinance which it repeals. I think I 
shall be able to show that the Ordinance 
now under discussion is retrogressive, and 


gives greater power to a single individual — 
than was given to the Administrator of — 
the Northern Territory by Ordinance No. 


2 of 1911. Under the Ordinance of 1911 


a purely nominee Council was appointed, 


and the Administrator alone was 
authorized to bring business before it for 
discussion. 
was empowered to suggest any business to 
it. Section 7 of Ordinance No. 2 of 1911 
reads— s ecu i 


The Administrator only shall be entitled to 
submit questions to the Council of Advice for 
consideration, but any member may, in writ- 
ing, request the Administrator to submit any — 


question to the Council of Advice, and if the 
Administrator declines to do so, the member 
may require that his request and the Admin- 


istrator’s answer thereto be recorded in~the — 


minutes. oie 


Under the Ordinance of eight years ago- ase 


No member of the Council — 


a member of the Council of Advice then ~ 


constituted had at least the satisfaction of 


knowing that his protest against the ac- — 


tion of the Administrator would be re- 
corded, and would eventually reach the 


Minister, because the minutes of the 


meetings of the Council were duly for- 
warded to the Department in Melbourne. 


Under this Ordinance of 1919, there is no 


such right of protest given to the mem- 
bers of the Council of Advice. The ini- 
tiation of business is entirely 
hands of one man. 


in connexion with the constitution of the 


Council, and I can add to what he said 


that, in sub-section 2 of section 5, it is 
provided that— ; 


The Council shall consist of a Chairman and 


in the | 
Senator Newland — 
stressed section 5 of the Ordinance of 1919 _ 


seven members, of whom three shall be the 2 ; 


Government Secretary, the Director of Lands, me 


and the Direetor of Mines, or the officers for 


the time being acting for those officers, and 


four shall be non-official members. “a 
It will be clear to honorable senators 


that provision is there made for three 


Government nominees—the Government 


Secretary, the Director of Lands, and the — 
Director of Mines—and four non-official ee 


id 


; 


7 4 
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made for a permanent Chairman. — 
been stated publicly that the recently ap- 


is 
ae 


a 
o~ 
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has to be considered that, in addition 
_ to these seven members, there is provision 


members, out of a Council of seven. Tt 


Tt has 


‘pointed Director of Affairs in the 


_ Northern Territory is to be the perma- 


nent Chairman, so that the Council of 
Advice will consist of three Government 
nominees, and the Director as permanent 


Acs Chairman, and these members will be 
_ pitted against the four non-official mem- 


bers. The Director, as permanent Chair- 
man will, of course, have a casting vote, 


and so will be able to carry things all his 
own way. 
_ referred 

Governm@ént majority on the Council on 


The clause to which I have 
ractically provides for a safe 


"every question, and so the introduction of 


_ the four non-official members has the ap- 


_ pearance, rather than the reality, of re- 


presentation. 
_ ence between such a body and a straight- 
out nominee Council. : 
_ Sub-section 5 of the same section gives 
_ to the Minister the power to add addi- 
tional members to the Council to put 
through any special business. 
point I can add to what has already been 


on the advice of the Director. 
_ fore.appears to me that this provision is 


There is little or no differ- 


On this 
said: that if the Minister desires any par- 
ticular matter put through he will act only 
It there- 


included to guard against the possibility 


of any one of the three Government nomi- 


nees, the Government Secretary, the 


- Director of Lands, or the Director of 


Mines, proving refractory and not con- 
senting to fall in with every proposal sub- 
mitted by the Director. The Govern- 


ment Secretary, Mr. Evans, I know, is 
credited with not having been wholly 


swallowed by the previous Administrator. 


_ The Director of Lands has not. been in 


the Northern Territory sufficiently long, 
perhaps, to enable them to form an 
opinion as to the extent to which the 
Director will be able to use hin. I 


_Yepeat that, in my opinion, the pro- 
vision to which~ JI have 
3 Sts in the Ordinance to enable 
the 
_ have all power under this Ordinance, to 
_ do just what he desires. 
_ some 


: that, I 


referred is 


permanent Chairman, who will 


I It may be that 
honorable senators will consider 


—mendations received from Darwin. 
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say that the Minister will take action in 
making additions to the Corneil of Ad- 
vice for the purpose of putting {hrough 
any special proposal, only on the advice 
of the Director of the Territory; but I 
can only judge the Minister and the De- 
partment in Melbourne on their record 
during the last four or six years. During 
this period the Department has slavishly 
followed every recommendation from the 
Administrator of the Northern Territory 
as against representations made in this 
and in another place. I ‘regret. that the 
Minister has, to a far too great extent, 
taken the advice of the departmental 
head in slavishly following the recom- 
In 
the circumstances, IT am justified, I think, — 
in saying that the Minister will add mem- 
bers to the Council of Advice to put 
through any special business only on the 
advice of the Director. 

Senator Russreiu.—The provision to 
which the honorable senator refers was 
really included so that in the event of an 


industrial disturbance it would be pos- ~ 


sible to appoint a representative of each 
side to the Council of Advice. That was — 
the object of the provision, but I do not 
know whether it will accomplish it. 

Senator FERRICKS.—I can © only 
judge the provision by the power which it — 
confers and in the light of what has oc-. 
curred in the past. I, for one, would 
never be a party to giving such power to — 
any one person in the Northern Terri- 
tory. Although this Ordinance provides 
for the constitution of a Council of Ad- 
vice, it really gives the whole of the power 
to. one person. : 

The nominee Council of Adviee con- 
stituted under the Ordinance of 1911 
was supposed to meet at least once in each 
month. As a matter of fact, the late 
Administrator, Dr. Gilrtith, did not avail 
himself of the services of that body at all. 
It was a nominee body, and had no power 
to act against his will, and he did not 
bother to summon it. By section 6 of the 
Ordinance, now -under discussion, it is 
provided that— | 
- Meetings of the Council of Advice shiall be 
held at least once in three months. 

In view of the movement of affairs in the 
Northern Territory during the past few 


am drawing the long bow when I .years, to make provision for a meeting — 


Northern 


? ae this Council only once 
months does not seen to me to be in 
keeping with the development of affairs 
_ there. I have forced upon me _ the 
_ graye suspicion that it is not 
tended to do very much in the way 
of putting business before this Council 
of Advice. Of the many objectionable 
features of this Ordinance, perhaps the 


worst is contained in section 8. I have 
stated previously that under section 
_ ¥ of the old Ordinance, the Adminis- 


trator alone was empowered td bring 
forward business for discussion. A mem- 

ber of the old Couneil of Advice had power 
to put in writing any proposal that he 
desired to submit to that body, and if the 
Administrator refused his consent, the 
member could make known the desire to 
the Minister. Even this semblance of re- 
dress is denied to any member of the 


Council of Advice under.this Ordinance. 


~ No member of that body will have the 
- right to bring forward any matter for 
discussion’ anless. the chairman consents 
to his doing so. Who in this Chamber 
ean stand for that sort of thing? Hon- 
' erable senators cannot retain their honesty 
- 6f purpose whilst giving such undue 
- powers to. the Director of the Northern 

_ Territory. 
Senator THomas.—A. senator is not 
‘allowed by the. President to bring -for- 
_ ward any business which is out of order. 


Senator FERRICKS.—N 03 


but we 


~ . ean dissent from his rulings and our rights. 


- are declared and protected by the Stand- 
ing Orders. A member of this Advisory 
- Qouncil cannot bring forward any busi- 
~ mess in or out of order” unless the 


- tory, I have no hesitation in saying that 
under such an Ordinance only that class 

of business which is favorable to certain 
interests will be discussed. Then a mem- 
ber of the Advisory Council is required to 
_ give to the Government Secretary seven 


“suggestion in regard to the business of 
any meeting. But he has no power 
to do even that unless the chairman con- 
sents. It is manifest, therefore, that no 


‘in three : 
that is to say, for the guidane 


in- 


_ehairman consents to his doing so. In under the old Ordinance. 


the light of the experience of the Terri-. 


‘the Territory I received a deputation,’ 


__ days’ notice that: he proposes to make a 


- real Pee is to be vested i in the members 


created purely for advisory 


Minister. Seeing that the Direct 
be clothed with “such authority, wi 
not advise the Minister ony. upon such 
subjects as he chooses? - How powers — 
such as will be conferred by this Ordi- i 
nance can be reconciled with democratic © 
rule is beyond human understanding. - 
Owing to the peculiar situation which — se 
existed in the Territory, a desire was 
created to provide the residents with some — 
means by which they could ventilate their 
grievances. . That. desire aimed at the 
creation of an elected Advisory, Council. 
That was the nearest approag® which - 
could be given them to the exer- 
cise of a voice in the management. of” 
their own affairs. But that consideration — 
has been denied them under this Ordi- 
nance, which practically vests all power 
in the hands of the permanent chairman 
who has recently been appointed Director 
of the Northern Territory. ‘Senator ~ eee 
ee complained that under section - : 
0 ‘this body will have. no power 
‘3 authorize the appropriation of any 
public money. That condition, I take 
it, is regarded as an additional precaution. — 
Tt was not embodied in Ordinance No. 2— 
of 1911, which is now being repealed. — 
Section 10 has been inserted, I believe, 
for the purpose of preventing the Council 
of Advice ae appropriating © eas 
money. \ ‘ 


Senator Pau —I[. think shat i is s quite: 
right. 
Senator FERRICKS, “The. Advan ys 
trator, perhaps, possessed too much. PONG 


eed 
Et 
rs 

; 


Senator Tuomas.—l think ‘that the i 
honorable senator made a good point — 
in connexion with section 8. But ~ — 
would remind him that when I was in 


which asked me to spend £11,000,000, and 
that deputation represented only ‘twenty- a 
two persons. a i tna 

Senator FERRICKS.—In my apie ee 
an elective Council of Advice might 2 
be charged with the responsibility of 
appropriating money for public — ‘pur- 
is up 2 mee a few ‘thousands: a 
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pounds. I agree with Senator Thomas 
_ that to endow it with unlimited power in 
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about ridding himself of all the old 
South Australian officers who refused to 


that respect would be just as unwise as is 
this Ordinance. We see, therefore, that no 
satisfaction will be given to the resi- 
dents of the Territory by the constitu- 
tion of the proposed Council. I am sorry 
that the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories (Mr. Glynn) has not a better grasp 
of the situation which obtains there. He 
certainly should have, because the position 
has been repeatedly pointed out to him. 
, But it seems to me that, like his prede- 
_cessors, he is quite content to accept what- 
ever advice'the departmental head chooses 
to tender him. Evidently it is intended 
to confer upon the Director of the North- 
ern Territory sufficient power to enable 
- thim to continue all the evils of the Gil- 
ruth régime. What has transpired in the 
Territory. during the past four or five 
years would provide material for a speech 
of considerable length. When I investi- 
gated the position first-hand, I found that 
-~ it was much worse than what was gene- 
rally conceived. Only a few weeks ago I 
noticed that the Minister for Repatria- 
tion, in answer to a question by Senator 


Keating, stated that it was the desire of 


_ the Government during the next three 
years to carry out the policy which they 
had been formulating in regard to the 
Territory. When I read that I at once 
scented the intention of the Government 
“to permit of a continuation of the policy 
which has operated there during the past 
three or four years. When such un- 
limited powers as are conferred by this 
_ Ordinance are vested in a single indi- 
vidual, it is natural that we should focus 
particular attention upon him. When we 
do this, what do we find? We find that 
the permanent Chairman of the Council 
_of Advice, who has recently been ap- 
pointed Director of the Northern Terri- 
tory, went to Port Darwin in 1912 as 
Private Secretary to Dr. Gilruth, at a 
salary of £300 a year. He was not aman 
_ of wide reputation at that time, but he 
seemed to suit these who were carrying 
out the Guilruth policy, and since then 


his ascent in the way of emoluments and. 


responsibility has eclipsed anything of 

__which' I have ever heard in: any public 

service in Australia. A few years after 

_ he went to the Territory as Private Sec- 

per, Dr. Gilruth, when the latter set 
~18N 
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bow. down before him, Mr. Carey 
succeeded Mr. Holtze as Government Sec- 
retary, at £500 per year. Mr. Holtze, of 
course, exhibited some backbone, and re- 
fused to fall in with every scheme that 
was initiated by Dr. Gilruth. About 
these schemes I shall have something to 
say when the discussion will not be limited 
to one matter, as it is on the present 
occasion. : 

Senator Tuomas.—Mr. Holtze was in 
charge of the Botanic Gardens at Darwin, 


and has since died, I understand ? 


Senator FERRICKS.—yYes. As allus- 
trating the meteoric career which Mr. 
Carey has had in the Northern Territory, 
I may mention that soon after his arrival 
there he was made Government Curator, 
Government Auditor, and Chief Accoun- 
tant. Some of these offices carried addi- 
tional emoluments, and when Dr. Strang-- 
man resigned his post in disgust at Dr. 
Gilruth’s high-handed interference. Mr. 
Carey was made superintendent of the 
hospital. He was also ex-officio-head of © 
the Police Department and the gaol. 
Then when Mr. Clarke, Director of Agri- 
culture, resigned, Mr. Carey was made ~ 
head of the Agricutural Department. 
When Mr. Rylands resigned the Director- . 
ship of Lands, Mr. Carey was made 
Chairman of the Land Board, and shortly - 
after Mr. Stretton resigned the Protector- 
ship of Aborigines, Mr. Carey was made ~ 
Chief Protector. Then when the Go- 
vernment started the Federal steamer ser- 
vice, Mr. Carey was, of course, put in 
charge, and following the departure of 
the Sheriff for the war, Mr. Carey  be- 
came Sheriff also.’ The onerous duties: 
of Federal Censor were also thrust upon 
him, and when the German raider Emden 
threatened Darwin, Mr. Carey assumed 
control of the Defence Forces, summoned 
the principal officers of State to a hur- 
ried consultation, and as commander-in- 
chief he directed the local Defence Forces. 
He also attended to the Administrator’s 
correspondence, and arranged who should, 
and who should not, have private 
audience with His Excellency. He. 
directed what should, and what should 
not, be done for Vestey Brothers, and he 
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was Acting Administrator when “‘ His 
Excellency o spent six or twelve months in 
Melbourne, which was not a rare occur- 
rence. 

Senator Russerzt.—In what way did he 
determine what should or should not be 
done for Vestey Brothers? 


Senator FERRICKS.—I1 shall come to 
that matter presently. 


Senator Prarrmn. — Did he hold all 
these offices simultaneously ? 

Senator FERRICKS.—Some _ were 
held at different times, and some simul- 
taneously. It is well known that if a 
man was at variance with the Adminis- 
trator he could not expect to succeed in 
the Northern Territory Civil Service. 
This man, who has now been appointed 
permanent Chairman of the Advisory 
Council, was so favorably worked by Dr. 
Gilruth that he was appointed practically 
to everything that was going, because he 
was ‘‘ Pooh Bah’’ to Dr.  Guilruth’s 
‘* Mikado.’’ Hewas, in fact, Dr. Gilruth’s 
factotum, and, if I may say so, he was 
there to do Dr. Gilruth’s dirty work, and 
he did it. 


The Minister has asked me in what 
way Mr. Carey could determine what 
eould or could not be done by the present 
Director for Vestey Brothers. ‘In reply, 
let me point out that when Mr. Carey 
was Government Secretary at £600 a year 
he suddenly resigned and took up a posi- 
tion under Vestey Brothers at £800 a 
year. Just about that time communica- 
tions received from the Northern Terri- 
tory related certain rumours in regard 
to leniency in official matters, and an 
investigating officer was sent from Mel- 
bourne to make inquiries. While he was 
there, Mr. Carey was away down south 
on behalf of Vestey Brothers. When 
there was some talk of Mr. Justice Higgins 
being appointed a Commissioner to in- 
quire into what had taken place in the 
Territory during the past few years, the 


feeling was strongly held there—and it 


was firmly grounded—that if it had been 
necessary Vestey Brothers would have 
made arrangements to see that Mr. Carey 
was all right. If the Minister wants my 
opinion in plain language I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that I believe that the 


present Director of the Nacaiae To ataes 


is nothing More than an agent for Vestey 
Brothers “Limited, and that they are the 
American Beef Trust. On the last day 
of the sitting, just before the Christmas 
adjournment, [ made inquiries as to a 
number of holdings that had been ac- 
quired by Vestey Brothers in the Terri- 


tory, and was informed that they held 


sixty-four pastoral leases. 

Senator Retp.—They hold the country. 

Senator FERRICKS.—And the fact 
that they are holding it is, in my opinion, 
one reason why the Northern Territory 
has not progressed. It was the aim of 
the late Administrator not to allow it to 
progress. Every effort made at deve- 
lopment was retarded by the late Admin- 
istrator in the interests, I believe, of Ves- 
tey Brothers. Obstacles were placed in 
the way of developing the mining, agri- 
cultural, stock-raising, dairying, pig-rais- 
ing, rice-growing industries, and land 
settlement generally, with the aim, so 
the people in the Northern Territory be- 
heve—and they are on the spot, and 
ought to know—of keeping the Territory 
back so that Vestey Brothers may have 
the clear run in the Northern Territory 
without interference from any other in- 
dustry. 

Senator Rzurp,—They have got that af 
ready. 


Senator FERRICKS.—They would 
not have been in such a strong and undis- 
turbed position if the Territory had had 
a fair chance of development. Under 
Dr. Gilruth’s administration they made 
Breet headway in the direction of getting 

“strangle hold ’’ on the Territory, and 
Mr. Carey’s directorship, I believe, will be 
nothing else than a continuation of the 
policy followed by Dr. Gilruth in the in- 
terests of Vestey Brothers Limited. I 
object to this Ordinance because it will 
confer undisputed and unlimited power 
upon one man, whose consideration is not 
primarily the welfare of the people, or 
the best interests of the Territory or Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator Mavenan.—I suppose he was 
recommended by Dr. Gilruth, too. 


Senator FERRICKS.—We may as- 


sume, in view of his many appointments, — 
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9 Dr. Gilruth did not say anything to 
_ damage his chances. 


appointment as 


Territory. 


Senator Prarrrn.—He did his best to 
Jet his mantle fall on Mr. Carey? 

Senator FERRICKS.—I have no 
doubt about that, and I think that if Mr. 
Carey gets three years’ clear run in the 
Northern Territory he will demonstrate 


that Dr. Gilruth’s mantle has fallen upon 


capable, if unworthy shoulders. This is 
my fear. Everybody in the Northern 
Territory knows that Mr. Carey has been 
hand-in-glove with Dr. Gilruth in every 


scheme that he entered into for retard- 
ing development, and was connected with 


many dubious transactions, official or 
otherwise, which it is well known, took 
place up there. ) But with the cunning of 
the clever, with the precaution of the 


- scheming, every one of these transactions 
has been so well covered up that probably 


if these statements were investigated, 1t 
would be very hard to sheet home re- 
sponsibility. But everybody knows that 
these things have occurred, and that these 
men who set out designedly on such a 


policy, have left no traces behind them. 


In my opinion, only the appointment 
of a Royal Commission will disclose what 
has been taking place in the Territory 
during the past few years. This must 
come in time. I believe that Mr. Carey’s 
Director was made, 
possibly unwittingly, by the Minister or 
the Government, for the purpose of cover- 
ing up what had occurred..under Dr. 
Gilruth’s administration in recent years. 
Seeing that the people there are anxious 
to have some say in the management of 


their ‘own affairs, surely the Minister 


eould have met their wishes by the con- 
stitution of some public body, which 
would have enabled them to ventilate their 
grievances. In the past the chief com- 
plaint has been the consistently un- 
sympathetic administration, resulting in 
numbers of people being driven out of the 
I remember having read a 
report, in which certain statements were 
made about the class of people one meets 
with there. Well, I have met these 
people, and I realize that it was a 
mistake to encourage settlement from 
cold Sala like that of Victoria or 
N 2 


Tasmania, instead of pioneers being re- 
cruited from Western Australia, Queens- 
land, and New South Wales. The late 
Administrator broke the hearts of these 
people, and I fear that his policy will be 
continued under Mr. Carey’s directorship. 
The debate on the subject now before the 
Senate does not permit me to say all 
that I would like to in support of the © 
very serious statements which I have 
made, but I feel sure that if I were un- 
restricted by the scope of the motion I 
could justify everything that I have said. . 

Senator Rem.—But do you not think 
that the other members of the Advisory 
Council will influence Mr. Carey in his 
administration ? | 

Senator FERRICKS.—If they object 
to anything which he may do, they can 
only protest by word of mouth. He can 
snap his fingers at them, because, under 
the terms of this Ordinance, he is Ss 
supreme power. 

Senator Rrerm.—I have been on sielee 
Committees, and I know how an or- 
ganized feeling can influence others. 

Senator FERRICKS.—The late Ad- 
ministrator knew the views of the popu- 
lace during his term of office, but when 
they conflicted with his own desires they 
received no consideration at all. 

‘Senator Rem.— But the other members 
of the Advisory Council will have some 
power. , 

Senator FERRICKS.—If the honor- 
able senator will look at the Ordinance, 
he will find that no subject may be dis- 
cussed at the meeting of the Council 
except with the chairman’s consent. 

Senator Rem.—I admit that; but do 
you not think that the other members of 
¥he Council will have some influence over 
him ? 

Senator FERRICKS.—I do not think 
they will, because he has the power to go 
his own way, and he will do so, if we may 
judge by this past record. 

Senator Rem.—The other members of 
the Council will be representative of the 
various sections, 

Senator FERRICKS.—Bnt they will 
have no power. When we realize what 
has been going on in the past, we must 
regard the position as dangerous. J ask 
the Minister to withdraw the Ordinance, 


during the régzme of Dr. Gilruth. 
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because it will not satisfy the people of 
the Northern Territory, and it will not 
be of the slightest use. In fact, it will 
lead to autocratic control, and be retro- 
gressive in comparison with the .Ordi- 
nance of 1911. Surely, after an interval 
of eight years the Government will not 


seek to put upon the people of the Terri- . 
'. tory an even more autocratic form of 


rule. The citizens of that part of the 
Commonwealth have been gravely misre- 
presented. 
had heard about the Territory, I found 
things, upon my visit, very different from 
what I might well have expected. I met 


- men in all the various callings represented © 


there. And it was not only the meat 
worker—with an axe, as depicted in the 
Bulletomn—who was after Gilruth. At 
least 95 per cent. of the community were 
against him. Surely that must indicate 
that there was something really wrong. 
The people could no longer tolerate a con- 
tinuation of his rule. 
this Ordinance will confer upon his suc- 
cessor the power to carry on and prolong 
the evils of the past three or four years. 
In fact, if the Ordinance is put into effect, 
we shall be handing over the Territory to 
Vestey Brothers. They will have the 
power, through Mr. Carey, to secure just 
what they may desire, in precisely the 
same way in which they gained their ends 
I can- 
not conceive of any honorable senator 
failing to view with concern the proposi- 
tion of the Government for vesting such 
power in one individual. 

I intend on a future occasion to say 
something respecting the Department 
itself, in Melbourne. It has been. swal- 
lowing holus bolus every recommendation 
received from the administrative authority 


on the spot. If the party who has been 
appointed Chairman of the Council 
were a civil servant—had he been the 


Government Secretary—it would have 
been a different matter. That official had 
to do what Dr. Gilruth directed, or get 
out; yet he left the impression upon the 
minds of the people that he was not alto- 
gether subdued. 
- me as having some force of character, and 
I do not think he would unthinkingly, 
and with blind obedience, do everything 
Dr. Gilruth ordered. I fear, however, 
that Mr. Carey will do now as he did 


Senator Ferricks, 
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while under Dr. Gilruth, bam afraid 


that the power which will direct him will 
be the power wielded by Vestey Brothers. 
Mr. Atlee Hunt will receive Mr. Carey’s 
recommendations, and will agree with 
them, and will approvingly forward 
them to the Minister for authorization. | 

Senator NzepHam.—Do you suggest 


that. Vestey Brothers are the controllers 
of the Northern Territory? 


Senator FERRICKS.—I remarked a 


few moments ago that that firm has a 
great hold of the Territory, and another 
three years under the proposed régzme will 


give Vestey Brothers such a grip that they 


will be able to snap their fingers at the 
Government so long as they hold their 
pastoral leases. A few days before 
Christmas last I asked a question in the 


Senate regarding whether the Minister 


had any knowledge of discontent in the 


Northern Territory. Senator Russell re- 


plied, on behalf of Mr. Glynn, that the 


Department knew of no discontent; that 


all the trouble it knew about had to do 
with a dispute regarding the price of beer. 


™ “> , 


That reply, no doubt, was intended to © 


make honorable senators laugh. I my- 


self laughed, but for hardly the same rea- 


son as did other honorable senators, per- 
haps. 
was not aware that there was anything 


more seriously wrong than a dispute con 


cerning the ,price of beer, then there was 
something wrong in the Department itself. 
I am prepared to borrow a phrase of Sena- 
tor Millen, and to say that if the chief 


responsible official at administrative head- 
quarters had no more information than — 
that concerning the Territory, he must 
have been either a fool or a rogue. If 
the official did not know what was going ~ 
on, he should have known; and if ‘he did — 
know what has been occurring during the 
past three or four years, then he has no — 


right to continue in occupation of the 
position which he fills to-day. One Minis- 


If the Department in Melbourne - 3 


ter after another during the past few — 


years has acceptéd the advice to hand 
from Dr. Gilruth, which advice ‘was origi- 
nally received by that gentleman either 
direct. from Vestey Brothers or im the in- 
terests of Vestey Brothers. : 
trary, every representation made by the 


On the con- — 


people to the Minister has met with an ~ 


unsatisfactory 


response. Honorable — 
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senators have good grounds for refusing 
to ratify this Ordinance. 
Senator Tuomas.—Supposing it is not 
 ratitied; Mr. Carey will still be there. 
__ Senator FERRICKS.—The Government 
- could bring in an Ordinance to provide 
for the constitution of a Board of Advice, 
whose members would be elected by the 
people on the basis of adult suffrage. 
Such a body, I admit, would possess 
power of advice only; but its recom- 
mendations, at any rate, would be made 
to the Director for forwarding to Mel- 
bourne, or would be sent direct to the 
Minister, and perhaps to members of 
the Federal Parliament. And if the Go- 
vernment were sensible it would not dare 
to refuse to entertain such representations, 
if they were at the same time duly venti- 
lated here. The point is, however, that 
representations from the Territory can- 
not receive ventilation if they are not 
_made, in the first place; and they are not 
made to-day because there are no oppor- 
_ tunities for making them. ~ 
I trust that the Ordinance will be dis- 
allowed, not only in the interests of the 
_ Territory itself, but for the good of Aus- 
tralia as a whole, and for the honour of 
good government. We desire, even at 
this late stage, that the Territory shall be 
given a chance. It is all very well to 
“speak of it as a white elephant and as 
a sink for public money. It has been so 
‘under the conditions which have ruled 
there—-designed to make a failure of 
that Territory, and to retard its settle- 
ment. That is why I advise the Govern- 
ment to present an Ordinance which ‘will 
constitute an Advisory Council upon the 
basis of adult suffrage. A Council of 
that character, I know, would not afford 
a great measure of self-goverument, but 
it would at least provide scope for the 
residents to voice their grievances and 
ventilate their wrongs—of which, unfor- 
tunately, they have only too many. 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council 
and Acting Minister for Defence) 
{4.45]—I desire briefly to review 
the position with respect to the 
Northern Territory. _ Concerning much 
which has _ been 
possibilities of the Territory, I am in 
agreement. But the Ordinance is only 
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a stop-gap, an attempt to bridge an im- 
mediate difficulty arising from the war. 
It was agreed, if not by the vote of Par- 
ment, yet by common consent, to go slow 
in that part of the Commonwealth ; which 
action, while very unfair to the Territory 
itself, was enforced by war conditions. 
Senator Frrricxs.—Vestey Brothers 
have not been going slow. ne ie 
Senator RUSSELL.—It was, unfortu- 
nately, necessary for the Government— 
for financial and* other reasons—to go 
slow there. The very fact that a new | 
system of administration has been pro-— 
mulgated may be accepted, to a large ex- 
tent, as an apology for things that have 
happened in the past. With a good deal 
of what Senators Newland and Ferricks 
have said, I am in agreement. If we 
were setting out to confer independent 
government upon the Territory, I would — 
agree also with their remarks regarding 
adult suffrage and the like; but so long — 
as the Territory is without a Parliament, 
and has no institutions by which its citi- 
zens can wield control over its financial 
affairs, I do not see what better proposi- 
tion can be advanced. The limited popu- 
lation of the Territory must not be for- 
eotten as a factor. Its inhabitants num- 
ber only 1,800 European adults; and not 
all of them are British or Australian 
born. No honorable senator present 
would care to give such a small body of 
citizens full power and freedom in con- 
nexion with the financial affairs of the 
Territory. . se 
Senator Ferricxs.—I have said that I 
would not. spe ae. 
Senator RUSSELL.—That is so. Some 
one must be responsible. It has been the 
policy of the Government that the Com- 
monwealth Parliament, through the Min- 
ister concerned, shall accept  responsi- 
bility. We have not, as a matter of fact, 
seriously tackled the problem of the Ter- 
ritory ; but I hope that the day is not far 
distant when a real attempt will be made 
to thoroughly develop that portion, of 
Australia. The Government do not pro- 
pose, under this Ordinance, to create 
anything like an independent Council. 
The Minister must retain the responsi- 
bility,.and this body will have no other 
than advisory powers. Senator Ferricks 
spoke of limitations; he stated that the 
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unofficial members of the Council would 
have no powers of initiation. They will 
have powers of initiation, but those will 
be limited by the judgment of the chair- 
man. Surely honorable senators will not 
ask the Government to establish a body 
which might be in direct conflict with 
the Federal Parliament, responsible as it 
is for the administration of the Territory ! 

Senator Newxianp.—The Council will 
be of very little use there, sometimes, 
unless it is in conflict.with this Parlia- 


ment. 


Senator RUSSELL.—Let us suggest, 


- for example, that the Council discussed 


compulsory military training in its appli- 
cation to the Territory. Such a subject 
as that must remain within the full con- 
trol of this Parliament. Suppose that 
the Council wanted to raise a loan - of 
£5,000,000 for the Territory. 

Senator THomas.—What would be the 
position if the people favoured the con- 
struction of a railway into Queensland, 
and the Government preferred that it 
should be built vzd Oodnadatta? 

Senator RUSSELL.—If the Govern- 


‘ment desired advice with respect to the 


route of a railway, it would seek the 
opinions of the Council. I hope and ex- 
pect that some day, with great expansion, 
there will be a Parliament in the Terri- 
tory the members of which will be elected 
upon the basis of adult suffrage, and 
which will control local affairs just as the 
various State’ Parliaments control State 
affairs to-day. I do not want a body with 
unlimited power, and one that will as- 
sume the right to discuss national ques- 
tions with a view to giving advice to the 
Government. Senator Newland - sug- 
gests that the returned soldiers should 
have representation. 

Senator Newianp.—Oh, no! TI said 
that they should have the chance if they 
wanted it. 

Senator RUSSELL.—If we gave the 
right of representation to returned sol- 
diers in any Council for the Northern 
Territory, we equally should give that 


_ right to special representation to returned 


soldiers in this Parliament. I do not be- 
heve the returned soldiers want special 
representation in any of our public. insti- 
tutions, but they want the full rights of 
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every other citizen in connexion with 
powers of election. This is a big advance, 
because previously there was a nominee 
Council. mi 
Senator Ferricks.—This is worse. — 
Senator RUSSELL.—Four members are 
now elected to represent special interests. 
The mining representative is to be selected 
by the leaseholders and those possessing 
miners’ rights in the Northern Territory. 
It was impossible to have a selection 
made by the pastoralists, owing to their 
interests being so scattered, but when they — 
are ready they will be allowed to submit 
the name of a nominee to the Minister. 
The Labour interests in the Territory are 
to be represented by a nominee chosen 
by a plebiscite. The alternative is 
an election on adult suffrage, and the 
question is open to debate whether 
we should have the interests repre- 
sented in a small community 
trolled by a body elected in the way 
I have described 
frage. Senator Ferricks knows, and we 
all know, what would happen if we 
elected a Council on the basis of adult. 
suffrage. It would mean that the Port 
Darwin community would run the whole 
show, and that the outside interests would 
be totally unprotected. It is the desire 
of. the Government to preserve some re- 
presentation for the miners out-back, for. 
the pastoralists, and for the various other. 
sections. The Ordinance is different, also, 
in this regard from that which is being 
revealed, because the previous Council 
was comprised of civil servants. eee 
Senator Frrricks-—The representa- 
tives of the different industries will be in. 
a minority. ay ae 
Senator RUSSELL.—I do not think 
the members of the Council will want to 
discuss political questions, and I take it 


that the matters to be considered and de- 


cided will be largely questions relating to 
business, and entirely non-political. 
Senator _Krarrne.—Would not Port 
Darwin have an undue preponderance 
of votes? Kae 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes,; but others 
would have a voice. | he 
Senator Kratine.—ls not that a some- 
what dangerous argument to use, seeing 
that Melbourne is a dominating factor ? 
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more votes in the country than from the 
city. 
a Senator Krave. — Tt could be said 
that Melbourne is a dominating factor. 
Senator RUSSELL.—Perhaps it is 
more by good luck than anything else 
that we generally get varied interests 
represented in a Parliament of this sort; 
but such would not be the case in a small 
community like Papua or the Northern 
Territory. This is an Advisory Council 
and not a legislative body, and it is not 
expected to carry the responsibility 
‘which rightly belongs to the Minister for 
‘Home and Territories. Certainly some 
trappings will disappear, and I do not 
think that any of us regard that with dis- 
pleasure. I would like to see a wider 
extension in this direction, as it would 
be the means of saving a ’ good deal of 
money. Whilst the Minister is respon- 
sible I do not see how we can have any 
other system. We cannot delegate the 
whole of the power to the Administrator 
of the Territory. Possibly we might get 
aman who was born for the job, and one 
to whom we could give unlimited powers; 
but, judging by the few men we have been 
able to get for these positions in the past, 
that is not likely. I do not speak 


q Senator RUSSELL, —I nines received 
4 . 


in a derogatory sense. The wide 
‘powers previously given to the Ad- 
ministrator of the Northern Territory 


were not acceptable to the local people. 


I do not think Mr. Carey is to blame, as" 


be has simply done what any honorable 
senator in this chamber would have done. 
Vesteys recognised a capable man, and 
as such individuals do not grow on mul- 
berry trees, they offered him a higher 
salary than the Government were pre- 
pared to offer, and he transferred his ser- 
vices. i 

Senator Frerricxs.—And now the Go- 
vernment offer a higher salary, and he 
has transferred again. 


Senator RUSSELL.—The Rover ccat 
realize that until we stabilize our financial 
position it is not possible to go in for any 
extensive developmental policy in the 
_ Northern Territory. We have first to 
_ ascertain our financial position after the 
_ war, and later we -will endeavour to be big 


for once. We cannot be sure of the future 
of Australia until we clear up after the 


,war. 


Senator Frrricxs.—You will have to 
reckon with Vestey-Brothers. 

Senator RUSSELL.—Do not make any 
mistake about that. No one is prepared 
at the present time to vote money for the 
development. of the Northern or any other 
Territory. 

Senator Frrricxs.—You are 
Vesteys a good go. 

Senator RUISSSELL.—I do not know 
much about Vesteys; but from reports 
it appears that they are the only people 
who are doing anything to develop the 
Northern Territory. Jf they are en- 
deavouring to secure a monopoly, I am 
going to oppose them. 

Senator Furrioxs—If you vote for 
this Ordinance you are giving it to them. 

Senator RUSSELL.—Not at all. Par- 
lament may provide for direct repre- 
sentation in our Commonwealth Parla- 
ment; but I do not think any one will 
say that the people of the Territory are 
entitled to a direct representative. 

Senator Newnanp.—Why not? 

Senator RUSSELL.—The representa- 
tion of the various parts of the Common- 
wealth has already been provided for in 
the Constitution; but perhaps a system: 
could be arranged whereby a northern 
Queensland member could have the 
Northern Territory tacked on to his con- 
stituency. It might mean that such a mem- 
ber might take more than a passing in- 
terest in its affairs; but I do not think it 
can be done under our Constitution. If 
we were to do that in connexion with the 
Territory, we would be compelled to do 
it for other parts of the Commonwealth 
with a similar population. Strong ob- 
jection was taken to section 5 by two hon- 
orable senators, and, personally, I do not 
think that section expresses what was 
really intended. The object of the sec- 
tion was to give the Minister power to 
appoint additional representatives for 
any special interests for a short period. 
Under present conditions the position 1s 
very unsatisfactory, particularly in the 
case of an industrial dispute. I had the ex- 
perience of handling one, and I found it 
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very difficult to secure a nomen mind 
anywhere. If the parties concerned 
did not object to the Judge, there 
was always some one else to whom they 
objected. It is difficult, sitting at the end 
of a wire in Melbourne, to administer the 
affairs of the Northern Territory. ~ In 
connexion with one dispute, there were 
fifteen suggestions, and as rapidly as new 
ones were brought forward they were al- 
it was difficult to get an inde- 
pendent mind. Before a decision could be 
arrived at, we were always sure to meet 
with opposition from the other side. The 
object of the section is to give power, 
in connexion with industrial disputes, to 
appoint a local representative on. the 
Council. It may be desirable to 
ask the manager of Vestey. Brothers, 


‘as well as the secretary of the Australian 
the 


Workers Union, to confer at 
council table when industrial disputes 
arise. I believe in round table conferences, 
and the principle of bringing the con- 
testing parties closely together. If parties 
conferred more, there would be fewer 
disputes, as very often the difficulties 
are not so great, and can usually be over- 
come when discussed in a_ business-like 
way. Ido not know Mr. Carey very well, 
because I met him only on one occasion 
for a short time, but he went from here, 
not with the power to originate a policy, 


but to carry out his duties as working 


administrator under Dr. Gilruth. As an 
officer, Mr. Carey had no responsibility 


‘other than the carrying on of his work 


under instructions from his superior 
officer. 
involved, he may have had his own 
opinions, and there was nothing immoral 
in carrying out a policy—although it may 
have been contrary to his own—of his 


superior officer. 

‘Senator Frrrrcks.—Under Dr. Gil- 
ruth’s administration, any man who did 
not knuckle down to him had to leave the 


Territory, 


Senator RUSSELL.—I do not think 
If Dr. Gilruth had asked Mr. Carey 
to do anything that was corrupt, and he 


had done what was asked, I would be 


one of the first to repudiate his actions, 
but there is no evidence of anything of the 


Where questions of policy were ~ 


kind having occurred. He ‘iad to earey. 
out the instructions of Dr. Gilruth. I do 
not know what he has done; but it is 
unfair to say that he has done ante 
wrong unless it can be proved. ~ — 

Senator Frrrrcxs.—Absolutely. 
was a tool of Dr. Gilruth’s. 

Senator RUSSELL.—For comet pur 
poe 

Senator Frrricxs.—All sorts of pur- 3 
poses. 3 

Senator RUSSELL.—I would like 
something more definite than that. 

The Ordinance may not be perfect, but 
it goes as far as I think we ought to go 
until- such time as a clear-cut national 
policy for the development of the North- 
ern Territory is submitted, and that, I 
hope, will be in the not far distant future. 


| He 


With regard to the various functions car- 


ried out by Mr. Carey, I believe that 
Ministers of the Commonwealth hold as 
many titles and carry out as many func- 
tions, though the business connected with 
them may not occupy more than an hour 
or two in a day. In the case of a great 
many of the positions held by Mr. Carey, 
the work involved was merely clerical ad- 
ministration under Dr. Gilruth. The 
work, for instance, to be done by- this 
officer as Director of the Botanical Gar- 
dens and under other titles might not. 
occupy more than a few hours in a year. 
The Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
Greene) has to perform certain functions 


under sixty or seventy different titles. I 


have had to do the same myself. I was 
Minister in charge of flax. I had never | 
grown flax, but I had the advantage of 

the advice of a good scientific committee, 

who did all the work. 
once in three months I signed certain 
documents or an Order in Council, but I - 
did not on that account profess to be run 
ning the flax industry of Australia, 


although I was nominally responsible for — 


the way in which the industry was con- 
ducted. In a place like the Northern 
Territory one officer will necessarily have 
charge of a great many different matters. 
He may be Director of Lighthouses, and, 


as possibly there is only one lighthouse ab a 


Port Darwin, he would not. have very 
much work to do in that position. In 
the circumstances, it is to the credit, 
rather than the discredit, of Mr. Carey 


It may be that 
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_ that he was appointed to all these posi- 
tions, as that indicates his administrative 
ability. " 

- -I do not put the Ordinance forward as 


a perfect instrument of government, and 


I do not desire to force it upon honor- 
able senators. The government of a 
country is a very serious matter, and this 


Ordinance is not submitted in a party 


spirit. It is our desire to secure the best 
form of government possible for the 
Northern Territory. If honorable senators 
wish to go into the matter thoroughly, 
Iam prepared to listen to any suggestions 
they may make, and if they desire further 
time for the consideration of the matter, 
I am willing that a little more time 
_ should be given for that purpose. As an 
Australian, I have felt that we have not 
been doing sufficient to develop the North- 
ern Territory as it ought to be developed. 
- When the financial strain, due to the 
war, is at an end, I shall be prepared to 
assist in the fullest development of the 
Territory, and in securing for it the most 
democratic form of government that can 
be proposed. It appears to me that we 
_ should hesitate to confer very wide powers 
_ of government upon any body in the 
Northern Territory, where there is such a 
small white population, the members of 
which, unfortunately, are not all British. 
If they were all British, we might take 


which they might be intrusted. 


_ I hope that honorable senators, in dis- 
-eussing the Ordinance, will not go at 
length into what individuals may have 
done in the past. None of us have done 

well by the Northern Territory, and-it is 

not to the credit even of this Parliament 
that it should remain in its present. un- 
_developed condition. We all recognise 
that Australia cannot expect to continue 
to hold an unoccupied Territory without 
developing it. There is room for great 
development in the Northern Territory, 
and I hope that we shall be in a position 
to insure its development by white men. 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[5.10].—Honorable senators are under 
obligations to Senator Newland for 
bringing this matter up for discussion. I 
listened with great interest to the speech 
_ delivered by Senator Ferricks. I agree 
with Senator Newland that it would have 


-a more liberal view of the powers with 
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been better if this Ordinance had been 
brought before us in the form of a Bill. 
I take it that we have to accept it or re- 
ject 1 as it stands. We cannot amend 
it. On this account Senator Newland has 
complained that it has been brought be- 
fore us in a rather undemocratic way. 
Perhaps the Minister has submitted it in 
this way in order to save time. It may 
be that there is not a great deal in the 
appointment of a Council of Advice, and, 
personally, I think there is not, but the 
difficulty is to suggest anything to take 
its place. I assume that in discussing the 
Ordinance, even though we should reject 
it, our idea is to let the Government 
know what we think should take its place. - 
Senators Newland and Ferricks have, at 
considerable length and with a good deal 
of ability, discussed the Ordinance, and 
we are indebted to them for doing so. I 
point out that each has made one sugges- 
tion to take the place of the Ordinance 
under discussion, and these suggestions 
differ from each other. Senator Newland 
suggests that there should be direct re- 
presentation of the Northern Territory in - 
this Parliament by two members in the 
House of Representatives and one senator 
in this chamber. Not bad representation 
for about 4,000 European residents. I 
do not know whether the Constitution 


would permit of the representation 
of the Territory by one. ‘senator 
in~.this chamber. Senator Ferricks 
suggests that there should be an 


elected Council of Advice. Those are the 
only two alternative suggestions which 
have been made, if we reject the Ordi- 
nance. I confess that at the present time 
I cannot see my way to support Senator 
Newland’s proposal that the Territory 
should have two: representatives in the 
House of Representatives and one in the 
Senate. Senne ard 

Senator Nrwianp.— The honorable 
senator would not agree that it should 
have one representative ? 

Senator THOMAS.—At the present 
time I do not think that I would agree 


that it should have even one representa- 
tive. 


Senator Nrwzanp.—The honorable 
senator says that it should have no direct 
representation, here? 


there than they raised themselves, 


_ Senate in a reasonable way. 
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‘Senator THOMAS.—Not in the cir- 
cumstances. Senator Ferricks proposes 
that there should be an elected Council of 
Advice. 

Senator Farrtcxs. —That is the pro- 
posal of the people of the Territory them- 
selves. 

Senator THOMAS.—I understand that 
it-is. The honorable senator does not 
suggest that the elected Council should 
be any more than a Board of Advice. 

Senator Ferrrcks.—That is 80. 

Senator THOMAS.—The honorable 
senator Las put the suggestion before the 
He knows 
that we cannot have the people of the 
Northern Territory spending money in 
accordance with their desires unless they 
are prepared to raise that money. If 
they wish to spend money which they 
raise themselves, I shall offer no objec- 
tion. * 

Senator Frrricks.—They want the 
power of recommendation. 

Senator Newianp.—They are all pay- 
ing taxes. 

Senator THOMAS.—That is so; but 
what is raised in revenue in the Northern 
Territory will not compare with the Go- 
vernment expenditure there. If the 
people of the Northern Territory were 
satisfied that no more should be spent 
the 
position would be different. I should 
like to know whether Senator Ferricks, or 
anybody else, would take the trouble of 
going through an election in the Northern 
Territory to secure a position upon a 
Council which would have only the power 
to: advise. 

Senator Frerricxs.—I think that the 
people of the Northern Territory would 
jump at it. | 

Senator . THOMAS.—Perhaps they 
would, but we know what elections are, 
and that a candidate probably knows 
more about himself after an election is 
finished than he did when he started. 
Senator Ferricks proposes that people 
should go to the trouble of an-election to 


‘secure a position upon a Council with the 
- power only to advise, 


and whose advice 
may be turned down. 


Senator Frrricxs.—The honorable 


senator will admit that in any recommen- 
dation of such a Council the Minister 
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would have a very strong indication of 
public opinion in the Northern Territory. 

Senator THOMAS. —I admit that he 
would. 

. Senator Frrricxs.—lIf he LGened aside 
500 many of the recommendations of the 
Council there might be’ trouble. 

Senator THOMAS.—Even though I 
might: admit that the Minister would ~ 
have pressure brought to bear upon him 
through recommendations of an elected 
Council of Advice, I remind Senator Fer- 
ricks that he would not be dependent 
upon the votes of people in the Northern 
Territory for his position in Cabinet 
or as a member of this Parliament. 

Senator Nrewianp.—They have neo 
votes, and therefore it does not matter; 
they can go hang! 

Senator THOMAS.—-It is obvious that — 
the Minister has to depend upon support 
in the Senate and in another place. He 
may say that he is rather favorable to 
what is proposed by the Council of Ad- 
vice, but could not carry their proposal 
through this Parliament. . 

Senator NrrpHamM.—That has nothing 
to do with the matter. 

Senator THOMAS.—It seems to me 
that it has a very important bearing upon 
it. Even Senator Ferricks is not pre- 
pared to ask for anything more than a 
Council of Advice. The difficulty I am 
in is that the Ordinance is placed before 
us and we must accept or reject it, whilst 
none of the proposals so far made seem to 
me to be satisfactory alternatives for what 
the Government have proposed. In the 
circumstances, I feel that I must support 
the Ordinance as it stands. 

Senator NerepHam.—Bad though it is. 

Senator THOMAS.—Yes, simply be- 
cause I know of nothing better suggested 
to replace it. 
tor Ferricks rather strengthens one ob- 
jection I have to what the Government 
Honorable senators have — 
complained that the Government have 
handed over the Northern Territory to 
the Administrator or to’ Mr. Carey, as 
Director, under existing conditions. 

Senator FERRicks.—That is what the 
Ordinance amounts to. 

Senator THOMAS.—No. Whether the 
Ordinance be agreed to or not, the posi- 
tion will not be greatly altered. I am 


One point raised by Sena- _ 
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not here to say a word against Mr. Carey. 
I do not know enough of him to say a 
word against him. I have to take the re- 
sponsibility of appointing Dr. Gilruth as 
Administrator of the Northern Territory, 
and I believe that he was a very able and 
energetic Administrator. 

Senator Frerricks.—Did the honorable 
senator believe that? — 

Senator THOMAS.—I did, or I would 
not have appointed him. 

Senator Frrricks.—Does the honor- 
able senator believe that now ? 

Senator THOMAS.—I do believe that 
he was able and energetic, and I also be- 
lieve that he was an honest man. [ still 
beliave that, but I am prepared to admit 
that I think he was not well qualified to 
handle men, as he lacked a _ certain 
amount of tact. 

Senator pE Larcgrre.—He was just a 
little too blunt. 

. Senator THOMAS.—That may be; but 
no one can question his ability, his 


_energy, or his zeal for the progress of the 


Northern Territory. 

Senator Ferricxs.—I do. I say that 
lhe was out for Number One and Vesteys 
all the time he was there. 

Senator THOMAS.—T still hold to my 
opinion of him. I do not know sufficient 
about Mr. Carey to say whether he is 
likely to make a good, bad, or indifferent 


- Administrator. But it is extremely unfor- 


tunate that the Government should have 
lowered the prestige attaching to his 
office. His predecessor, Dr. Gilruth, was 
paid a salary of £1,750 a year, together 
with an allowanee of £500. Now the Go- 
vernment: say that £1,000 a year is a 
sufficient salary, and I understand that, 
in addition, they intend allocating to the 
newly appointed director of the Terri- 
tory a sum of £70 annually, either for 
entertainment purposes or to cover the 
rental of his residence. These facts sug- 
gest that Ministers are losing faith in the 
Northern Territory. JI was very glad 
indeed to hear Senator Newland say that 
the last report of Dr. Gilruth was of a 
most optimistic character. I am pleased 
to note the way in which the Territory 


has developed during the past year or — 


two. If Mr. Carey is the proper man for 
the position to which he has been ap- 
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pointed, he certainly ought not to receive 
a less salary than his predecessor. If the 
mere reduction in the salary attaching 
to any office is the only way in which the 
Government can economize, the position 
is, Indeed, a peculiar one. Let me point 
to the Governor of the Commonwealth 
Bank by way of analogy. A Labour Go- 
vernment. appointed Mr. Miller, Governor 
of that institution at ia salary of £4,000 
per year. Now, I believe that a manager 
could be obtained to run it for £1,500 a 
year, and doubtless the services of other 
managers could be secured for a salary 
of £600 a year. ) 

Senator pve Larerr.—Where would 
they run it? 

Senator THOMAS.—Exactly; that is 
my point. I do not think that £4,000 a 
year is too much to pay tto the Governor 
of the Commionwealth Bank. In my 
opinion, Mr. Dennison Miller is worth 
every penny of it. So if the Govern- 
ment appointed a man in his place at a 
salary of £2,000 annually, would that be 
true economy? No one would think so 
for a minute. 

Then, I take at that to attempt to 
manage the affairs of the Northern Ter- 
ritory from Melboure is one of the 
biggest farces imaginable. Senator Fer- 
ricks spoke of the Government being con- 
trolled by a single person in the Terri- 
tory. Whilst I occupied the position of 
Minister for External Affairs, to a very 
great extent that was the position. I[ 
may have been wrong in my selection of 
a gentleman to fill the post of Adminis- 
trator, but I had implicit trust in him, 
and consequently I said to him, “Go to 
the Northern Territory and see what you 
can do with it, and, as far ias possible, I 
will support you.” That is the position 
which Js took up. Now the present Min- 
ister for Home and Territories (Mr. 
Glynn), amongst other things, writes 
quite a lot of pamphlets. The writing 
of these pamphlets occupies a great deal 
of his time. | | 

Sehator Nuzpnam.—Unlike the Post- 
master-General, he does not write poetry. 

Senator THOMAS.—Some of his 
pamphlets are very poetic. If the Go- 
vernment did not think that Dr. Gilruth 
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was the proper man to fill the post 
of Administrator, they should have dis- 
‘missed him. 
Senator Frerricxks.—Does not the hon- 
orable senator think that, after Mr. Atlee 
Hunt had gone to the Territory and had 
a general look round, he should have been 
in a position to form an opinion jas to the 
wisdom or otherwise of the recommenda- 
tions sent down to Melbourne by Dr. Gal- 
ruth? 
Senator THOMAS.—The man who 


is on the spot all the time ought .cer- 


tainly to be a better judge of things than 


the mdividual who is there for only 
o fortnight. Jf I were a directorof a 
mining company, I would look around 
. for a mining manager whom I could 
trust. Wihen T lost confidence in him, I 
would dismiss. thim. ; 

Senator. Frrricxs.—The honorable 
senator did not proceed on those lines, or 
he would never have sent Dr. Gilruth to 
the Northern Territory from New Zea- 
land. 

Senator THOMAS.—He did not go to 
the Territory from New~ Zealand, but 
from Melbourne. 

Senator Kratrrne.—He _ practically. 
went from New Zealand: He had not 
been long in Melbourne when he was ap- 
pointed Administrator. 

Senator THOMAS.—I took up pre- 
cisely the stand which I have indicated. 

Senator Frrricxs.—Does not the hon- 
orable senator think that a man who had 
had experience in the tropical portions 
of New South Wales, South Australia, 


and Western ‘Aueipalie would have been. 


more likely to prove a successful <Ad- 
ministrator than Dr. Gilruth? 
Senator THOMAS. — I may have 
chosen the wrong man for the position, 
but, having selected him, I sent him to 
the "Territory with full confidence in him. 
- Senator Frrricxs.—The appointment 
: eer icis the honorable senator’s state- 
ment that if he had shares in a mining 
company he would look around for a min- 
ing man. He would look round for a 
dairy farmer. 
Senator THOMAS.—TI regret that fe. 
Government should have lowered the 
prestige attaching to the position of Ad- 


-ministrator by appointing a man to suc-_ 
ceed Dr. Gilruth at a decreased salary, 
and evidently with the idea of managing 
the affairs of the Territory from Mel- 
bourne, I have listened attentively to 
the objections which have been urged to 
this particular Ordinance. if think that 
Senator Ferricks made a very fair point — 
in his condemnation of the provisions of 
section 8 of it. Under that section 
nothing can come before the Coun- 
cil of Advice unless with the chairmau’s 
consent. That is rather a pity. Whilst 
T do not think that the Council need 
waste time in discussing political ques- 
tions, there may be some matters which 
the people of the Territory earnestly de- | 
sire should be brought before it. After — 
all, the Council is ereated purely for ad- 
visory purposes, and the Government are 
under no obligation to accept its advices 
Senator Russett.—Why did not the 
honorable senator give them a_ better 
Council? There was a worse Council of 
Advice than that which is proposed dur- 
ing the time that he occupied the posi- 
tion of Minister for Home Affairs. 
Senator THOMAS.—I was in office 
for only eighteen months. There was 
then in existence a Council which had 
been. elected some time previously. 
Senator Ruvsserzr.—Composed of six 
pubhe servants. : 
Senator THOMAS.—Surely the Vice- 
President cf the Executive Council did 
not expect me to alter matters the day 


after I became ‘Minister. 


- Senator Russeryt.—Not in eighteen 
months? ee 

Senator THOMAS.—That Council, I 
believe, met only once. We have either 
to accept this Ordinance as a whole, or © 
reject it. I am prepared to vote for it, 
with a view to seeing whether it is likely 
to accomplish any good. 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[5.30].—To my mind, there is no reason — 
why the Government ‘should not consent 
to withdraw this Ordinance, in order that 
it may be made to conform somewhat to 
~ modern ideas. Under it, Ministers pro- 
pose to entirely ignore the views of a 
majority of the residents of the Northern 
Territory, and to place in the hands of a 
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single official the power to make recom- 


mendations to the authorities in Mel- 


bourne. The proposal is that the Coun- 
cil of Advice shall consist of a chairman 
and seven members—three official and 
three non-official members. The appoint- 
ments, I take it, are to be made by the 
Minister. Would it not be far better if 
the people of Port Darwin were allowed 
to elect their own Council, as suggested 
by Senator Ferricks, on the basis of its 
adult population? Such a Council would 
be able to make recommendations which 
could either be accepted or rejected by the 
Minister. But as matters stand, the Min- 
ister will elect whom he thinks fit to the 
Council of Advice, and later on a num- 
ber of other gentlemen will be nominated 
to it. In other words, the will of the 
people will have no play whatever. See- 
ing that the Council has no legislative 
authority whatever, but will be possessed 


merely of the power of recommendation, 
of what is the Minister afraid? 


Why 
does he not agree to the withdrawal of 
the Ordinance, in order that it may be 
recast upon lines which will permit of 
the election of a Council of Advice upon 
an adult population basis? 


necessarily follow that the residents of 
Port Darwin would dominate the Coun- 
cil. As a matter of fact, it might result 
in the election to that body of persons 
representing all the interests of the Terri- 


tory. This Parliament, for example, is 


elected on an adult suffrage basis, and 
yet all the interests of the Commonwealth 
are represented in it. Why, then, does 
the Minister fear that a Council of Ad- 
vice, elected upon similar lines, would 
not faithfully represent all the interests 
of the Territory? This Ordinance 
clearly indicates that it is the inten- 
tion of the Government to ignore the 
will of a majority of the people of 


the Territory, and to insure that cer- 


tain interests shall have undue representa- 
tion upon the proposed Advisory Council. 


When. these gentlemen meet, they will 
make recommendations 


to the Min- 


ister in their own interests, and, 


armed with this authority, the Min- 
_ ister will formulate new Ordinances, 
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were given to my suggestion, it does not 
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and still further strengthen the auto- 
cratic hand of the Director. I have 
not yet had an opportunity of visiting 
Darwin. It is a great pity that all mem- 
bers of this Parliament do not take ad- 
vantage of the facilities offering to make 
themselves personally acquainted with 
that portion. of Australia. If they - 
visited the Territory they would be in a 
better position to give an expression of 


opinion regarding the situation than can 


possibly be given from the perusal of an- 
nual reports drafted by the Administra- 
tor. . These reports are long enough, but 
not very many of them are interesting, 
and certainly they do not contain that in- 
formation which one could gain at first 
hand by visiting the Territory. The time 
has long since gone by when any Parlia- 
ment should agree to the creation of a 
body of this kind. No one will suggest 
that this Advisory Council will faithfully 
represent the people of Darwin, and I, for 
one, am not prepared to vote for the Ordi- 
nance. I hope it will be withdrawn, and 
that the. Minister will present one which 
will more faithfully coincide with the 
views of honorable senators as disclosed 
in the course of this debate. ' If this is 
done there will be nothing to retard the 
progress of the Northern Territory, be- 
cause the people then will have some de- 
gree of responsibility, whereas at present 
they have no voice in the election of 
memibers to this Council. It may be in- 
opportune at. the present time, though I 
doubt it, to extend to the people of Dar- 
win absolute home rule. I -think they 
are prepared for it, and I believe it will 
have ‘to be granted them in the future. 
The sooner the position is faced the 
better. a eee , 
I-do not know what is best to be™ 
done for the Territory, because I am un- 
able from a perusal of the annual reports 
to get all the information I desire. I 
should like to know how the country is 
held, who holds it, under what terms it is 
leased, and for how long the leases will 
be operative. I am informed that the 
stations there are so large that their 
boundaries are defined, not in the ordi- — 
nary way, but by the parallels of latitude. 
If it is profitable to occupy the Territory 
in this way, and I have no doubt it is, 


ee ek Sale 


ee ee 


a 


et a ee eee ae, ore Yee 


ee in ee ee 


Minister, or by some other person. 


Pa 


11326 Northern 


: we may be quite sure that this new Ad- 


visory Council will not remedy the posi- 
tion, because the public interests will be, 
to a large extent, ignored. I appeal to 
the Minister to review the position, and 
by a new Ordinance allow the people of 
Darwin the right to elect members to the 
Advisory Council. It has been sug- 
gested by Senator Thomas that they 
would not take the trouble to conduct an 
election. That is one of the greatest 
mistakes that honorable senator has made 
for a considerable time. We know that 
elections for the British Parliament are in 
variably keenly contested, and that tens 
of thousands of pounds are spent for the 
honour of assisting in making the laws of 
the Mother Country. The same may be 
said of elections to the municipal councils 
in Australia. In very many cases large 


‘sums of money are expended by can- 


didates for the honour, not of legis- 


lating, but of administering, the 
laws given to them by the State 
Parliaments. . There need be no fear 


about an election for members of the Ad- 
visory Council in Darwin not being 
keenly contested. On the contrary, I 
think that practically every man there 
would be anxious to exercise the fran- 
chise, and if this right were given to them 
we would have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that their representatives would not 
be the creatures of two or three men away 
in the back-blocks, or of certain vested in- 
terests, but that they would be men, and 
possibly women, elected by the votes of 
the adult population. I understand the 
Territory comprises about 500,000 square 
miles of country, which is bound to be 
developed in the future, but we may be 
sure that no progress will be made if it 
is tied up with regulations suggested by 
an Advisory Council nominated by the 
For 
these reasons, I ask the Minister to with- 
draw the Ordinance, review the situation, 
realize that public opinion is progressing, 
and that everywhere there is a demand 
fer home rule. Although there is but a 
small community in the Northern Terri- 
tory, the sooner we extend to them some 
real measure of home rule the better it 


will be for this Parliament, for thie Terri- 


tory, and the Commonwealth. 


Senator Grant. 
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Senator PRATTEN (New South 
[5.44].—I did not intend to join in this 
debate, but it seems to me that, although 
the immediate matter brought up by 
Senator Newland does not appear to be 
of supreme importance, we are really en- 
gaged in discussing the future of the 
northern part of Australia. 
with interest to the speeches made by 
other honorable senators, and I take it 
that the two principal points involved 


are, firstly, that the new Director of the 


Northern Territory, Mr. Carey, will prac- 
tically continue the Gilruth régime; and, 
secondly, that the Advisory Council, as 
proposed in this Ordinance, will be domi- 
nated by the new Director. There has 
been a great paucity of imagination in 
connexion with the administration of the 
Northern Territory, and this so-called re- 
form. 
ing Darwin on more than one occasion, 


‘and on my last visit was struck with the 


want of progress in the years that had 
intervened. Certainly there was a big 
meat works establishment, erected at a 
cost of possibly £750,000, and: many hun- 
dreds of aliens—Greeks and Russians— 
had been added to the population; but I 
saw no signs of real progress. If this 
Chamber disallows the Ordinance, and it 
goes back to the Home and Territories 
Department, it will indicate that, in the 
opinion of the Senate, it is high time 
some imagination was shown in connexion 
with the development of the Territory. 
I have held the view for a long time that 
those who keep must develop. The time 
is rapidly approaching when we shall 
have to view this matter from an inter- 
national stand-point; when we will have 


to get to work on the development of the - 


science of aviation as related to the 
Northern Territory. | 


Those who know the Territory best 
must be driven to the conclusion that 
practical development may be looked for 
from two industries, viz., mining and 
cattle raising. It is highly probable that 
in that vast area there are a good many 
potential centres of mining activity, 
which could be developed with a progres- 
sive policy. We know that men will 


brave the cold of Klondyke, the heat of © 


Central Africa, or the rigours of Siberia, 
or any other part of the world in their 


icone 


I listened 


I have had the privilege of* visit- 


_ payable mining developments there. 


Senator PRATTEN.—I am 
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search for gold or precious minerals, and 
I believe that if a progressive policy were 
adopted by the Minister and the organ1- 
zations in control in the Northern Terri- 
tory, we would record some extremely 
We 
know, however, that the Bolshevik ten- 
dencies of some of the people there consti- 
tute one of the chief difficulties. 
Senator NrEpuHAM.—Cut that out. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Well, shall I 
say the revolutionary tendencies of some 
of the people as demonstrated in recent 
years? I, for one, will not stand for giv- 
ing any of those unnaturalized aliens the 


_ franchise, or any control in the govern- 


ment of the Territory; but I think that 

some measure of home rule might be ex- 

tended to that part of Australia. 
Senator NrrepHAM.—You would 


ask 


them quickly enotigh to fight for the 


Territory. 


that none of those aliens will lift a finger 


to fight for the Territory, or anything : 
else; but I think some measure of home = 


rule, some compromise developed on the 
beneficial. 


countered by the Government in the 
development of that part of Australia, 
which has been a sink, speaking from 
memory, for the expenditure of about 
£250,000 per annum. If we had an 
imaginative policy—a progressive and 
liberal policy—in connexion with the 
Territory, now would be the time to show 
activity, seeing that we have some chance 
of development when the population of 
Australia is being so largely augmented. 
I shall support the motion for the purpose 
of remitting the Ordinance to the Depart- 
ment concerned. I will not stand for the 


continuation of the dictatorship experi- . 


enced under the régime of Dr. Gilruth. 
IT will not stand for giving the Director 
further dictatorship, such as this Ordin- 
ance would confer. It is time the Depart- 


< 
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what on the horns of a dilemma at this 
moment, seeing that at one time he had 
Ministerial control of the Territory, and 
was concerned in the appointment of Dr. 
Gilruth. Probably he is unable to en- 
tirely rid himself of the shackles which 
were then upom him. I hope the 
motion will be agreed to, if only for 
the reason that Parliament should not be — 
content to continue the tacties of the past, 
and will not be satisfied to shut its eyes to 
what is going on in the Territory. The 
people of that part of the Commonwealth 
are entitled to a measure of home rule, — 
but such home rule cannot be expected to 
include the voting and expenditure of 
money or any dabbling with the politics 
of this Parliament. J do not believe that 
4,000 people resident in the Territory have 
the right to claim Federal representation. 
We know full well that at election time. 


+ it would be almost impossible for more 
satisfied » 
polled, seeing that about half of the total 


than half of the votes of citizens to be 


population is scattered over hundreds of — 
thousands of square miles, and that the 


* polling would be almost entirely confined 


principles of this Ordinance, would be , 
I appreciate to the full the * 
"very many difficulties that have been en- 


ment of Home and Territories presented - 


some scheme—it need be merely a skele- 


tonic proposal—for discussion by this 


Parliament in the interests of the true de- 


velopment of the Territory. I can quite 


understand Senator Thomas being: some- 


to residents in and about Port Darwin. 

Senator REID (Queensland) [5.54].— 
I do not know that we have gained a great 
deal from the present discussion, seeing 
that the suggestions offered have not 
sought to provide a real remedy for the 
ills which afflict the Territory. I listened 
to the remarks of Senators Newland and 
Ferricks, and, while I believe that their 
statements are correct, | am not convinced 
that the way in which we may solve the 
difficulfies existing there would be by al- 
lowing the few citizens of those parts to 
send one or two representatives into this 
Legislature. They would bring all the 
parochial matters. of the Territory into 
the Federal Parliament, and we have 
quite enough of that sort of thing as it is. 
The real grievance is not so much in 
regard to representation as in respect to 
the need for good local administration. 
Even if representation in this Parliament 
were conferred, there would still be an 
Administrator necessary, who would 
possess more or less autocratic powers. ) 

Senator Nzgwranp.—The stumbling — 
block does not lie in the Territory itself; 
it is to be met with in this Parliament. 
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~ Senator REID. —-I cannot admit ee 


* this Parliament is a stumbling block to 
the welfare of the Territory. All the 
statements which have been so far made 
have had to do with the usurpation of 


powers by the Administrator or of 
the exercise of his powers in a 
wrong direction: The Federal Par- 


liament would not solve such difficul- 
ties even if it permitted twenty represen- 
tatives of the Territory to enter this 
Legislature. There is something practical 
in the suggestion for the establishment of 
an elective local Council. I have some 
friends in the Territory, who have been 
following various mining interests. They 
have informed me that there is an 
element in that part of the Com- 
monwealth which constitutes a source 
of danger, not only to itself, but 
to. everybody resident there. I 
refer to the alien element, which is not 
in harmony with the Democracy of Aus- 
tralia. If we were to confer adult suf- 
frage, with direct representation upon an 
elective Council at Port Darwin, the in- 
terests of the Territory itself would be 
swamped, generally speaking, and Darwin 
would rule. [I am anxious to witness 
genuine development, and, while I do not 
see that the Ordinance will bring about 
ideal conditions, I believe that it will be 
a step towards improvement. No better 
proposition has been offered for the solu- 
tion of the Territory’s difficulties. I know 
that an elected body, possessing limited 
powers, would probably represent a pro- 
gressive step; but I am of opinion that 
the Ordinance itself provides better 
scheme than that suggested by Senator 
Ferricks. The various interests of the 
Territory will be eas upon the 
Council. 


the various fae would exist in an 
elected body. 

 @senator REID—The position would 
not be the same. In fact, it would be diffi- 
cult to give such repr esentation then, You 
cannot have adult suffrage and at the same 
time grant representation of interests. 
There must be majority rule where adult 
suffrage is the law. The proposition for 
the representation of various interests is 
really the best suggestion so far offered. 


informiation | 
journeyed from one waterhole to another, 


Tiedt if the ms 2 of this arious: 


interests had any power. 
Senator REID.—The Admi Sensis 

whoever he may be, will have the Council 

around him. Its members will be able to 


discuss such questions as the Adminis- 


trator may permit. It will be very largely - 
a matter of the individual himself, and 
not of the powers which the Council may 
or may not possess. If the Director is 


sane and sensible, and truly desires to de- 


velop the Territory, he will allow the 
Council to ventilate matters aimed at the. 
development of the Territory, and in- 


tended for the solution of the grievances ~ 


of the people; but if he is an autocrat, 
such as Dr. Giulruth, 
trouble.. .I trust -that- ‘the 
ment will pay close attention to the sub- 
jects coming before the Council for dis- 


cussion, and that af it should appear that 


the Chairman is using his powers to block — 


the legitimate ventilation of grievances, 
and to thwart the genuine desires of the 
people, 
taken away from him. At present, I am 


willing to give my support to the Ordin- — 


ance by way of experiment. 

I rose chiefly to emphasize a point 
raised. by Senator Ferricks; that is 
with regard ‘to the number of leases 
which have been given away. The Terri- 
tory to-day is practically in the hands of — 

a few land-holders. A friend of mine de- 


there will be 
Govern- | 


tsied from a certain Queensland centre — 


some time ago as the representative of a. 
community of settlers in one of the best of — 
our agricultural districts. 
activities from Cloncurry, my friend, to- 
gether with another gentleman, fitted out 
a team ata cost of £250. Then he set 


out to investigate the Territory lands on— 


behialf of the community whom he was 
leaving behind, and who were almost all 
determined to follow him. Ere he set 
out, he and his associates secured all the 
data available’ They perused all the 


maps which they could lay their hiands — 


upon, but found thiat the whole of these 
were of very little use. My friend 
entered the Territory armed with such 
as he could gather; he 


‘ 


his powers will be limited or 


Beginning his — 
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= and examined the land icone every water 
frontage that he 
_ Everywhere, 


had heard about. 


however, might from the 


ie Queensland. border to Darwin itself, he 


(oe ee ek een 
+ 4 e ‘ 


discovered that the pick of ithe Terri- 


tory, containing all the water, had been 


taken up by some one else—by Vestey 
_ Brothers. 


Senator. Ferrtcxs. — By  Vestey 
Brothers under different names. 


Senator REID.—The whole of the 


money subscribed by that - little com- 


munity of pioneers was wasted, and all 
the people behind my friend in his in- 


vestigations had to be disappointed. Nit 


one settler went to the Territory, for the 


reason that all the water frontages had 


been taken up. My friend did not-let the 
matter drop at that stage, however. He 


travelled to Melbourne and fought the 


question out with the Department. He 


was able to point out that the maps in 


the possession of the Home and Terri- 
tories office were of little more value 


than so many blank sheets of paper. 


The 
officials obviously had no conception even 
of the number of leases granted, much 
less. with respect to the nature anid the 


number and the situation jf the various 
sources of water supply. They did not 
realize that all the water frontages had 


been leased away. The administration of 


é ; the Territory, so far, in relation to the 
issue of pastoral leases, has been most 


- unfortunate. 
rest in the Territory for years, and have 
- discussed its welfare and development 


I have pica a keen inte- 


with people who possess first-hand know- 
ledge and experience, either as cattle men 
or miners, or the: like. I iam convinced 


that the pa ee in which leases have 


been given away has proved anything but 
good for the Ternitory. If we are going 
to push on with settlement, something 
urgent anid drastic must be done in re- 
spect to those leases. In the instance 
which I have mentioned, some twenty or 
thirty families would have taken up hold- 


ings, but that they found that vested in- 


terests had already secured the sources 
of water supply. It would not have paid 


those settlers to take up dry country and 
spend their money in putting down bores 
merely on | 


c 


' gpec.”” 
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Senator Fxrrricxs.—The ‘trouble is, 
too, that Vestey Brothers, having got 
hold wf the water frontages, are un- 
hindered in their usage of all the country 
behind, for the reason that there is no 
one else prepared to take up that country. 
No one would think of taking leases be- 
hind the water frontages, owing to the 
absence of that vital necessity, water. — 

Senator RETD.—Yes.. The Ordinance 
is a step in the right direction. I know 


~nothing about Mr. Carey, but [ am con- 


vinced that, unless the Director is in 
sympathy with the people, and at heart 
desires to assist in the development of 
the Territory, all the Ordinances which 
can be framed, and everything that we 
may say here, will make not one iota of 
difference. 


Senator BARNES (Victoria). [ 6. 5]- — 
I intend to support the motion. Oine 
might well believe, when reading this 
Ordinanee, that one was perusing the 
Constitution of the Legislatave Council 
of Victoria. The Department which 
promulgated the Ordinance must have 
been delving into the musty old tomes 
of fifty years ago. Whilst I am‘a repre- 
sentative of the people, I intend speaking 
on their behalf. The Government 
should be concerned in the working of the 
Territory, and we should have the 
means in this Parliament of ascertaining 
what is really in the minds of the people 
living there. The Ordinance under re-— 
view does not make any provision at all 
in that, direction. We have appoint- 
ments all made by the Government, and 
everybody knows that the Government 
are likely to have a Council of people of - 
their own political opinions. This 
Council will be ruled by the Government, 
notwithstanding the opinions expressed 
by their advisers. Members of this Par- 
liament are so far removed from the 
Northern Territory, and the means of 
communication are so inadequate, that 
members have not the opportunity of be- 
coming conversant with the actual con- 
ditions. We have to rely on the infor- 
mation we receive from the residents 
there. The Council of Advice should 
have on it representatives of the people 


who are earning their living there and 
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expecting to permanently settle in that 


part of the country. I have no ob- 
jection to the first three nominees men- 
tioned in the Ordinance being appointed 
by the Government, but the other four 
should be elected by the residents of the 
Territory. The Administrator may be. a 
smart and able man, but he is not to be 
there for the term of his natural life; 
he is merely a Government servant, who 
will later on be looking for a lucrative 
appointment in some more  salubrious 
part of the Commonwealth. The Ad- 
ministrator may be an honest man; but 
he is not as well qualified to conduct 
affairs in that part of the country as 
those who are familiar with its conditions. 
Under this Ordinance all of the members 
‘of the Council are to be nominated by 
the Government. 

Senator Kxratrine.—No. 

Senator BARNES.—The Ordinance 
says the Governor-General in Council, 


and surely that means the same thing. - 


It should provide that four of the 
nominees should be elected by the people 
on the same lines as we are elected to 
this Parliament. We cannot. accept this 
Ordinance and at the same time satisfy 
those people who are directly concerned. 
There is a most outrageous provision in 
the Ordinance, which reads— 

Any member may at any meeting submit in 
writing a question which he desires to be dis- 
cussed at that meeting, but the question shall 
not be so discussed unless the chairman -eon- 
sents thereto. 

Could we have anything stronger than 
that? One man can stop any matter 
being discussed in any shape or form, 
and the chairman is to be the “ King G” 
of the whole position. If the chairman of 
the Advisory Council happens to disagree 


_ with the views of the whole of the people, 


his word is to be law. Such a provision 
would not be allowed elsewhere, and yet 
this comes along as a proposal from a 
democratic Government. 

Senator Txomas.—Has not the Presi- 
dent sometimes prevented you from dis- 
cussing matters? 

Senator BARNES—Yes, but we 
can move to dissent from his rulings. 
The Government cannot expect a Par- 
liament elected as we are to pass 
such an Ordinance. We are elected by 
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the people of Australia, whose every 
vote has the same value. It/is our 
duty to see that the people in this far- 
distant part of Australia have a fair 
deal. The settlers in the Northern Ter- 
ritory are real pioneers, and are en- 
deavouring to develop what we hope will 
some day be a tremendous asset to Aus- 
tralia. I believe that, up to now, the 
possibilities of development in that country 


have not been the concern of the Govern- 


ment or of the people of the Territory 
so much as they have been of private in- 
dividuals. The people must have an 


opportunity of expressing their desires 
and aspirations to the Government of the — 


Commonwealth, and the best means of 


doing this would be by direct represen- ~ 


tation in this Parliament. 
Senator TxHomas.—Would you favour 
them having six senators? 


Senator BARNES.—No, but’ they 


should have representation. 

Senator Kratinc.—They should be re- 
presented as a Territory and not as a 
State. — : 

Senator BARNES.—=The people in the 
Territory are depending upon the indivi- 
dual efforts of members in this or the 
other House, who may or may not have 
some interest in their requirements. 
Their only opportunity~of ventilating 


their grievances is through  repre- 
sentatives of other parts of the 
Commonwealth, and that is not a 
fair position. As the Constitution 


will not allow the Territory to be directly 


represented in this Parliament the next - 


best thing is for them to have representa- 
tion through the people elected in their 
own part of the country, but this Ordi- 
nance does not provide even that. It is 


my intention to vote against the measure 


and every other provision that the Go- 
vernment bring along until satisfactory 
arrangements are made for the wants of 
these people being brought before Parlia- 
ment in the proper manner. Most of us 
were particularly dissatisfied with the 
Parliaments of Australia until the in- 
terests of the people were properly repre- 
sented. | 

Senator Tuomas. — Some people are 
very -dissatisfied now. 


~ will of the Minister. 


he *. , % be ey 
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Senator BARNES.—yYes, and _ they 
have reason to be when the Government 
bring forward such a proposition as this, 
which I sincerely hope will not be passed. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN (South 
Australia) [6.15].—As a South Austra- 
lian member I naturally take particular 
interest in the Northern Territory, more 
especially because it was attached _ to 
South Australia, and was a part of a dis- 
trict I represented for a number of years. 
Looking at the Ordinance, it is puzzling 
for me to know why it was promulgated 
or where it leads. Provision is 
made to allow the Minister to consult 
with the officials in the Northern Terri- 
tory, but he can do that without any 
special Ordinance of this kind. I would 
_welcome any provision that would place 
the affairs of the Northern Territory in 
a better position than they are to-day. 
A good many years ago I was a member 
of a Royal Commission, consisting of 
members of the South Australian Parlia- 
ment, that went into the affairs of the 
Northern Territory, and I do not think 
- conditions have improved since then. I 
have to be guided largely by the opinions 
expressed by Senator Newland, Senator 
Ferricks, and Senator Pratten, who have 
recently visited the Territory, and have 
up-to-date knowledge of the conditions 
prevailing there. Senator Newland and 
Senator Ferricks are strongly opposed to 
the Ordinance, and Senator Pratten con- 
demns it with faint praise. Until re- 
cently the Government Resident has had 
autocratic powers. When the Territory 
was under the control of South Australia 
it was represented by two live members in 
the House of Assembly, but since it has 
been taken over by the Commonwealth 
there have been no direct representatives, 
and it has been under autocratic control. 
This provision means that the control will 
be similar to what it has been in the past, 
because, although a Council is to be ap- 
pointed, the Chairman can do practically 
what he likes, and is subject only to the 
I join with others 
who advocate democratic principles, and 
favour a Council elected by the people 
who have to live under the regulations 
provided under the Ordinance. rea 


Senator Barnrs.—They ought to be 
paid for their services. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O?LOGHLIN.— 
Yes. 
lative nature should be paid. On read- 
ing the various provisions of the ' Ordi- 
nance I think they could be summed up 
by saying that the Chairman of the Coun- 
cil established under this Ordinance is to 
be allowed to do just as he thinks fit, 
subject only to the supervision of the 
Minister. There have been many changes 
in the Ministers controlling the Northern 
Territory, but they have all found it a 
difficult. proposition. The Territory is so 
far away, and the means of communica- 
tion, especially of late years, have been so 
frequently interrupted, that the Minister 
has had to depend on the advice of the 
Administrator and others in his confi- 
dence. This Ordinance seems to me to 
be intended to establish a Council of Ad- 
vice, merely as a sort of buffer between 
the Minister and the Director of the 
Territory. It may relieve the Minister of 
some responsibility and enable him to 
say, in respect of matters upon which 
there is a difference of opinion, that the 
view he takes is supported by the 
Council of Advice, whilst, at the same 
time, the Council of Advice may not be 
in touch with the people who will be af- 
fected by the administration which may 
be proposed. That is the great weakness 
of the Ordinance. I support the motion 
to disallow it. I do not think that the 
Northern Territory will suffer in any way 
if this Ordinance is consigned to the 
waste-paper basket. The debate which has 
taken place on Senator Newland’s motion 
may render it possible for some more 
democratic and comon-sense proposal to 
be devised for the government of the 
Northern Territory. ; 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [6.23].—I listened with a good 
deal of attention to the debate. There is 
one aspect of the matter which apnears to 
have escaped attention, and to that I 
shall address myself very briefly. The 
Government are proposing to do by regu- 
lation something which might have been 
better done by the passing of a short Act 
by this Parliament. If the Government 
had introduced a short Bill, under which 
they might call to their assistance the ad- 
vice of honorable senators who have been 


Any one who does work of a legis- - 
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to the Territory, that would have been 
better than the calling together of a 
Council of Advice in the Northern Terri- 
tory, as proposed by this Ordinance. I 
may say that I have been disappointed 
beyond measure with the conduct of 
affairs in the Northern Territory by the 
Government. J was looking forward to 
you, Mr. President, being transferred 
from your position, governing here, to 
the position of Governor in the Northern 
Territory. JI think that the time has ar- 
rived when the real development of the 
Territory is necessary, and that a man ac- 
customed to governing unruly spirits, ac- 
customed to the exercise of authority, ac- 
quainted with the forms of government, a 
man who has pioneered in Queensland 
and has been accustomed to a. tropical 
climate, might well, if transferred. to the 
Northern Territory, have helped to add 
another province to Australia. 
ticipation that you, sir, would be the 
gentleman who would secure the appoint- 


ment as Director of Affairs in the North- 


ern Territory was one of the things to 
which I was looking forward with plea- 
sure should it be my fortune to be a mem- 
ber of the next Federal Parliament. 


There was another hopeful prospect in my | 


mind, and that was that, failing your ap- 
-pointment, the Government might ap- 
point Senator Newland to the. position. 

Senator PrartEN.—They might have 
done a lot worse. 

Senator GARDINER.—I am not at- 
tempting to belittle Senator Newland’s 
qualifications for the position. I hold 
that a man who has had experience in the 
public life of the country is, to a certain 
extent, equipped to deal with any ques- 
tion of government. Senator Newland’s 
appointment would have given me ex- 
treme pleasure. He has taken an active 
‘interest in the Northern Territory ; he has 
visited it, and has followed the re- 
ports and records of the Territory, and 
the attention he has given to that part of 
the Commonwealth would have warranted 
consideration of his claims to the ap- 
pointment. The honorable senator mav, 


for all I know, have been offered the posi-~ 


- tion and refused it. Such appointments 
_ would have been better than to go out of 
our way to appoint a representative of 
vested interests as Director of the North- 
ern Territory. 
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Senator N EEDHAM.—Vesteys’ interests. — 
Senator GARDINER.—I believe, not- 


withstanding all the gloomy predictions 


that have been made, that the Northern 
Territory will yet be one of the richest 
provinces of Australia. 

Senator Prarren.—It only ceeds de- 
veloping. 

Senator GARDINER. —What is re- 
quired for its development is not that 
there should be a man at the head of 
affairs there who may be merely the re- 
presentative of a company, whose in- 
terests would diminish if the Territory 
were developed in the way in which other 
parts of Australia have been developed. 
If that company can~ maintain its con- 
trol, the more the Director can prevent 
the real development of the Northern 
Territory, the better will be served the 
interests of the concern for which he acts 
as representative. 

Senator Foru.—That 1s hardly Fee 
seeing that he was only an employee of 
Vestey Brothers, and is not a shareholder. 

Senator GARDINER.—He was only 
an employee of Vestey Brothers; and I 
venture to say, with a knowledge ‘of what | 
has been happening in the Northern 
Territory, that no more unwise course 


could have been adopted than to go to 


such a company for a man to fill the 
position. 
Senator PratTTen,—It was a very un- 


‘wise appointment, 


Senator Foiut.—The 


company had 
nothing to do with it. i 


Foll — 


Senator GARDINER.—Senator 
says that the company had nothing 
to do with it; but I say that all 
our appointments should be absolutely 


above suspicion. I do not think that I 
am an unduly suspicious man; but I be- 
lieve that if a question arose in connexion 
with which the--interests of Vestey 
Brothers were opposed to Australia’s in- 
terests, this gentleman, coming direct 
from Vestey Brothers, would naturally 
be influenced by his ab dle association 
with that company. 

Senator Fott.—That, is a- iferane atti- 
tude from that which the honorable sena- 
tor took up last night in connexion with 
the employees of Charles Myers and Com- 
pany Limited. 

Senator GARDINER.—There. is not 
an atom of difference. The attitude I 
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- Jated to stimulate that feeling of an- 


took up in reference to Myers and Com- 
_ pany was to correct the statement that a 
man who was an employee of Myers and 
Company was a shareholder of the com- 


- pany. 


Senator Fotu.—The honorable senator 
is insinuating now that the Director of 
the Northern Territory is a representative 


_ of Vestey Brothers. — 


Senator Frrricks.—The 
senator would be safe in saying that he is 
a tool of Vestey Brothers. 

Senator Fotit.—He is not. 

Senator GARDINER.—I say | this, 
after due consideration: I assume that 
Senator Fol! has not realized that in the 
Northern Territory there has been a con- 
test against constituted authority in the 
person of Dr. Gilruth, due to the idea 


that Dr. Gilruth was. against the interests 


of the working classes in the Northern 
What could be more calcu- 


tagonism to authority and the representa- 


_. tive of the Government. in the Northern 


Territory, and to confirm the opinion of, 


to use Senator Pratten’s phrase, the 
Bolshevists in the community 
Senator Pratrren. — The honorable 


senator is aware that they are Russians. 


- Senator GARDINER.—I do not care 


what their nationality is, so long as they 


become naturalized Australians. _ 
- Senator Pratrten.—They are Russians, 


- but are not naturalized Australians. 


= ‘Senator GARDINER.—People who are 


not naturalized are not entitled to a vote 


in this country. Mav I not include my- 


self amongst the people who would have 
been pleased to assist in adding the Nor- 


thern Territory as a new province to 
Australia? If it had been my good for- 
tune to be sent to the Northern Territory 
as Administrator, I should have called to 
my counsel the extremists of both sides— 


the Bolshevik land-owners and the slow- 


going land-owners; the men who will 
not work, and are satisfied to let the 


Territory earn their living for them. I 


would have called to my counsel the 


<r greatest Tories I could find in the. Terri- 


% 
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tory. and also the most extreme Radicals. 
Senator Prarren.— The honorable 
senator would have made a success of the 
government by doing so. 
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Senator GARDINER.—If we brought 
together in one Council the extremists on 
both sides, and the records of their advice 
were kept as are the records of the 
Senate, the governing body here, and the 
Minister in charge of the Northern Terri- 
tory, would be in a much more happy 


“position in dealing with its affairs than 


they are at the present time. 
Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 p.m. 


Senator GARDINER.—wWhen the sit- 
ting was suspended I was referring to the 
men who might have been appointed to 
fill. the position of Director of the North- — 
ern Territory, commencing with yourself, 
sir. : 
Senator pe Larcir.—Why should I be 
left out? ; 

Senator GARDINER.—It is strange 
how great minds run in the same groove. 
I was just about to mention others who 
could fill the position with equal capacity, 
and I specially had.in mind one elass of 
men from whom.a successor to Dr. Gil- 
ruth might have been selected—I refer to 
our returned soldiers. Seeing that the 
Government have laid themselves out to 
induce the public to beheve that they are 
anxious to find positions for our returned 
soldiers, would it not have been an ex- 
cellent thing for them to have selected 
from the ranks of these men one who 
was capable of filling the office to which I 
have alluded? But:even in this chamber 
there is one man, in the person of Senator 
de Largie, who has been prominent in 
pioneering work, and who might have 
filled the position with great distinction. 
I would have been very pleased, indeed, 
had he been selected for the post. It would 
have saved the necessity for the adoption 
of a new standing order in this chamber, 
having for its object the curtailment of 
our speeches. Yet, despite this wide field 
of choice, the Ministry has selected for 
the important office of Director of the 
Northern Territory a man whose capacity 
to fill it is totally unknown to them. To 
me it is quite evident that Mr. Carey had 
a very good friend in Mr. Glynn. There 
is no mistake about that aspect of the 
matter. No man could be a member of 
this Parliament very long without becom- 


ing acquainted with what has trans- 
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‘pired in the Northern Territory during 
the past four years. During that period 
a condition of things has obtained there 
which one would have thought the 
Government would have laboured 
strenuously to alter. There may have 
been some reason for the statement of the 
Minister that while the war was in pro- 
gress he could not deal with this matter 
in the way that it ought to be dealt with. 
But the war is now over, and, conse- 
quently, there ought to be in this Ordin- 
ance some evidence that the Government 
intend to vigorously grapple with the 
problems of the Northern Territory. Yet 
this Ordinance shows that they have no 
intention whatever of endeavouring to 
make that part of Australia profitable to 
the people of the Commonwealth, and to 
adequately guard that portion of our con- 
tinent against invasion. This aspect of 
the matter brings me to the real question 
at issue in the Northern Territory. When 
Dr. Jensen, one of the ablest geologists 
in the world, was appointed to the Terri- 
tory, I received quite a number of letters 
from him. I had had the privilege of his 
friendship before his appointment, and I 
do not hesitate to sa¥ that he was abso- 
lutely driven out of the country by men 
who were opposed to his pohtical views. 
With all these facts before the Govern- 
ment, if there were a shadow of excuse for 
delaying action regarding the Territory 
while the war was in progress, that excuse 
has now vanished. Yet this Ordinance 
shows either that the Government are 
afraid to proceed with the development 
of the Territory or that they have no 
time to attend to this back door of Aus- 
tralia. I have had some experience of 
tropical climates. At one period of my 
life I spent more than twelve months in 
Fiji. That experience convinced me that 
white people can stand tropical conditions 
better than can coloured people. But in 
Fiji the white employer did not care how 
many coloured labourers died. The latter 
were being brought into the country in 
thousands, and if hundreds of them 
perished that was no concern of his. -As 
a matter of fact, the white employer there 
was not satisfied with cheap coloured 
labour—he wanted to secure the cheaper 
coolie labour. Similarly, the property- 
Senator Gardiner. 
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owning class of the Northern Territory do 


not desire that country to be developed i 


by white labour, because its employment 
would mean the payment of good wages 
and the observance of proper industrial | 
conditions. It is quite a remarkable cir- 
cumstance that those who believe that the 
Northern Territory is not a fit place for 
white men to live in habitually come down 
to the southern portion of Australia, and. 
freely air their views of that country in 
the columns of the daily press. They tell 
us that they have lived in the Northern 
Territory for many years, that they have 
enjoyed good health there, and that they 
have prospered there. Yet they add, “ It 
is not a fit place for white men to live in.” 
They want cheap Japanese and Chinese 
labour and the cheaper coloured labour of | 
India, if possible. 

‘Senator Farrsparrn.—Why did not the 
honorable member stay in Fiji? . 

Senator GARDINER.—Without any 
hesitation, my reply is that the call of 
Australia brought me back. ; 

Senator Farrparrn.—It was not the 
climate? — 

Senator GARDINER.—Certainly not. 
One day when I was walking along a road 
in Fiji, I came across an Australian gum 
tree. I went back and brought my wife 
to see this gum tree growing there, 
and it was the smell of that tree 
which, induced me to return to my own 
native land. The employing class in Fiji, 


ike the employing class in the Northern — 


Territory, are not satisfied with cheap 
coloured labour, but desire to obtain the 
cheaper coolie labour of India. Within 
two years of the period when the employ- 
ing class in Fiji began to import coolie 
labour there, the white population of the © 
place had dwindled by 25 per cent. All 
the positions were filled by coolies, includ- 
ing those of shop assistants and type- 
setters. What is the secret of the success of 
Britain as a colonizing Power? It is the 
fact that wherever the Britisher goes he 
carries with him his ideas of government, 
and he generally finds a means of estab- 
lishing a form of government based upon 
the British system. Look at the develop- 
ment of our own country. From the 
moment that the people here insisted upon 
their right to govern themselves, our pro- | 


gress was marked. The more self-govern- __ 
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-_ measure of our progress. , 
_ property-owners have been exclaiming 


that as soon as a certain class were placed 


. term of office. 
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‘ment we have had, the greater has been the 


Yet all the time 


in charge of the machinery of government, 
ruin would overtaké them. If we 
agree to this Ordinance, under which 
all the power will be vested in the 
Director of the Northern Territory, we 
shall be continuing an utterly vicious 
system. I do not wish to join in any 
clamour against Dr. Gilruth, but from 
the stand-point of progress I see very little 
in the Northern Territory to mark his 
Had he put forward any 
proposal, smal] or great, which promised 
the development of that Territory, there 
has been no Government in office which 
would not have supported him. But the 
very reverse has been the case. He has 
failed in initiative. 

Senator p—E Larciz.—He says that he 
has often asked for money for develop- 
mental purposes—money which has not 
been supplied to him. 

Senator GARDINER.—He is a better 


judge of what he has asked for, and of 


what has been refused, than I am, but I 
have never yet heard of any proposal 
emanating from him, and involving the 
expenditure of public money, which has 
been turned down by the Government. 
On the other hand, one could show even 
from the authoritative statements of 
Senator Newland that he absolutely 
failed to preserve ordinary Government 
property in a proper state of repair. 
Senator THomas.—What property was 


that? 


- will take time. 


Senator GARDINER.—Senator New- 
land described how Government furni- 
ture had been taken out of the Batchelor 
farm, and had disappeared, altogether. 
The point I wish to make is that in the 
development of the Territory a big man 
must figure, or no good will fhe done. 

Senator McDovcart.—It will take 
time, 

Senator GARDINER.—Of course it 
That was our experience 
in the early development of Australia. 
Any honorable senator who reads those 


excellent historical records containing the 


official correspondence must come to the 
conclusion that those chiefly concerned in 


the development of this country had a 
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wide outlook. From ithe point of view of 
those in London, in the early days of 
Australian colonization, Sydney (or 
Botany Bay, as it was then called) 
had not nearly so promising a future 
as Port Darwin has at the _ present 
moment. But, happily, those intrusted 
with the development of the country were 
sifted with a wide vision. Governor 
Philip, in the lay-out of Sydney, re- 
served all that area which now forms the 
centre of the city as the property of the 
Crown for ever, and af his scheme hald 
been carried out the city of Sydney 
would to-day be a city beautiful. 
Senator Nerrpnam.—lIs it not that 
now ? ee 
Senator GARDINER—It is, because — 
of its natural advantages, but a change 
came when property owners became sufii- 
ciently influential to take for themselves — 
the values which increasing population 
gave to the city of Sydney. Then came 
the time of the rum contractors, of men — 
who could see only their own profits and 
had no. vision of the future. After 
Governor Phillip came Macquarie, who. 
was responsible for those exploration 
parties which penetrated into the heart 
of the unknown interior, and the con- 
struction of roads across the Blue Moun- 
tains, thus opening up Australia as a 
stock-raising country. Pa A 
If we read the history of Australia 
aright, we must realize that the success — 
which has attended our developmental 
enterprises up to the present ‘has de- 
pended largely on ‘the capacity of men at 
the head of affairs. Now, unfortunately, 
we have the spectacle of a Government, 
with a province as rich as New South 
Wales was regarded in the early days— 
and ‘which with rapidly improving means 
of communication must have infinitely 
better prospects—coming down anid say- 
ing that ‘this Ordinance is the best they 
can do for the development of that mag- 
nificent inheritance. I wish the Minister 
would withdraw the Ordinance, but I 
know that if the question comes to a 
vote the Government will win, not upon 
the judgment, but through the loyalty, of 
their followers. I am satisfied that those 


who vote for the Ordinance will do so, not 
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because they indorse the Ordinance, but 

‘because they feel it to be their duty. to 
support the Government. JI would lke 
the Minister to realize the importance of 
the Northern Territory, and. what its 
future may be, if only the Government 
have the courage to attempt its develop- 
ment under white conditions. This prin- 
ciple must be asserted. All this talk 

about white people not being able to live 
in tropical countries is moonshine. The 
wealthy whites can live there very well, 
and prosper. 

Senator Rem.—Is not one reason why 
they live there the fact that they can 
take leave now and again? 

Senator GARDINER.—AIl I can say 
is, that when a man gets accustomed to a 
- eongenial climate lke that of the Terri- 
tory he does not experience much dis- 
comfort. For my part, I would rather 
live in the hottest tropical part of Aus- 
tralia tthan come to this miserable ice 
-¢hest of Victoria. I can easily under- 
stand why people from New South Wales, 
South Australia, Queensland, and West- 
tern Australia wonder how we can exist 
through the winter in Melbourne. I 
feel as strong physically as most men, but 
the inroads which this wretched climate 
has made upon my health make me long 
for the time when the Seat of Govern- 
ment will be moved to Canberra. 

IT understand that the new standing 
order will limit speeches to one hour and 
a half. I intend to practise now by 
trying to keep to the time-table on this 
motion, and I intimate that on all future 
occasions I shall take my full time al- 
lowance on every subject that comes up 
for discussion in this chamber. I shall 
eonclude my remarks now by saying that 
the development of the. Northern Terri- 
tory is a big proposition worthy of the 
best attention the Government can give 


-to it. I ask them to withdraw this 
Ordinance, to submit a short Bull 
embodying their ideas as to the best 


means of governing the Territory, and 
invite members of this Parliament as a 
whole, and not as members of a party, 
to co-operate. in devising the best legis- 
lative machinery for the government of 

that part of Australia, and not to seek to 


govern it as, under this ‘Ordinance, ‘ey 


placing all power in the hands of one 


The Ordinance, in my opinion, is 
‘The Minis- 


man. 
unworthy of consideration. — 


‘ter would be well advised to try and get 


Parliament to deal with this matter in 
an earnest manner, because I — believe 
that, under wise administration, the 
monthern part of Australia will become 


the populous home of white Australians, _ 


and one of the most prosperous ye 
of this continent. 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus 
tralia) [8.24].—I fear that the appeal 
made by Senator Gardiner will fall upon 
deaf ears, and that the Minister will not 
withdraw the Ordinance; but I hope that 


the Senate will support Senator New-. 


land’s motion. I listened with great in- 
terest to the speech made by 
Thomas, who, unlike most of us, has been 
a Minister of the Crown, and was ad- 


ministering the Northern 


course-of his speech, he appeared to be 
in two minds as regards the Ordi- 
nance. 


proposal-for an elective system in regard 
to the Advisory Council, and then con- 


cluded by saying that he would support fog 


the Government. I can scarcely under- 
stand how a man of his wide experience 
and administrative capacity could find 
himself in the position of not knowing 


where he stood. Surely Senator Thomas 
cannot support an Ordinance which will 


have the effect of placing power en- 
tirely in the hands of one man; and while 


that honorable senator may be right in 
saying that we must either disallow the 


whole Ordinance or accept it, would it 


not be better to disallow it than adopt it 


with its many objectionable features, 


some of which were mentioned by Sena- — 


tor Thomas himself? Senator Pratten 


referred to Bolshevists in the Northern 


Territory. I wonder if he knows what 
* Bolshevist ”? means. 

Senator Pratrren. — They 
naturalized Russians. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—TIf that is the 
honorable.. senator’s 


Territory. 
when Dr. Gilruth was appointed. In the 


He did not want .to support 
Senator Newland’s motion to disallow it 
altogether; he admired Senator Ferricks’ 


Senator. 


{ 


are un- 


definition of Bol- © 
shevism, all I can say is that hundreds of | 


Northern. 


residents in the Northern Territory are 
Australian citizens, born and bred there, 
and if this jibe is to be hurled at them be- 
 eause they desire to get some system of 
self-government, then we are all Bol- 
shevists. I want to know whether, 
according to Senator Pratten, Bol- 
shevism means mob rule or autocracy. 
So far as the Ordinance is concerned, I 
think it means autocracy in its purest 
and simplest form, because it seeks to 
place the whole of the destinies of the 
people of the Northern Territory in the 
hands of one man, who, according 9 
‘section 8, will have the right to determine 


whether the Council shall discuss any par- - 


ticular question. I am sure no honor- 
able senators can agree to a proposition 
of that nature. I. take it that Senator 
Fairbairn is not a Bolshevist, and I am 
sure that, as chairman of directors of 
the many concerns with which he is con- 
nected, he would not take unto himself 


- all the authority which this Ordinance 


vests in one man, as the chairman of the 
Advisory Council. I feel sure also that 


when Senator Fairbairn realizes what 
this Ordinance means, he will not 
vote for it in. its present form. 


Mention has been made of the possibili- 
ties of the Territory. I visited it as a 
- member of a Federal parliamentary party 
in 1907. During the two months which 

_ I spent in those northern parts, I was 
struck iby the jposstbilities of that 
tropical climate. JI saw white people 
just as healthy and~ vigorous as are 
those with whom I have come into 
contact in this rigorous southern 
climate of Melbourne. Let me take as 
an example a gentleman named Giles, 
who drove portion of our party from Pine 
Oreek to the Katherine River. Mr. Giles 
was then about sixty-five years old. He 
was born a few miles down from Pine 
Creek. Hie had travelled the overland 
_ route to Oodnadatta on three or four 
occasions. He was a grandfather, and I 
had the pleasure of meeting his progeny 
—all vigorous people. Again, at Wolfram 
Creek I saw a family of white folk, and 
there was a baby boy of nine months in 
the arms of his mother, who impressed 
me as being as fine a specimen of Austra- 
lian childhood as I have ever seen; which 
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proves to me that white people may be 
reared as well in our northern coastal 
country as in any other part of Australia. 
The possibilities of our Northern Terri- 
tory—pastoral, agricultural, mineral, and 
otherwise—are illimitable, and we can 
develop them under a proper system of 
government. But I regret that, since 
the Commonwealth Government took over 
control and responsibility from South 
Australia, the Territory has been prac- 
tically a no man’s land. I blame all re- 
cent Governments for a lack of concen- 
tration and determination upon the de- 
velopment of that rich area. I condemn 
all Governments concerned also in regard 
to the indisputable fact that, whereas 
they have looked upon Port Darwin as 


the back door of Australia, it is really 
the front door, in more than one vital 


respect. It is the front door to that 
menace which is staring Australia in the 
face—the Japanese menace. It is within 
a few days’ sail of that country, which, 
although it has been our Ally in the 
troublous five years just past, may be our 
enemy within five years from now. 
Senator Rerp.—Are you a prophet? 
Senator NEEDHAM.—No; but I read 


an article in the Age a few weeks ago. 
That journal published a copy of am 


agreement entered into between Japan 
and Germany during the period of the 
war. : 
Senator Rerp.—That was bluff. 
has since denied it officially. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—tThen if it has 
been denied, all right; but we shall have 
to watch Japan, and that is one of the 
reasons why we should be careful in our 
administration of the Territory. tae 
The only way to get over our difficul- 
ties, if we disallow this Ordinance, is to 
adopt the elective principle. Let all 
those residents of the Territory who are 
duly qualified to vote determine who shall 
be the members of the Council of Advice. 
Senator Ferricks-has. informed me that 
there is in existence at Darwin a muni- 
cipal council elected upon adult suffrage. 
Senator NEwianp.—And it works very 
well. ; 
Senator NEEDHAM.—TI am glad to 
hear that confirmed. If the municipal 
council performs good work in regard to 
local affairs, why should we not enlarge 


Japan 
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“the sphere of the Council of Advice by 
extending the same elective principle to 
that body? I hope the Senate will dis- 
allow the Ordinance, and I trust that the 
Government will devise a better method 
of administration for the Territory. 
Senator NEWLAND (South Austra- 
lia) [8.38].—I have very little indeed to 
reply to as the outcome of the debate. 
Those honorable senators who opposed my 
motion did so with bated breath. 
Senator O’Krrere.—They were apolo- 
gizing all the time. 
Senator NEWLAND.—They expressed 
' their sorrow that they were constrained 
to assist the Government in giving effect 
to an Ordinance which, at the same time, 
they condemned, I desire those honor- 


able senators who are not quite clear in. 


regard to their duty to reflect that if this 
Ordinance takes effect the fate of the Ter- 
ritory for the next three years will be 
sealed, unless the hand of the Govern- 
ment is forced by unfortunate happenings 
similar to those which have recently oc- 
curred. 

Senator Grant.—There will be more 
of them; and there ought to be, too, if 
this Ordinance is allowed. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I do not desire 
to pose as a prophet, but I am certain 
that the administration of the Territory 
will be in as bad a position as it has been 
in during the past five years, if not more 
seriously placed; and that will mean 
that the development of the Territory 
will be utterly retarded. Senator Rus- 
sell rather apologized for the terms of the 
Ordinance set out in sub-section 5 of sec- 
tion 5; and he suggested that that provi- 
sion was intended to provide for a round- 
table Conference, at which gentlemen 
would be called together to take part in 
the administration of affairs in an 
amicable way and for the settlement of 
any dispute that might arise. It would 
be all very well if the section in question 
were to be operated in that direction 
only; but those of us who have been in 
the Territory recently, and those honor- 
able senators who are familiar with what 
has been going on there for the past four 
or five years, are convinced that there will 
be no hesitation in employing that section 
for any purposes which may be desired 
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for the time being. I have no faith in 
the provision for a round-table Confer- 
ence. , 


Senator Nrepuam.—tIt is a provision 
for “packing” the Board. Sra 
Senator NEWLAND.—Yes. — Senator 


Thomas said we had failed to offer any 
better suggestion than was contained in 
the Ordinance. He stressed the statement 
that I favoured one system of government, 
and that Senator Ferricks preferred an- 
other. As a matter of fact, we did not 
make any suggestions at all. I remarked 
that I would not be satisfied until the 


Territory was represented in the Common- . 


wealth Parliament; but my motion was 
not of a character which committed me 
to offer any suggestions. _ 

Senator THomas.—The idea of a dis- 
cussion such as this is that suggestions 
may be offered. If the Ordinance is dis- 
allowed, the Government can then frame 
fresh regulations based upon those sug- 
gestions. 

Senator NEWLAND.—If the 
ter intends to follow that course he has 
heard: sufficient suggestions on which to 
base regulations for the government of 
the whole universe. What is the use of 
Senator Thomas finding fault on the one 
hand for our having failed to make sug- 
gestions, while on the other hand he com- 
plains that we have made so many that 
the Government have become confused ? 

Senator Russrrz.—All suggestions, of — 
course, are welcome. ne 

Senator NEWLAND.—I know that. 
It is unfair to blame me, or any honorable 
senator supporting my motion, for not 
having suggested something in place of 
this Ordinance. If the Senate agrees to 
my. motion an opportunity will be pro- 
vided for the Government to choose the 
best among the suggestions offered, and 
to frame such an Ordinance as will be 
acceptable to the Parliament ‘and the 
people of the Territory. lai 

Asa South Australian, I feel very keenly 
on the question of the Territory being 
directly represented in the Common- 
wealth Legislature. I was a member of 
the South Australian Parliament for 
nearly a dozen years, and I occupied a 
seat by the side of elected representatives 
of the Territory. There were not so many 


Minis- _ 
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white people resident there then as to- 
day, yet those adult voters sent their two 
representatives into the State Parlia- 
ment. And those gentlemen were elected 
upon the same franchise as their fellow 
members, At thesame time that those re- 
presentatives satin the South Australian 
Legislature, an Administrator, appointed 
by the State Government, carried out his 
duties at Port Darwin and ‘exercised 
considerable powers. Whenever anything 
was wrong, or anything was wanted in 
the Northern Territory, the people had 
to get into communication with their re- 
presentatives in Adelaide, who, in turn, 
- got into touch with the Government, when 
their requests were immediately righted. 
I have had telegrams and lettergram’s 
from residents in the Territory, but I 
have no more right to speak for the resi- 
dents there than any other senator. I 
- am not directly concerned in the Northern 
Territory. 

_ Senator Tuomas.—We are all repre- 
sentatives of the Northern Territory. 


Senator NEWLAND.—Yes, and_be- 
-eause we are all representatives there are 
no representatives at all. It is a case of 
everybody’s business being nobody’s busi- 
ness. ~ 
Senator Nrrpyam.-— Nobody here 
secures their votes. 


Senator NEWLAND.—No, and that is 
why they should have direct represen- 
tatives in this Parliament. If honorable 
senators object to the residents of the 
Territory having representation in this 
Parliament, there should be an elective 
Council,- with a head who would have 
some power, and who would be permitted 
to act without referring everything to the 
_ corner of Spring and Collins streets, Mel- 
bourne. It is an absolute~impossibility 
to administer the affairs of the Territory 
in anything like a just manner, or to give 
fair play to this particular part of the 
Commonwealth under existing conditions. 
I hope the motion will be agreed to, 
and that the Government will immediately 
take steps to frame new regulations 
- which will be, as Senator Gardiner said, a 
means of giving the people some hope, 
encouragement, and — determination. 
Every one admits that the Northern Ter- 


ritory is a splendid portion of Australia, 
and in every way worthy of the rest of 
this great continent. 
has been said to the contrary, I believe 
that country has a great future; all it 
wants is a fair deal. The people are de- 
serving of sympathetic consideration at 
the hands of the Government, and those 
who are pessimistic to-day will, in the 
course of a few years, regret the disparag- 


ing terms they have used regarding the 


Territory. I have every confidence in 
submitting the motion to the vote of the 
Senate. 


Question put. The Senate divided. 


Ayes .... Pen Bs 
Noes .. a i Cou dee 
Majority 
AYES. 
Barnes, J. Needham, E. 
Buzacott, R. Newland, J. 
Ferricks, M. A. O’Keefe, D. J. 


O’Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel 


Gardiner, A. 
Pratten, H. E. 


Keating, J. H. 


Maughan, W. J. R, Teller: 
McDougall, A. Grant, J. 

NOES. 
Earle, J. Reid, M. 
Fairbairn, G. Rowell, Colonel ; 
Foll, H. S. Russell) Bid 3 oe 
Henderson, G. Shannon, J. W. 
Millen, E. D. Thomas, J. 
Mulcahy, E. Teller: 
Plain, W. de Largie, H. 

PAIRS. 
Barker, S. Bolton, Lt.-Colonel 
Guy, J. Crawford, T. W. = 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—The votes being equal, the 
question is resolved in the negative. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


NortHern Trrritory Apvisory Counci 
AND REPRESENTATION — ENOGGERA 
Camp 'Tratners — Mitirary Instruc- 
rors: ‘MEASUREMENTS — AUSTRALIAN 
ImprrtaAL Force OCiotuina — ARMED 
SEnTRIES—IMPRISONED SAILORS FROM 
H.M.A:S.. “ Austratia ” — Reparrra- 
TION ADVANCES—RETIREMENT oF Cap- 
TAIN HAYNE. 


Motion (by Senator 
posed— { 
That the Senate do now adjourn, 


“MiLiren) pro- 
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Senator FERRICKS 


7 (Queensland) _ 
[8.55]|—When Senator 


Thomas was 


speaking this afternoon, he drew atten- 


tion to proposals submitted by Senator 


Newland and myself regarding an Ad- 
visory Council for the Northern Terri- 


tory. Whilst I advocate the estab- 
lishment of an Advisory Council on 


an elective basis, I regard that only as a 


tentative proposal until such time as the 
Northern Territory has direct represen- 
fation. The view I hold regarding re- 
presentation for the Territory is. that 
there might be one member in. either 
House to represent the Northern Terri- 
tory and’ Papua, rather than that the 
Territory should ibe split up into sections 
and attached to electorates in different 
States. My idea of an elective body, as a 
tentative proposal, would be to have more 
than a Board of Advice, as suggested by 
Senator Thomas. The residents of the 
Territory also desire an elective body, 
with powers similar to those possessed by 
a Commission of inquiry, to investigate 
the Civil- Service generally, the cost of 
administration, and the need for certain 
offices which are regarded by some as 
sinecures. Such an elective body should 
have power to make recommendations to 
the Government. 

I would also like to bring under the 
notice of the Acting Minister for De- 
fence (Senator Russell) the position of a 
number of trainees at the military. camp 
at Enoggera who were called up for 
home service during the war, as com- 
pared with that of similar trainees of the 
Citizen Forces, who. were doing duty on 
Thursday ‘Island. On representations 
being made to the Assistant Minister for 


Defence (Mr. Wise), he immediately had 
the men on. Thursday Island released, 


whilst those at Enoggera are being re- 
tained during a period which, to many 


of them, is a vital part of their appren- 


I know one or: two lads of 
seventeen who. have been 
taken away from their apprenticeship 
} and other trades, al- 
though they could. be replaced by 
some returned soldiers, who would 
be. prepared to take up their work. 
‘There appears to be an objection on the 


ticeship. 
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part of the military sathoraen to elie — 
these young men. 3 
conclude that returned soldiers, who had 


One would naturally 
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seen active service, would be more suit- ee 


able for the work than men who were too 
young to enlist. I do not want to give 
the names, but to mention, for the infor- 


mation of Senator. Russell, that strong 


representations have been made to enable 
these young trainees to be released from 
home service at the Enoggera Camp. If 


they are kept there much longer they will iY 


be cast on the world without having com- 
pleted their apprenticeships. 


Senator Colonel - 
not there compulsorily ? 


RowE.ut.—tThey | are 


Senator FERRICKS.—Yes, aoe the 


Defence Act; and they will be thrown on | 


the labour market as labourers, because 
they will not have an opportunity of 
completing their apprenticeships in a 
reasonable time. 
ister will go into this matter, because re- 


presentations have already been made to fig 
the military authorities by Mr. Tye 2a 


and myself, without much satisfaction. - 


I also wish to bring under the notice of 2 


I trust the Acting Min- a 


the Acting Minister for Defence the posi- _ 


tion-of soldiers desiring to qualify for 


employment on the Instructional Staff. 
I pointed out to those concerned that the — 
matter had already been ventilated in the 


press; but the men said that they wanted 


the matter brought up in the Senate, and 
an effort made to get the Acting Minis- - 


ter to move in the matter. A number of 


returned soldiers are desirous of qualify- — 


ing for employment on the Instructional 
Staff. 
continuance of militarism in. Australia, 
but, whilst the system prevails, it seems 


It am not enthusiastic over the — 


only reasonable that men who had the 


necessary physical qualifications to go 


away from Australia should have the — 


necessary physical attainments - for. ap- 
pointment as military instructors. 
friend pointed out to me that he spoke on 
behalf of a number of returned men who 
were desirous of becoming members of 
the Instructional Staff.. He said— —— 


At the recent examination, “ medical,” held 


at Sturt-street, South Melbourne, there were — 


about 300 applicants, out of whom about half 
were turned. down, mostly for not attaining 


My 


/ 


Adjournment. —— {7 


Adjournment. 11341 


= 


vthe “ height” and “chest” nia surements, 
_ viz., height, 5 ft, 7 in.; chest, normal, 35 
inches, . ae 


I say that men who successfully passed 


the medical examination for physical fit- 


ness to warrant them being sent away 


from Australia tio the other side of the 
world to fight for their country should 


surely be physically qualified for ap- 
-. pointment ‘as instructors. I am informed 


that a number of the permanent snstruc- 
tional staff now employed do not reach 


the physical standard now laid down. 


Senator Russetit.—I have reduced the 


~ standard to that of the Australian Im- 
-perial Force. 


I have taken an inch off 
the height measurement required and 
2 inches off the chest measurement. 
‘Senator FERRICKS.—wWill ithe re- 
duction of the standard embrace all the 


men who succeeded in qualifying for en- 


 histment for active service abroad? 


‘Senator Russert.—It will embrace 


“quite a number, but I iam not sure 


_ whether it will embrace all. 


Senator FERRICKS.—If I pive the 
hionoraible senator a list of the complaints, 
will he look into them ? 

Senator Russerz.—Yes. 

Senator EARLE (Tiasmania) [9.3].— 


Some time ago I met two returned men 


who had a complaint against the De- 
fence Department. They had to pay for 


uniforms which they were compelled to 


purchase in London because of the dis- 


reputable condition of the uniforms in 


which they arrived there from France. 


I have lost the addresses of these men, 


-and I wish to take this opportunity to 


supply an explanation, which I hope 


they will see, and which was obtained 


for me by the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce). . It seemed. rather 
strange that men arriving in London 
from the baittlefields of France with their 
uniforms naturally considerably damaged 
should have had to pay for uniforms with 
which to replace them. ‘That. they liad 
to do so was proved by the fact that they 
produced their pay-books showing that the 
money expended in the purchase of the 


new uniforms had been deducted from 


their pay. I at once communicated. with 
Senator Pearce concerning the complaint, 


and he was good enough to investigate 
the matter, anid has forwarded to me a 
copy of the following communication re- 
ceived from General Birdwood :— 


130 Horseferry-road, London, S.W. 1, 
16th June, 1919. 
Minister for Defence, 

Reference to yours of the 10th instant re- 
ceived here yesterday. To explain the matter 
it: will be necessary to reply somewhat at 
length. | 

It is within your knowledge that we pay the 
Imperial authorities a per capita rate for the 
maintenance of our men in France, and that 
maintenance includes the supply of clothing. 
It was, therefore, necessary that all demands 
for supply of clothes to the. men in France 
should be met by the Imperial authorities. — 

The Australian Imperial Force arrived in 
France in March and subsequent months of 
1916. It was some time after this before leave 
to England was regularly granted; and to in-— 
sure that men granted leave were properly 
clad when on leave, very specific instructions 
were issued to all commanding officers that 
each party of men, before departing on leave, 
was to be inspected by an officer, and that no 
man was to be allowed to go unless he was 
clean and well-dressed. Notwithstanding this, 
it. was found that many men, on arrival in 
London, demanded supply of new clothing from 
the clothing store ‘here. We were then faced 
with the difficulty that— 4 Sole 

(I.) (We were paying the Imperial autho- 
rities for the clothing of the men; 
but such clothing could only be 
issued in France. Seen 

(II.) If we supplied clothing to the men 
when on leave in England, it would 
necessarily be at Australia’s expense, 
and we should, therefore, be paying 
twice over for the same service. 

Tt was, moreover, thought that if the officers 
carried out their instructions that no man ~ 
was to be allowed to go on leaveounless he was 
properly dressed, there should be no necessity 
for an issue of clothing in London; and that 
if any man did obtain an issue, it should be 
entered in his pay-book. Orders were issued 
accordingly, a proviso being added that any 
soldier, having issues so entered, could repre- 
sent the matter to his commanding officer on 
his return to his unit; and if the commanding 
officer considered the issue was necessary, he 
should obtain the approval of the Brigade or 
Divisional Commander to eancel the entry. 

Later on—about the middle of 1917—as a 
result of negotiations with the War Office, we 
were able to install a store in London solely 
forthe clothing of men from France; and the 
War Office accepted, on the certificate of the 
Commandant, a debit for all issues made there- 
from to men on leave—the store and books 
being, of course, subject to inspection and 
audit by the War Office inspectors and audi- 
tors. 


“-on H.M.A.S. 
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I think I am right in saying that we were 
the only Force, British or Dominion, to insti- 
tute such a scheme, no issues being made to 
the soldiers of such Forces other than in 
France. . 
W. R. Brirpwoop, 

: G.0.C., ALF. 
IT hope that this explanation will reach 
the soldiers who made a _ complaint 
against the Department on this ground. 
As one who is very proud of the conduct 
of the Defence Department of Australia, 
IT make this explanation with pleasure. I 
hope it will reach those who have been 
agerieved, that they may be able to seek 
redress of their grievance. 

Senator GRANT~ (New South Wales) 
[9.9].—I should like to direct attention 
to what appears to be an unnecessary ex- 
hibition of militarism. I found ‘to-day 
an armed man marching up and down in 
front of the Navy: Office saluting officers 
who approached that establishment. 
That seems to me to be absolutely un- 
necessary. The man, would be far better 
employed in productive work. 

Senator Kratrina.—He is doing very 
useful work in directing people who have 
to visit the Navy Office. 

Senator GRANIT.—If a naval man in, 
uniform iis necessary in front of the Niavy 
Office, the same type of guardian should 
be posted at all our public buildings. In 
my opinion, there is no necessity to have 
aman, armed with a rifle and a bayonet, 
marching up and down in front of the 
Navy Office. So far as I know, no one 
is going to raid that office. "We have ex- 
hibitions of the same sort at the Victoria 
Barracks, Darlinghurst, Sydney. There 
a few men may be seen marching up and 
down with fixed bayonets, whilst an ordi- 
_ nary policeman would be more than suffi- 
cient to preserve order in that peaceful 
quarter. I suggest to the Acting Minister 
for Defence that this kind of useless mili- 
tary display should be at once abandoned. 

I am told that the boys who offended 
Australia have been trans- 
_ ferred to Goulburn Gaol. 

Senator GarpINnEr. 


had Balter make equi: conic heb: 1 
have heard differently. 
Senator GRANT.—If this be so, the 


parents of these boys will be unable to . 


- visit them®on the usual visiting day with- 


out travelling at least 100 miles. The 
Australian Navy has now passed under 
the control of the Australian Govern- 
ment, and the sentences passed on these 
boys should be reviewed at once. If the 
Government are determined to hold them 
in gaol for the balance of their sentences 
of imprisonment, they should detain them 
in some gaol where they might be visited 
by their parents without the expense of 
travelling more than 100 miles. 
There is one other matter to which I 
think reference should be made. A few 
days ago I asked the Minister for Re- 
patriation if the financial position of an 
applicant for assistance was taken into — 
consideration. I was assured by the 
Minister, speaking from his place in the 
Senate, that the financial position of an 
applicant to the Department for assist- 
ance was not taken into consideration. I 


have since discovered that the Minister — 


was mistaken. A case has conie under 
my notice, which I have referred to the 
honorable senator, in which a gentleman 
made application to the Department of 
Repatriation for some financial assist- 
ance— 

Senator Mrituen.—I think the hone , 
abla senator should relate the cireum- 
stances. 

Senator GRANT.—Because he had a 
few hundred pounds at his disposal, his 
claim for assistance was turned down. I 
should like to know whether it is to be 
the practice of the Repatriation Depart- 
ment to turn down the claim of a man 
who may have a few hundred pounds, 
more or less tied up, or whether an appli- — 
cant is to be entitled to assistance irre- 
spective of his financial position. If a 
man who has a few hundred pounds is 
not, on that account, to be entitled to as- 
sistance from the Department, our re- 
turned men should know it. If men are 
entitled to assistance they should get it, 
irrespective of their financial position. 
This is a matter which warrants some ex- 
planation from the Minister for Repatria- 
tion. 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [9.13].—I perhaps owe the Senate 
an apology for taking up its time in the 
ventilation of a personal case. I can 
plead, however, that it is my first offence. 


Adjournment. 


FT donot think that, in all ike Gens NE 
have been a mera ben of the Senate, I 


_ have ever previously brought the case of 


justified in doing so. 
my patience in trying to get it settled. I 


tend to read the regulation, 


him that he will not be paid. 
adopts the latter course, 


an individual before honorable senators. 


The ease which I venture to mention now 
is one of such peculiar hardship that I feel 
T have exhausted 


think the patience of the Minister must 
also have been exhausted in connexion 
with this case, because I am inclined to 
believe that he holds the same view as I 
do as to its justice. In our military ser- 
vice there was an officer, Captain Hayne, 
who was retired in February last as per- 


-manently unfitted for further service. 


The regulations stipulate that upon such 
retirement an officer is entitled to the 
compensation of three years’ pay. I in- 
and I shall 
then ask the Minister to decide to-morrow 
that he will pay this man or inform 
If he 
the man can 


’ easily get his money through the Courts. 


way or the other upon this case. 


This man was retired. for heart trouble. 
His case was one of actual breakdown as 
the result of work conscientiously done. 
He asked to be given light work, but he 
was warned by the doctor that he was not 
fit for any kind of work. He was retired 
six months ago, and from that time until 
now he has been in a state of constant 
worry, because the Department will not 
pay him what he is entitled to. I now 
ask the Minister to make up his mind one 
I quote 
from the Military Financial and Allow- 
ance Regulations, page 151. Under the 
heading ‘‘ Compensation for Injuries Re- 
ceived or Disease Contracted on Duty— 
Permanent Forces,’’ regulation 175 pro- 


“vides that— 


- tracted while 


= gg a ale tate 


' Compensation may be recommended by a 
Medical Board appointed to inquire into the 
case of any member of the Permanent Forces 
who is retired or discharged on account of 
wounds or injuries received, or disease con- 
in the performance | of mili- 
tary duty, provided the wound, injury, or dis- 
ease is not due to the member's default.. The 
compensation should be according to the fol- 
lowing scale :— 


(a) The maximum amount; 

(b) three-quarters of the 
amount; 

(c) one-half of the maximum amount; 

(d) one-quarter of the maximum amount, 


maximum 


: Avausn, 1919. 9] 
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The maximum amount shall be a sum 
equivalent to three years’ pay, including any 
allowance for quarters and rations, at the 
rate the member received or was allowed at 
the date of his retirement or discharge, The 
maximum amount shall only be awarded in 
case of total disability to earn a livelihood. 
In case of partial disability, the compensation 
shall be less than the maximum amount, and 
shall be fixed in accordance with the scale, so 
that the amount awarded shall be propor- 


ee to the degree of disability of the mem- 
er 

Not only does that regulation show what 
this man is entitled to, but it definitely 
lays down that the maximum amount shall 
be paid in case of total disability. Yet 
for six months this man, broken in health, 
has been worried because the Department 
refuses to pay his claim. I ask the Minis- 
ter, without any further delay, to decide 
elther that he is entitled to compensation 
or that he is not. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
President of the Executive Council and 
Acting Minister for Defence) [9.17].—In 
regard. to the statement of Senator Fer- 
ricks concerning Enoggera Camp, appa- 
rently home service men have been called 
up for duty, and I must express my sur- 
prise that such men are engaged there at 
the present time, especially as plenty of 
returned soldiers are available. But there 
is now in existence a Home Personnel 
Commission, which is just returning from 
Queensland, where it has been endeavour- 
ing to clean up these camps with a view 
to enforcing ecoriomy. If we really re- 
quire men 
that, as far as possible, returned sol- 
diers are employed. In regard to the 
question of height, which has been raised, 
I would point out that we have reduced 
the standard which was originally adver- 
tised, so as to render eligible practically 
every man who was accepted for service 
in, the Australian Imperial Foree.. 
principle we have acted upon is that if 
aman was good enough to fight in France, 
he is good enough to play at soldiering 
—speaking comparatively—in Australia. 
In regard to the case mentioned by Sena- 
tor Gardiner, I must express my regret 
that it-has not been settled. Under our 
Defence Act men are entitled to certain 
compensation in case of a breakdown on 
duty. Since that Act was passed we have 
established a system of war pensions. This 


at any camp, I will see 


The . 
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man was transferred from the ordinary 
_ eivil staff of the Defence Department, and 


enlisted for home service during the period 
of the war. He rendered splendid service 
there, but finally broke down badly. After 
a close investigation into his case, and a 
little delay which did not occur in the 
Defence Department, it was discovered 


that, whilst Parliament had enacted that 


a man in receipt of a war pension could 
not receive compensation, a man could re- 
ceive compensation, and afterwards claim 
a war pension. Under no circumstances 
would- we have been justified in paying 
both. I tried to overcome the difficulty 
by asking the Treasury to send £50 to 
this man to keep him going until we could 
get the legal position cleared up. The 
Treasury sent that money to him, but, 
unfortunately, the authorities wanted him 
to contract himself out of all claim to a 
war pension. Naturally, until he under- 
stood his position, he declined to do so. I 
do not blame him for that. However, we 
have now succeeded in getting a decision 
that he is not eligible for a war pension, 
and consequently he is entitled to com- 
pensation. I am hopeful, with the co- 
operation of the Treasurer, that I shall 
be able to finalize the matter before Sena- 


_tor Gardiner leaves for Sydney to-morrow. 


Of course, I cannot say the amount of 
compensation. to which the officer will 
be entitled, but I will do my best to have 
the matter settled without further delay. 

Senator MILLEN (New South W’ales— 
Minister for Repatriation) {9.21].—Sena- 
tor Grant has directed attention to a case 
to which I desire to make some reference. 
I regret that he did not give the Senate 
the particulars of that case. I only know 
such of the facts as he has seen fit to dis- 
close tome. I do not even know the name 
of the applicant. But it appears that a 
eid soldier, who was a solicitor be- 
fore enlisting, applied to the Department 
for an advance of £200 or £250 whilst he 


was shown to be possessed of assets 
amounting to £1,700. 
_ man who is in a position to take up his 
occupation again, and, 


He ig a young 


in view of these 
circumstances, the Department did not 
feel justified in making the advance 
sought for the purpose of starting him 
again in ‘his profession. That is the case 
as far as I know it. When Senator Grant 
asked me yesterday if the financial posi- 
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tion of an applicant affected his agelon : 
tion, I replied in the negative, and that ~ 
reply is substantially correct. But when — 
I made it I had more particularly in mind 
those applicants who require vocational — 
training, artificial limbs, &e. In such 

cases the Department asks no questions. — 
But if the contention which Senator 
Grant, by inference, has put forward. be 
correct, we might have a wealthy station-— 
owner, ‘who went to the Front, asking us 
for an advance to start him again in busi- — 
ness. In any advances which the Depart- _ 
ment makes there must be limits imposed 
by the practical character of the circum- — 
stances. The Department has not been — 
established for the purpose of giving re- 
wards to men for the services which they 
have rendered. . If such rewards are re- — 
quired, Parliament can bestow them by — 
granting special bonuses to these persons. 
The purpose of the Repatriation Depart- 
ment is to re-establish men in civil life, 
and it will do that, irrespective of whe- 
ther the applicant is penniless or other- — 
wise. But there is no justification for the 
Department making a grant to a man who 
obviously does not need it. If we made — 
an advance to this particular individual, — 
it would be impossible to refuse similar . 
consideration to any other man who 

sought it. In the circumstances, I ask — 
the Senate to uphold the Government in 

the action which they have taken. . 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Senate adjourned at 9.24 p.m. 


Wouse of Representatibes. 
Thursday, 7 August, 1919. — 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. W. Elliot J ohnson) | 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and read — 
prayers. ee 

SEAMEN’S STRIKE. : 
ACCOMMODATION ON SuHips—Foop SHORT- ~ 


AGE ON THE = NortTH- WEST Coast OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—There seems tb 
be in the minds of the general public an — 
idea that one of the special grievances of 
the seamen now on strike relates to he : 


See hnidation provided for the men on 
board ship, and that an improvement of. 
that accommodation would tend to bring 
about an early settlement of the trouble. 
Will the Acting Prime Minister state 
whether that is so? | 


Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 
intimated to me that he proposed to make 
this inquiry, and I have since been ex- 
amining the records. I find that on the 
last occasion that I met the representa- 
tives of the Federated Seamen’s Union in 
conference, prior to their going back for 
the second time to the compulsory confer- 
ence under the President of the Arbitra- 
tion Court, the general secretary of the 
union, Mr. Walsh, as shown in the records 
of the conference, made this statement 
with regard to the accommodation for the 
men on board ship— ; 

With regard to one of the most important 
matters, that dealing with accommodation, 
Admiral Clarkson has promised to see that our 
wishes are carried out. He has gone-so far as 
to ask me for a list of all ships requiring 
alterations, and the extent of such alterations, 
aud when he becomes possessed of full informa- 
tion on the subject he will see what can be 


done, so that we can look upon the accommo- 
dation question as practically settled. 


That statement was made by Mr. Walsh, 
and I find that, later on in the conference, 
I said— 

_ I think you should narrow down the main 
issues, reducing them to four. I think that 
possibly, in view of the promise that Admiral 


Clarkson has given you, the accommodation 
question might be set aside. 


The general secretary, Mr. Walsh, re- 
plied— ee : 
We realize that is practically settled. 


I therefore say to my honorable friend 
that the seamen, and those speaking in 
their behalf; do not put up that issue as 
one for settlemerit-at all, and that I re- 
gard it as being, in the language of the 
general secretary of the Federated Sea- 
men’s Union, practically settled. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Has the attention of 
the Acting Prime Minister been drawn to 
the urgent necessity for providing food 
supplies for those residents in the north- 
maiko. | 
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west of Western Australia, and particu- 
larly at Wyndham, and will the Govern- 
ment make an effort to try to relieve the 
position there ? 


Mr. WATT.—Speaking from memory, 
I believe that our attention was drawn 
some time ago to the matter, but the posi- 
tion has intensified during recent weeks. 
I have not been informed as to what the 
actual situation is, but my honorable 
friend may rest assured that those parts 
of the Commonwealth which are suffering — 
most keenly will be the first to receive 
attention in any efforts that we make. 


RIFLE CLUBS. 


Mr. FLEMING.—I desire to ask the 
Assistant Minister for Defence whether it 
is a fact that rifle clubs throughout New 
South Wales are’ unable to hold their 
usual shooting competitions because the 
usual funds are delayed, and no arrange- 
ment has been made for granting railway 
passes ? 


Mr. WISE.—I am not aware, but will - 
make inquiries and advise the honorable 
member. +055 


TAXATION DEPARTMENT, 
APPOINTMENT OF FourtH OLASS CLERKS. 


Mr. TUDOR.—The Acting Prime Min- 
ister promised me yesterday that he would . 
ascertain from the Public Service Com- 
missioner whether there was any objec- 
tion to laying on the table of the Library 
the file relating to the appointment of ten 
fourth class clerks in the Taxation De- 
partment. An appeal was taken to the 
High. Court by one of the fifth class 
officers interested in the matter, and I 
understand that the decision of the Court 
has been overridden, so that the matter is 
one of urgency. Has the Acting Prime 
Minister made the promised inquiry ? 


Mr. WATT.—In accordance with my 
promise, I sent to the Department for the 
information, but have not yet received it. 
It may be forthcoming before question- 
time has passed. 
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LITHGOW SMALL ARMS FACTORY. 


Report «as TO [INFERIOR RirxiEs. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—Has the 
Assistant Minister for Defence seen an 
article published in Monday’s issue of the 


Sydney Sun with reference to the alleged 


inferior quality of rifles being turned 
out at the Lithgow Small Arms Factory, 
and making certain statements with re- 

gard to the employment of avowedly In- 
Aide} Workers of the World men in that 


Factory ? 

Mr. WISE.—I have not seen the 
article. 

RETURNED SOLDIERS’ BADGES. 


Mr. PAGE.—Has the Assistant Muin- 
ister for Defenee seen a paragraph which 
appeared in this morning’s issue of the 
Argus stating that it 1s not the intention 
of the Defence authorities to class as re- 
turned soldiers the members of the Pay 
Staff who accompanied Senator Pearce to 
I desire to 
ask whether that statement. is to be re- 
garded as an official announcement that 


_ returned soldiers’ badges are to be issued 


only to men who have seen service? 


‘Mr. WISE.—On Friday last, I stated 


in the House that the matter was being 


further considered. I have seen the 
paragraph in the Argus to which the hon- 
orable member refers, but have not been 
furnished with any official information 
from the Defence Department, so that I 
gannot answer the question. 


WAR MEDALS. 


Mr. ARCHIBALD.—Will the. Assis- 
tant Minister for Defence state whether 
the Government intend to issue medals to 
all who were engaged in the war, together 
with clasps which, following the system 
adopted by the Imperial authorities, will 
indicate the engagements in which the 


recipients took part? 


Mr. WISE.—T stated on Friday after- 


- noon, in the course of a rather lengthy 


answer {0 a question on the same subject, 
that it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment to issue war medals with clasps 


showing the various engagements in which 


the recipients took part. 


GOVERN MENT SHIPBUILDING 
SCHEME. 


Sr Roserr McC. Aroansen eeeee OF 
- Sureprne Contract: Postrion oF Baer 
COMMISSIONER. _ 


Mr. MAHONY.—Will the ~ Acting 
Prime Minister state whether Sir Robert 
McC. Anderson has been appointed to a 
position in connexion with the shipping 
policy of the present Government; and, 
if so, will he inform the House of the 
nature of the appointment? 


Mr. WATT.—I am not aware that the 
gentleman referred to has been appointed 
to any position, but I shall make i inguae 
on the subject. 4 


Mr. HiGGS.—Having reference to a 
published statement that Mr. Larkin, on 
behalf of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment, has signed contracts in London for 
the building “of two ships, will the Acting 
Prime Minister state what is the position 
of the High Commissioner in this con- 
nexion. Is the High Commissioner being 
ignored; and, if so, is it because he re- 
fuses to be a pawn in another man’s 
game? - 


Mr. WATT.—I know no man more 
ready and better able than the honorable 
member to misconstrue press information, 
especially when it is directed against the 
Government. I have seen the statement 
referred to, but am not acquainted with 
the facts as to whether the actual con- 
tract is to be signed by the High Commis- 
sioner or by the High Commissioner and 
Mr. Larkin. It seems to me, however, to 
be natural that the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) should ask the officer who has 
been associated with him im the investiga- 
tion of this problem to deal with it up 
to a certain stage. I should judge that, 
if all probability, the High Commissioner, 
as the ofitcial representative of the Aus- 
tralian Government in England, will 
ratify the contract, whatever Mr. Larkin 
may do; but I shall inquire as the 
actual facts. ae yi 


ANZAC TWEED INDUSTRY. 


Mr. FENTON.—Is the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Repatriation 
vet in a position to make his Deoniens 
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statement regarding the Anzac tweed 

industry ? 

' Mr. POYNTON.—I am not yet in a 

_ position to do so, but I shall try to get 

' the information. 

i Dr. MALONEY—If a number. of 
gentlemen of the city are willing to sub- 
-seribe an amount that will give the re- 
turned soldiers a fighting show to make 
good at the Anzac hand-woven cloth, and 
will be content with a small interest to be 
paid only during the time the industry 
shows a profit, will the Acting Prime Min- 
ister, on behalf of the Government, pro- 
mise that a sufficient supply of good yarn 

will be forthcoming from the Government 
mills? 

Mr. WATT.—This, of course, is a mat- 

_ ter om which I should be glad to have 

another opportunity of consulting with 
the Minister for Repatriation before an- 

e ‘swering such a question. 


-REAFFORE STATION. 


Mr. PIGOTT:—Will the Minister for 
Pilots amd Territories inform the House 
= the policy of the Government regard- 
: ing reafforestation, and’ state whether any 
_ steps are being taken to plant coe for 
the purpose of making paper pulp? 
_ Mr. GLYNN —About two years ago 
I engaged an expert from the United 
. _ Kingdom, and a sum of money was ap- 
_ propriated for his work. My intention 
was that he should give an opinion 
upon reafforestation work in the three 
‘Territories. Unfortunately, through ill- 
ness he did not come. The “only report is 
on the Federal Territory. In regard to 
- wood for paper pulp, what has been done 
has been sprucely done, though nothing 
_ has been done for spruce. 


PEACE POEM. 


Mr. 
that the Poet Laureate of Great Britain 
has failed, so far, to write an ode com- 
" ‘memorating the restoration of Peace, 
EP will the Acting Prime Minister consider 
the advisability of relieving the Post- 
aster-General (Mr. Webster) from his 
ficial duties for a period of twelve 
months in order that he may devote his 
e to that task? 
1802 
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Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—Order ! 
of the House to the fact that it 1s not in 


order to ask questions of a frivolous 
character. 
Mr. -FINLAYSON.—L ask the Act- 


ing Prime Minister—and, I assure you, 
Mr. Speaker, that my question is seri- 
ous—if he will consider the advisability 
of offering a substantial prize for a com- 
petition for a suitable poem to commem- 
morate Peace? That would allow both 
the Postmaster-General and the honor- 
able member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) 
to compete. 
Mr. WATT.—I awaited your ruling, 


‘sir, as to whether this. question was a 


serious one. I assume that you, like 
other members of the House, were de- 
ceived by the honorable member's ap- 
parent earnestness. f 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I had the honor-— 
able member’s assurance that his ques- — 
tion was intended seriously. | 
Mr. WATT. 
obliged to accept assurances, however 
deceptive they may be. My experience 
has been—and I speak not as a com- 
petitor past or prospective—that prize 
poems are not generally spontaneous 
creations that last, and I do not think 


that any good would result from adopt- — 


ing the suggestion of the honorable — 
member for Brisbane. 
desire of the House that an international 


competition between the two honorable - 


members referred to should be arranged 


for the education and _ edification of © 
members generally, my money will. be 
placed on the Postmaster-General. 


OODNADATTA-PINE CREEK 
RAILWAY. ! 


Mr. LIVINGSTON.—I have read 
that alternative routes for a railway to 


connect South Australia and the North- 


ern Territory are being examined on be- 
half of the Federal Government. Will 
the Government entertain an offer by a 
contractor to build a railway from 
Oodnadatta to Pine Creek along the 
route favoured by South Australia, 
standard rates of wages to be paid, and the 
payment to be either in Government 


IT call the attention ~ 


—In Parliament we are ~ 


But if it is the ~ 
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bonds or by means of a land grant, the 
contractor receiving every alternate 
block along the route? If so, I will 
undertake that such an offer will be 
forthcoming. 

Mr. GLYNN.—Such a noprenl has 
not been under consideration. A land 
grant proposition was. submitted to the 
South Australian Government 
years ago, and in connexion with it. the 
State Parliament passed an Act in 1902, 
but the negotiations proved abortive. The 
policy of the Federal Government to date 
has not been to build railways on the land- 
grant system. Doubtless, when the time 
arrives for the Government. to come 
to a decision regarding the construc- 
tion of this line, any such proposal from 
a contractor will be considered. At the 
present. time, some routes are being ex- 
amined by the Department of Works and 
Railways. Mr. Bell made a general ex- 
amination of five or six routes, and the 
matter of a particular route, having due 
regard to the agreement entered. into 
with the State of South Australia, is 
under consideration to-day. 


TRANSFER OF LAND. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—On account of war 


conditions, a regulation was introduced 
by the Government to prevent the trans- 
fer of land. It affects transfers which 
had-been arranged before the commence- 
ment of the war. Do the Government 
propose to repeal that regulation at an 
early date, so that deferred transfers may 
be completed ? 

Mr. GROOM.—At present the Govern- 
ment has no intention of rescinding that 
regulation. 


ENEMY ALIENS. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Will the Acting Prime 
Minister be good enough to define the 
attitude of the Government in respect of 
certain internees in Australia? Are the 
Government taking any responsibility in 
regard to nroposed deportations? Will 
the Acting Prime Minister tell the House 
what are the factors which determine 
whether a man _ shall be deported, or 
allowed to remain in Australia ? 

Mr. WATT.—Some time ago there was 
laid upon the table of the House the re- 


some, 


‘Minister whether, 


_Electoral, 
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port of a Committee as inquired into 
the question of internees - and enemy 
aliens generally, and also the determina- | 
nations of the Government regarding the 
recommendations of that Committee. 


The statement then made defines the atti- 


tude and intention of the Government 
with regard to the respective classes of 
enemy aliens in Australia. 3 

Mr. Hiees.—Has that statement been 
printed ? 

Mr. WATT,—I understand that it has. 
I believe it is on the table, and in the 
possession of honorable members. The 
Government take full responsibility for — 
the policy they announced, and for the 
machinery which has been created in 
order to carry out their decisions. . 


BUTTER AND CHEESE POOL. 


Mr. RODGERS.—A charge of 2 per 
cent.on butter and 83 per cent. on cheese — 
is made for the purpose of defraying the 
cost of administering the Pool. As the 
cost of administration is considerably less 
than that percentage, will the Minister 
for Trade and Customs inform the House 
of the destination of the difference be- 
tween the actual cost and the percentage 
charged ? : 3 

Mr. GREENE.—The balance will be 
ultimately distributed amongst the vari- 
our factories supplying the Pool in pro- 
portion to the ee they contribute. 


AMALGAMATION OF STATE AND. 
FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS. 


Mr. PIGOTT.—I ask the Acting Prime 
in order to compel 
action by the Federal and State Parlia-— 
ments, he will consider the advisability 
of taking a reierendum of the people in 
conjunction with the next Federal elec- : 
tions upon the subject of an amalgama- 
tion of the following Commonwealth and 
State Departments, namely, Taxation, 
Agents-General, and ‘High | 
Commissioner, Immigration, and Savings 
Banks, with a view to operating those De-— 
partments on economical lines, and effect-— 
ing a saving of, perhaps, £500, 000 per 
annum ? : 

Mr. WATT.—My how onele 
must have “swotted ” 


friend 
a good deal over 


-that question, because it embraces a num-_ 
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‘ber of very important considerations. My 


own view has been clearly expressed, and 


it is also the view of the Government, that 


a number of the amalgamations to which 


the honorable member refers must take 
place if the people of this country are to 
be satisfied in the near future. I am 
doubtful whether a referendum is the 


_. proper way to deal with the matter. 


Mr. Picorr—it would be carried 
unanimously. : 
Mr. WATT.—Not. unanimously, be- 


- eause certain State Treasurers might vote 


against some of the propositions. I doubt 


whether the machinery proposed by the 


honorable member is the way to solve the 
problem, but I take this opportunity of 
expressing the view that one of the great 
lessons which the Australian people have 


‘learnt from the war, irrespective of party, 


is that there must be a recasting of the 


constitutional relations of the Common- 
wealth and the States m the very near 
future. 


AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
ANTHEM. 
Mr. YATES.—While we were in 
Rouen the Armistice was signed. There 
was general rejoicing, and the men in 


camp were given practically a free hand 
as to how they behaved themselves. <A 
_ band was collected, and the parade ground 
was made the scene of festivities occa- 


sioned by the important event. During 


“the morning the National Anthem of 


every Allied nation was played there. 
The Australian anthem was called for, be- 
cause the “diggers” wanted the country 
from which they came to be recognised, 
but the only anthem the band could think 


of to satisfy the Australians was ‘‘ Aus- 


tralia will be there.” Will the Acting 
Prime Muinister seriously consider the 
question of offering a prize for a suitable 


-anthem which will be sung right through 


Australia and recognised as the National 
Anthem of the country; so that.on such 
occasions as the one to which I have re- 
ferred we shall not have to rake up a rag- 


_ time melody as our national song? 


Mr. WATT.—The germ of poetry 


nes 
Res 
ee 


seems to have got hold of a large number 


of honorable members opposite. 
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Mr. Funron.—They are at it every day 
upstairs. 

Mr. WATT.—The Government being 
in such safe hands, I suppose they have 
nothing better to do. 

Mr. Tupvor.—That is where “ Bill” was 
trained. 

Mr. WATT.—With great respect, I 
diseredit that statement, as I understand. 
that long before the Postmaster-General 
(Mr. Webster) became a member of Par- — 
liament he fed upon the classics, and 
learnt far more about the elements of 
poetry than ever any of his colleagues 
imagined. Probably he hid. that light 
under ‘a bushel. The question of a new 
National Anthem for Australia is not in 
the policy of the Government. We did 
not put it to the country, and we do not — 
feel as if we should embody it in our pro- 
positions without a referendum to the 
people. There is no question to which 
a mandate should apply more clearly. I 
think it would be far better if the whole 
of the Dominions of the King kept to the 
main British National Anthem, thus pre- 
serving, declaring, and demonstrating the 
solidarity of the Empire in every way. 


FEDERAL CAPITAL... 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Has the 
attention of the Minister for Home and 
Territories been called to the statement 
made in Sydney last week by ex-Judge 
Heydon, that under the terms of the Con- 
stitution Canberra is now legally the 
Federal Capital, although the Parliament 
is meeting in Melbourne? Does the Min- 
ister agree with ex-Judge Heydon’s in— 
terpretation of the Constitution, and, if 
he does, when are we going to move to our 
constitutional home? 

Mr. GLYNN.—I am afraid [I can 
neither agree with nor dissent from what 
has been said by the gentleman referred 
to, because I have not heard his opinion 
nor has my attention. been drawn to it. 
I do not think there is any doubt that 
under section 125 of the Constitution the 
Seat of Government has to be determined 
by Parliament; it- must be within terri- 


‘tory granted to or acquired by the Com- 


monwealth, which territory must be in 


New South Wales; and the site. must not 


have to sit—and sometimes 


> 
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be within 100 miles of Sydney. Mean- 
while, according to the same section, we 
stand—in 
Melbourne until we move to the Seat of 
- Government. Of course, we cannot go 
there until Parliament has provided the 
necessary accommodation. The position 
as regards the question of going on with 
the construction of the Federal Capital 
will be declared in due course during the 
session. 

Mr. PIGOTT.—Will the Minister for 
Home and Territories turn a deaf ear to 
all suggestions to build railways in South 
Australia, or other parts of the Com- 
monwealth, and bend the whole of his 
- energies in the direction of having the 
Federal Capital at once removed from 
Melbourne to Canberra? 

Mr. GLY NN.—I shall be glad to de- 
vote my energies in both directions. There 
is an obligation on the Commonwealth 
to construct a railway to the Northern 
Territory, and the fulfilment of that duty 
is under consideration at the present 
moment. As regards the other matter, I 
assure the honorable member that we 
must recognise the obligations imposed 
by section 125 of the Constitution. The 
subject caused a good deal of debate up 
to five or six years ago. Nothing was 
done in the matter, except debate, until 
1908. Then came the Act. 
bility of pushing on with the Capital was 
interfered with by the breaking out of the 
war, because a good deal of expenditure 
is required to get on quickly with the 
work, The matter has been under the 
consideration of the Cabinet recently, 
and in due course an announcement will 
be made to the House of the intentions 
of the Government. 


WHARF LABOURERS’ DISPUTE. 
Me. Deruripacer’s’ REportT. 
Mr. TUDOR.—Is the report of Mr. 


- Dethridge on the wharf labourers’ dispute 
yet available? 


Me WATT My honorable friend has 


me somewhat at a disadvantage, as I do 
not know what answers were given on 
that matter last week. 

Mr. Tupor.—Merely that it was hung 
up. OW 


The possi-, 


Mr. WATT. on: ot hune ae date con- 
sideration. 
hang up anything. Jt maturely deliber- 
ates on matters before it decides what to 
do. I shall inquire whether the report 


was dealt with by the Cabinet in my 3) 


absence. 


NATURALIZATION LAW. 


Mr. SEINCLATR.—Is it the intention 
of the Government this session to intro- 
duce a Bill to amend the Naturalization 
Act to remove the anomaly which pre- 
vents the naturalization of an Bee 
Seine : 

GLYNN.—It is the intention of 
ee Gavan to introduce a Bill deal- 
ing with naturalization, but that is not 
one of the provisions which it is proposed 
to include. I know there have been one 


or two cases of hardship in administra- 


tion in old-age pension matters arising — 
from the point, but it was impossible to — 
get over the difficulty. It could be over- 

come by an amendment of the Old-age 
Pensions Act. 


are unable to speak or write the Eng- 
lsh language. That is the reason why 


-the provision referred to is in the Act. 


POSTAL DEPARTMENT SURPLUS. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Will the 
Postmaster-General apply some of the 
Post Office surplus, as disclosed by the 
recently published balance-sheet, to giving 
relief to some of the small bush mail con- 
tractors, and affording greater facilities 
to the people in the outposts of | civiliza- 
tion ? 2 
Mr. WEBSTER.—So far as I can, rae 
shall endeavour to do so, having regard: to 
the good government of the Department 
and my responsibility to the genenss tax- 
payer. 


‘SALE OF WHEAT.~ 
PayMENTS TO GROWERS. 

Mr. LYNCH.—Is the Acting Pine 
Minister in’a position to make a state- 
ment regarding the payment for the recent 
large purchases of Australian wheat, and 


when future dividends may be Saree 
by scrip holders? = _ 


4 


(This Government does not 


There is a good deal to — 
be said for not naturalizing persons who — 


Note and Stamp — Ta 


Mr. WATT.—I am not in a position to 
say at this stage that the mode and dates 
of payment for the £10,000,000 or 
 £11,000,000 worth of wheat sold by the 
- Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) have 
been definitely settled. They still form 
the subject of daily cablegraphic com- 


when, how, and under what conditions 
we are going to get that money, I shall 
- bring before the Cabinet the question of 
further payments to the wheat-growers. 

:) 


NOTE AND STAMP PRINTING 
OFFICES. | 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Can the Minister 
for Works and Railways inform me whe- 
ther, on the site that is proposed for the 
Note and Stamp Printing Offices, labour 
- is being employed at the present time? 
Mr. GROOM.—Does the honorable 
- member mean in connexion with the con- 
 * struction work referred to the Public 
Works Committee? 
Mr. Cuartron.—Yes. 
Mr. GROOM.—I am not aware of any 
labour being employed on. such construc- 
~.. 4ron. there. 
~~ Mr. Cuartron.—Will the Munister 
_ make inquiries? 7 
Mr. GROOM.—Certainly. 
Mr. RILEY.—Is it the intention to 
~ gomplete only part of the buildings shown 
on the plans, or the whole of them? 

Mr. GROOM.—The land was acquired 
by the Department of Home and Terri- 
tories, and the plans show the building 
proposed to be erected at the present time. 

-. But, to assist the Public Works Com- 
mittee, a complete design was drawn, not 
with any view to an immediate construc- 
tion of the whole, but merely to show that 
if in the future it was desired to utilize 
all the ground, it would be possible to do 

so. The building proposed to be erected 
now will serve the purposes for many 
years to come. 
_ Mr. Rirry.—That is only one-third of 
the whole. 

Mr. GROOM.—It is all that is pro- 


t: Seka... 


yr 


<< posed to be gone on with now, but the 


_ plans show what can be done in the 
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munication between the Australian 
Government and the British Ex- 
chequer. As soon as I can determine. 


Printing Offices. © =——«*1151 


future if occasion requires. This is not. 
an unusual practice, for it has been done 
in the case of the other reference to the 
Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—I ask the Minister not to dis- 
cuss the matter any further. It antici- 
pates a debate on a motion already be- 
fore the House. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 
Country Postat anp TELEPHONE — 
FACILITIES, 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon.. W. Elliot 
Jgohnson).—-I have received intimations 
from two honorable members of the House 
that they desire to move the adjournment — 
of the House, in order to discuss two 
definite matters of urgent public import- 
ance. One is from the honorable mem- 
ber for Maranoa (Mr. Page), who de- 
sires to discuss the wrongful distribution — 
of soldiers’ badges to persons not entitled 
to receive them. The second is from the ~ 
honorable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett), who wishes to call attention to 
“The grave disabilities experienced by 
the residents of the country. districts of 


Australia owing to—(a) the closing of 


many country post-offices, and the reduc: 
tion of many postal facilities; (b) the 
absence of adequate telephone facilities in 
many country districts.” As I received 
first the intimation from the honorable 
member for Grampians, his notice is en- 
titled to priority-over the other. 
Five honorable members having risen 
in their places, Aes 
Question proposed, | 
Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [3.5].— 
eommon, no doubt, with many other hon- 
orable members, I received a very 


courteously worded letter from the Post- 


master-General (Mr. Webster), in which 
he said— 3 

I would esteem it a favour if you would 
oblige me by reading my report for the year 
1917-18 when it comes to hand, as I require 
your assistance and sympathy in my endea- 
vour to complete the re-organization of this 
vast and important Department. Such is not 
a party matter, but one of vital importance 
to the nation. 


Like others, I have taken great interest 
in the honorable gentleman’s report, — 


mS . 


_ 


J ee sd A Abela 


(REPRESENTATIVES ie 


yop RE 


ng and. in compliance with his anes for 
sympathy and assistance, I have devoted 
very considerable time and attention to 
its study. L have the highest possible 
-admiration for 
and art, and I have no doubt that al- 
ready it is wending its way to every 
-eapital city in every civilized country 
in the world, where, I feel. sure, by all 
postal authorities, statisticians, philoso- 
phers, and: statesmen it will be as much 
appreciated as it is in this Hiouse-and by 
myself in particular. 

Representing, as I do, a country dis- 
trict, and coming into very close contact 
with country residents, I naturally turn, 
in the first place, to see what statements 
of facts are given in the report in regard 
to country mails iand telephones. I 
speak in no terms of sarcasm when I 
refer to this report as a most valuable 
document. Personally, I have the 
ereatest possible admiration for the 
the work the Postmaster-General has 
done in the Department during his 
years of office. I consider him the best 
Postmaster-General that Australia has 
ever had, though there may be those 
who differ from me in that regard. 

Mr. MoWittrams.—He is the only 
Postmaster-General the honorable member 
has ever known. 

Mr. JOWETT.—He is the only one I 
‘have known, and all I can say is that I 
never want to know another. I have 
carefully read nearly the whole of the 
eighty pages of the report in my search for 
information regarding. what has _ been 
done in the past, and what is likely to 
be done in the future regarding country 
mails and telephones. I should here 
like to apply a little quotation which, 
poetical as it is, will appeal to the 
literary mind and instinct of my friend 
the Postmaster-General. He will re- 
member that. Prince Henry, when he 
saw the bill that had been rendered to 
Falstaff; in which 5s. 8d. was charged 
' for the excellent wine called sack, and 
one halfpenny for bread, exclaimed— — 


O, monstrous! but one half-penny worth of 
bread to this intolerable deal of sack! 


Sack, I understand, was a most excel- 
lent wine; indeed, it was regarded by 


this work of literature. 


- fort. 


some as the wine “of life. ey our country” 


districts, however, the residents are not 
looking ‘for the “wine” which has made 


the postal buildings im the great cities so 


conspicuous, but for a very little “' bread,” 
in the shape of country mails and tele- 
phones, to enable them to live in com- 


issued .by the Postmaster-General, 
only matter devoted*to country mail ser- 
vices and post-offices covers eleven lines, 
including the following :— 

It is asserted that money is being saved | by 


cutting down country mail services—such 48, 


however, not so. 


That is simply a question of assertion. 


_In 1917-18 we spent £11,526 more on such 
services than in the previous year. It is true 
that in some cases reductions resulted, due to 
abnormal increases and the difficulty of secur- 
ing satisfactory tenders. ; 


As we are not told how much money was 
spent in the previous year, or whether in 
that year the expenditure was higher or 


lower than in the year before, the state- 


ment that £11,500 more was spent on 
country mail services is of no value as a 
guide in the discussion of this matter. If — 
money has not been saved by cutting down 
country mail services, why, in the name 
of heaven, have they been cut down? That 
is the problem to which this House might 
expect the Postmaster-General to give 
some attention. 

Mr, Wesster.—The reason was to ‘stop 
waste. 

Mr. JOWETT.—There is a much 
greater waste, which I ask the honorable 
gentleman, in common with the heads — 
of all the other great: public Departments, 


both Federal and State, to stop; that is, je 


What do we find? Out of 80 pages © 
of most beautiful literature in the report — 
the — 


- 


% 


the waste of population, and waste of 


human energy brought about by the con- 
tinual dragging of “people from country 
districts to the cities, 

Mr, Tuvor.—How does the Postal De 
partment do that? 

Mr. JOWETT. _ Before this 
closes the honorable member will have 
plenty of information on that point. JI 
do not think that those who are in charge 
of the destinies of this country realize the 
position, or eg the ee bearing” oten 
it. “St § i Radke 
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Country Postal and 


I have in my possession some figures 
issued by Mr, Knibbs, at the request of 
the honorable member for Calare (Mr. 
Pigott), giving the population for the last 


ten years in each of the States, and show- 
ing the proportions living in the cities 
and suburbs, as compared with the num- 


bers living outside the cities. Ten years 
ago the metropolitan population. of Vic- 


toria was 573,255, as against 703,767, 
living outside the metropolis. The 
balance was about 130,000 in favour 
of people living in country districts. 


In 1918, the latest figures which 
Mr, Knibbs was able to supply _ to 
my friend, the metropolitan popu- 


lation had increased to 723,500, while the 
number living in country districts was 
only 707,258, showing that there were 
16,000 more people in Melbourne than 
in the country districts of ~ Victoria. 
In South Australia, ten years ago, the 
metropolitan population was 184,393, as 
against 208,504 for country districts, In 


1918, the metropolitan population had in- 


creased to 235,751, as against 209,957 for 
country districts. I do not lay upon the 


- Postal administration the whole of the 


ae blame for this tendency to drag the people 


of every man _ who 
his 
stop every leak through which the popu- 


from country districts, but it is the duty 
desires to see 


country great to endeavour to 


‘lation may drift from country districts 
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into the great cities. There are many 
serious influences at work which. bring 


_ about this result; but if there is one thing 


above ali others which induces people who 


have a choice in the matter to leave coun- 


try districts and live in the cities, it is the 
feeling of discontent that men, and 


women even more so, have at the isolation 


of country life. A great deal of this 


feeling of isolation is due to the fact that 


people are unable to secure adequate tele- 
phone facilities, by means of which they 
can communicate on business or social 
matters with their friends at any time, 
and that they are unable to get regular 
and frequent mail services. Any step 
taken to cut down postal facilities to 
which people are accustomed has 


one result, and that is to make them 
Spek discontented with country life. 


Sooner 
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or later wives will persuade their. hus- 
bands, or for some reason or another men 
will find it necessary or advisable, to leave 
the country and live in one of the cities. 
The absence of reasonable mail and tele- 
phone facilities in country districts is 
largely responsible for the drift of popu- 
lation towards our principalities. I 
do not wish to weary the House with 
figures, but I have shown what is the 
actual position in this respect in two of © 
the most important States of the Com- 
monwealth. For some years, there has 
been evidence of a drift of population 
from the rural districts to our principal 
towns and cities, and that drift has in- 
creased considerably during the war 
period. The Postmaster-General asserts 
that no saving is effected by cutting down 
country mail services. If that is so, why 
are they reduced ? 3 
The report published by the honorable 
gentleman is a magnificent production. 
It deals with the General Post Offices in 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane, and the 
other State capitals, and makes special 
reference to the provision of a dining- 
room for employees at the General Post — 
All these parts 


Office in this city. 
of the report have my warm ap- 
proval. One part of the report is 


headed “ False Economy,” and I naturally 
expected to find under that heading some 
explanation of the action of the Depart- 
ment in cutting down country mail ser- 
vices. I have looked in vain, however, 
for any such explanation, and I propose 
to give the House a few instances of what 
has been done by the Department in the — 
way of reducing the postal and telephone 
facilities of the people. The honorable 
member for Calare (Mr. Pigott) yester- 
day received a letter from a resident of 
Springfield, Mount McDonald, New South 
Wales, which he has handed to me, and 
from which I make the following quota- 
tions :— 

I am enclosing herewith a notice received 
yesterday from the local Postmaster, notifying 
the intended curtailment of office hours. . You 
will note that it provides for only four hours 
each day, excepting Wednesday, and the four 
hours so cut up that one engaged in ordinary 
farming and grazing pursuits would have con- 


siderable difficulty in striking the post-office 
within the working hours. 
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‘That complaint is general throughout the 
rural districts. Country telephone offices 
are nearly always closed at 8 p.m., and all 
day on Sundays, when they might be more 


3 
generally used by farmers and others, ana _ 


their value is therefore considerably re- 
dueed. 
Mr. Cuanter—What is the object? 
Nothing is saved by closing these offices 
‘every evening and on Sundays. 

Mr. JOWETT.—No saving is effected; 
so that I think this practice on the 
part of the Department might well come 
under the heading of “false economy.” 
The writer of this letter has paid for his 
telephone service, and he goes on to say—- 


The position is this with regard to contri- 
butors to the revenue by way of private tele- 
phone connexions, that we agreed to pay a cer- 
tain fee for a given service. Practically the 
whole of that service has been withdrawn, ex- 
cept the payment in advance of the prescribed 
fee. Had Ben Hall, Gilbert, Dunn, and other 
public men—heads of their respective Depart- 
ments in their time—hit upon this plan of 
robbery, what a time they would have had. 
They would then have managed without the 
sleepless nights, inseparable from their call- 
ing, to say nothing of the saving that would 
have been effected in powder and bullets, and 
also the possible chance of a direct hit. 


The next letter from which I propose to 
quote was addressed to me by Mr. J. 
Field, of Riversdale, near Avoca. He 
comes from one of the oldest families, and 
is much respected. He writes— 


I have received notice from the Postal De- 
- partment that the mail service for Riversdale 
is to be discontinued after 18th instant (July). 
This will cause a great inconvenience to my- 
self and the other residents here, the nearest 
mail service being at Avoca, fully 4 miles away. 
There has been a mail service here the last 
40 years and more. The last post-office keeper 
here received £8 a year. I got £1 first, and 
£2 last year, but was agreeable to look after 
it for nothing, The mail contractor 
passes our gate daily, and. we have a box fixed 


on the road close to it, so he need not stop his 


car or go out of his way one step as he throws 
the bag in; it would cost the Postal Depart: 
ment nothing to continue the service as he- 
fore. We consider we are entitled by the 
taxes paid by us alone to State and Federal 
Governments, to be given this considera- 
-tion at least. We would be pleased if your 
support is given us in this matter to see we 
have a daily loose-bag thrown out at the gate 
for the convenience of the eight families 
served by the mail. 


A 
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These people had a mail service for forty ; 


years, and yet they cannot even secure to- 
day the concession of a loose-bag. 

Mr. Sampson.—Are they on the mail 
route? ais 


Mr. JOWETT.—Yes, on the main 
road from Avoea to Natte Yallock. Those 


who have spent most of their lives in the 
city as a rule do not realize what a coun- 
try post-office means to the people within 
a radius of 4 or 5 miles. In addition to 
the facilities which it affords for com- 
munication with outside centres, it is the 


daily meeting place for all in the dis. 


trict who are socially inclined, and 
anxious to hold sweet communion with 
each other. What would civilization be 
without reasonable opportunities for 
social intercourse? I protest against 
the closing of these country post- 
offices, and hope that action will speedily 


be taken to remove this cause of com- — 


plaint. I have here a letter addressed 
to me by Mr. Packham, the secretary of 
the Newbridge branch of the Victorian 
Farmers Union. Newbridge is a town 
on the Loddon, and I recommend it to 
any of my friends who desire to spend # 
pleasant holiday. Mr. Packham writes— 


Your letter of Ist instant to hand re tele- 
phone service at Llanelly. We have not heard 
anything further from the Department in re- 
ference to our application for connexion with 
railway station. We are disgusted and dis- 


‘heartened, and have almost given up hope of 
be- 


anything being done in the matter. On 

half of this branch, I wish you success in 
your undertaking. : 
The convenience for which the people of 
Newbridge ask is only a small one from 


the stand-point of the Department, but — 


it is of great importance to these people. 
_ Mr. Grason.—I have more letters deal- 
ing with such matters than even the hon- 
orable member has received. : 


Mr. JOWETT:—I have no doubt that 


my honorable friend, another representa- 
tive of the Farmers’ Union in this House, 


could produce a thousand letters com- 


plamimg of the reduction of mail and 
telephone facilities. 
which I have received from Mr. A. T. 
Edwards, of Glenorchy— oe 
There is great dissatisfaction expressed by 
residents over the present mail system. For- 
merly we had a-mail daily twice to and twice 
from Glenorchly, but during the war this wae 


altered to one mail only each way. iy . 


Here is a letter 
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ehesantstore were nde: to. he De- 
partment, and the reply received was 
that it was considered that the present 


: ~ mail service to and from Glenorchy was 


satisfactory. Glenorchy is not a mere 


‘hamlet, but a town of considerable im- 


portance. | 

Mr. Cuanter.—There are many larger 
towns that have not a daily mail service. 

Mr. JOWETT.—That is- no justifica- 
tion for the reduction of the mail service 
in this case. I come now to a complaint 
relating to the township of Emu, which 
is situated between’ St. Arnaud and 
Dunolly, ~I have been trying for some 
time to secure for this township telephone 
communication, and feel very much hurt 
at the failure of the Department to pro- 
vide it. Here is a letter that I have re- 
ceived from a.resident on the subject— 
_ We have heard nothing about our applica- 
tion for a public telephone at Emu, except the 
correspondence through you. We have had 
another instance of the great. need for- it again 


- last week. Mr. Hugh Cameron, of Dalyenong 


_—it is most likely you know him— 


I was acquainted with him for thirty 


. years— 
was taken to St. Arnaud Hospital with in- 


fluenza. . His friends wired his brothers on 


"Tuesday, but not coming for. their mail that 
_ day, they missed getting same, 

nothing of his condition until Wednesday, and 
he died on the Thursday. The point I would 


apa 


and knew 


like to bring before your notice is, had there 


been a telephone at Emu, St. Arnaud could 
have called some one to go out to Dalyenong 
to tell them of the state of their brother. This 


- is one of the many instances which has lately 


oa adequate postal facilities. 


occurred at Emu. Thanking you for your try- 
ing to get this matter fixed up, 


I am, yours sincerely, 
Peerts ONES, 
Hon, Sec. Emu Progress Association. 

I think I have quoted sufficient griev- 
ances to satisfy honorable members that 
we must have a radical alteration in the 
administration of the Postal Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).— The ‘honorable member’s 
time has expired. ce 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3.385].— 


. This is a very belated attempt by the 


honorable member to draw attention to 
the difficulties experienced by people who 
are living in country districts in getting 
Theso eriev- 


. Grampians 


ances have not arisen suddenly. The dis- 
abilities of country people in this respect: 
throughout the war have ‘been - tre- 
mendous, but we have heard nothing 
from . the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) during the 
last few years; he has been a 
docile and dumb supporter.of the Govern- 
ment. J wonder to what extent the pre- 
sent ardour of the honorable gentleman 
is due to the fact that the Victorian 
farmers are beginning to assert them- 
selves, as they should have done long ago. 
What the honorable member has said this 
afternoon is in distinct contradiction of 
the resolution which he and his fellow 
members of the National Caucus unani- 
mously carried, expressing hearty ap- 
proval of the admirable manner in which 
the Government were administering bee 
affairs of the country. uy 
Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [3.37]—I con- - 
gratulate the honorable 
(Mr. Jowett) 
brought this matter before the House. 


People in country constituencies are suf- 


fering great disabilities on account of the — 
recent action of the Postmaster-General — 


(Mr. Webster) in curtailing telephonic 


facilities. The four principal things 
which contribute to make life in the ~ 
country tolerable are railways, post- 
offices, telegraphs, and telephones. _ 
Mr. Fremine.—And bank overdrafts. 
Mr. PIGOTT.—The bank overdraft 
puts energy into us. As the representa- — 
tive of Calare, I have received from the — 
Postmaster-General’s Department thirty 
notices stating that the hours of various 
post and telephone offices will be cur- 


tailed. The departmental officials might — 


have shown a httle more judgment in ar- 
ranging this reduction of hours. 
Farmers and graziers are engaged in the 
field all day long. They may return to 
their homes at noon for lunch, but be- 


_ tween the hours of noon and 1 p.m. the 


telephone offices are closed. They are In 
the field again till 6 ‘and 7 o’elock, but 
the telephone office is closed at 5 o clock. 
The Department should endeavour to ar- 
range that, the offices shall be open at 
such hours as will serve the convenience 
of the settlers. 
will be open between the hours of 9 a.m. 


member for — 
on haying ~ 


The office at Gregara 
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and noon, and between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
The office at Mount McDonald will be 
closed at 5 o’clock, and if a man at that 
place wishes to communicate with an- 
other at Gregara he is unable to do so, 


because when his office is open the other. 


is closed. 

Tt is high time that some of the trunk 
lines were completed. There is a 
trunk line between Cowra and Blayney 
which is used also’ by the smaller cen- 
tres, I have been delayed for two or 
three hours at Blayney until all the mes- 
sages on the trunk line have gone through. 
If the Department would erect separate 
lines to deal with local business, a very 
desirable expedition would result. I 
admire the Postmaster-General for domg 
his best to economize. Up to a certain 
point he has done very well,” but he 
seems to think that the purpose of the 
Postal Department is to make. big pro- 
fits and pay them into the Treasury. If 
he can make his Department pay, he 
may rest satisfied; there is no need to 
make profits at the expense of the 
country people. I find that in the year 
ended 30th June, 1917, the Department 
was run at a net loss of £117,146. In 
1918 it showed a profit of £564,527. That 
profit wiped out the previous deficit of 
£117,600, aud left a net profit for the 
two years of £387,381, after paying in- 
terest-on capital. 
I find that £168,896 was made by the 
postal branch, and £121,844 by the tele- 
phone branch. Telephone exchanges, 
including the small country systems which 
are being curtailed, showed a-profit of 
£77,276. - I am not disposed to sweat 
employees in small country offices. I 
-Jmow that often they have to do the 

telephone work in conjunetion with their 
other duties. But if they are underpaid, 
increase their salaries out of the profit of 

£564,000. According to the Postmaster- 
General’s report, there are 7,144 allow- 


ance offices. If the Minister were to give - 


to each officer in charge of those estab- 

 jishments an average increase of £10 per 

annum it would mean an increase in ex- 

penditure of £71,440. That would be 

more than covered by the profit made by 

the small local exchanges. I remind hon- 
Mr. Pigott. 


Analyzing the profit, 
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orable members that when the honorable : 
member for Darwin (Mr. Spence) was 
Postmaster-General, he informed the 
House that the Postal Department was 
being run at a loss of £500,000, the 
whole of which was incurred in the — 
cities. In order to recover that loss, 
the present Postmaster-General (Mr. 


gard to the fact that the country offices 
were paying, any increase in charges 
should have taken place in the big centres. 


in which the loss was being incurred. — ; 


For twenty-six. years I have lived in 
Blayney, a town in New South Wales, — 
with a population of about 2,000 per- — 
sons, and I know the disabilities that 
country folk experience. - 3 
are being charged increased rates in 
order to make the Postal Department. 
pay. It does pay; the deficit has been 
wiped out. We do not desire that the 


Department shall be operated for the | 


purpose of making big profits. 
For a number of years. provision has 


been made on the Estimates for improve- — = 


ments to be effected at certain country 
post-offices. I know that the war inter- — 
fered with the work, and for that reason — 
we did not worry the Postmaster-General. 
At Cowra the post-office is so small that 
the officials are cramped, and in summer- 
time are almost baked by the heat. An 
amount for the improvement of that office 
has been on the Estimates for years, and 
I urge the Government to proceed with — 
that work. Many country offices are in — 
the same condition, and I am determined 


to compel the Government to do some- 
thing to relieve the postal and telephonic 


disabilities of country districts. © soe 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3.47].— 


The honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett) is to be commended for 
having brought this matter before the 
The time of Parliament is not — 


House. 
wasted in making a plea for greater con- 
sideration for the people resident in 
country districts. To some extent, the 
Postmaster-General (Mr. Webster) has 
done well in making the Postal Depart- 
ment self-supporting. I have always — 
urged that every business Department of 
Government should be made self-support- 


Webster) has increased the telephone the. 
charges in country districts. Having re- 


These people 


en. a <i 


eT - - nome . 5 
| Sirs 


ft ing, and I recognise that the. Minis- 


~ 


_ partment in rural areas; 


to economize ; in any case, 


__ ter, during his time in office, has done his 
a - _ best to bring about that: result. 


In 
bee so, however, some hardships have 
been inflicted on country residents, and 
I am sure that when the Minister is made 
aware of them he will see that Just 
grievances are rectified. Very’ many 
changes have been»made in connexion 
with the operations of the. Postal De- 
some, no doubt, 
were absolutely necessary, but others 
have greatly inconvenienced the people. 
In many eases the postal delivery has 
been suspended. That has happened to 
a number of districts in my electorate. 
“One district had enjoyed a postal de- 
livery at least thirty years, and although 
there has been no diminution in popula- 
tion, the Department suddenly discon- 
tinued the delivery. I do not think the 
Postmaster-General is justified in cutting 
off the facilities in the country in order 
the actual 


- economy resulting from the stoppage of 


the mail delivery: is not very great. As 
the honorable member for Calare (Mr. 
- Pigott) has pointed out, the last report 


a of the Department showed a good surplus 


of revenue over expenditure, and, there- 
_ fore, it does not seem necessary to re- 
strict postal facilities to the extent that 
eo Minister has done. The Postmaster- 
_General might consider whether he is 
peated. in cutting off the mail deliveries 
in districts that have enjoyed that con- 
venience for upwards of twenty years. 
If we were justified in having a delivery 
for all those years, there can be no reason 
for curtailing the facilities in that direc- 
tion now. 

There has been a great difficulty dur- 
ing the war in obtaining the material for 
telephones, and probably there is great 
difficulty to-day; but the fact remains 
that the telephone services in country dis- 
tricts are not all that could be desired. 
Many things done by the Department ‘in 
connexion with telephones do not meet 


with the approval of country residents. 


Ti has been pointed out by other speakers 
that during certain hours it is impossible 
‘to get the use of some telephones. We, 
as a Parliament, must realize that the 


2 people in country districts are remote 
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from centres of population, and prac- 
tically isolated. They are the pioneers of 
‘he country, and everything should be 
done to give them every possible facility 
to bring them into closer touch with the 
larger centres of population. Nothing is 
more needed in country districts than 
telephone connexion, particularly in cases 
of sickness. Residents may have to send 
miles for a doctor, and there may be a 
difficulty in getting the use of a telephone 
just when it is required. We should en- 
deavour to make the telephones available: 
at all times, so that in cases of sickness 

ople can summon a doctor at once. If 
that is done, the doctor can often, with 
his car, be on the spot before a messenger 
would have reached him. I give the Post- 
master-General credit for economizing, 
but. this is one of those matters where 
he has, perhaps, overdone it, or gone a 
little further than he intended. He does 
mot realize the difficulties under which 
country people are labouring in conse- 
quence of his policy of economy. Repre- 
senting a country district as he does, 1. 
am. sure that he only: needs to be ap- — 
pealed to to look into this matter and see- 


if anything can be done in justice to these ee 


people. oe 
Another question arising out of seles 


policy of economy is the treatment of the 


officials in the post-oftices. Many postal — 
officials have complained to me of late 
years that they are overburdened with 
work and cannot stand the strain much — 
longer. JI am assured that many men in 

the postal service are on the verge of a 
breakdown owing to their close applica- 
tion to their work. We do not want that 
sort of thing. We only want men to do 
what is fair. If we consider the legisla- 
tion we have passed in this chamber dur- 
ing the last seven or eight years, we must 
realize the great amount of additional 
work that. has been cast on the postal 
officials. The payments for old-age, in- 
valid, and war pensions, and military 
pay have to be made by the postal 
officials, in addition to the work which 
they formerly did. It is evident, there- 
fore, that a big extra burden has been 
placed on them. Whilst we ought to 
economize, and I give the Postmaster- 
General credit for what he has done in 
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a that direction, do not let us go to the 


other extreme of practically sweating our 


employees. , 

1 wish also to bring under the notice 
of the Minister the position of those con- 
ducting semi-official post-offices. I doubt 
whether they get the remuneration to 
which they are entitled. A certain scale 
of payment was fixed for them, which 
may have been raised slightly lately, but 
in most cases the amount of remunera- 
tion always appeared to me inadequate 
for the work performed. In view of the 
inereased cost of living, which means a 
good deal to these people, something 
should be done to liberalize their allow- 
ances. They ought to have a fair in- 
crease of salary commensurate with the 
increase in the cost of living. It is not 
fair to expect our public servants, who 
give their time in the public mterest, to 
maintain their positions on the salaries 
which obtained when living was 30 or 40 
per cent. cheaper than it is to-day. I 
urge the Postmaster-General to take all 
these matters into consideration with a 
view to doing justice, as I know he will 
endeavour to do, to country residents and 
postal officials, 

Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) |3.55].—I 
am pleased to have the opportunity of 
speaking on this motion, although it 
came somewhat as a surprise to me to 
find the business of the House taken out 
of the hands of the Government by one 
who took such a keen delight in express- 
ing his appreciation of the Government. 
However, the opportunity is a good one 
to say several things that ought to. be 
said. [ asked the Treasurer (Mr. 
Watt) a littl while ago whether, 
when the Budget was being con- 
sidered, he would favorably consider 
the placing of a sum on the Estimates 
for the purpose of giving better facilities 
to the people in the country. I think 
that is the attitude we onght to take up. 
Apparently, the policy of the Gavern- 
ment is that the Postal Department must 
- pay; but any one who takes an interest 
in Australia must realize that there is an 
obligation on this Parliament to provide 
facilities for the people who are pioneer- 
ing the back country. In no other coun- 
try in the world would Parhament 
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that office, so far as the back coun- 
try in my electorate is concerned, 
we have had nothing but trouble. 
I cannot understand, I do not know 
whether to call it the assurance, or 
the audacity, or the senility, with which 
the Postmaster-General sent a circular 


letter to me telling me that Western Aus- 


tralia is a country with no complaints. — 

Mr. Wesstrr.—lIt is quite true. © 

Mr. GREGORY.—Ii is absolutely un- 
true, because for the past four years I 
have been doing nothing else but bring 
complaints before the honorable member. 
J wish to show the House something of 
the honorable member’s administration. 
It is the duty of the Government to try. 
to ameliorate the conditions 
pioneers. I have instances of the way — 
the Department has treated men who are 
40, 50, or even 100 miles out in the bush. 
In one instance, the State spent £250,000 
in constructing a railway, roads, and 
water supply to open up a new territory. 
It would have cost the Postmaster- 
General £5,500 to give those people a 
telephone. He refused it. If an acci- 


dent or sickness occurs, they have to send > 


from 50 to 100 miles for a doctor. If a 
breakdown in the machinery takes place. 
days must elapse before they can send 
to the city to obtain new parts. We 


have had trains running on that line once e 


a day; but the Postmaster-General re- — 
fused to have mails carried on it until 
the State offered’ to carry them for 
nothing. I received this telegram:— __ 

Premier Western Australia agrees carry 
local mails to and from stations between 
Wongan Hills and Mullewa free for time 
pending preparation new agreement. 
being issued 
(Signed) OXENHAM. 


Instructions 


We had to carry the mails free on that : 


line for the purpose of getting a mail — 
service, say, three times a week. - 

I wanted a telephone for a place called 
Belka, 103 miles from Bruce Rock. The 
railway was there, the posts were there 
to put the telephone wire on, and the 
permission of the Railway Department 
was obtained. It would have cost the 
Postal Department £340 to give the ser- 


of the ~ an 


accordingly. 


_ 
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vice, but they told us that aie if we 
made them a present of £310 might we 
get it. In another instance, away out from 
- Carnarvon, amongst the: station people, 
who were quite prepared to meet the 

Department and put up a deposit, they 
- were told that they would have to pro- 
vide a deposit of £682 10s. 10d., which 
was equal to ten times the estimated de- 
ficiency That is the way they got.their 
telephone. 

I have had letter after letter with re- 
gard to mail services. In one in- 
stance the people were told by circular 
letter that if they subscribed £8 odd each 
per annum they would have a monthly 
mail service. In another little country 
district where there was a deficiency of 
£40 a year on their service, they were 
told that if they contributed £20 a year 
‘they could have the service continued. 

Mr. Grpson.—No wonder there is a 
surplus ! 
Mr. GREGORY.—Surplus or no sur- 
_ plus, surely that sort of thing is not 
necessary. The honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) pointed out the 
trend of population to the big cities. It 
is inimical to the best interests of the 
country to have the people crowding 
into the cities. It is the wealth produced 
- in the back country that keeps the cities 
_ going, and we all feel that some conces- 
sion should be made to the man who goes 

out back; but he does not get it. All 
the consideration is for the man in the 
city. The position is quite different in 
regard to places which get one or two 
mails a day. Surely the people I am 
speaking of should be allowed to have a 
fortnightly or monthly mail without all 
these obstacles being placed in their way. 
To show the desire of the Department 
to drag every little thing they can out 
of those who go into the bush, let me 
give the case of a man on a station about 
60 miles south of Port Headland, and near 
the Port Headland-Marble Bar line. 
The Department have to carry the mails 
on that railway and pay the freight. 
This man had his private bag. There 
was no post-office near, and he would 


have to send in every week and 
meet the train to get his mail. 
He, naturally and fairly, pays £1 
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Is. a year to have a private mail bag, 
but the Department charges hnn £3 
3s. also for the freightage on_ his 
mau, although it carries the mail further 
along to the next place without any 
extra charge. People in the cities get 
their mails without paying freight on 
them, but this man, who has to send 14 
or 15 miles to pick up his bag and re- 
turn with it in.time to catch the train 
on its return journey, not only pays 
£1 1s. a year for his bag, but is charged 
£3 3s. extra for freightage. There 
have been many instances of the same 
nature brought under my notice. 

Mr. Roperrs.—lt is really additional 
taxation. 

Mr. GREGORY.—It is, and absaia aly, 
unfair taxation. The Government sub- 
sidizes a mail-boat to carry mails around 
the coast, but immediately a man goes 
into the interior and begins to produce 
some wealth, he is asked to pay a special 
tax. The 13d. stamp should carry a 
letter to any part of this country. If 
there is to be a distinct and determined 
policy on the part of the Government that 
the Postal Department shall pay, then 
it is the duty of this Parliament to insist 
that a special vote be granted to the 
Minister for the purpose of providing for 
non-paying services. I have spoken to ~ 
many honorable members on the Oppo-— 
sition side on the subject, and the great 
majority of them would strongly support 
a vote of that kind. When I discussed 
the matter with the Minister, he pooh- 
poohed the idea. | 

Mr. Sampson.—tt is often done by the 
States in connexion with railways. 

Mr. GREGORY.— Most decidedly. 
The honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
Charlton) says that all these services 
should pay; but I do not agree with him. 
How can new country be opened up by 
means of a railway line if the line is 
expected to pay at once? In the early 
stages of a railway, where development 
is proceeding slowly, the line will not pay. 
What pays is the addition to the general 
wealth of the community. It is the 
people in the cities who profit by the 
development of the back country. 

Mr. CHaruton. —Exactly; and they 
should be made to pay for it. Shy gees 
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- Mr. GREGORY.—It is only last year 


that the Sydney metropolitan telephone 


service paid. In 1915-16 there was a loss 


of over £100,000 on the Sydney telephone - 


system alone. I do not find fault with the 
administration generally, but I hope that 
this discussion will do some good, and 
that the Minister will, realize that the 
whole Parliament is desirous ef giving 
concessions to people in the bush. It is 
only right, when the Budget is being pre- 
pared, that money should be procured 
in order to provide the facilities that have 
been clamoured for during the past four 
years, and give to the producer some of 
the benefits of civilization. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN  (Kden- 
Monaro) [4.5].—I am waiting anxiously 
to hear what the Postmaster-General (Mr. 
Webster) has to say. I totally disagree 
with the honorable member for Hunter 
(Mr. Charlton) that the Post and Tele- 
graph Department should be a paying 
concern. It is not intended to be a big 
business Department, but to extend the 
benefits of civilization to the people in 
the back-blocks. People in the cities com- 
plain if they do not get three deliveries 
a day, but every week of my life there 


are brought under my notice intimations 


from the Department that services in the 
country are to be cut down. Between 
Araluen and Moruya, for instance, there 
has been a daily service for the last fifty 
years, but now it is proposed to be cut 
down to three times a week; and this is 
not an isolated case, for my experience is 
that of every country member. Itis a 
foolish policy to wring money out. of the 
people on the outposts of civilization in 
order to show a departmental surplus. 

Mr. Wesster.—How can we wring 
money out of people where services do 
not pay, and where money is lost? 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Money 
can be wrung out of people by asking 
them to make contributions of £2 or £3, 
or even as low as £1, towards the cost of 
. the services which otherwise are cut off. 


I have known the Department pull the. 


telephone wires off posts because the 
people in the district would not contribute 
by way of subsidy. It cannot be charged 
against the country workers for the Postal 
_ Department that they ask exorbitant pay 


for their services, because it is not un-. 
usual for some of them to even do the. 
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work for nothing, and many in charge of 
small offices work for eight or ten hours 


a week for a remuneration of £4 or £5 a 
year. | ere 
A man with a small station or farm, 


who has a telephone, uses it mainly to 


communicate with his agent in town re- 
garding prices and so forth, but even in 


such cases the time during which the tele- 


phone may be used has been curtailed, 


so that there is no communication when 


the man returns to his home after 5 or 6 
o’clock in the evening. Under such cir- 
cumstances it is no wonder that we have 
the people coming from the country into 
the towns, as shown by the figures quoted 
by the honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett). When I was in charge of 
the Department, and I could not afford 
posts, I caused the wires to be attached 


to trees and fences, earning for that the 


title of the ‘‘ bush telephone’’; and 
every means ought to be adopted to keep 
these people in the back-blocks in touch 
with their fellow creatures. Of course, I 
know that the Department is too big for 
any one man to manage to every detail, 
but I do blame the Postmaster-General for 
not seeing that all these matters are at- 
tended to by his officers. Then we have 
this stupid system of centralizing every- 
thing in Melbourne; indeed, if things go 
on as they are we shall be compelled to 
come to Melbourne to buy a stamp. Per- 
haps when we get to.our legal home at 
Canberra we shall secure better admini- 


stration, even in the matter of postal and 


telegraphic facilities. . 

Mr. Jowetr.—I like the 
¢¢ legal 3? ! 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—TI, would 
not be in order, but I could prove that 
we, as a Parliament, are illegally in Mel- 
bourne to-day, and presently I may pro- 
pose, in order to test the question, that 


we put in our attendance at Canberra. 


Perhaps the greatest shock that the re- 
port of the Postmaster-General gave me 


was in connexion with the big surplus 


shown. As a matter of fact, there ought 
to be no surplus; if people pay for facili- 
ties the money ought to be used in im- 
proving the services, which I may say are 


not as good as they were ten years ago. 


Mr. Cuariton.—If that money were 
so expended, the Department might be 
still self-supporting. Shes 
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Mr... AUSTIN. CHAPMAN.—Some 
honorable members suggest that the 
_ charges should be increased, but we all 

know that in normal times, in every 
country, penny postage in three years or 
so has resulted in a greater aggregate re- 
venue than twopenny postage. It is not 
‘increased charges, but the volume of busi- 
ness, that earns the revenue. 


Mr. McDonatp.—But the expenses in- 
crease. 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Not in 
proportion. The truth of what I am 
going to say can be found on reference to 
the case of Canada and other countries 
when the charge for postage was re- 
duced. JI know, of course, that under 
war conditions there has been. difficulty 
in obtaining material, and I am pleased 
to congratulate the Postmaster-General 
on his efforts to meet the position. 
IT do hold the honorable member 


_ responsible, however, for cutting down 


the services. If this sort of thing goes 
on, we shall find Australia in the position 
of some recently discovered country with 
no inhabitants beyond the fringe of the 
coast. Honorable members may laugh or 
sneer, but this is a serious matter. We 
know that in the country districts the 
_ arrival of the mail is an event bringing, 
as it does, newspapers, and keeping up 
a@ connexion with the great centres of 
population. The Postmaster-General is 
certainly responsible for -the insane idea 
of building up a surplus by means of 
cutting down conveniences. During the 
last five years the services have been re- 
duced, and the charges increased mate- 
rially, and the latest move is to abolish 
the lettergrams which were established, 
I believe, by Mr. Agar Wynne, when he 
was Postmaster-General. Under this 
system telegrams of forty words for one 
shilling can be sent during the slack hours 
of the night, and delivered with. the 
letters next morning, and this is certainly 
a great convenience. It is the policy of 
the Department I complain of. I do 
- not blame the Postmaster-General for in- 
_ dividual acts, but for not controlling the 
policy, which appears to me to be to cut 
down facilities at the expense of the 
country people especially. 


In past years, under good conditions, 
contractors’ services were cut’ 
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down to bedrock, and very often 
those employed do not get a living 
wage for carrying the mails. When 
chaff rose from £2 10s. to £10 a 
ton, and other fodder in proportion, 
it was pointed out that the men so 
employed were deserving of some con- 
sideration ; but, although for months past 
I have been in communication with the 
Department on matters of the kind, 
nothing is done. It is absurd to tell men 
who are working for the Government at 
a loss, perhaps, of £2 or £3 a week, to 
look at the great surplus that has been 
heaped up. The Minister has to consider 
not so much the people in the cities, as 
those in isclated places, and where postal 
officials are very poorly paid. Of such 
people he has had more experience, per- 
haps, than any man in the House, and, 
therefore, I appeal to him to treat them 
as they ought to be treated, for they are 
the real backbone of the country. = 

Mr. WEBSTER (Gavydir—Postmaster- 
General) [4.15]—I have no objection to 
raise to the course adopted by the honor- 
able member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) 
in bringing this subject before the House. 
My life for the past four years has been 
practically devoted to a maximum of 
work and a minimum of talk, so that I 
have had very little to say in the House 
on postal matters. 


The speeches made to-day, when 
analyzed, are contradictory in them- 
selves.. Honorable members suggest addi- 


tional facilities, and. urge the carry- 


ing on: of unprofitable services, and 
yet, at the same time, they de- 
sire the Department to be run on 


business lines. So far from the posi- 
tion in postal matters being worse to- 
day than it was formerly, there are 
concessions that never were enjoyed be- 
fore. In the days referred to by the hon- 
orable member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. 
Austin Chapman), mail services had to 
pay, or were not granted, whereas to-day 
the Department bears 50 per cent. of any 
loss incurred. The same may be said of 
the telephone branch, and, in some cases, 
as much as 60 per cent. of the loss is 
borne by the Department. It will be 
seen that the statements made in this 
connexion are not borne out by the 
actual facts. 
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Some honorable members, as I have 
said, urge that the Department ought to 
be so administered as to pay, though the 
degree to which it should pay has not 
‘been indicated. If I were to follow the 


advice of some honorable members, it. 


would be quite easy for the Department 
to slip into a deficit of £2,000,000 before 
we were hardly aware of the fact. It 
ought to be remembered that the bigger 
the concessions granted to 
the people or to individuals, the 
less there is left to do justice to 
others and the community generally. 
My policy has been to administer 
the Department in such a way as to cb- 
serve the Constitution of Australia; that 
is to say, I have tried to. give uniform 
concessions to all sections of the people. 

The constituency of the honorable 
member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), who 
has spoken so emphatically to-day, has 
received more concessions than have been 
received by all the other electorates in 
Western Australia. * 

Mr. Warxins.—Why should that be 
so? 

Mr. WEBSTER.—I am merely stating 
a fact, and, of course, the 
member represents a big country elec- 
torate. . 

The honorable member for Grampians 
said a good deal about depopulating 
country districts, and about the drift 
of people to metropolitan areas, but 
I contend that nothings has had a 
greater tendency to bring about that re- 
sult than the relaxation of the residential 
clauses in the land laws of the various 
States. It has permitted men to concen- 
trate blocks, taken up by families, into 
large holdings, so that agricultural dis- 
tricts are again reverting into the old 
condition of affairs when the land was 
held by few individuals, returning little 
revenue to the Postal Department. 

Continual re-adjustments must take 
place in administering the Department. 
Mining centres, which used to be thriving 
townships, have vanished, and the mail 
services which they were given in their 
prosperous days have had to go also. No 
honorable member would contend that I 
should continue, for the benefit of a few 
people and for the sake of getting a few 
shillings in revenue, a mail service which 
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would have to be provided for: ie town- . 


ship.’ To do so would mean depriving 


other localities of equitable treatment. — 
Wherever a large number of men have 


been employed at a forest saw-mill, postal. 
facilities have been provided. 


two people who remain as settlers on the 


cleared land cannot expect the same ser- 


vice as was provided for the saw-milling 
community. These two cases demonstrate 
how necessary it is to have constant re- 
adjustments. 


The man who is intrusted with the ad- 
ministration of the Postal Department, 


and is prepared to respond to every 
appeal made by honorable members 
regardless of what it may mean to 


the future of the Department or fo 
the future of Australia, will become 
popular. He will make a name for 
himself. But at whose expense? He 


can only do it at the expense of the gene- 


ral taxpayer. 


I am not seeking that 
popularity. 


I am simply endeavouring 


to do what is equitable and right between 


all parties. The equity of every regula- 
tion framed is properly assessed, and, 
when once it is gazetted, I endeavour to 


do what any Minister, who has regard for 


his Ministerial oath, should do—I try to 
carry it out equitably and fairly as be 


tween all parties concerned. There is no 


other course open to a Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, unless he is prepared to make “ ducks 
and drakes” of the policy of his Depart- 


ment. 


I wish to put a question to those gentle- 
men who are my critics, friendly, I admit. 
If the position that existed in the years 
1913-14 and 1914-15, when there were de- 
ficits of over £500,000 each year, had 
gone on for the four years of war, can 


they imagine what reductions would have: 


been necessary? They would have para- 


lyzed the whole of the facilities of the 
‘Department. Otherwise a tremendous in- 


crease in rates would have been necessary 
to meet the constantly growing deficit 


that formerly characterized the balance 


sheets of the Department. The situation 


was saved by exercising economy—not by 


reducing country services, but by the ap- 
plication of_clear and scientific economy 
in every way, by knocking off waste 
wherever it was discovered, and by lay- 
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ing down a better system for the future. 
Had that not been done honorable mem- 
bers would have been called upon to vote 
on a Bill to increase the postal rates to a 
very large extent; or their constituents 
would have been called upon to submit 
to a serious reduction of the facilities 
which they are now enjoying. I have 
avoided that possibility. I say it, with 
all modesty. However, one does not 
know what the year is going to bring 


' forth until the figures are totted up. I 


do not know how the figures will tot up 
this year, but I am hopeful that whatever 
saving is effected, it will be placed at my 
disposal for the provision of services 
which I deem to be essential for the well- 
being of the Department, and the welfare 
of its employees. 

Mr. Warxins.—Is not the Post and 
Telegraph Department the one to which 
Ministers look when they wish to effect 
a saving ? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—There is no other 


Post Office in the world, to my knowledge, 


lyimg departmental 


_ that renders the facilities at the price at 


which they are given in Australia to- 


day; no other that gives the concessions’ 


which are given in Australia to-day; no 
other that has not shown each year a 
profit on the working of the Department. 
All this talk about the principle under- 
administration in 
post-office management does not * cut any 


ice” when comparison is made with the 
_practice and custom of the world. 


Mr. Picott.—We are not. discussing 


- that matter; we are discussing country 


services, — 


Mr. WEBSTER.—I am _ discussing 
what is proper administration in a De- 
partment of this kind. I have listened 


-to the remarks of honorable members, 
_and.I have answered them in my com- - 
- munications to them. 


T say what I mean 
in my letters without any ambiguity; 
and even.if honorable members prefer to 
do so, there is no need for me to occupy 
the time of Parliament in replying to 


every little matter they choose to bring 
forward on behalf of their electors, 


During the war, there has been ab- 
normal expenditure in the Postal Depart- 
ment, amounting to considerably over 
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£1,000,000. _ That was paid out of re- 
venue, but not by cutting down country 
services. It is true that country services 
are being curtailed, but that is done in 
order to preserve other services for the 
people. Honorable members grumbled 
because I worked officers all day at a pit- 
tance; but when I seek to reduce their 
hours to something practicable, to some- 
thing that will enable them to devote the 
time off to some other purpose, and so 
that the pittance may be more like an 
adequate reward for the services they 
give to the Department, I am told that - 
I am endeavouring to rob the community 
of some facility. 


Mr. Orcuarp.—Cannot people use the 
telephone after hours if they pay special 
fees ? ee 


Mr. WEBSTER.—Of course, they can 
do it at any time. Honorable members 
forget that a little while after I took 
over the control of the Department, I ex- 
tended the closing hour of the telephone 
centres in farming districts from 6 o’clock’ 
p.m. to 8 o’clock p.m. in all offices that — 
could show a reasonable business within 
those extended hours, but it is all for- 
gotten. During the pre-war time, hon- 
orable members came to my predecessors, 
and pressed for all kinds of concessions. 
Some of them ought never to have been 
granted. They have not paid a tithe of 
what they cost. There are cases in which 
I have been asked to continue a receiving — 
postmaster at £5 a year, when he is no 
longer delivering letters to any person — 
but himself. That is not an uneommon 
occurrence. foo 

Debate 
order 119. 


- 


interrupted under ~ standing 


DISTRIBUTION OF WAR 
TROPHIES. 


Mr. MACKAY asked the Minister for 
Home and Territories, upon notice— 


1. Will he state what organization will be 
requested to undertake the distribution of war 
trophies in the various States of the Com- 
monwealth? 

2. Whether the representations made by hon- 
orable members on betialf of their electorates 
will be forwarded to such organization? 

3. Does the Minister agree with the opinion 
that.the distribution should be under Com- 
monwealth control only? 
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Mr. GLYNN.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 


low :— 

1. The basis of. and the organization for dis- 
tribution are being arranged by,the Australian 
War Museum Committee, which has control on 
behalf of the Commonwealth. The organiza- 
tion for distribution on declared principles 
within the States of trophies allotted to the 
States has not yet, but soon will be, finally 
determined. 

2. Yes. 

3. The distribution is to be under prin- 
ciples laid down by the Commonwealth, which 
have some regard for the desire of soldiers at 
the Front, that. the trophies captured by the 
units coming from the respective States should, 
as far as possible, go to the States from which 
those units came. 

The help of the States for detailed allotment 
to towns, districts, and institutions would be 
valuable; but, as stated, arrangements have 
not yet been made. 


Mr. CHANTER asked the Minister toe 


Home and Territories, wpon notice— 

1. Is it correct, as stated in the press on the 
lst instant, that the distribution of war 
trophies is to be made to the State Govern- 
ments only, such States being charged with 
the duty of allotting the trophies to various 
cities and towns? 


2. If such is the case, will the Minister direct 


that all applications already received by him 
shall be forwarded to the State to which they 
belong ? 

3. At what date is it intended to distribute 
the trophies? 


Mr. GLY N'N.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 


low :-— 

1. The precise method of distribution is still 
under consideration. It is intended, as stated 
in my answer to the previous question, that 
the War Museum Committee shall lay down 
principles for distribution of such trophies as 
are not required for the Commonwealth War 
Museum in the various towns, districts, and 
institutions. As soon as these principles are 
settled and arrangements completed, I. shall 
have pleasure in notifying the honorable 
member. 


2. A record has been kept of all applications, 


none of which will be overlooked. 

3. I am unable to say at present, but prob- 
ably distribution will be begun in the course 
of the next three months. It will probably 
continue for some time. 


INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND 
Fe | INDUSTRY. 
Mr. CORSER asked the Minister for 


Trade and Customs, upon notice— 
1. Whether it is a fact that little is known 


in the more distant States of the valuable” 


i nstitute of Science REPRESENTATIVES i 


official sctihnal of the inet Science. and 
Industry, and less is known of how to procure 
the same? 


2. Is it a fact that country booksellers are 
called upon to pay twelve months in advance 2 
for this journal as well as postage on copies? — 

3. Will he cause the journal to be better 
advertised, and improved methods aTIANEeE fore 


obtaining it? 


Mr. GREENE.—The answers rs n . 
honorable member’s questions are as foils a 


low :— 


1. Every effort is being made es popularize 
the journal of the Institute of Science and 
Industry throughout the Commonwealth. 

2-No. News agents can obtain copies om 


sale or return from Messrs. Gordon and Gotch, 


and are allowed the usual commission. 


3. Steps are being taken to make the journal o 


as well known as “possible. 


WHEAT POOL. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN asked the 


Acting Prime Minister, wpon notice— 


Can the Minister furnish the House with a — 


rough estimate of the amount.due, or to accrue, 
to the Wheat Pool on sales of wheat made to 
various buyers, 
growers, whose finances are involved on the 


is any, and if so what, surplus likely to be 
available after payment of the overdraft so 
frequently announced by the Wheat Board? ~ 


Mr, GROOM.—My colleague, the Act- 


ing Minister for Defence (Senator Rus- 
Chairman of the Wheat — 


sell) who is 
Board, will make a statement on this 
subject when moving the second reading 
of the Commercial Activities Bill in an- 
other place. 


RIFLE CLUBS. 


Grants—Favity Rirites AND 
AMMUNITION. 


Mr. CORSER asked the Treasurer, 


upon notice— aoe. 


Whether he will take into consideration, now 
that the war is over, the placing on the Esti- © 


mates of an amount equal to that provided 


before the war by way of grants or prizes to 


rifle clubs and associations of the Common- 


wealth to encourage returned soldiers and 
others to attend rifle practice, and mainte: 


the highest degree of efficiency? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Warr). —This : 


matter will be considered in connexion 


with the Estimates for 1919- 20, now whois: 


eed ae: 


so as to enable the wheat- — 


value of their scrip, to estimate whether there _ = 
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Rg Be MACKAY asked the Assistant 
_ Minister for Defence, wpon notice— 


1. Whether he will consider the necessity of 
thoroughly investigating the complaints made 
by members of rifle clubs in reference to faulty 
rifles and ammunition supplied by the Defence 
Department? 

2. Is there any reason why members of rifle 
clubs should not be allowed to purchase up-to- 
date rifles and accessories direct from the 
Ordnance Stores at cost price? 

3. Will the Minister inquire into the ‘condi- 

tions governing rifle clubs, with the object of 
placing same on a more satisfactory basis? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 7 

1. Apart from applications for replacement 
of rifle barrels, which were unobtainable owing 
to war conditions, very few complaints by rifle 
elubs in reference to faulty rifles or ammuni- 
tion supplied have come to notice. Any such 
complaints are thoroughly investigated as re- 
eeived. Special cabled inquiries have already 
been instituted with a view to obtaining sup- 
plies of long barrels from England. 

2. Rifle club members have generally favoured 
the retention of the long rifle in preference to 
the up-to-date short weapon, owing to the ad- 
vantages claimed for the former for target 

shooting. In any case, all latest pattern short 
rifles at present available are required for use 
of troops. Rifles, ammunition, &c., sold to 
rifle clubs are, under existing instructions, 
charged for at or below cost. 
8. If the conditions deemed unsatisfactory 
are stated, the matter will receive immediate 
consideration. : 


2 COMMONWEALTH STEAMERS. 
CARRIAGE OF Paper. 


Mr. JOHN THOMSON (for Mr. 
Fremrne) asked the Acting Prime Min- 
ister, wpon notice—. 

1. What amount of tonnage on the Common- 


wealth line of ships has been utilized by what _ 


is known as the American Paper Combine dur- 
ing the last three years? 

- 2. In view of the allegation that the above- 
-mentioned Combine has control of all shipping 
space for paper from the United States. of 
America and Canada to Australia, and that 
this is being used detrimentally to Australia, 
will the Government inquire fully into the 
matter with a view to terminating such 
control? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Warr).—The 
American Paper Combine is unknown to 
the Government. I may, however, state 
- that a contract was made by the Common- 
wealth Government Line of Steamers, in 


Commonwealth Steamers. [7 Aucust, 1919.]  —_—— Profiteering 
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1917, with Messrs. Carmichael and Com- 
pany, Sydney, for the carriage from 
Powell River, Canada, of 26,000 tons oz 
paper. Of this quantity, owing to the 
urgent necessity of sending vessels to the 
United Kingdom with foodstuffs, the 
steamers owned by the Commonwealth 
Government carried 15,325 tons. 


PROFITEERING. 


Mr. FENTON. (for Dr.. Matonry) 
asked the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms, upon notice— 


In view of the great increases in prices since 
the fixation of prices has been practically re- 
moved, will he request the Cabinet to issue 
instructions to their Departments to assist any 
State that is introducing legislation to prevent © 
profiteering in order to bring about a co- 
ordination between the Commonwealth and the 
States? ; ee 


Mr. GREENE.—Any application from 
a State for assistance, coming through 
the proper channels, will be given full 
consideration by the Government. — 


POSTMASTER-GEN ERAL’S 
DEPARTMENT. 


Conpurr Works—MaNnvuFACTURE OF C.B. 
TELEPHONES—ALLOWANCE TO. Marr 
CoNTRAOTORS. 


Mr. FENTON asked the Postmaster- 
General, upon notice— oe: 


_1. Whether it is a fact that conduit works 
(telephone undergrounding) are being held up, 
with consequent damage to plant and work 
already done, also causing the blocking of 
thoroughfares and the throwing out of work 
of a large number of men? 

2. If so, will the Minister take steps to have 
such work resumed at once? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— | 


1. It is a fact that conduit work is being 
held up; also, that a number of men are tem- 
porarily unemployed. Such is the result of 
action taken by three men (builders’ labourers), 
who refuse to work under the determination 
of the Court of Industrial Appeals, Victoria, 
[Ist February, 1919, which awarded 12s. per 
day as the wages payable to builders’ labourers. 
This has not been varied by the Court, and the — 
Department-would not be justified in complying 
with the demands made by the men until the 
said award is so varied. 

2. See reply to No. 1. 
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‘Mr. FENTON asked the Po 
General, upon notsce— 


1> Whether he is prepared, as a trial, to have 
500 C.B. wall or table telephones manufactured 
in Victoria by the mechanics in the telephone 
workshops? 

2. Is he prepared to consider a report from 
the men actually engaged in the industry as 
to the practicability of the manufacturing of 
telephone apparatus in the departmental work- 
shops? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


1. No. The cost of procuring and installing 
the necessary machinery would be such as could 
not be justified if the Department is to be 
carried on with due regard to economy. 

2. See reply to No. 1. 


Mr. CHANTER asked the Postmaster- 
General, wpon notice— 


1. Has he yet decided upon the numerous 
applications made to him on behalf of various 
country mail contractors that an allowance be 
made to them in consequence of the abnor- 
mally high price they are now compelled to 
pay for horse feed? 

2. If so, will he state in what form assist- 
ance is to be given? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The problem of re- 


lief to mail contractors in drought areas ~ 


is a complex and difficult one, as the 
degree of alleged loss varies in every case, 
involving analysis which would be costly 
and intricate. When I am able to pre- 
sent a conerete case to Cabinet I will not 
delay in so doing. 


WAR PENSIONS.  - 


Mr. FENTON (for Dr. Matonerr) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 

Will he have inquiries made, and supply a 


comparative statement for the information of 
the House, showing in. parallel columns the 


pensions with allowances of all kinds paid to 


soldiers and sailors and their dependants by 
- the Governments of Great Britain, the United 
States of America, Australia, and New Zea- 
land? 


Mr. GROOM.—An endeavour will be 
made to obtain the information desired 


by the honorable member, and to furnish 
hie with a reply as soon as possible. 


gtaee 


STATEMENT BY. MAJOR 
CHANTER?” (eas 


Mr. YATES asked the Ansar ‘Mine 


ister for Defence, upon notice— aa 


1. Has the Minister yet given considera 
to the statement handed to him by the henor- 


able member for Adelaide, to which he replied 


on the 11th July last, that he had “ perused ” act 


it? 


2. Has he yet obtained the accurate intornaes he 
tion required that Major J. C. Chanter made 


the statement that was published in a reputable 
daily paper, the Adelaide Register, on the 5th 
February, 1919? 


3. As the Minister has supplied the number : 


and text of the regulation governing this mat- 
ter, is it his intention to take any action? 


4. What was the reason that the Military 


authorities did not take any action at the 
time of the publication of the statement re- 
ferred to? 


Mr, WISE.—The answers to the bane 
orable member’s questions are as fol 


low :-— 
lw Yes: 


2. Major Chanter was called upon for a re- oe 


port, and has denied that he at any time 


knowingly made any statement to a member 


of the press. 


3. In view of the above, it is not considered | 


that any disciplinary action can be taken. 


4. The press cutting in question was not 


brought to the notice of the Central Adminis- 
tration until the matter was referred to by the 


honorable member for Adelaide in Parliament — 


on llth July. 


EXPORT OF HIDES AND 
LEATHER? +3 


Mt. TUDOR asked the Minister eine am 


Trade and Customs, wpon notice— 


In view of the serious situation that has 
arisen in regard to the present price of leather 
in Australia, will he say what conditions are 
at present operating in connexion with 
export. of hides and leather? 


Mr. GREEN E.—The Collector af Cue: | 


toms in each State has been instructed 


that permits for the exportation of both 
hides and leather may be issued, pro- — 
vided the leather inspector recommends 


exportation, and the Collector be satis- 


fied by statutory declaration in each in- 


stance that such hides and leather as ant 
is desired to export have been offered at 


current market rates to and declined by 
local manufacturers who use the class. of 


leather or niles concerned, Siege 


$ ly 


TAXATION OF SOLDIERS AND 
SAILORS. 


Mr. CHARLTON asked the Acting 


Prime Minister, wpon notwce— | 


from future taxation 


ous charitable institutions in Melbourne, 


Whether he will make provision to exempt 
income derived from 


personal exertion by sailors and soldiers who 
served in the recent war? 


Mr. POYNTON (for Mr. Warr).— 
This matter will receive the consideration 
of the Government. 


SURPLUS DEFENCE STORES. 


Mr. WISE.—On the 31st July the hon- 
orable member for Perth (Mr. Fowler) 
asked the following question :— 

It is reported in the press that woollen and 
other goods no longer required by the Defence 


Department are being distributed to the ae 
n 


view of the fact that no such distribution has 
taken place in some of the other States, not- 


ably Western Australia, will the Assistant 


Minister for Defence see that a similar allo- 


-eation takes place in all the States, on a pro- 


portionate basis? 


-T am now able to furnish the honorable 
ynember with 
‘tion :-— 


the following informa- 


Standing instructions that blankets and gar- 
ments of no further use for military purposes 
were to be distributed free to charitable in- 


stitutions in all States have been in existence 


since 1911, and have been re-promulgated from 


time to time since. 


Fleming) referred to the matter of the 


The Military Commandant, Western Aus- 
tralia, has been called upon for report on the 
assertion that no distribution has been made 
in that State. 


WAR MEDALS. 
Recognition oF “ Conpuctinc Work.” 


Mr. WLSE.—On the ist inst. the hon- 
orable member for Robertson (Mr. 


- recognition of the services of officers and 


non-commissioned officers who were en- 
gaged in what is known as “ conducting 
work.” [I am now able to state that— 


The conditions of issue of medals are con- 
trolled by the Imperial authorities, and ap- 


proved by His Majesty the King. 


The honorable member may rest assured that 
full consideration will be given by the War 
Office to all questions. 

The conditions of issue of the British War 
Medal have not yet reached Australia. They 
will be published as soon as they arrive. 
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WAR SERVICE BADGES. 


Mr. WISE.—-Yesterday the honorable 
member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce Smith) 
asked the following question :— 

Will the Assistant Minister for Defence con- 
sider the advisability of presenting a badge to 
women who went to the Front, and who were 
in the war zone, as something to indicate that, 
like the men, they have risked their lives? — 


I am now able to furnish the honorable 
member with the following informa- 
tion :— : 


The only women who proceeded to the Front 
with the Australian Imperial Force were mem- 


‘bers of the Australian Army Nursing Service, 


who are entitled to, and issued with, the re- — 
turned soldiers’ badge, under the same con- 
ditions as other Australian Imperial Force 
personnel, 

Members of the Australian Army Nursing 
Service who satisfy the conditions prescribed 
will receive the War Medals issued to other 
Army personnel. 


AUSTRALIANS. ENLISTED IN 
ENGLAND. 


Mr. WISE.—Yesterday the honorable 
member for Newcastle (Mr. Watkins) 
asked the following question :— 


Is the Assistant Minister for Defence aware 
that some of those Australians who were 
abroad at the beginning of the war, and rushed » 
to England to enlist, are now returning, and 
are not being given the same privileges as if 
they had enlisted here? One told me that he 
could not get even a pass to take him from 
the port where he landed to his home. 


I promised to make inquiries, and am 
now able to furnish the honorable mem- 
ber with the following information -— 


Returning Australians who have been serv- 
ing with the Imperial Forces are usually im 
possession of a “repatriation document ” 
issued by the Imperial authorities prior to 
their embarkation, which gives full particu- 
lars, including destination, of the individual 
On production of this form, the Defence De- 
partment issues the necessary railway or 
steamer warrant, also, in some instances, “ sus- 
tenance money.” Railway or steamer warrants 
are also provided for dependants travelling 
with the soldier. 

Similar railway privileges to those granted | 
to returning members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force are also granted by the State Go- 
vernment Railways in such eases. If the in- 
dividual referred to by the honorable member 
will apply to the Defence Department, his case © 
will be inquired into. sae 
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MORATORIUM: BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration  re- 
sumed from 6th August, wide page 
11299) : 

Second Schedule. 


The War Precautions (Active Service Mora- 
torium) Regulations 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs_-Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways and. Acting 
Attorney-General) [4.43]—I move— 


That after paragraph 9 the following para- 
graph be inserted :— 
9a.—(1) Notwithstanding anything con- 


tained in these regulations, any Court may, — 


upon the application of the mortgagor or pur- 
chaser made not less than one month before 
the date to which the payment of— 
(a) the principal money secured by a 
mortgage, or 
(b) the purchase money (or any instal- 
ment thereof) payable under an 
agreement, 
has been postponed under these regulations (in 
this regulation referred to as “the prescribed 
date for payment”) make an order, on such 
terms and conditions (if any) as the Court 
thinks fit, extending the date for payment of 
the principal money, purchase money, or in- 
stalment, as the case may be, for a further 
period of not more than twelve months, and 
may fix the intervals of time and rate at 


which interest is payable during such further 


period. 

(2) In this regulation “the Court” means 
the High Court, or the Supreme Court of a 
State, or a County or District Court, or a 
Local Court consisting of a special or ‘stipen- 
diary magistrate, 

(3) » An application under this regulation, 
other than an application to a Local Court. 
may be made on summons, which must be 
served on, or by motion, which must be noti- 
fied to, such persons as the Court considers 
entitled thereto, or ex parte in any case in 
which, by reason of- special circumstances, the 
Court considers such procedure to be just and 
equitable; and an application to a Local Court 
may be made on summons, which must be 
served on all persons affected by the applica- 
tion at least seven clear days before the day 
appointed for the hearing of the application. 

(4) An application under this regulation 
na not be granted unless the Court is satis- 

ed—— 

(a) that the obligation to repay the prin- 
cipal sum, “purchase money, or in- 
stalment, as the case may be, by 
the prescribed date for payment 
would involve serious hardship to 
the mortgagor or purchaser ; 

=k) that the conduct of the mortgagor or 
purchaser in respect of dealings with 
the mortgagee or vendor has not 


been such as to render him undeserv- . 


ing of the benefit or prou of 
this regulation; and 
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(c) that the granting a the: Spplicdtion’ 


would not seriously embarrass. the 
mortgagee or vendor. 


(5) The jurisdiction conferred on the ‘Court 


by this regulation may be exercised by a Jus- 


tice or Judge of the Court sitting either in» 
Court or in chambers, or, in the case of a Local 


Court, by a special or stipendiary magistrate. 
(6) The Court may make all such orders in 
the matter of the application, including any 
order as to costs, as, having regard to the ob- 
jects of these regulations and the ccircum- 
stances of the case, it deems proper: 
Provided that the costs of the application 


shall be borne by the applicant unless, from — 
the circumstances of the case, the Court thinks. 


fit to order otherwise. 
(7) The order of the Court upon any such 
application shall be final; 


the matter of any such motion, and no other 


proceeding under this regulation, shall be ap- 
pealed against, questioned, or reviewed in any 


manner whatsoever, or be restrained or re- 
moved. by prohibition, injunction, certiorari, 
or otherwise howsoever. 


(8) Where, in pursuance of this regulation, 


a Court has made an order extending for any 
period the date for payment of any instalment 


payable under any agreement, the Court may, — 


by the same or a subsequent order, extend for 
a like period the date for payment of any sub- 
sequent instalment payable under that agree- 
ment, and fix the intervals of time and rate at 
which interest is payable during that period. 


The effect of this amendment is to pro- 


vide that in cases of hardship arising 


under the active service moratorium re- 
gulations an extension may be made by 
the Court in favour of any person en- 
titled to make application. This provi- 
slon is similar to one made in the general 
moratorium rege lony, 


Mr. Tupor.—In what eeaneee does the 


amendment differ from the original pro- 
vision ? 


Mr. GROOM. = Under regulations 3 


and 4 of the second schedule the time for 
the payment of any principal moneys - 


secured by a mortgage of land contracted 
by a member or the female dependant of 


a member of the Forces before the date 


on which he became a member, or before 
1st January, 1916, whichever last hap- 
pened, is postponed so that the payment 
falls due six months after the cessation of 
the war, as declared by the Governor- 
General by proclamation, or six months 


after the discharge of the member of the 


Forces, or his death, before discharge, 


whichever last happens. This new regu- 


and no order or 
direction, whether interlocutory or final, in 


eto. 
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~ lation will give power to pts a. forther 


extension, so that in case of hardship an 


Ba extension for twelve months’ may be al- 
lowed. 


Amendment agreed to. . 
Second schedule, as amended, agreed 
Preamble. 


Mr. SAMPSON (Wimmera) [4.46 ].— 
T should like to be permitted at this stage 
to ask the Acting Attorney-General (Mr. 
Groom) whether, under the amendment 


which has just been made in the second 
- schedule, it will be necessary for an ap- 


plication for an extension of time to be 
heard in open Court. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney General) [4.47]—The proce- 


_ dure will be exactly the same as under 


_ the general moratorium regulations. 


Ap- 
plication may be made by motion in 


Court or by summons in chambers for 
“an extension of the time of payment for 
a period of twelve months on the grounds 
- of hardship. 


Mr. Sameson.—But will it be neces- 


sary in such a case to be heard in open 
— Court? 


Mr. GROOM.—It will be open to an 


applicant to proceed by way of motion in 
_ Court or by way of summons in cham- 


| | bers. 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4.48]. 


: ere we to understand from the Acting 


Attorney-General that an application for 


- an extension of the time of payment can- 


not be heard by a police magistrate in 
Victoria? 

Mr. Groom.—That is go. 

Mr. FENTON. — Has not a | police 


magistrate in Victoria the jurisdiction of 


2.8 stipendiary magistrate in the other 


States ? 
Mr. Groom.—In South Australia, for 


instance, what is known as the Local 


Court is presided over, not by a Judge, 
as in the case of the Victorian County 
Court, whieh has a similar jurisdiction, 
but by a stipendiary magistrate. 


--* Mr, FENTON.—IEf it is competent for 


a stipendiary magistrate in certain States 
to deal with such applications, “ why 


a ce should we not empower: police magis- 


p trates in Victoria to deal with them ? 


ein 1919. je 
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Mr. ee —Because they have a dif- 
ferent jurisdiction. The South Austra- 
lian Local Court and the Queensland Dis- 
trict Court have the same jurisdiction 
that the Victorian County Court pos- 
sesses. . 

Preamble agreed to. 

Title agreed to. 

Bill reported with amendments. 

Motion (by Mr. Groom) agreed to— — 

That the Bill be now recommitted for the 
reconsideration of clause 3 

In Committee (Recommittal) : 

Clause 3 consequentially amended, and, 
as amended, agreed to. 

Bul reported with further amendment 

Standing Orders suspended; report 
adopted. 

Tuirp ReEapine. ; 

Motion (by Mr. Groom) proposed— eh 

That the Bill be now read a third time. | 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4.52]. 
—I am not. satisfied with the ex- 
planation made by the Acting Attor- 
ney-General. (Mr. Groom) regarding 
the Court to which applications for 
extension of mortgages must be made. 
In Victoria the County Courts sit only 
at certain periods and in widely-separated 
centres, and many mortgagors who de- 
sire extensions will be required to travel 
long distances in order to attend the 
County Court at places like Ballarat, Ben- 
digo, and Hamilton, whereas if the Bill 
made provision for ‘these applications to 
be heard before a police magistrate the 
facilities would be greatly increased. 
When reading the schedule, I was of 
opinion that a stipendiary magistrate in. 
any State was equivalent to a police magis- 
trate in Victoria. The Acting Attorney- 
General stated, however, that a. sti- 
pendiary magistrate in South Australia - 
is a magistrate possessing powers. 
equal to those of a County Court Judge 
in Victoria. Of course, appearance in a 
County Court is much more expensive 
than appearance in a Police Court. In 
Victoria a police magistrate has charge of 
a certain circuit, and in most towns of 
any importance mortgagors will be able 
to readily submit their applications to a 
police magistrate, who, as a rule, is a 
person well trained in common law. By 
requiring that these applications be 
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heard in the County Court, we shall in- 
volve in considerable expense a large num- 


' ber of comparatively poor people who may 


desire to have their mortgages extended. 
I ask the Acting Attorney-General to 
further consider this matter, in order to 
see if he cannot have an amendment made 
in another place to provide that in Vic- 
toria, at any rate, a police magistrate 
- shall be able to hear the applications of 
men who have borrowed money and de- 
sire an extension of their mortagages. 

Mr. Wisr.—Probably all the applica- 
tions will be dealt with by affidavit before 
‘a County Court Judge sitting in Cham- 

ers. 

Mr. FENTON.—If persons in remote 
districts are required to take their appli- 
cations before a County Court Judge, 
they will be compelled to incur considér- 
able expense and loss of time. 

Mr. SAMPSON (Wimmera) [4.58].— 
I agree with the thonorable member 
for Maribyrnong (Mr.- Fenton) that, 


if these applications are restricted 
to County Courts, and the appli- 
cants must attend in person, great 


inconvenience and expense will be en- 
tailed. But if the whole of the work can 
be done by affidavit, and without personal 
attendance, my ob jection is removed. In 
a district like Wimmera, County Courts 
sit in only a few widely- separated centres, 
at which it will be expensive and incon- 
venient for many applicants to attend. 
Many persons would rather suffer the 
hardship of having their mortgage called 
up, and being obliged ta make a new 
arrangement, than attend personally 
in open Court, and disclose their whole 
business. Will the Minister. give the 
House an assurance that applicdiits need 
not attend personally ? 

Mr. Fenron.—In any case, what is the 
objection to allowing these cases to be 
ovr before a Police Magistrate? 

2 
Police Magistrates of Victoria are highly 
_ trained men, and fully competent to deal 


_ with any question of this kind. 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—They ‘are not 
_ all above suspicion. 

Mr. SAMPSON. —Their reputation is 
beyond suspicion. 

Mr, Paer.—Justices of the peace sit in 
Police Courts. 


_ able of dealing with these cases. 


SAMPSON.—I agree that the - 


Mr. SAMPSON.—Provision Sela he 


malde for these applications to be dealt 
with by a Police Magistrate exclusively. 


It is competent for applicants for an old- 
age pension to have their applications 
heard by a Police Magistrate, who for- 
wards his recommendation to the Com- 
consideration 


missioner. A similar 
should be extended to those who desire 
to apply for an extension of their mort- 
gages. If the Acting Attorney-General 
will assure the House that it will be com- 
petent for persons to make applications 
by affidavit, and that they will not be re- 
uired to attend the Court in person, my 
objections on the grounds of pu 
inconvenience and expense will 
answered. If, however, personal sehen 
ance is necessary, applications should be 
heard before a Police Magistrate sitting 
privately. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs ia 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [5.0]. — Ordinarily 
speaking, mortgages and matters of 


that kind are outside the jurisdiction ~ 


of Police Magistrates. We are seeking 
to get the cheapest possible tribunal cap- 


already provided that— 
In this regulation “the Court” means the 


High Court, or the Supreme Court of the 


State, or a County or District Court, or a 
Local Court consisting of a Special or 
Stipendiary. Magistrate. 

. .the jurisdiction conferred on the 
Court by this regulation may be exercised by 


a Justice or Judge of the Court sitting either A 


in Court or in Chambers, or in the case of a 
Local Court, by a Special or Stipendiary Magis- 
trate. 


Tf an applicant wishes to go into Court. 
and appear personally before a Judge, he — 


can take advantage of the County or 
District Courts, which sit fairly fre- 


quently. 
Mr. Sampson.—But in widely sepa 
rated centres. | 
Mr. GROOM.—In Victoria and in | 


Queensland, the County Court Judge sits 


We have 
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in Chambers all the year round, and ifa 


man so desires he may take out a sum- 


mons before a Judge in Chambers and 


have the case dealt with on ie affidavite 
and documents. A eee. 
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Mr. Sameson.—His personal | attend- 
ance will not be necessary 
_ Mr. GROOM.—Not unless he is 
_ subpenaed: As a rule, the machinery of 
_ the County Court is very simple. When a 
summons is taken out, the application is 
heard on the affidavits and documents, 
whether or not the applicant is in per- 
sonal attendance. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a third time. 


INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND 
INDUSTRY BILL. 


Ssconp READING. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [5.3].—I move— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 


“Jt is certain that henceforth the most 
_ powerful nation will be, not that which 


possesses the most extensive territory, nor 
that which has the largest population, but 
that which is most industrious, most skil- 
ful, best educated, most capable of utiliz- 
img all the means and forces that science 
can place at man’s disposal, anid which 
enable him to triumph over matter. The 


. greatest producer amongst nations may 


become the foremost power of the world.” 
_ Those words are taken from a report of 
-a French Commission on “technical educa~ 
- tion, which was issued in 1863. In a 
- recent article in an English magazine 
those words were quoted as particularly 
applicable to the present conditions of 
the United Kingdom. They are equally 
applicable to the present. conditions of 
Australia. In these post-war days, we are 
strongly urged to increase the production 


of the Commonwealth. We are assured 


that the burden of national debt will 
_ press heavily upon us, and that the only 
‘way to increase the standard of living 
and meet our national obligations is to 
increase our production. It is in the 
belief that science can aid in increasing 
production that this Bill is introduced. 
National prosperity depends upon. two 
things—our possession of natural re- 


sources, and ability to use them to the 


fullest extent. The natural resources 


that Australia possesses are well known. 
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There is a wide variety of climate, and 
great diversity of soil. Mineral de- 
posits are scattered throughout the 
continent. Almost any plant useful to 
man can be grown somewhere in Aus- 
tralia. What we should aim at are 
the utilization and conservation of our 
resources to the fullest extent possible, — 
and their preservation from destruction 
by pests or diseases of any kind. Our 
eapacity to use the natural resources 
which the Almighty has placed at our 
disposal depends upon two things—the — 
education of our people to engage in In-- 
dustries, and the possession of knowledge. 


. The highest knowledge should be avail- 


able, so that we may employ it in 
connexion with all the industries that we 
establish here. There is an increasing 
spread of technical edueation throughont 
the Commonwealth, The States are 
more and more taking up the develop- 
ment of agricultural education, and the 
general policy of Australia, through the 
States, is to educate and train the students 
in our schools more and more, and to in- 
erease more and more the practical and _ 
seientific side of education. But in ad- | 
dition to that, knowledge in its highest 
scientific form must be applied in con- 
nexion with industries. That know- 
ledge must be obtained by means of a 
properly constituted organization, which 
will enable the introduction as quickly as 
possible of the latest inventions and dis- 
coveries, the latest information ‘regarding 
experiments connected with plant life and 
diseases affecting animals and plants, and — 
the latest processes in connexion with © 
nfanufactures. The object of this Bill is 
to establish in Australia an institution 
which will assist to bring scientific know- 
ledge, information, and experience to 
bear upon the practical development of 
production and manufacture. That is, 
generally speaking, the object of the 
measure. 

A glance at the figures showing the 


production of Australia will indicate 
what this means to us. In 1916 our 
production represented a value _ of 


£270,427,000, made up in this way:— 
Agriculture, £60,207,000; — pastoral, 
£89,940,000 ; dairy, poultry, and bee- — 
farming, £26 949,000; forestry and- 
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Agharies. £5,505,000; mining, £23,621,000; 
and manufactures, £64,205, 000. How 
can production be "increased and. existing 
industries be preserved? Australia has 
large numbers of sheep, cattle, horses and 
pigs. It is our duty, not only to preserve 
these flocks and herds, but~ to increase 
them. They are liable to devastation 
by disease. The latest number of the 
Journal of the Institute of Science and 
Industry states that the tick pest alone 
represented a loss of something like 
£7,000,000 to the Commonwealth. If by 
some scientific means we can combat 
diseases of that kind 

Mr. Pace.—Have we not been trying 
for years in Queensland to find a remedy? 
Mr. GROOM.—I hope Queensland wall 
go on trying; but success has not yet been 
achieved. It is our duty to see if that 
heavy loss cannot be prevented. What 


we save by prevention is added to 
our wealth, and __ this applies to 
various forms of industry. It is well 


known that there is a large destruction 
of sugar-cane in Queensland by pests. 
The fruit-fly has affected various parts of 
Queensland, and put whole orchards out 
of cultivation. There are pests that affect 
the plant life of other States. Whatever 
can be saved by the aid of science will add 
to production, and enable us to bear the 
‘burden which we must inevitably face after 
the war. Almost every civilized country 
is now organizing some sort of Institute 
of Science, or increasing its Department 
of Agriculture, or some other branch of 
its governmental activities, in order to 
encourage research and promote the ap- 
plication of science. to industry. The 
United States of America Department 
of Agriculture was constituted as -far 
back as 1862. 

Mr. Arcutparp.—That is largely a 
State matter. 


Mr. GROOM. — It is essentially 
Federal, but it acts in complete co-opera- 
tion with the State Departments. © By 
working in complete harmony, the 
authorities in that country secure the 
highest form of efficiency. Since its es- 
tablishment, that Department has ac- 
quired immense prestige and influence. 
Its activities cover the whole field of 


agriculture, and it has become the world’s 
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greatest institution for that aati 
and advancement of that great industry. 


Its expenditure in 1916 was £5,608,308. 
It paid in salaries to its — 
£2,087 ,358. It is estimated ithat its 


total expenditure has been recouped to— 
the nation ten times over in the form of 


increased primary production. 


Mr. Pace.—All these big things hap- 


pen in America! 


Mr. GROOM.—I am glad to say that 


there are some big things in other parts 
of the world. 


In Canada, with a population of not 
more than 8 ,000,000, there has been 
established a large and influential De- 
partment of Agriculture, 
burses annually over £1,000,000. Com- 
petent Canadian authorities estimate 


that the work of that Federal Depart- 


ment has returned millions per annum to 
the nation in the form of increased pro- 
duction. | 

In the United icine for some 
time, things scientific were not as fully 
encouraged ag they might have been, 


especially in connexion with agriculture. 


In 1916, the money voted for the _ 
Board of Agriculture amounted only t 

£341,648, and for salaries to £146, 118. 
But on 23rd June, 1919, it was an- 
nounced in the press that the Imperial 
Government had established a Bureau of 
Agriculture, and proposed to spend 
£2,000,000 on agricultural investigation 
and research. This shows how the 


British authorities appreciate the value — 


of the application of science to industry, 
and thé necessity for expending Gey 
upon reséarch and investigation. 


This subject is not altogether “a new 


one in the Commonwealth of Australia, 


ag those who were in the first Parliament se: 


know. In the first Federal campaign in 
1901, 
wealth to take some action in this direc- 
tion was advocated on the public plat- 


form. In the House of Representatives, 


on the 28th June, 1901, Sir John . Quick . 


moved— 


That, in the opinion of this 
National Department of Agriculture and Pro- 
ductive Industries, on the same lines as that 
of the United States of America, ought to. be 
organized and maintained in connexion with 
the Government of the Commas eae 


offices, 


which dis- — 


the necessity for the Common- 


House, a 


a. We 
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Other members advocated the same idea. 


ihey included the then honorable mem- 
ber for Indi, now Mr. Justice Isaacs. 
My own father advocated it on the plat- 
form before he came into the House; 
and other members expressed the same 
view. On the 3rd November, 1904, the 
following motion was carried :— 


That, in the opinion of this House, in order 
to promote the primary industries of Aus- 


- tralia, a Federal Department of Agriculture 


ought to be established at an early date. 

That proposal. later on received the 
support of the Reid-McLean Govern- 
ment. The Deakin Government, in 1907, 
prepared a Bill, and a special memoran- 
dum was drafted setting out its purposes. 
This memorandum was issued on 31st May, 
1907. On 31st March, 1908, at Gympie, 
the Right Honorable Andrew Fisher, in 
his policy speech, expressed the opinion 
that we needed an Agricultural Bureau 
for the investigation of various matters, 
and the dissemination of information 
concerning them. The Bill came before 


the House in 1909, and again in 1913. 


These facts show that the idea under- 


lying this Bill is not of recent growth, 


but that such a measure has long been 


realized as a necessity. 
Mr. Tupor.—We carried the Bill to 


establish a Bureau of Agriculture. 


Mr, GROOM.—Yes, in this House, in 
1913; and I am showing that all parties 


_ were practically unanimous on the prin- 
ciple of investigation and research work 


in connexion with the Department of 


_ Agriculture. 


Mr. - Ropcers.—But, from what we 
know, this Bill is altogether different 
from that previous measure. 

Mr. GROOM.—The honorable mem- 
ber will realize that the condition of Aus- 


‘tralia in 1919 is not the same as it was 


in 1907; the whole country has moved, 
and there have been enormous develop- 
ments and expansion; but, in the main, 


this Bill covers the same ground as re- 


gards primary production. It is to be 
hoped that this Parliament will grow 
with the nation, and be prepared to meet 
the growing need and_ necessity of the 
Commonwealth. 

This is essentially a practical mea- 
sure. Honorable members know that 


11373 


many discoveries in science have been 
made in pure research work having no 
utilitarian object in view. In a recent 


work there is enumerated the practical 


inventions now in operation which were 
not the result of a deliberate intention to 
discover them, but are the results of in- 
vestigations In pure science. Amongst 
these may be enumerated wireless tele- 
graphy; the telephone, the aeroplane, 
radium, antiseptics and antitoxins, 
spectrum analysis, and the X-rays. But 
the object of the Ball is not to create an 
institution and appoint men to engage 
in research work without a utilitarian 
objective. Certain specific problems — 
exist, and experts will be engaged in 
scientific work with a view of finding 
a solution of those problems for 
the benefit of Australia. Australa 
will have to face its own problems, 
and have them solved by its own men. 
Other nations are similarly engaged, and 
their problems may or may not be the 
same as our own. We have to train ‘our 
own men in our own scientific institu- 
tions to assist in handling Australian 
problems from a scientific point of view. 
It is not mght and proper that the op- 
portunities here should be so limited that 
young Australians trained here should be 
compelled to go to different parts of the 
world and engage in scientific pursuits, 
with the result that they are probably 
lost to this country. ~ cds 

Mr. Bruce Smiru.—Some may come 
back. 

Mr. GROOM.—That is so, and may 
enrich Australia by reason of their 
travels. At the same time, we have our 
own local problems. . o 


Mr. Bruce Smirn.—sSurely other coun- 
tries can help us to solve them. 


Mr, GROOM.—That is quite true; and 
Australia’s duty is to do its part from 
its own point of view in helping the 
world in the solution of our own and 
the world’s problems. 


Science is not parochial. If there is 
anything international, it is science; and. 
scientific men, as a rule, pay very little 
regard to national boundaries. If this 
institution is to fulfil its purpose, it must 
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keep in touch with institutions in other 
parts of the world, and cause to be 
brought to Australia the latest knowledge 
applicable to industrial production. 

Mr. Bruce Smiru.—I hope it will, at 
the same time, send men abroad. 

Mr. 
The United States of America institution 
of the kind has its representatives travel- 
ling constantly, and engaging in research 
‘work all over the world. That is an in- 
stitution on a very extensive scale, and 1¢ 
may be some years before the Australian 
institution develops to the same extent. 

I should like to give a few illustrations 
supphed to me by Mr. E. A. V. Richard- 
son, Superintendent of Agriculture in 
Victoria, to show the practical value of 
such a scientific institution im enriching 
the country. During the past. twenty 
years many thousands of varieties of 
seeds and plants have been introduced 
into the United States of America, and 
many of these have resulted in the estab- 
lishment of industries, the money-earning 
value of which amounts to many millions 
per annum. These introductions have 
been made by the Office of Seed and 
Plant Introduction. Among many of the 
introductions that might be mentioned as 
of commercial importance are the Durum 
wheats, Swedish barleys, Russian oats, 
| special dry and cold-resisting varieties 
of lucerne, Sudan grass, grain sorghums. 
These are now extensively grown in the 
United States of America, and have 
adidded greatly to production. As the 
agricultural interests of Australia de- 
velop, the introduction of new varieties of 


cereals, forages, and grasses will become - 


increasingly important. Competent 
authorities estimate that millions of 
pounds annually have been added to the 
agricultural production of the country by 
the breeding of new and improved strains 
of wheat, barley, oats, sugar beet, long- 
staple cotton, flax, potatoes, and ‘forage 
crops. Plant-breeding investigations have 


been unusually successful. . Fungoid 
and insect diseases cause immense 
damage to farm crops, e.g., smut 


5 in wheat, Irish blight in potatoes, and 
various diseases of fruit trees, and Take- 
all 3 in wheat. In these eases ibs life his- 


sROOM.—It ought to do that. - 


‘States of 


tory of the parasite has ee Sra out 
by the plant pathologists, and these 
diseases can now be effectively ‘con- 
trolled; and it is estimated that 
the benefit reaped by the  agri- 
cultural industries runs into millions 
of pounds. The essential point is that 
the control of these diseases was only pos- 
sible by the scientific study of the life his- 
tory of each pest. That is the only 
way, and this must be done by trained 
scientific investigators. © Enormous loss — 
occurred in the United States of 
America, caused by preventable diseases. 
The losses to the live-stock industry by 
preventable animal diseases in the United 
America exceeds £28,000,000 
annually. The amount lost prior to the 
establishment. of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry was estimated at nearly double 
this sum. Dr. Mohler, head of the _ 
Bureau of Animal Industry, says that 
the losses due to cattle tick.in 1906 were 
estimated at £20,000,000. In 1916, the 
estimated ‘losses were £8,000,000, and 
52 per cent. of the tick-infested country 


hag been completely cleared of cattle tick. : 


Similar work has been done in the re- 


pression of hog cholera, tuberculosis, and 


pleuro-pneumonia. . In 1907, the losses 
through hog cholera amounted to _ 
£14,000,000. In 1916, the losses were 
reduced to £5,000,000. The work of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry has resulted 
in an annual saving to the live-stock in- 
dustries of ten to twenty times the money 
expended by the Bureau. Here, in Aus- 
tralia, the annual losses in live stock 
through pleuro-pneumonia, contagious 
abortion, tick and worm nodules in 
cattle, blowfly, fluke and braxy in sheep, 
run into millions per annum. These 
diseases do not recognise State boun- 
daries; and if a better method of control 


could be evolved, the saving to the live- — Ay 


stock industries would be enormous. 


The Wisconsin Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station has been conspicuous by 
its application of science to the dairy in- 
dustry. It is demonstrable that the 
added wealth of the State of Wisconsin 
each year, as a result of the activities of — 
the experiment station, is many times 


the whole appropriation made by Wis- 
the 


consin for higher education. Of 


: 
fa BN, 
So wn 


Institute of Science {7 


. 


and Industry Ball. 11376 


oa 
ee 


‘seven tests widely used in dairying, six 


have originated or have been improved at 
the Wisconsin Station. ‘ 

The Babcock Fat Test, invented in 
1890, furnished a simple means of pay- 
ing for milk on the basis of quality, and 
for detecting fraud. It is stated that it 
saved the factory system of butter-mak- 
ing from ruin. 

{I do not wish to weary the House with 

more illustrations, for the enormous 
practical value of investigations of the 
kind must be obvious to honorable mem- 
bers, meaning, as they do, greatly in- 
creased production and added wealth. 

Mr. Pacre.—The tale you are telling 
would make the House believe that the 
States have done nothing. 

Mr. GROOM.—I: am not disparaging 
the good work that has been already done 
in Australia, and I shall deal with that 


. phase of the question presently. 


Notwithstanding the fact that during 
the past twenty-five years the progress of 


settlement m Australia has necessitated 


the utilizing of immense areas of country 
much poorer than that which has been 
hitherto cultivated, we find that not only 
has the average yield of wheat per acre 
been maintained, but that it has actually 
been considerably increased. Taking the 
averages over five-year periods, we find 
that for the past five years the average 


_ yield of oats per acre has actually de- 
_ ereased by 10.3 per cent., as compared 
with the auinquennium 1886 to 1890. 


The average barley yields have increased 

only 6.3 per cent., and maize by 3.3 per 

eent., during the past twenty-five years. 
But what of wheat? Despite the 


bringing under crop of enormous areas 


of poor land with a low rainfall, the 
average yield per acre during the past 
twenty-five years has actually increased 
by 33.4 per cent. Now, as wheat is the 


- only crop on which scientific attention 


has been directed, these facts are cer- 
tainly very significant. The increased 


_ results in wheat have been brought about 


partly by the increased use of super- 
phosphate, but in no small measure by 
the work of a Cambridge University 
graduate, Wilham Farrer. Working as 


a specialist in New South Wales, Farrer 


fixed a new variety of wheat that was 


Aveust, 19197), 


tralia 


destined to become the most “popular 
variety in Australia, and greatly in- 


creased the yield in the Commonwealth. 


Mr. Hrees.—Does the Minister think it 
necessary to tell us the value of research — 
work ? 

Mr. GROOM.—I think it is advisable 
to lay these facts before the House, and 
the test of their value will be seen in the 
vote given on the Bill. 

Mr. Hiecs.—Will you tell us why you 
wish to superimpose this institution on 
the institutions of the States? 


Mr. GROOM.—1I shall deal with that 
matter presently, and I feel sure of the 
support of a man so deeply imbued as 
the honorable member is with the neces- 
sity for agricultural research work. I 
should now like to give an illustra- 
tion of what has been done in Aus- 
by Professor Lefroy, as re- 
presentative of the British Wheat Com- | 
mission, to show the value of the services 
of a highly-trained, scientific man in 
problems of the kind. Owing to the great 
shortage in shipping to Australia durimg 
the war, the immense quantities of wheat 
lying at the seaboard have been subjected 
to the ravages of weevil. At one time it 
appeared as if the losses that would re- 
sult from this pest would run to several 


millions sterling. No effective method of 


dealing with weevil in large stacks had 
been known prior to 1916. Professor 
Lefroy visited Australia on behalf of the 
British Government, and devised a prac- 
tical method of treating grain by steriliz- 
ing it at a temperature of 140 degrees for 
three minutes. This treatment killed all 
the weevil and weevil eggs, but did not 
affect, the milling qualities of the grain. 
This treatment is now being effectively 
applied to the whole of the grain stored 
at the ports, and has resulted in the sav- 
ing of large sums of money. May I give 
another illustration? This, I am sure, 
will appeal to the honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), because the 
young man to whom [ refer—Dr. Har- 
greaves—is a native of Ipswich, Queens- 
land, a scholar of the Grammar School 
there, and a student of the Melbourne 
University, who is now engaged in South 
Australia. After very careful scientific 
investigation he was able to demonstrate 
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States of America which restored the — 
prosperity of the vignerons in France, 
and how we in Australia were glad to — 
take advantage of the researches of that — 


that weevils in stacks of grain could be 
destroyed by covering the stacks with mal- 
- thoid, and asphyxiating them with a mix- 
ture of nitrogen and carbon di-oxide. 


‘This simple discovery has been applied to 
weevil-infested wheat stacks in South Aus- 
tralia and Victoria, with the result that 
damage amounting to hundreds _ of 
thousands of pounds has been avoided. 
It shows the value of applying science. 
That was the work of a young Austra- 
lian, a State school boy, who worked his 
way up to the University by gaining 
scholarships. | 

Mr. Higeas. 
our Institute ? 3 : 

Mr. GROOM.—The Institute will em- 
ploy the best men available. It is esti- 
mated that stock diseases cause an annual 
toll: of several millions of pounds to Aus- 
tralia. Many of these are preventable. 
In others the nature of the disease has 
not been definitely ascertained. There 


Will he be employed by 


is a fine field for investigational work’ 


as to the nature and control of these 
diseases, and if the diseases could be con- 
trolled the live stock industry of Aus- 
tralia would benefit to the extent of seve- 
ral millions annually. These are. the 
diseases in stock to which our scientific 
men may apply themselves :— | 
Tick, contagious abortion, — pleuro-pneu- 
monia, worm nodules in cattle, blowfly and 
braxy in sheep. 
The solution of any one of these prob- 
lems would bring about a saving to the 


community that would more than pay the 


cost of the projected Institute for the 
next decade. I will not trouble the 
House with a list of the diseases affecting 
plant life, but those honorable members 
who represent country districts know the 
ravages of these diseases, 

Mr. Roperrs. — There is a limitless 
field for investigation in that regard, 

Mr. GROOM.—There is no more = in- 
formative illustration of the application 
of science and research to production 


than is to be found in connexion with the. 
_ Investigation into the disease of phyl- 


loxera. Honorable members are all well 
acquainted with the ravages of that 
disease. It is well known how the vines 
were destroyed in France, how a disease- 
resisting vine was found in the United 


— 


country in order to establish our vine-— 
growing industry upon a proper footing. — 
Between 1862 and 1884 no less than 
2,500,000 acres of vines were destroyed 
in France—the total damage being 
£800,000,000. I am showing what scope 
there is in Australia for this- class of 
investigation. In the first place, it is 
not intended by me or by the Govern-— 
ment to cast any reflection upon the good 
work already done in Australia by the 


various Departments of Agriculture, or 


the experts employed by them. ‘The work 
done is worthy of-all praise. No scheme 
for a Federal Bureau can anticipate suc- 
cess unless it works in complete harmony — 
and co-operation with the State Depart-— 
ments, taking the fullest advantage of 

what they are doing, and confining itself 

mainly to what ought to be a national 

function, namely, investigation and re- 
search on the scientific side. : 


We may classify the work of the 
Bureau of Science and Industry and 
that of. State Departments under 
three headings:—First, research and 
investigation; second, education; and 
third, administration. These three 
things are essential, and in a Fede- 
ration where there are divided powers, 
part belonging to the Commonwealth and 
part to the States, it is necessary to — 
organize the functions of both authori- 
ties, according to the original intention 
of the Constitution, and see that the Com- 
monwealth utilizes the agencies of the 
States in complete harmonious co-opera- — 
tion for the good of the whole of the 
people of Australia. There are many | 
duties which properly belong to the Com- 
monwealth. Quarantine, dealing as it 


does with all diseases affecting plants and 


animals coming from abroad, is a Com-— 
monwealth function. The Postal De 


partment, which can carry information — 


all over Australia, is a Commonwealth 
Department. The Meteorological De- — 
partment, which in the United States is 


a branch of the Bureau of Agriculture, is 


also a Commonwealth Department. There — id 


: 


are also Commonwealth Territories to be 

administered: In the Customs Depart- 

ment, another Commonwealth activity, 

Ku there is scientific work to be done in the 

< way of analysis, and we are par ticularly 
fortunate in having in. that Department 
one of the best analytical chemists obtain- 
able anywhere. 

Mr. Hrees—Will he be employed by 


: this Institute? 


Mr. GROOM.—I hope the Common- 
wealth will always finid the fullest scope 

- for his activities and abilities. 
Mr. Hiees.—I am pleased to hear it, 


E. profession in Australia. 
Mr. GROOM.—There is also Federal 
control of exports and imports. Those are 
oF ederal activities. Let us take, first of all, 
the administrative work of scientific i inves- 
tigation. Itis the function of the Quaran- 
tine Department to prevent diseases com- 
ing into Australia, but when it comes to 
a question of. eradicating an established 
disease and employing officers to inspect 
orchards, we have what is essentially a 
State function. The States have the 
organization for carrying out that work, 
and, generally speaking, there is no neces- 
: sity for the Commonwealth to attempt to 
carry out local administrative work. That 
5 eo effectively be carried out by the 
e various States through the institutions 
_which they have already established. 
> When we deal with educational work, ob- 
f © soushy, as the States have all the educa- 
— tional machinery, such’ as agricultural 
colleges, universities, bigh schools, and 
even primary schools, where a good deal 
of foundation work can be done, that also 
is essentially a State function. But when 
we come to research and investigation 
work, which is carried out either in 
‘laboratories, or in the field, or in. experi- 
mental stations, we have a branch where 
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there is need for co-operation between the 
ran ownventth and the States. The 
States already have experimental 


stations, so that there is no need for the 
~ Commonwealth to unnecessarily dupli- 
- eate these establishments. ‘here is neces- 
sity, however, for the Commonwealth to 
take up: research work, a sphere of use- 
EB ainass which is essentially Federal in 
18P 
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character. 
only with diseases in plant and anunal 
life. I have already referred to those 
which are of a. national character. They 
do not affect any one State. They affect 
all States. In Queensland, the investi- 
gators are faced with the whole series of 
problems which no one State with narrow 
resources: at its disposal can hope to deal 


with effectively. I. say this without any 


reflection on the work done by the officers 
of the States, but their efforts have, so 
far, not been fully effective, 
they are attempting to do work of 
affecting the whole 
of the States. How can a little com- 
munity like Tasmania be expected to 


bear the whole burden of investigating 
scientific problems that affect not only 


that-State but every State? It is here 


that the Commonwealth ought to step in_ 


to assist the States, and take over the 
control of national research work, em- 


ploying the best brains of the community 


For the moment I am dealing 


because. 


and doing everything possible to get the 


best results. 
of this Bureau will he. 

Ani JOT: the 
visited Australia, and those who were 
privileged to meet the Commissioners 
know that they were men of very 
great experience and marked ability. 


That is where the work 


Scottish Commission Z 


Fhey were given facilities to. examine 


the agricultural possibilities of Aus- 
tralia, and they visited all the leading 
institutions of the States. In faet, they 


had the opportunity of regarding the 
operations of those institutions from a 


Federal stand-point, and their report, 
which is too little known to us, was an 
invaluable publication. I propose to 
quote one extract from it, because it bears 
upen our problems. | 
them from an outside point of view. It is 
an independent judgment of what we are 
doing here, and of what we ought to do. 
This is what they said— 

Researchi.—In compartson with research 
work carried out in Scotland, where the sub- 
ject has not. received the attention which it 
deserves, the extensive arrangements which 
are made, and encouragements which are 


given to experiment and investigation in Aus- — 
Pleasant — 


tralia, are gratifying and surprising. 
also is the universal enthusiasm discovered in 
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the directors of experiment stations, and, in- Mr. po eWay. nce not fe arse 


deed, in all connected with the work of de- 8 ee s 
velopment. It appeared to us, however, that— make provision in the Bill itself stipulat- 


a considerable amount of overlapping was ing the fees to be paid, and not leave it 
going on, thiat in general there was a want of to regulations ? 
co-ordination and co-operation, that the policy Mr. GROOM.—We can deal with that 


of allowing each State to attempt to attack matter in Committee. ig am dealing with 


the solution of each agricultural problem by i, whole thing inca wenonel ae 
itself was not the most economical. There 8 8 ye : 

are many problems which are common to the Mr. eae: -—What does Dr. Gellatly 
whole of Australia, or to the greater part of now receive? i 
it, and it would appear that time and money Mr. GROOM.—He receives £1,250 


would be saved by placing some of the work i: T ond es nih coe 
of research in the hands of a Federal Depart- Bo OF P t 


ment. For example, every State is afflicted 


there is “tick fever”; and in another, “dry intended to be of only a& temporary char- 
bible”; in another, there is “coast disease”; acter. It does not possess a scientific 
and so on. A strong and well-equipped Federal  gtaff, and is largely dependent upon the 
Department would’ seem more likely to cope part-time services of officers who haye 


with such diseases than the weaker and less . he Caen ; 
well-equipped States Departments. The other duties to perform. I feel it my 


prickly pear, again, is not a State monopoly, duty to express the obligation of the 
but may, through time, spread over most of Commonwealth to the men who have done 
the country; and here again is an argument this work. 


for Federal control, which would not absorb. Sir Roszert Best.—What work ? 
or limit the energies of the State Departments, Mr. GROOM .—tThe work of the Ad- 
en ape itself with a broader and a wider visory Council. 


Mr. Grecory.—wWill the honorable 


Mr. arlier ¢om- 
plaint in regard to overlapping would made in the Bill for an annual appro- 
only be intensified. d priation of the salaries of the Directors? 

Mr. GROOM.-Not at all. They Mr. GROOM.—The appropriation- will 
point out the necessity for co-operation be made by Parliament. 
and co-ordination. The honorable mem- Mr. Hiecs.—What will be the ap- 
ber sees that. proximate cost of this Institute? 

Mr. Arxinson.—lI do: not. Mr. GROOM. I am not in a position 

Mr. GROOM.—Ii is the opinion of oe give the figures. I would remind the 
men looking at the matter from the out- honorable member for Kooyong (Sir 
side, and I venture to say it is a very cor- Robert Best) that over forty special com- 
rect and fair statement of the problem mittees have been working in association 
we are faced with in Australia today. witht the Advisory Council, and that 


I do not wish to dwell upon the work RUPE Oe Ue reports hove 
already done by the present Advisory . 
ee ; ; the Commonwealth. 
eritics of that Oomanitsee,: 1 remind. hon. I now desire to deal with the details of 
i pees that i ies oe tenses the Bill itself. The real purpose of the 
to ‘be a very temporary body, and that  Tnetitute is disclosed in the powers and 
it was never imagined it would continue “functions of the Directors, as set out in 
In existence so long, because it Was ¢lause 13, which reads— 
j “} : : 
thought that the Institute would have The powers and functions of the Directors 
come to frurtion earlier. than it has. shall, subject to the regulations and to the 
That Committee acted in a _ voluntary directions of the Minister, be— 


; : a) the initiation and carrying out of 
a 1 : 4 ( 
capacity scientific researches in connexion 


Mr. Tupor. “Not the professors. with, or for the promotion of, pri- 
Mr. GROOM.—Yes, almost entirely; mary or secondary industries in the 
heir rk s voluntary. i Commonwealth; 
: . ] ee TW os leu h A » Bi te j (b) the establishment and awarding of in-- 
biVery Sinai sum or money Nas been, pal dustrial research studentships and 
in the shape of fees. fellowships; 


eX 


gentleman state why provision is not 


the Advisory Committee has had no 
with various stock diseases. In Queensland, laboratories of its own, and that it was 


issued. We are under a great obliga- 
Committee. With all due respect to the tion to those who have done this work for 


ie 
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(c) the making of ae in aid of pure 
scientific “research ; 

(d) the recognition or establishment of 
associations of persons engaged in 

| any industry or industries for the 

Fe. purpose of carrying out industrial 
scientific research and the co-opera- 
tion with and the making of grants 
to such associations when recognised 
or established ; 

(e) the testing and standardization of 
scientific apparatus and instruments, 
and of apparatus, machinery, mate- 
rials and instruments used in in- 
dustry; 

(f) the establishment of a Bureau of In- 
formation for the collection and dis- 
semination of information relating 
to scientific and technical matters; 
and 

(g) the collection and dissemination of 
information regarding industrial 
welfare and questions relating to the 
improvement of industrial condi- 
tions. 


Tt will be seen that the main object of 
the Institute will be to carry out scien- 
tific research work in connexion with the 
primary and secondary industries of the 
Commonwealth. It has been said that 
the Bill is wider in its application than is- 
the measure relating to the Bureau of 
Agriculture. I admit that it is wider, 
and rightly sc, because of the rapid ad- 
vancement of industry in Australia. 
Our manufactures are increasing, and it 
_ is very important that science should be 
applied to them. New industries such as 
the steel works are being opened up, and 
the application of science to the mining 
industry is also essential. It should be 
our object to help in every way the 
secondary as well as the primary indus- 
tries of Australia. One of the first duties 
confronting the Institute will be the solu- 
tion of the big problems— affecting our 
great primary industries, but there is no 
reason why, at the same time, scientific 
research work should not be carried on 
in connexion with our chief manufactur- 
ing industries. 

Mr. Ropcrers.—The Institute is to 
have wide powers. 

Mr. GROOM.—And it should have 
wide powers to meet our growing neces- 
sities. 

The Bill provides for the establishment 
of a Commonweath Institute of Science 
and Industry, which will consist of three 

- Directors, with an Advisory Council of 

18 P 2 


- 


f 


Institute of Science [7 Aveusr, 1919.] and Industry Bill. 11379 


Science and Industry in each State. Of 
the three Directors to be appointed, two 
at least must be men of scientific attain- 
ments. The appointments are for 
five years, and the Directors are to be 
eligible for re-appointment. The Insti- 
tute is to be a corporate body entitled to 
hold property, and it is to be hoped that 
it will be endowed by private benefac- 
tions, just as similar institutions in other 
parts of the world have been. I read 
recently that the Japanese Institute of 
Science had been very considerably as- 
sisted in that way. 

Mr. Ropcers.—Why not make the In- 
stitute a grant of prickly pear land? 

Mr. GROOM.—One of the problems 
with which the Institute will have to 
deal is that of the prickly pear pest. The 
Advisory Councils are to represent science — 
and the principal primary and secondary 
industries in each of the States. 

Mr. Hiees.—What will be the position 
in regard to the local State Bureaux ? 

Mr. GROOM.—They will not be inter- 
fered with under this Bill. 

Mr. Htees.—They will be overtouled 
by the Advisory Council. 

Mr. GROOM.—Not at all. The honor- 
able member is under a misapprehension 
as to the functions of the Advisory Coun- 
cils. They will, from time to time, bring 
under notice problems affecting the in- 
dustries of each State, so that there will 
be an opportunity for the States to link 

up awd have difficult questions affecting 
their primary and secondary industries 
dealt with by the Institute. 

Mr. Pacre.—The whole of the existing 
State machinery will be duplicated under 
this Bill. re 

Mr. GROOM.—That is not so. The 
Advisory Councils are not to be adminis- 
trative bodies capable of interfering in 
any way with State functions. 

I have detailed the general purpose 
and functions of the Institute, and other 
questions that have been raised can be 
dealt with in Committee. 

Mr. Boyvp.—The honorable newtleman 
ought to tell us why provision is not made 
in the Bill for the payment of the salaries 
of the Directors. 

Mr. GROOM. —They are to be fixed by 
the Governor-General in Council. 

Mr. Boyp.—Why? They should be 
fixed by Parliament. 
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Mr. GROOM.—It is the exception and 
not the rule to fix salaries by Statute. 

Mr. Tupor.—Under the Judiciary Bull 
we.fixed the salaries of the High Court 
Justices and the salary of the Public Ser- 
vice Commissioner is fixed by the Public 
Service Act. 

Mr. GROOM.—So far as the general 
body of avpointments is concerned, sala- 
ries are not fixed by statute. That state- 
ment applies, for instance, to the salaries 
of the Government Meteorologist and the 
Government. Statistician. 

Mr. Boyvp.—The salaries of the Inter- 
State Commissioners are fixed by the 
Inter-State. Commission Act, and the 
salaries of the High Court Justices are 
fixed by the Judiciary Act. 

Mr. GROOM.—The position of the 
members of the High Court Bench is 
very different from that of the Directors 
of the Institute of Science and Industry. 
The High Court Justices hold ‘their posi- 
tion under the Constitution. Their sala- 
ries are not appropriated by Parliament, 
and they are quite independent of Par- 
liament. 

T have only to say, in conclusion, that 
the intention of the Bill is that there 
shall be complete co-operation. as between 
the Commonwealth and the States. We 
desire to secure complete co-ordination of 
effort, so that the best results may be ob- 
tained. ‘With this object in view, it is 
expressly provided in clause 14 that— 


The Governor-General may arrange with the 
Governor of any State for any of the following 
purposes :— 

(a) the utilization for the purposes of this 
Act of State Research Departments 
and Laboratories and Experimental 
Stations and Farms; 

(b) the -co-operation in industrial and 
scientific research with State Govern- 
ment Departments, Universities, and 
Technical Schools;-and  _ 

(c) the co-operation with “educational 
authorities and scientific societies in 
the Commonwealth witha view to— 
(1) advancing the teaching of science 

in schools, technical colleges 
and universities where the 
teaching is determined by those 
authorities; 

(ii) the training of investigators in 
pure and applied science, and 
of technical experts; and 

(iii) the training and education of 
craftsmen and skilled artisans. 


i 


IT urge honorable smerbele He BS hee 


Government in passing this Bill, which 
has been too long . delayed. : Tt is a 
national measure, designed to provide for 


the-exercise of national functions by the 
At the same time; the Insti- 
tute will work in harmonious co-operation — 
in order that. 
the best results may be obtained by the 


Institute. 
with the State authorities, 


application of science to production and 
manufacture. 

Debate (on motion by Mr, TuDOR) aa 
journed. 


NOTE AND STAMP PRINTING 
OFFICES. 


REFERENCE TO Pusiic WoRrKsS Comrrree. : 


Debate resumed from 31st July (vide 
page 11176), on motion by Mr. Groom— 
That, 


the ‘Commonwealth Public Works Committee 
Act 1913-1914, the following work be referred 


to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on — 


Public - Works for their ‘report thereon, 
namely :—Erection of Commonwealth Note 
Printing Offices on the site recently Sceeata 
in Victoria-parade, Fitzroy, Melbourne. 

Upon which Mr. CuaritTon had moved 
by way of amendment— 


That all the words after the word “ Gmdes sl 
be omitted. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [6.2].—In 


the course of the debate on this motion it 


has been urged by several honorable mem- 


bers that the Note Printing Offices should _ 
I do not 


be established at Canberra. 
think that there should be any attempt 


to prejudice or prejudge the work of the 


Public Works Committee in dealing with 
this matter. I want honorable members 


to realize that, even if this.amendment — 


were carried, 1t would not affect the Com- 
mittee’s inquiries. The Committee, in 
any event, would-—feel justified in calling 
evidence relatin g not only to the construc- 
tion of the building, but to its location, 
believing it to be its duty to report as to 


a i xs ‘ 
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in accordance with the provisions of 
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the most suitable situation in which ae. ie 


establish it. The Committee 
pleased to call amy witness who, in the 
opinion of honorable members, should be 
examined as to the:most convenient place, 
from the »point of view of the require- 
ments of the Commonwealth, in winch to 
establish ‘the offices. 


will be ; 
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Mr. Cyarrton. ees not ‘the motion 
instruct the Committee to inquire regard- 
ing a specific site? 

Mr. GREGORY.—Although the refer- 
ence is specific, the Committee would feel 
that they had absolute power to report to 
the Tlouse that the site was not suitable. 
If the evidence showed that the building 
should be erected in Sydney, instead of 
in Melbourne, they would report to the 
House accordingly. 

BS Mr. Rirzy.—The site is suttable. 
- Mr. Austin Crapman.—The founda- 
a ~ tions are laid. 
~~ Mr, Groom.—That is not so. 
ey Mr. Austin Onarpman.—The Govern- 
ment have bought the land; what is the 
-use ef inquiring about the site? 
~ (Mx, GREGORY.—A little time ago 
the Government referred to the Public 
Works Committee the proposal to estab- 
- Jish Jarge ordnance stores at Leichhardt, 
"near Sydney. The Committee visited 
the site twice, and studied the means of 
access by sea, rail, and road. We made 
investigations as to whether there were 
other sites that would be more suitable. 

Had we formed the opinion that the 
_ wrong site had been selected, we would 
_ have reported to the House to that effect. 
cS a So in this case, if the Committee thought 
_ . that the site selected was not a proper 
Le a one, we would express that opinion to the 


ce House. 
ge - Mr. Cuartton,—All the Committee 
ean do is to condemn that site. The Com- 


- mittee’s inquiry will be confined to one 
~ site. They cannot go about the country 
looking for another. — 
Mr. GREGORY, — The 
would certainly not do that. We would 
call evidence regarding the suitability of 

the site. 
Mr. Cuartron.—If the House in- 
structed the Committee to consider Can- 
ee — berra as a possible site, they would have 
to do it. 


- Mx. GREGORY—Of course; but, 
28 < even then, it would not be necessary for 
Santis tO £0 to ‘Canberra, because we know 


_ that there is plenty of land available, and 
_ all we should have to consider would be 
whether Canberra is a suitable place for 
the ‘Iceation of such a building, having 
regard to the facilities for the distribution 


Committee * 


of notes. throughout the Commonwealth, 
labour, raw material and so forth. 
We would report to the Parliament as to 
the advisability of placing the offices 
there. If this reference were made to the 
Committee, we should be only too pleased 
to call evidence regarding the fitness of 
the selected site, and would report accord- 
ing to the weight of testimony. 

Mr, Austin CyHapman.—What. steps 
did the Committee take to get evidence 
about other sites? ; 


Mr. GREGORY.—Evidence will be 
taken from the ‘Treasury officials 
and the factory management as to 


which site would be the most suitable for 
the purpose of the Note Printing Offices. 
Nothing should be done which will tend 
to prejudice the Committee in their work. 
I think I may say without egotism that 
the reports of the Public Works Commait- 
tee to date have saved the country many 
hundreds of thousands of pounds, and 
have caused heads of Departments to be 
much more careful in connexion with 
proposed public works than they have 
been in the past. Directly and indirectly, 
the Committee has saved the country an 
enormous sum of money. But -one pro- 
vision of the Act under which the Com- 
mittee was constituted has been ignored. 
Sub-section 6 of section 15 provides— 
After the receipt of the report of the Com- — 


“mittee the House of Representatives shall, by 


resolution, declare either that it is expedient | 
to earry out the proposed work, or that it is 
not expedient to carry it out, ia 
That provision has been a dead letter. 

Mr. Groom.—Any report received from 
the Committee since I have been Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways has been 
submitted for the approval of the House. 
I submitted the Lithgow housing scheme 
to the House. 

Mr. GREGORY.—That report was the 
one exception. All reports should be 
submitted to the House, and then honor- 
able members who regarded a particular 
report as unsatisfactory would have an 
opportunity to voice their objections. 
The House should insist upon that pro- 
vision being observed. I assure the 
House that, when reference is made to 
the ‘Committee, we regard ourselves as 
having full power to report regarding the 
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suitableness or otherwise of any proposed 
site. If we thought that the Note Print- 
ing Offices should be in Sydney, instead 
of in Melbourne, we would not hesitate to 
say So. 

» Mr. Maunony.—Would the Committee 
go to Sydney and take evidence regard- 
ing the suitability of sites in that city? 

Mr. GREGORY .—Yes, if justification 
were shown for such a course. Much 
would depend upon the evidence obtained 
from the officers of the Commonwealth 
Bank, the Treasury, and the Note Print- 
ing Offices. 
mittee would act upon that evidence, 
but I do assure honorable members that 
we would feel that we had power to call 
evidence regarding all practicable sites, 
and report if necessary that the building, 
instead of being on the site suggested by 
the Government, should be placed else- 
where. 

Mr. Braxetry.—Notwithstanding that 
the reference is specific? 

Mr. GREGORY .— Yes. 
ways been our practice. 

Mr. Manony.—Can the honorable 
member quote an instance in which the 
Committee has inspected and called evi- 
dence in regard to sites other than those 
suggested ? 

Mr. GREGORY.—In connexion with 
the Leichhardt Ordnance Stores the Com- 
mittee took evidence upon the specific 
point as to whether the suggested site was 
or was not suitable. 

Mr. Manony.—Did the Committee in- 
spect other sites? 

Mr. GREGORY.—No; but we had 
evidence from an Officer in the State Rail- 
way Department that no other site near 
Sydney offered the same facilities of 
access. We questioned other witnesses 
upon the same point. Had not the Leich- 
hardt site impressed itself upon us“as be- 
ing suitable for the purpose, we would 
have gepoties adversely upon lt. 

Mr. 
Offices are is bea permanent Government 
establishment why should they not be 
placed at the Federal Capital ? 

Mr. GREGORY.—tThat is not the is- 
sue now before the House. The time for 
discussing a question of that sort will be 


‘That has al- 


T cannot say how the Com- 
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when the report of the Committee i is. sub- 
mitted. 

Mr. Yarrs.—The claims of Canhepea 
might escape the notice of the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. GREGORY.—If this House de- 


sires that the building shall be erected at 


Canberra and nowhere else, it should 
make a resolution to that effect. The 


members of the Public Works Committee ~ 


have always regarded themselves as the 
servants of Parliament, and have endea- 
voured to bring forward reports that 


would give information and guidance to 


the House. I hope that nothing will be 
done to. prejudice the work of the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [6.15]—\The mo- 
tion and the information given to us by 
the Minister for Works and Railways 
(Mr. Groom) practically bind the House 


to the proposition to erect Note Print-_ 


ing Offices on the site formerly occupied 
by the Turn Verein, in Victoria-parade, 
Melbourne. Even as late as to-day state- 
ments have been made to me that work in 
connexion with the proposed building is 
in progress. 

Mr. Groom.—I have received a report 
from the Director of Works this after- 
noon, and.it shows that that statement is 
not correct. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am glad to have the 


Minister’s assurance. 


Mr. Frntayson.—That is not quite the 


truth. JI visited the site this afternoon. 
Mr. Groom.—No work is in progress. 
Mr. TUDOR.—The fact is that this 


work has been already referred to the’ 


Public Works Committee. Before the 
proposal was referred to the House at all 
the Committee inquired into it, and now 
the statement is made that work in con- 
nexion with the proposed ip en has 
been started. 

Mr. Groom.—I have the assurance of 
the Director of Works that that-is not so. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Had the Public Works 
Committee inquired into this work before 
it was referred to them by the House? 

Mr. Rinzny.—Yes. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I accept. the honorable 
member’s word. If these inquiries are 
to be made by the Public Works Com- 
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' quiries had been already made by this 
— Committee. 


proper procedure, 
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mittee before they have been instructed 
by the House to do so, the motion of 
reference is largely a farce. Tf this is the 
practice that is «being followed, the 
sooner members of Werwanien know of it 
the better. 

Mr. Larry Smitu.—The honorable 
member was a Minister in the Fisher Go- 
vernment when Mr. King O’Malley sent 


the Public Works Committee to Canberra 


without waiting for the reference from 
Parliament. 


Mr>TUDOR.—When I was a Minister, 
I stuck closely to my own Department, 
which kept me fairly busy. Any Min- 
ister who applies himself closely to the 
requirements of ‘his own Department has 
not much time to note what other Min- 
isters are doing. If, while I was a mem- 
ber of the Government, a Minister set 
the Public Works Committee upon in- 
quiries, before the proposal was referred 
to that body by Parliament, I was not 
aware of it. In any case, that is not the 
The Minister should 
have told the House that he was submit- 
ting this motion in accordance with the 


Public Works Committee Act, but that, 


at the request of the Government, in- 
That would have.been the 
fair way to treat Parliament. In con- 
nexion with the latest shipbuilding deal, 
we were told that Parliament would have 


- an opportunity of discussing the purchase 


: _ situated. 
amendment moved by the honorable mem- 


- is completed. 


of additional ships after the transaction 
I do not think that, thig is 
the proper occasion to stipulate where the 
proposed Note Printing Offices shall be 
I am willing to support the 


ber for Hunter (Mr. Charlton) that the 
name of any proposed site shall be 
omitted from th otion of reference, 
although it is quite possible that, by that 
omission, we may give the Committee a 
free hand to travel all over Australia in 
search of a site. Perhaps some limita- 
tion should be imposed. 

Mr. Frinuayson.—The honorable mem- 
ber knows that if the Committee went to 


_ Brisbane, they would recommend that the 


Note Printing Offices should be estab- 
lished there. — 

“Mr. TUDOR.—I do not know what 
the Public Works Committee would re- 
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commend; but, judging by the actions of 
other Committees that have been ap- 
pointed by this House, I believe they 
would do their best to give Parliament 
the opportunity of choosing the most 
suitable site. The time to decide upon the 
site will be when the Committee’s report 
is presented. 

Mr. Yares.—It is to be a Common- 
wealth building; put it at the Federal 
Capital, instead of wasting money in- 
quiring into a site at Fitzroy. 

Mr. TUDOR.—TI am not, like the hon- 
orable member for Batman (Mr. Bren- 
nan) concerned about whether the offices 
should be on the Melbourne or the Bat- 
man side of Victoria-parade. When the 
report comes up, we should certainly 
know how many employees are engaged 
in the industry, and what likelihood there 
is of getting workers of that class at the 
Federal Capital. Any member starting 
a manufacturing business would ascer- 
tain where he could get the class of em- 
ployees he wanted. In England, certain 
industries are centralized in certain dis-. 
tricts on account of local conditions being 
better, and on account of skilled labour 
being available. Cotton manufactures 
are carried on largely in Lancashire, 
woollens largely in Yorkshire, laces and 
curtains in Nottingham, and the indus- 
try at which I worked before I entered 
Parliament is centred largely in the Lan- 
cashire district. That is an aspect of the 
question which the Committee ought to 
inquire into. 

Mr. Manony.—We should vote for the 
amendment to give us a wider scope. — 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am going to vote for 
the amendment for that reason. I want 
the Committee to inquire as to the best 
site, although I do not say that they 
should travel all over Australia. The 
Minister, by interjection, said that the 
land had already been acquired in Fitz- 
roy, but I have no doubt, knowing the 
locality, that if the Committee decide on 
another site this land will fetch as high 
a price as the Government have given 
for it. 

Mr. Grecory.—l believe an attempt is 
being made to use influence to allow the - 
German Club to restart. Unider no cir- 
cumstances should that be permitted. 


11384 Note and Stamp 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable mem- 
ber’s statement is the first I have heard 
of it. I do not know if the land has been 
seized as German property, or whether 
it has been acquired under the Lands Ac- 
quisition Act, but the Committee need 
have no fear of the Government being 
out of pocket through putting the offices 
in any other place. I should alse lke 
the Committee to make perfectly plain 
the undesirableness of the situation of the 
existing factory. What is the matter 
with it? 

My. Maruzws.—Wo cannot a yon 


et. 
. Mr. TUDOR—Then the Cinnneitves 
has been inquiring already, has it?’ 

Mr. Maruews.—How can wetell you 
until we do inquire? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I presume the honor- 
able member means officially. Is the 
only objection to the present situation of 
the factory that it is inaccessible for the 
employees? Is it from 300 to 400 yards 
beyond Spencer-street? Is the machinery 
‘deteriorating ‘because of the proximity of 
the gas works? Js the situation alto- 
' gether bad for the purpose? | 

Mr. Maruews.—Who has been giving 
you information? 

Mr, TUDOR.—Nio one. I am asking 
for it. Does the objection come from the 
employees because it is not a nice place 
to. come from after dark? Do they think 
Fitzroy is.a much safer locality? Only 
a few weeks ago, the honorable member 
for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) asked for an 
escort from Parliament House of an 
evening. We should have information, 
not only as to the desirability of shifting 
the location to Canberra, but also’ as to 
the. necessity for leaving the present 
situation. If there is a building there 
that will serve the Commonwealth with 
a little additional expenditure for a few. 
years, it would be wrong for any member 
to vote £44,000 for a new building on 
another site. 

Mr. Groom.—There are very good 
reasons for leaving the present site. 

Mr. TUDOR.—1 shall be glad to hear 
them. I suppose the Victoria-street. site 
is worth, at the very least, £20 a foot. 
Parliament should. know, in order to ar- 
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rive xt B deoision: whether. ~ new ae 
where ice e 
Members should. — 


is: necessary, and, if it is,, 
building should he put. 
be given an opportunity to vote for the: _ 


most suitable site, without bemg re~ 


stricted to a particular locality.. ae aa 
Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 7. 45 D. me 


Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [7.45]—D 


~wish first to make some reference, eo 


way of replying, to the case. put forth by 
the honorable member for Dampier (ee 
Gregory). 

Mr. Pace:—I think we. ought to have 
a quorum. [Quorum formed. | 

Mr. 


that the Public Works Committee: in- 


quires fully into works referred to them: * 


by Parliament, and always asks questions — 
as to the suitability of the site for any 
proposed building. 
the honorable member in so far as his re- 


marks had reference to the particular site 
but one .of the diffi- 
culties I have felt, as a member of. the 
ig that we cannot carry our 
investigations beyond the site submitted. — 
That was so in the case of the site: selected _ 
by-the Government, or the Department, — 
for the Ordnance Stores at Leichhardt. — 


under discussion ; 


Committee, 


We questioned the expert witnesses as to 


the site, but it was not within our juris-— 


diction to ask them whether, in their 

opinion, there was any other, more suit- 

able or less expensive. 
Mr. Buakerzy.—Does 


for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), who is: Chair-_ 
man of the Public Works Committee, is. 


wrong when he states that the Corhmittes : 


is not confined to the site referred ? 

Mr. 
orable member for Dampier is quite 
wrong if he intends to convey the impres- 
sion that the Committee can investigate 
any other site than that referred: to. it. 
As I have said, I feel, as a member of 
the Committee, ‘that this is a restriction. — 
The Government should simply inform 
the Committee that there is a desire. to. 


erect; a certain building, or carry. out @ 
certain work, and leave it. to the Com. a 
mittee to make exhaustive inquiries, with 3 
liberty to examine experts both inside . 
and outside the Department, and os 
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MAHONY.—The honorable mem- a 
ber for Dampier very rightly pointed out — 


I quite agree with 


the hosted 
member say that the honorable member ~ 


MAHONY.—TI say that the hom 


ite: 
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Parliament the advantage of a thoroughly 
impartial investigation. As a matter of 
fact, the site for a building is selected 
before the reference is made; and 
although the Commfttee may find it most 
unsuitable, it’ has power to do nothing 
more than draw attention to the fact. 
When the Committee does this, the Go- 
" vernment or the Department may pay no 
_ heed ‘to the expression of opinion, om the 
ground that there is power to report only 
‘on the actual work referred. As an illus- 
‘tration of this, we have the case of ‘a pre- 
vious Public Works Committee which in- 
quired into the proposal to erect a tele- 
phone exchange in Sydney It was found 
- that the site was so unsuitable, indeed 


goods. Very properly, the Committee 
condemned the site; but it had already 
been selected by the Department, and 
_ #he work went on. These facts clearly 
show that the case submitted by the hon- 
* _ orablemember for Dampier (Mr. Gregory) 
_ gannot be substantiated. 
- hen there is the question of whether 
employees for the Note Printing Offices 
- could be obtained at Canberra; and this 
_. furnishes a reason why we should support 
_ the amendment of the honorable member 
for Hunter (Mr. Charlton). The amend- 
ment, if carried, -will give the Committee 
power to inquire whether, adjacent to 
Canberra, housing accommodation can be 
obtained; and whether, at Queanbeyan, 
there are people in sufficient numbers 
_ ¥eady and willing to take work in the 
establishment. 
- Mr. Ritey.—tIn :all ,public works at 
Canberra, we have always been able to 
-. employ the necessary labour. 
Mr. MAHONY.—And so it will be in 
this case; and if there is any lingering 
doubt on the point, the Public Works 
Committee ought to be given power to 
go into every phase of the matter, and 
find out exactly what the capabilities of 
_  Canberra.are. 
_ However, there Vis involved a much 
_ +bigger question. Is this Parliament go- 
ing to keep the compact that was made 
with New South Wales at the initiation of 
-_ Federation? New South Wales, in com- 
son with other States, entered Federa- 


“ ay i . - . . 
/ ston on clearly defined lines as laid down 


‘ridiculous, that proper entrances .could 
not be provided for either employees or 


generosity in the fulfilment. 
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in the Constitution, which provides, 
amongst other things, that the Capital 
shall be in the mother State, but not 
with 100 miles of Sydney. This Par- 
liament has decided on Canberra as the ~ 
Federal Territory, and-the people of New 
South Wales expect these definite under- 
takings to be carried out. Every build- | 
ing of a purely Commonwealth character 
erected aniywhere but at Canberra is only 
another obstaele to the establishment of 
the Seat of «Government at the Federal 
Capital. In the case of Canada, Ottawa 
was chosen ir, 1858, and seven years later, 
in 1865, the Dominion Parliament was 


meeting there. No suggestion wags made 


that that compact should not be 
honoured; and if that could be.done in 
Canada, why cannot we keep faith with 
New South Wales? After nearly twenty 
years of Federation, we seem as far from 
the establishment of-a Federal Capital as 
when we began; indeed further, because 
obstacles are always being put im the 
way. Ex-Judge Heydon, who stands 
very high in New South Wales.as a con- — 
stitutional authority, the other day, at a 
public function in Sydney, expressed the 
opinion that, constitutionally, this Parlia- 
ment should be sitting at Canberra to-day ; 
and, speaking as a.layman, I take it that 
if the point were tested, we should be 
told that our meeting in Melbourne is 
illegal. There is another phase that 
should be seriously considered. . Other 
States entered into Federation on the 
faith of certain promises. apa ey 

Mr. Yares.—A north-south railway. 

Mr. Ketiy.—South Australia was not — 
promised a north-south railway when she 
joined the Federation. 

Mr. MAHONY.—These national ques- 
tions should not be dealt with in a 
narrow spirit; and any compact made 
should, if anything, err on the side of 
South Aus- 
tralia was relieved of the burden of the 
Northern Territory. aoe: 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—-I think the honorable member 
is out of order in going so far afield, and 
IT must ask him to confine himself to the 
terms of the motion. ' 

Mr. MAHONY.—Here is a proposition 
to erect a building in Melbourne; and I 
am endeavouring to argue that it is an- 
other obstacle in the way of placing the 


~~ 
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Federal Capital at Canberra. Surely I 
am entitled to show that New South 
Wales is the only State which is debarred 
from having the Federal compact carried 
into effect ? 

Mr. SPEAKER. — The honorable 
member will be right in connecting the 
Federal Capital with the motion before 
the Chair, but he was talking about 
South Australia. 

Mr. MAHONY.—I am. showing, by 
contrast, how badly New South Wales 
has been treated when Parliament is pre- 
pared to do the honorable thing in re- 
gard to every other State. | 


Mr. SPEAKER. — The honorable 
member may proceed on those lines, so 
long as he connects his remarks with the 
motion before the Chair. 


Mr. MAHONY.—Not a quibble was, 


raised by New South Wales when Tas- 
mania received a grant of £900,000 from 
the Commonwealth. The people of New 
South Wales said that if Tasmania 
needed assistance, and the Commonwealth 
could give it, they were prepared to ex- 
tend liberal treatment to the smaller 
State; but New South Wales does not 
receive fair or honorable treatment in re- 
gard to the carryinggout of the compact 
to have the Federal Capital established 
at Canberra. Is it necessary to say any- 
thing about Victoria ? 
to every one that this State gets every- 
thing? Parliament has been sitting in 
Melbourne for nearly twenty years, and 
honorable members seem quite content. 
Probably it suits them to sit down and 
let things remain as they are. It may 
suit. their business. arrangements. How- 
ever, above all other considerations stands 
the question of honour, honesty and fair 
dealing. Within the last few months we 
have just emerged from a great struggle 
over a ‘‘ scrap of paper ’’—over a broken 
treaty. In no uncertain language, we 
in Australia have condemned Germany’s 
action in tearing up a scrap of paper. 
But what are we doing ourselves? . Do 
we intend to honour the Federal com- 
pact? Is the Federal Constitution to be 
regarded as another ‘‘ scrap of paper ’’? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable. mem- 
ber cannot discuss the whole question of 
Federation. 


a 
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Mr. MAHONY.—I will leave the 


matter at this: Are we prepared, as a 


National Parliament, to carry out the — 
solemn contract made with New South — 


Wales ?- 


Capital. JI heartily support the amend- 


ment, and hope that it will be carried, 


so that members of the Public Works 
Committee may have full opportunity to 
inquire whether or not Canberra is the 
proper place to establish the Note Print- 
ing Offices. ; 


_ Mr. BRUCE SMITH (Parkes) [8.5].—_ 
do 
. honorable 


not propose to follow the 
member for Dalley (Mr. 


Mahony) irto a discussion of the broad 


The people of that State de-— 
mand that it shall be carried out, and we 
who represent them contend that no fur- 
ther buildings of a Federal character 
shall be erected except at the Federal 


‘2 


question of the propriety of the present — 


attitude of the Government towards the 


Federal Capital. That is a subject upon 
which we could comment for hours. The 
matter before us at the present time is 
a comparatively small one, although it 
may be very important. The Minister (Mr. 
Groom) who has charge of the motion 
has proposed that the question of erect- 
ing a particular building on a particular 
site shall be referred to the Public Works 
Committee; and inasmuch as that site, 
and the building on it, will involve an 


expenditure of about £50,000, it natur- — 


ally occurs to those who advocate the 


early movement of Parliament to the 


Federal Capital to wonder whether it is 
wise to spend so much money in Mel- 
bourne on an establishment which may 
ultimately be determined to be more suit- 
ably located in the Federal Capital. The 
honorable member for Hunter 
Charlton) has moved an amendment that 
the words involving the site of this build- 
ing shall be taken out of the motion, in 
order to leave the question to be referred 
to the Public Works Committee a broader 
and more open one. I confess that I 
feel very much like that character in 


(Mr.- 


Pilgrim’s Progress called Mr. Facing Both — 
Ways, not because I have two opinions © 
on any particular point, but because in ~ 


this matter I think it is possible to see 


a good deal of merit in both attitudes. I 


can quite understand the attitude of the 


Minister in feeling that he ought not to 


~ 
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courses. 
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merely direct the Public Works Com- 
mittee to say whether there should be 
such a building, allowing them fo roam 
all over Australia to determine where it 
should be placed. On the other hand, I 
ean quite sympathize withsthe honorable 
member: for Hunter (Mr. Charlton), who 


does not wish the Committee to be 
pinned down to a_ particular site 
which can be measured in feet, and 


which the members of that Committee 
can see for themselves and form an 


‘opinion upon, as to whether it is suit- 


able. T do not think that the Public 


-~Works Committee is bound to that site. 


I have known plenty of cases in which 
Public Works Committees, having had 
railways routes referred to them, have 
sent in reports to Ministers saying that 
they could not approve of those routes, 
because they considered that the welfare 
of the country would be far better served 
by building railways running along other 
The truth lies between the two 


I think the Government ought to pay 
the very numerous supporters of estab- 
lishing the Federal Capital. the com- 
pliment of saying, ‘‘ We shall not spend 
such a “large sum of money when we are, 
perhaps within a few years of going to 
the Federal Capital.’’? Ministers have 
not told us what they can do with 
this particular building if it be left 
hands five years. hence, 


when we go to the Federal Capital. 
~ I am-_sure the House generally will 


- to. the 


not approve of such a large expenditure 
unless 1t can be shown that the Govern- 
ment have in their minds some means of 
utilizing the building afterwards, with 
profit. I suggest that the general ques- 
tion of the building should be referred 
Public Works Committee, and 


_ that, in the meantime, premises suitable 


for the purpose of this particular work 
should be rented in Melbourne. 


Mr. McWiitams.—They have bought 
the land. . 


Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—I understand 
that they have bought the land without 
getting the House to approve of referring 
the question to the Public Works Com- 
mittee; and I gather that work has al- 
ready been carried out on the site. 
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Mr. Groom.—No work is being done 
in connexion with the. building to be re- 
ferred to the Public Works Committee, 
but a portion of the premises already on 
the land has been electrically wired for 
the girls who are at work there. 


Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—I am glad to 
hear that nothing has been done in con- 
nexion with the building proposed to be 
referred to the Public Works Committee. 
It would have been an affront to the 
House if the Government had started any 
part of the work in anticipation of the 
approval of the House. Ministers know 
very well that this is a very vital ques- 
tion. I have seen a document signed by — 
forty-three honorable members of both 
Houses in favour of a rapid removal to 
the Federal Capital. Whether the end 
aimed at by those honorable members will 
be achieved is another question, but 
when the Government know that such a 
strong and widespread feeling exists in 


‘the Parliament, they should not persist 


in perpetuating the spirit which the 
Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 
showed when he spoke of the Federal 
‘“a dream.” Two years ago 
we had considerable trouble in getting 
the then Treasurer to consent to 
expenditure of £10,000 for merely 
continuing the \tree-growing on the — 
Capital site, yet now it is proposed to 
spend £60,000 on a building for a Com- | 
monwealth activity, which may, within 
five years, be removed to the Capital site. 
I do not propose to enter into a discus- 
sion upon that matter, but it is very 
much involved “in debating the motion 
and the amendment before the Chair. 

Mr. Warxins.—It is bound up in this 
debate. 


Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—It may be; 
but we can discuss it by-and-by. The 
honorable member knows what view I 
shall take. I quite agree with the hon- 
orable member for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) 
that there is a great obligation to carry 
out.. We have fulfilled our obligation to 
South Australia, entered into quite apart 
from the Constitution, and we have done 
so to the very letter, because we recog- 
nised that our reputation was involved. 

Mr. Yatrs.—I have not. seen the 


-North-South railway running yet. 
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: Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—I do not say 
‘that the whole of our obligation to South 


Australia has been carried out, but some 
portions have been fulfilled. On the other 
hand, we have done nothing at Canberra, 
except planting trees, and the obligation 
in regard to the Federal Capital 1s im-_ 
cluded in the Constitution. It is not a 
matter for agitation or excitement; it 1s 
rather a legal question; but it would be 
a compliment to the supporters of the 
Government who come from New South 
Wales and Queensland to defer the ex= 
penditure of such a large sum of money 
until the other and broader question 1s 
settled. It is not as if it were proposed 
to erect a building of a permanent char- 
acter which must never be removed. It 
is simply a question of putting down 
certain printing machinery. Surely it is 


possible for the Government to rent a 


substantial building in Melbourne in 
which to carry on the work, and at the 
same time pay honorable members the 
compliment of saying, ‘“ We shall not 
settle this question until the larger one 
lias: come before the House.” The amend- 
ment is: unnecessary. 

Mr. Ketry.—The best thing to do is 
to vote against the motion. 

Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—I am — not 
talking now of what is the best thing to 
do. I am talking of the “necessity for 
the amendment. , ; 

The Chairman of the Public Works 
Committee (Mr. Gregory) has told us it 
is quite open to the Committee to de- 
cline to recommend this particular site 
on the ground that there is a more suit- 
able one elsewhere. 

Mr. Cuaruton.—I do. not think 
Committee has that power. 

Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—I have seen it 
done in. connexion with railways over and. 
over again. 3 

‘Mr. Cuartton.—So_have |. where there 


the 


were alternate routes referred. 


Mr. BRUCE SMITH.—No-,; not in. re- 


“gard: to alternate routes, but where a 


particular route has been referred. As 


' Minister, I have received reports from a 
Public Works Committee saying that it 


-could: net approve of a. particular_route, 


because it considered it preferable to go 


elsewhere. I have accepted such a report 


as a negative one upon the particular 
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route referred, and I 


‘ pepresentatives of Victoria, the compli~ 


_ by-and-by to another part of Australia.” 


— \ “ 


had inquiries. instituted into the other 
recommended by the Committe 
have referred. that route prefer 
to the Committee, and it has. utili 
the evidence. taken previously, and 
merely approved of the altered route: 
There was no difficulty about that, and, 

without the assistance of the amendmen 
moved by the honorable member for — 
Hunter, if the Public Works Committee 


aa 


should say that it does not approve of 
the particular site submitted, and recom- 
mends another to the Minister, there wall 
be no difficulty. I have only to say, im 
conclusion, that since the Government 
have the support of so many represen- 
tatives of Queensland and New South 
Wales, they should pay them, and alse 
ment of saying; “ We will not spend this — 
large sum of money upon the erection — 
of offices: which we may have to shiff 


~“Mr,. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [8.16]. — 
—During the career of the Public Works 
Committee, repeated difficulties have 
arisen in regard to the terms of various 
references. which have been made to it. 
While I had the honour of oceupymg a 
seat upon it, we had quite a. succession of 
such experiences. The Committee had 
finally to take up a-definite attitude, and 
to decline to ‘make inquiries into matters — 
that were not referred to it by the Par- 
liament itself, or by the whole Cabinet — 
when Parliament was not in session. In 
quite a number of eases references were _ 
made to the Committee by the Minister 
in charge of the Department concerned, 
and. much- trouble ensued. The Com- 
mittee finally established a precedent 
that has some application tothis ease. It 
was asked to inquire into a prepesal to — 
erect a telephone exchange building on 
a certain site in Sydney, but, on the 
eround..that it was unsuitable, refused 
absolutely to recommend the construction — 
of the building on that site. While that — 
decision has some application to: the pre- 
sent ease, it does not apply all round) 
since Parliament, im this: instance, i 
invited to make a specific reference to th 
Committee: The Committee, under the 
terms of the motion, is to mquire inte 
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quired in Victoria-parade, Fitzroy, Mel- 
bourne.” s 
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“The erection of Commonwealth Note 
Printing Offices on the site recently ac- 


Under the terms of this reference, the 


Committee must confine its inquiry to 
- the question of the erection of the offices 


on this one particular site. 


of the reference are direct. 


Mr, Bruce Surru.—The Act does not 
compel them to do so. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—But the terms 
The Chair- 
man of the Public Works Committee 
(Mr. Gregory) has said that, so far as 


he may speak for its members, they will 
not consider themselves bound by the 


exact terms of the reference. 


IT. submit, 


= however, that the Act cannot be flouted 
~ in that free and easy manner. 


Mr. Grucory.—We would not need to 


: flout the Act. We could simply say that 


upon the evidence the offices ought not 
to be erected in Melbourne. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—The safer course 


: would be to set out in the terms of the 


~ reference itself what the Committee may 


it wants. 
able member for Parkes 
_ Smith), so far as one may judge from his 
rather ambiguous speech, desire that the 


Committee shall have power to report, 


or may not do. Parliament knows what 
The Chairman of the Public 
Works Committee, and also the honor- 
(Mr. Bruce 


not only as to the erection of the building 


itself, but as to the most suitable site on 


which to erect it. 
Mr. Bruce Surtrn.—No. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—I listened very 


- earefully to the honorable member’s re- 


marks, and. J’ would remind him that 


_ while the Minister for Works and Rail- 


ways (Mr. Groom) does not intentionally 
desire to mislead the House, the infor- 
mation he has given as to. what is going 
on at the site is not in accordance with 
the facts: rae 

Mr. Groom.—I have it here in the 
handwriting of the Director: of Works 


that the position is as I have said. He 
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~ nexion with the scheme. 


‘has also informed me verbally that no 
work is being done on the site, in con- 
The only work 


_ that.is being done on the site relates to 
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- the occupation of the existing building. 
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Mr. FINLAYSON.—The building as 
to the erection of which the Committee is 
to inquire is to form part of one big 
scheme. The plans submitted by the 
Minister show that the particular build- 
ing now to be erected represents, perhaps, 
only one-third of the complete scheme. 
The building now on the site, and the 
building now to be erected, dovetail 
into one complete scheme. It is there- 
fore, somewhat misleading: for the Minis- 
ter to say that no work is being done in 
connexion with the scheme. 

Mr. Groom.—No, work is, being done 
in connexion with this particular  re- 
ference to the Committee. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—But. work is 
going on in connexion with a part of the 
one complete scheme. 

Mr. Groom.—wNo, | 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I visited the site 
this afternoon, and saw work going on 
there. 

Mr, Groom.—Certain work is being 
done in connexion with the occupation of 
the old building at present on the site. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Eight > or nine 
men have been employed in fitting. the 
existing building to form part of the 
whole scheme, ~The Public Works Com- 
mittee should be asked to inquire, not 
only as to whether the partieular build-. 
ing covered by the proposed reference 
ought to be erected on the site named, 
but whether any part of the scheme 
should be proceeded with on this site or 
elsewhere. Parliament is asked, not 
only to agree to a reference to the Com- 
mittee as to the erection of a particular 
building, estimated to cost £40,000, but. 
to commit itself to the additional ex- 
penditure involved. in altering the exist- 
ing building and in linking up the two 
structures with, other new buildings te. be 
erected later on. On more than one 
occasion property has been purchased 
without reference to the Committee, 
which is being asked in this case, as. it 
has been ‘asked. in previous cases, to in- 
quire into the erection of buildings on a 
site already acquired. The Chairman of 
the Public Works Committee has been 
most. pronounced in pointing out, with 
others, to this House how unfair it is to 
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of the existing building 


mit the Committee in its inquiries as to 
_ the erection of public buildings by propos- 


ing that they shall be erected on a site 
that has already been purchased for the 
purpose. . The acquisition of the site, as 
well as the erection of the building, are 
part of the one complete scheme, and the 


whole matter should be referred to the 


Committee for inquiry. 

Mr. Warxins.—Was not the question 
of the purchase of the land referred to 
the Committee ? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Noe. Either this 
is a patchwork or a complete scheme. If 
it is a complete scheme, then it includes 
not only the erection of a building, the 
plans for which have been laid on the 
table, but alterations to the building now 
on the site as well as the purchase of that 
site, and the question as ‘a whole should 
be referred to the Committee. The Go- 
vernment, however, have already acquired 
the land referred to in the motion. They 
are carrying out alterations to the build- 
ing now on it, and they ask the House 
to approve of an inquiry by the Commit- 
tee as.to the erection of another building 
which is to form part of one complete 
scheme. Is that an honest way of deal- 
ing with so big a question? The whole 
thing is so interwoven that it cannot be 
separated. If the Committee reported 
that the offices ought not to be erected 
on the site named in the motion, we 
should be in the unfortunate position of 
having acquired land for a purpose for 
which the Committee did not think it 
suitable. There is also the position that 
money is being expended on the a'teration 
, and that if the 
scheme as a whole is not gone on with, 
that expenditure will prove useless. 

Neither the Parliament nor the Public 
Works Committee is being fairly treated. 
Protests have been made over and over 
again against the practice followed by the 
Department of purchasing lands and 
tying down the Public Works Committee 
to an inquiry as to the erection of build- 
ings on those particular lands. The 


See will serve a useful purpose if 
_ it leads to a determination that when the . 
Public Works Committee is directed to 


inquire into a proposed expenditure on 
public buildings it shall not be tied down 
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ment concerned in connexion with the — 
alteration of existing buildings or the 


purchase of sites. The Minister has not 
advised us whether it was necessary to. 
ask the Committee to take action before _ 
Parliament had been consulted. but it Bn! 
a fact that the Committee has already had 
this matter under its consideration, — 

Mr. Buaxretry. — And its Teper is” 
nearly ready. 

Mr. FIN TAYSON. —TI have not hoe 
that, but it may be presumed that the 
Cominittee having heard some eyidence on 


the subject has formed certain “opinions i 


with regard to it. 

Mr. Austin CxHapman.—On _ whodes 
authority has it been taking evidence? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—On the author- 
ity of either the Minister or the Cabinet. 
It was distinctly laid down when the Pub- — 
lic Works Committee was established that — 
it should come under the direction and — 
control of Parliament. 

Mr. Sampson.—And that is ihe only 
authority that should.be recognised. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Quite s0. 
find, however, that the Committee has al- 
ready taken evidence regarding this work, 
although it has not yet been referred to 1¢ 
by the Parliament. | The case is there- 
fore to some extent already prejudged. 
Ts the Minister for Works and Railways ~ 
aware that the Committee have already 
had this matter under consideration? I 
2m not objecting to the character of the 
evidence they have taken, but it seems 
as 1f the project is being carried out 
in such a haphazard and\ spasmodic 


fashion that it is time the proposition 


was withdrawn and started afresh. . 
Mr. SAmpson.—Does_ the 
member think that the Committee should — 


investigate sites in the various capitals, 4 


or only in Melbourne and Canberra ? 
Mr. 
Melbourne and Canberra. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—I am entirely | in 
favour of the amendment that the Com- 


n.ittee should have opportunity and free- — 


dom to recommend whatever site they 
think is best. But I say without hesita- 
tion that if the building is to be erected 
in Melbourne, the proposed site is emi- 
rently suitable for. the purpose. 


Ritty.—Confine the inquiry” 44 ee 
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- building should be erected, 
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building would not be better placed in 


Sydn , where the head offices of the 


Commonwealth Bank are situated. 
The question as to whether or not the 


- Notes Printing Offices should be estab- 


lished at Canberra is one for the Commit- 
tee to consider. I am not prepared to argue 
in favour of any particular site. It is not 
right for Parliament to say where the 
and thus 
practically instruet the Committee as to 
what their decision should be. If we ex- 


pect the Committee to guide Parliament 


we ought to give them a free hand, so 


that a report which will be of assistance 


to us will be arrived at from a purely 


unbiased attitude, and after a full in- 


vestigation of the facts. It is conceivable 
that these buildings might be placed 
much more advantageously at some place 
other than Melbourne. That is a point 
for the Committee to investigate; but, 
under the terms of this reference, they 


_ will be limited in their inquiries. 


Mr. Sampson.—Does not the honoralble 
member think that Parliament should say 
to the Committee whether a building of 


_- this kind should be grouped with other 


administrative offices, or whether it 


‘should be placed in some other locality. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I think that the 
time for Parliament to decide that mat- 


_ ter, and express its opinion, is when the 
~ report of the Committee is before it, pre- 


suming, of course, that the Committee 


have had an opportunity to investigate 


and give a definite report thereon. 


- commendation. 


_ the Capital Territory. 


the suitability of each practicable site, 
Then 
Parliament, in dealing with that report, 
and making e resolution, will say whether 
or not it approves of the Committee’s re- 
That is a reasonable and 
proper method to adopt. I was associated 
with the honorable member for Wimmera 
(Mr. Sampson) on a former Public 


Works Committee, and we had referred 


to us the proposed Arsenal; but the re- 
ference in that instance limited the Com- 
mittee to the selection of a site within 
Some of us_ be- 
lieved that Canberra was not the proper 
place at which to place an Arsenal. I 
thought then, and still think, that it was 


the most unsuitable place for the pur- 
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pose. 
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Mr. Bruce SuirH.—What line did the 
Committee’s report take? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—We reported that, 
within the Federal Territory, the site 
at Tuggeranong was the best for the 
purpose. 

The placing of limitations upon the 
inquiry of the Committee tis not fair 
to that body, and does not give Par- 
liament a proper guide in the selection 
of sites for our important public works. 
Parliament desires the best results from 
the inquiries of the Committee, and it is 
obviously impossible to get them if the 
Committee is limited as is proposed in 
connexion with the matter now under 
consideration. The amendment moved 
by the honorable member for Hunter 
(Mr. Charlton) meets all the circum- 
stances of the case inasmuch as it allows 
the Committee absolute freedom to re- 
commend where, in their opinion, this 


building should be erected. I suggest, 
however, that the Minister should be 
honest with Parliament, and stop the 


work that is now in progress until Par- 
liament has decided whether the whole 
scheme is to be placed on the selected 
site in Melbourne or elsewhere. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN (Eden- 
Monaro) [8.36].—What are we discuss- 
ing? I will read the motion, because 
honorable members either have not 
troubled to read it, or have allowed their 
remarks to stray very wide of the sub- 
ject— . 


That, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Commonwealth Public* Works Committee 
Act 1913-1914, the following work be referred 
to the Parliamentary Standing “Committee on 
Public Works for their report thereon, 
namely :—Erection of Commonwealth Note 
Printing Offices on the site recently acquired 
in Victoria-parade, Fitzroy, Melbourne. 


To that the honorable member for Hunter 
(Mr. Charlton) has moved an amend- 
ment to eliminate the reference to any 
particular site. The site has been pur- 
chased, and the men are at work on it to- 
day. I asked the Minister (Mr. Groom) 
this afternoon if any work is being car- 
ried out on the site in Victoria-parade, — 
and he answered in the negative. Yet 
I am assured by honorable members on 
the Opposition side that a gang of men 
is at work installing electric light in the — 
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iaaliine that: is ee, there. 


for? Obviously for a ‘eontinuation of the 
work which is being referred to the 
Committee. It is an aftront to Parlia- 


ment when a Minister deliberately side- 
tracks honorable members as I was side- 
tracked this afternoon, when in answer 
to a direct statement che said that no 
work was being done on the site. 

Mr. Groom.—I pave the correct facts 
to the House, and the honorable member 
knows .it as well as does any .other :hon- 

—orable member. 

Mr. AUSTIN CILAPMAN, —I heard 
the Chairman of the Public Works Com- 
mittee (Mr. Gregory) state that the Com- 
mittee could do this, that, and the other 


thing, and inquire .as to the suitalbility 


of every site. .[ maintain that under the 
terms of this reference the Committee 
cannot inquire into the question .of sites. 
_All the Committee are asked to do is to 
inquire into the matter of placing a 
building on one particular site. 

Mr. Grreory.——The Committee can re- 
port .against the site. : = 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The 
‘Committee are to be instructed to report 
upon buildings only. .Are they respon- 
sible to the Minister or to Parliament? 

Mr. Grecory.—To Parliament, .of 
course. 

Mr. AUSTIN 'CHAPMAN.—The site 
for the proposed building is, a matter of 
policy, and what right have the .Com= 
mittee to decide such a matter? What 
right thas the: Chairman of that Com- 
mittee (Mr. *Gregory) :to say ‘it 4s 
‘the policy of ‘the ‘Government not to 
go ‘to ‘Canberra now orat any other 
time? If the motion is carried 
without the amendment ‘suggested ‘by 
the honorable member for Hunter, the 
‘Committee will have only one function 
to perform, and that will ‘be to decide 
upon. ‘the question of ‘buildings. It is a 
remarkable fact ‘thatthe Chairman of the 

Committee should :make:a speech and not 
‘even tell the House ‘that the ‘Committee 
have been taking -eviildmee wpon “this 
matter. Let the ‘honorable member ‘tell 
‘the Herse mpon whose imstructions, and 
by what authority, the ‘Committee took 
vevidence. The ‘honorable member ‘for 
‘Wimmera : (Mr, *Sampson’) ‘is «a ‘meniber 
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Mr. ADSTIN -CHAPMAN.—1- ask = 
the ‘Chairman of the Public Works Com- ~ 
‘mittee upon whose instructions ‘the | Com- ae 
‘nuittee undertook this inquiry? = 


‘in connexion with the inquiry. = Se 


‘object oto members of the Committee = 
‘drawing ‘fees, ‘because they give ‘to th 


him avas he present when ‘evidence 
tiken by the Committee wpon thi : 
ject? The -honorable member wa ot 
answer. There is a cloak of secrecy 
thrown .around the whole proposal. oC 
ask him another -questton: Were ‘th 
members of the Committee acting in an 
honorary capacity when they made this 
inquiry, or do they propose ‘to draw fees” 4 
for what were unoflicial meetings? — y 

Mr. Sampson.—Ask -a further ene 


Mr. .AUS@®IN CHAPMAN .—TL cask . 
apon whose instructions dhe Committee — 
made this inquiry? ~The ‘Government | 
‘have overrun ‘themselves. During the ae 
last three or four years they have become 
accustomed to ignoring Parliament — 
that the Minister in this case has taken it 
upon ‘himself to instruct the Committee 
to make an inquiry. Whether or not hon- _ 
omible members favour the removal of 
this Parliament to “Canberra, “who 
amongst them will deny ‘that the com- 
‘mencement of these ‘works in Melbourne 
is another link m the chain to bind-the _ 
Commonwealth Parliament to this city? 
The’ Chairman of the Public Works Com- 
mittee argued that even under the terms 
of this reference the Committee would 
have the ‘right to say what site should oe 
be selected. . 


Mr. Hucror Lamonon. —The:Commit- 
tee will have no more right ito do that — 
than they .aad to start .the ings vat E 
all. 


mes My 


‘Mr. Gregory.—Upon. the instructions . 
of the Acting Prime Minister Qh. 
Watt); and I assure the House that no — 
‘member of the Committee has drawn fees 


Mr, AUSTIN OHAPMAN.—I douet 


a aged Fe 


‘House very ev eilianilbde information. But 
if this inquiry was unofficial, as the hon- 


-orable member for By jana said, “men- 7 
‘bers of ‘the ‘Committee have no > might to 


draw f ees. 
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r. Atel —Who said frat am in-. 
quiry was unoficial? I said it was for, 
Parliament ‘to direct the ‘Committee whe-, 


ings aré situated—either at Canberra or; 
Melbourne—or whether the ‘Committee 
should choose .a site in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 
"3 Mr. AUSTIN: CHAPMAN ——What 
did the honorable member understand 
when he took part inthis inquiry? 

Mr. Sawrson—My own opinion is, 

— that the only power the Committee have 
under this reference is to recommend a 
building on the site sélected, or to declare 
that the site is not suitable. 

Mr. AUSTIN. OHAPMAN.—In the 
motion, is there any reference at all to 
the site? 

‘Mr. Sampson.—lf the site is not suit- 
able, the Committee have power to say 
30. : 
Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Do ‘the 
members of the Committee ‘think that 
they have any right to decide whether 
; this building .shall be erected in Mel- 
- pourneor at Canberra? That is a matter 
- _<of ‘policy. 
Sess Mr. Samerson.—That is a ‘matter for 
oe this House ‘to decide. g ) 
— Mr. AUSTIN ‘CHAPMAN.—1 - re- 
~ mind the House that some years ago a 
similar question arose, and the honor- 
able member for Wentworth (Mr. Kelly), 
and the honorable member for Parkes 
Ci: Bruce Smith), and others took part 
in a very interesting discussion. Mr. 
Fisher, when Prime Minister, .proposed 


{ 


: to refer to the .Public ‘Works Committee 


_ the proposed .duplication of the Small 
_ Arms Factory at Lithgow, .and the econ- 
tention was raised that other -sites should 

be considered, so that the best one should 

‘be chosen. Mr. Fisher had not done 
what the present Government have done, 
namely, started the proposed work and 
employed men upon it before even refer- 
ring the matter ‘to Parliament. He had 
not done anything like ‘that to affront 
this House. ‘But he fought our conten- 
- tion ‘that ‘the ‘Committee should ‘be given 
a free hand in regard to recommending 


me a site. First of all, he maintained that 
oe 
Taos . . 


eae Aveuss, T9T9 J: 


ther the proposed offices should be on: 
a site where other administrative build-' 


“honorable member 
“now ? 
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the Committee could make whatever in- 
quiries they chose upon the question, but 


eventually he recognised that the proper 


thing to do was to leave the Committee 
free to go where they liked. 


Mr. Rirey.—And we reported in 
favour of Canberra. 
Si CAG Sto CHAPMAN,.—As 


everybody ‘knew they would do if they 
gave the matter fair consideration. 
Before I record my vote on this amend- 
ment, I should like to know whether the 
Minister will give any information tothe 
House regarding the total expenditure 
to be meurred on the proposed works. 
I was shown a plan of the buildmg, and 
was informed that the proposal that is to 
be referred to the Committee represents 
only a section of the building. 

Mr. Ritey.—Only one-third. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN .—Hf so, the 
total cost is going to. run into a large sum. 
Is it proposed to make it a ee 
edifice of four stories ? 

Mr. Groom.—The proposal is in aacird: 
ance with the plans.and. specification that — 
have been laid on the table. 2 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Is this 
proposal only one-third of what is ulti- 
mately intended ? 

Mr. Groom.—No. 
swered that question. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Will the 
answer the question 


I have already an- 


Mr. ‘Groom.—I will 
proper time. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. —Surely I 
am’ entitled ‘to an answer ? 

Mr. Groom.—Yes, at the proper ‘time. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHA'PMAN.—Tf the 
Minister does not give me an answer, 
I will give him ‘some trouble. I have 
put a ‘fair question to him. ‘He has 
placed on the table a plan showing a 
certain building, and it 1s contended, by 
men who know, that those plans indicate 
an ultimate building three times as large 
and three times as costly as the one that 
the House has been told about. Is that 
a fact? | 

Mr. Groom.—lIt is not correctly stated 
by the honorable member. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—What is 
the cost of the building to be? 

Mr. Groom.—£44,000. 


answer at ‘the 
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Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Will that 


be the total cost of the whole thing ? 

Mr. Groom.—yYes, of what is referred 
to the Committee. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I am in- 
formed that it will cost £125,000 at least. 
Does the Minister know that the build- 
ing will cost over £100,000 before it is 
complete ? 

Mr. Groom.—I have already told the 
honorable member what I know and what 
is a fact—that the work to be referred to 
the Committee will cost the amount speci- 
fied. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I am 
talking about the plan. 

Mr. Groom.—tThe details and estimates 
are on the table of the House. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I have 
not got them. 

Mr. Groom.—That 1s 
member’s fault, not mine. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The Min- 
ister should be able to answer the ques- 
tion whether the building will cost 
£44,000 or £125,000. 

Mr. Groom.—lIt will cost the amount I 
have already stated—£44,000. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—That will 
be for one-third of the complete structure. 

Mr. Groom.—That is the cost of the 
work that is to be constructed and that 
is to be referred to the Committee. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The Go- 
vernment are cavilling at what it will cost 
to house Parliament at Canberra, although 
Mr. Vernon, the Government Architect, 
told the honorable member for Parkes 
(Mr. Bruce Smith) some time ago that 
buildings could be provided at Canberra 
sufficient to enable the Parliament to 
meet there within eighteen months for 
£200,000. Mr. Griffin, when asked by 
the honorable member for Parkes and my- 
self whether that estimate was correct, 
said it would cost about 25 per cent. more, 
or a total of £250,000. The Government 
say that that expenditure is too large for 
them to keep the compact with New South 
. Wales. — 

Mr. Bruce Smitu.—lIt is a dream. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN,.—It will be 
a nightmare for them if they do not look 
out. ~ Although the baulk at that ex- 
penditure, they are prepared to spend 
£125,000 on a side building here. 


the honorable 
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Mr. Groom.—What ‘would be provided or 


by the £200,000 at Canberra? 


Mr. Bruce SmrraH.—The kernel of ‘Par- >, 


liament House and the public offices. 


Mr. Groom.—That means pars builds | ” 


ings only. 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—The Con- 
stitution provides regarding Canberra— — 


The seat of government of the Common- 
wealth shall be determined by the Parlia- 
ment—— 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter ).—Order! 


question on this motion. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I wished 
to point out that all the conditions but — 


one have been carried out, and that the 


construction of the Federal Capital in 


New South Wales was the condition on 
which New South Wales came into the 
Federation. When the Constitution Bill 
was first referred to the people, 

South Wales refused to assent to it. 


Mr. 
Federal spirit ? 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. sae re- 
mains for Victoria to show the true 
Federal spirit. 


These interjections from prominent Vic- 
torlans show what is behind this ques- 
tion to-night. They are coming from the 
honorable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett), the honorable member for Wan- 


non (Mr. Rodgers), and the honorable 


member for Wimmera (Mr. Sampson). Is 


it because they are anxious to put a build- 
Is it not 
rather because they know that this motion — 
puts another nail in the coffin of Can-— 


ing up in Victoria-parade? 


berra? The thing is as plain as daylight. 


It is sheer hypocrisy on the part of honor- 
able members to talk about the expendi- _ 
Why not 


ture on the Federal Capital. 
accept the fair compromise offered by the 
honorable member for Parkes? If it is 


necessary to get away from the building — 
now occupied by the Government Stamp — 


Printer, because it is not fit for the work, 


and too dangerous, and the accommoda- 


tion is not sufficient for the employees, — 


why not put the machinery into a build- 


ing rented for the purpose somewhere in _ 


Melbourne ? 


The honorable mem- 
ber will not be in order in discieate that — 


New _ 


Ropcers.—Was that the true- 


The honorable member is — 
one of the biggest provincialists here. 


: = Ss if 
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- Works Committee. 
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Mr. Keunrv. —As the production ‘of 


‘paper money will decrease now that the 


war is over, must not the accommodation 
required decrease also ? 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I do not 
wish to go into that question. If the 
Government are wedded to Melbourne, 
surely there are buildings which can be 
rented here. JI see no reason why they 
should not try Sydney, where the head 
office of the Commonwealth Bank is situ- 
ated. Let a suitable building be rented 
until we know whether the compact re- 
garding the Capital is to be kept. If it 
is kept, this building will be required at 
Canberra. Why duplicate it now? It is 
only humbugging Parliament. 


I shall support the amendment, because 
the freest discretion should be given to the 
I am surprised that 
the Chairman of the Committee (Mr. 
Gregory) should come here to-night, ‘aot 


- exactly to hoodwink Parliament, but to 


suppress... information that Parliament 
should have. The Committee is the ser- 


vant of Parliament, and its chairman is 


its mouthpiece ; yet the chairman makes 
an apologetic speech, which suits the 
Minister and the Government, but does 
not tell Parliament, until he is taxed 
with it, that the Committee has already 
begun its inquiries. Is not Parliament 
entitled to know what the Committee is 
doing? It is nothing short of a scandal 
that this sort of thing should be done. 
We do not want to look with suspicion on 
the work of the Committee, but if it is 
going to suppress information from Par- 


hament, what reliance can we place on. 


the information it brings before us? The 
Chairman of the Committee and 
the honorable member for Wimmera 
(Mr. Sampson) hold very different 
opinions, and have given very different 
statements about what has happened. 
The honorable member for Wimmera 
is afraid to say whether he was pre- 
sent at the ifquiry or not. Is that why 
we elected him to the Committee? Is he 
afraid to tell the Parliament that elected 
him whether the inquiry was held or not? 
Will he tell me now whether. it was held, 
when it was held, and what evidence was 
taken? The honorable member is silent. 


ai 


to say. 
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We have a right to know whether the 
Committee has already taken steps to in- 
quire into thé. matter, and by whose in- 
stigation and instruction. 

Mr. Brucr Smrrn.—By no authority 
at all. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — The 
Committee has been given no authority. 
I shall raise the question whether it was 
an official or unofficial inquiry. 

Mr. Kerry.—The chairman has prac- 
tically said that it was unofiicial. 

Mr. AUSTIN OHAPMAN. — The 
honorable member for Wimmera will not 
admit that.. I want to pin the members 
of the Committee down to the facts. 

Mr. Warxins.—Had they a right to 
take any evidence? 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. oF (want 


to know where their authority came from. 


The question is too serious to laugh at, 
although it is amusing to see the Chair- 
man of the Committee and the honorable 
member for Wimmera differ. What right 
has the chairman to arrogate to himself 
the power to determine the policy of the — 
Government with regard to the site on -~ 
which the building should be erected ? 

Mr. Kretty.—He did not do that. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN. — The 
chairman said he had the right under — 
the reference, without any amendment 
being made, to say where the building — 
should be erected. 

Mr. Grecory.—Nothing of the sort. 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—That is 
what I understood the honorable member 
He now states that it rests with 
Parliament to decide the matter on the 
evidence placed before it by the Commit- 
tee. Yet, when he was asked for infor- 
mation, he suppressed facts from Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Fintayson.—Try the honorable » 
member for Denison, 

Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—Was the © 
honorable member for Denison (Mr. 
Laird Smith) present at the meeting of 
the Committee? He~is a Tasmanian. 
The Tasmanian members got £900,000 as 
a special grant for their State. I would 
remind the honorable member for Ade- 
‘laide (Mr, Yates) that that grant, and 
the taking o over of the Northern Territory 


see 


ean South “Australia, were not in ae 


b 
i 


~ Constitution in black and white, as the 


Paeipact regarding the “Federal Capi- 


tal is. 

Mr. Yares.—But you got a good asset © 
from us. The trouble is that you do not 
know how to utilize it. 

Mr. AUSTIN. CHAPMAN.—That. is 
beside the question; but the compact re- 
garding the Capital was put into the 
Constitution for the. special purpose of 
bringing New South Wales-into the Fede- 
ration, because New South Wales turned 
the Constitution down when it was first 
referred to. the people. ‘Will the honor- 
able member. for. Parkes—(Mr. Bruee 
Smith) turn. up Hansard of 5th May, 
1915, when we discussed the Lithgow 
question on a reference by Mr. Fisher, 
and reconcile the position he took up on 
that occasion with the position he takes 
up now? 

Mr. Ketuiy.—He is friendly. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I know 
it; but’ he does not want to go as far as I 
do: and if he has suggested: a common- 
sense way out for the Government, the 
Government might well accept. it. 

Naturally, I would like to: see the 
Capital riveted by the erection of public 
buildings: at Canberra: but Canberra is 
not ready for this building now. I am not 
asking that it be put there at once. Be- 
fore we can put it there, we must make 
the Government understand that a large 
number of members of this Parliament 
are determined to have the Federal com- 
pact kept. Over 40 of the 111 members 
of the ‘Parliament have already signed. in— 
favour of immediate removal to Can- 
berra. Although I am strongly in favour 
of that, I do not contend that the Go- 
vernment should put this building there 
until. we have received. their assurance 
that the Capital is to be erected. there. 
These offices. must be where the Capital 
is. On the other hand, it is absolutely 
a harelbrained scheme to spend £125,000 
on a building here which will probably 


be to let in four or five years’ time, be- 


here, 


A a a 


cause if. the compact in the Constitution 
is kept, we must be at Canberra by 
then. The Minister 


in. different circumstances, that 


— 


Note and Stamp (REPRESENTATIVES, ] 


we land eh: Ognbere: belongs ey us, 


has often stated. 


ane DERG Scam 
. eases Oiees. Bene}: ER 


pe ot eure 
long <a cokes Ee peo bd 


TY paar 


We have mot to pay hundreds of 
pounds per foot to buy land there. | We ; 
have resumed much of it at. £5 an acre. \ 
The proposal made by the, honorable — 7 
member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce Smith) 
shows a reasonable way out, for it would 
enable buildings to be erected’ machinery 
placed there, and give reasonable condi ran} 
tions of employment.. i 2 
to Parliament to decide a great questions: a 
like this, and: then pretend to ask our 
consent. F should not have minded if 
the Government had taken. the matter i 
into its own hands and erected a. building, 
thus- flouting, Parliament altogether, for — 
there would have been something deter- 
mined and honest in such action. There | zi 
is no doubt that work has been: started, — 
and the Minister must have been badly — 4 
advised on this point. There is a gang ~ 
of men there now putting in electrig 
lighting, thus committing Parliament: to 
the undertaking: J udging from—what — 
was said by the chairman of the Public | 
Works Committee (Mr. Gregory) ee 
night, it’ would! be just as well to ignore 
the Committee, for he buttressed up the 
Minister’s statement, and forgot—that is 

a charitable view—to tell Parliament — 
action had‘ already been taken. This anne a 
titles us to look on the Public Works 
Committee without that confidence we _ 
have felt in the past. The Committee is - 

the servant of Parliament, which relies 
on its reports, and if information be sup- | 
pressed I shall look with a good. deal of — ee 
suspicion on what it may report in ete 
_-future. It is not the business of the ~ — 
Committee to do what will please the 
Government, but to give information to 
Parliament, and leave Parliament to de- 
cide. -.I believe that the Government 
lave taken a wrong step, and unless they 
retrace it in some way I shall certain] we a. 
support the amendment. : 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [9. J. 
—I intend. to support. the + ernoerGeiie a : 
As a member of a previous Public Works - 
Committee, I remind the present chair~ 
man. (Mr. Gregory): of a decision we ar- 
rived at in.1917, as discloesd in.a report 
dealing, with the extension. of. the. postal 
stores building, Hapbornynai Syl 


PA / =e 
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tx Ee ae aii as aa 
We were at that time confronted wit : 
same difficulty in reference to the site, 
which had already been purchased by the 
Government, and the Public Works Com- 
mittee were to inquire only as to the cost 
or kind of buildings to be ereected. For 
‘the information of honorable members I 
will read an extract or two from that 
report on the question of the acquisition 
of land— % 

In connexion with this matter, it is: noted 
that, although the site was acquired on 30th 
- June, 1914, the proposal for the erection of 


the building was not referred to the Committee ~ 


until 14th December, 1916. 


we Apart’ from: the question of loss of interest _ 


on capital, when sites: are acquired: any con- 
_ siderable time in. advance of their-use for 
- Commonwealth purposes, it is considered most 
B inadvisable that the Committee should run the 
risk of being in any way influenced in its de- 
cision. as: to the erection of any building by 
the fact that an expensive site has already 
been acquired by the Commonwealth for such 
_ building. . 

- In most cases there should be little difficulty 
in obtaining an option over any site suggested 
for a. building forming the subject of refer- 
once to the Committee, and, in. any case, the 
~ Commonwealth: is amply protected by the pro- 
 yision ofthe ands Acquisition Act 1906 from 


any unreasonable demands which might be 


made in respect: of land required. for Common- 
wealth purposes, 


bs # 


eae 


as. a ? ° . 8 bo : 
= Lhe following is the opinion to which 


i. 


 & should like the honorable member for 
Eden-Monaro (Mr. Chapman) 


Belisten 
~ Tn the opinion of the Committee, however, 


of any. large expenditure. on land, as it is in 
“the case of works, and it is strongly recom- 
“mended that in the case of any proposal for 
- the acquisition of land for Commonwealth pur- 
poses, where the estimated cost of the land 
would exceed £25,000; or the estimated. cost of 
a site for ai building, plus the cost of the 
“building proposed to be erected thereon, would 
exceed £25,000, the matter should be referred 
to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
_ Public Works: for investigation and report 
prior to acquisition. 
Mr. Bruce Surru.—lf that is correct, 
there was no right to buy land until the 
“matter liad been submitted to Parlia- 
ment. 
Mr. FENTON.—During that invest1- 
vation the Committee found that it was 
— necessary to go down about 40 feet in 
' order to make an artificial foundation, 
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| “it is” quite as important that full inquiries — 
should be made, arid Parliament: duly informed, 
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and they regarded the site as quite un- 
suitable; but the Government had paid a 
big price for it, and the Committee had 
to keep to the terms of their reference. 
I disapprove of the Government enter- 
ing into land purchases in any city in 
which they already have land suitable for 
the erection of buildings required. This 
is a question which has been the subject 
of investigation by the Public Accounts 
Committee in recent times. In connexion 
with the housing of public servants 
in the--capital cities, the members 
of the Committee 
sites in various cities, including Mel — 
bourne. In this city the Government al- 
ready possess the Victoria Barracks site, 
on St. Kilda-road, with a ground. space of,. 
I think, 84,000 square feet, .a frontage of — 
135 feet. to St. Kilda-road, and two large — 
frontages of about 450 feet to other 
streets. The only building on this land 
is a temporary iron building, used by the — 
Victorian Police as a sort of riding school. — 


There are other. areasof land onthe Gene- 


ral Post Office site and the Customs House: 


site. At a time when every pound and — 


every shilling counts, I object to the Go- 


vernment. ‘‘ over-running the constable?’ 


by. purchasing sites when they are already _ 
possessed of suitable areas. I cannot ac- 


inspected various 


‘€ 


cept the suggestion from the honorable 


member for Parkes (Mr. Bruce Smith), 
_because I am much adverse to paying — 
rent to landlords when we have land of - 


our own. G. 


i shall not enter into the question : 
raised. in regard to the Federal Capital, 


for no doubt that wall form a lively sub- — 
ject. of discussion either in this. Parlia- 
rent or the next. I do not agree with 
the cry raised by representatives of New 
South Wales in their hurry to get to Can- 
berra. JI remember that. on one occasion’ 


<< 


when. the Public Works Committee re-. 


commended a building should be erected 
on the Federal area for the-purposes of 
the Small Arms Factory, there: was a: 
howl of indignation from.. almost the: 
whole of the members-who are now nearly 
‘“‘ breaking their necks.’’’ to secure: build- 
ings there. I should like to know why 
there has. been this sudden conversion. 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—The electors - 
are taking an interest in the matter now. 
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- Mr. FENTON. —One of pe most in- 


Renitous features of the framing of the 
Constitution was the insistance by New 
South Wales that the Capital should be 
in that State. — 
In the case of the Post-office Stores to 


which I have already referred, I so far’ 


disagreed with the Government that I, 
as a member of the Public Works Com- 
mittee, voted against their erection on the 
site referred to us, and Senator Keating, 
the honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Sampson), and the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory), also members of 
the Committee, voted in the same way. I 
took that course because I considered the 
wrong site had been selected; and I am 
quite consistent to-night in voting for the 
amendment of the honorable member for 
Hunter (Mr. Charlton). If the Govern- 
ment had paid regard to the recommenda- 
tion of the Public Works Committee in 
1917, we should not be in our present 
position, for both site and _ buildings 
would have been referred to the Public 
Works Committee. It is reckless expen- 
diture to spend nearly £60,000 on a site 
for the Note Printing Offices when there 
is already land available in Melbourne, 
which is as much entitled to Federal in- 
stitutions of the kind as is any portion of 
New South Wales. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[9.14].—I was a little astonished to hear 
that the custom has. grow up of having 
inquiries made by the Public Works Com- 
mittee before works are referred to it. In 


my innocence I used to think that the - 


Auditor-General saw that no payments 
were made unless duly authorized by 
Parliament; but under the present system 
it would be possible for a Public Works 
Committee inquiry to be completed be- 
fore we ever heard of it. The Public 
Works Committee Act aims at creating 
an entirely independent body. The in- 
clusion of Ministers on the Committee is 
prohibited, so that its members may be 
absolutely free from Government in™ 
fluence; yet we find the Committee under- 
taking inquiries at the instigation of the 
Government without the au thority of 
Parliament. That is an entirely wrong 
and illegal practice, and payments made 
_ for work done should not be passed by 
the officials of the Auditor- Cera ee I 


ne ner apreé with thd honoree 
for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) w 
gard to the purchase of sites for co 
plated buildings. But there is no r 
purchasing metropolitan sites im 
capital city of Australia. If the 
Works Committee does not like this” 
ticular site, its duty is to report agan 
it. The Government will be able to d 
pose of it without very much fear of loss. — 
Like the honorable member for Parkes. 
(Mr. Bruce Smith), I find sot with 
two attitudes on this question. I shall 
vote for the amendment of the honorable 
member for Hunter (Mr. Charlton), in 
the hope that it’ will be carried; but I chat 
vote against the proposal to refer the 
matter to the Public Works Committee 
at all. I shall give no vote in favour of 
establishing in any temporary Seat of 
Government buildings that must even- 
‘ually be transferred to the permanent 
Seat of Government. We hear talk out- 
side about economy. What sort of econ- 
omy is it to spend £45,000 in putting up 
a building when, if we keep the pledge 
made to the people of New South Wales — 
twenty years ago, and which was promised — 
to be carried out within ten years, the 
necessity for that building will no longer 
exist ? 


Mr. Yares—tIt will no longer exist if 
we adhere to the decisions of this Parlia- 
ment. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—T Anta is $0. 
T.awell recall the debates which took place 

when Sir George Reid asked the people 
of.New South Was to accept the Fede- 
ral Constitution, He had made an agree- — 
ment with the State Premiers that the — 
Federal Capital was to be situated in. New 
South Wales, and when members of the’ 
State House asked him what guarantee 
the people of New South Wales had that — 
that compact would be carried out, he — 


told them that they could trust implicitly. 


in the honour of the statesmen of Aus- 
tralia. who had made it. He said that — 
men like Sir George Turner, the Hon, | 
C. C. Kingston, and others were men of 
honour, who, when they gave their pro- 
mise, would keep it; and on that promise 6. 
deliberately made and supported in this — 
way, the people of New South Wile 


eth lg cre 


‘het Ae ae 
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— Capital. 
_ Federal buildings that must be situated in 
each State, but there are great offices occu- 


marks. 
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entered into the Federation. Yet twenty 
years have gone by, and still in this Par- 
_ lament there is strong passive resistance 


to the carrying out of a pledge which 1s 


actually embodied in the Constitution. 


Those who believe that the pledge should 
be honoured should see to it that no fur- 


_ ther expenditure occurs in Melbourne on 


works that properly belong to the Federal 
Of course, there’ are certain 


pied by the Defence Department in Mel- 
bourne, in which there are thousands of 
men employed at administrative work in 
connexion with the war. Are we to keep 
these offices occupied for all time by the 
Defence Department? It is time we 
heard of real economy in this regard, and 


- time some use was made of these buildings 


for other Commonwealth Departments. 
One can hardly go along any street in 


Melbourne without finding a block of 


buildings in which a Commonwealth office 
is situated. We ought to review our posi- 
tion in regard to the accommodation of 
many of our activities. At a time when 
the huge administration in connexion 
with the war is to be curtailed, room 
might be found for other Departments in 
offices which are to be vacated by the De- 


fence Department. 


Mr. Rirny.—Ministers are not paying 
any heed to the honorable member’s re- 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—The only 
way in which to impress Ministerg is by 
the votes of honorable members. While 


honorable members are prepared to vote 


~ year in and year out for more and more 


expenditure in Melbourne, sending up the 
land values in this city in every direction 
at the expense of the Commonwealth, in- 
stead of enhancing the value of the Com- 
monwealth land at Canberra, we shall 
have this sort of thing going on. I shall 
vote against any proposal to put up a 
permanent building in Melbourne which 


will not be needed here when the 
Seat of Government is removed to 
Canberra. The proposed building is 


one which is closely ‘associated with 
the Treasury. In Washington, — the 


_ Bureau of Engraving is within easy walk 


y 
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of the Treasury, and is under the direct 
eye of the Minister controlling the finances 
of the United States of America. Our 
offices should be under similar control, and 
if in two or three years we go to Canberra 
the building now proposed to be erected 
in Melbourne will be worthless unless the 
Commonwealth can find other activities 
to make use of it. However, we 
have the right to expect that there 


will soon be vacant offices in 
many buildings at present occupied 
by the Defence Department. At any 


rate, ii the present building is not suit- — 
able for the purpose to which it has been 
put for the last seven years, during which 
we have been turning out more paper 
money than I hope we shall see turned 
out during the next seven years, there 
ought to be other premises in Melbourne 
quite suitable for the purpose. 


We have a right to complain ‘that 
money. is being spent on the site of this 
proposed building, which will be of no 
use if the Public Works Committee or 
this Parliament turns down the present 
proposal. : 

Mr. Groom.—The work which is being 
carried out on the site has no connexion 
with this proposed work. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—Then I 
have no need to say anything further upon 
that point. ey: 


I contend that we should abolish the 
Public Works Committee, and place re- 
sponsibility on the Minister for Works 
and Railways, or insist that all works 
should go to the Public Works Commit- 
tee, with that body absolutely free. It 
is not free if a Minister has already spent 
money in putting up offices that are ulti- 
mately to form part of the building. It 
is not as free to deal with the merits of 
the case as the law requires. The law is 
that the Minister shall come to the House 
and explain a proposition, and then it is 
for the House to refer the matter to the 
I want to 
know who has been administering oaths 
to witnesses. In New South Wales there 
is a law against any person going around 
administering oaths and taking evidence. 
If the Pubic Works Committee has been 


taking evidence on oath, it is getting 
pretty close to the border line; it is pro- 
fessing to have an authority to summons 
people to give evidence on oath which it 
doesnot possess. If it has taken evidence 
which is not given on oath, I hope that it 
will not present that evidence to the House 
as ordinary evidence taken on oath. If that 
is done, it is a very serious thing. The 
report would mislead Parliament as ‘to 
the character of the evidence given. 


However, my point of view is not 
affected by these things. I shall not give 
my vote for the erection of any public 
building of a permanent character in 
connexion with the Capital in any tem- 
porary seat of government. J object, on 
the grounds of economy, to the building 
of new offices in Melbourne while there 
are huge, unoccupied buildings all over 
the city. TI object to the purchase of 
sites in new centres while there are large, 
unoccupied areas in a central situation, 
which ought to be made use of .by the 
Commonwealth before going further 


afield. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [9.25].— 
The debate ‘has given us one of the finest 
exhibitions of mental gymnastics that I 
have experienced in my short sojourn in 
this Chamber. Many of the statements 
made astonish one. Indeed, they are 
astounding. “With a suavity not ustially 
shown by him, the honor able member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) this afternoon 
attempted to “ bulldoze” the House as to 
what had actually taken place. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—IJ ask the honorable member 
to withdraw that remark. 


Mr. BLAKELEY .—I withdraw it. At 
any rate, the honorable member attempted 
to mislead us—I do not say that he did 
it deliberately—when he said that the 
Committee over which he presided would 

have the power to decide with reference.to 
the site of this building. 

Mr. ‘Grecory.—Do ‘not be foolish. T 
said nothing of the sort. Jf the honor- 
able member had read the Publie Works 
Committee Act, he would know that the 


- Public Works Committee merely reports — 


- tto Parhament. 


Mr. BLAKELEY. sai 9 ae tes ka 
boriomibic member- said that the Public 
Works Committee would go into thes sth 


tion of the site. oe ae 


Mr. Grucory.—It has the eee : 
take evidence relating to the site au re 


ese. ite 


port to the House. - ie 
Mr. BLAKELEY.—Then, by a “erat 


mental gymnastic feat, the yh 
member arrived at this pane that 
notwithstanding what is placed before 

the Committee, the site epee ei 
is mot the one submitted i 
I could understand the Tange ee 
ber. for Parkes (Mr. Bruce Suni) 
doing that mental somersault, because he 
has the necessary legal training, | although | 
he might not be so successful at physical 
acrobatics. But the most extraordinary. 
development to-day is that it appears 
the Public Works Committee is doing 


work for which it has-no authority. In- 


deed, it is said that but for the little hitch 
mick occurred on Friday last, the report _ 
of the Committee would have been reo 
this week. As a matter of fact, it is very. 
nearly ready now. 


Se 
Mr. Latrp Smira.—What authority 


has the honorable member for i 
that statement? 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—The honorable 


‘member for Denison will have ample 


opportunity to tell the House the truth — 
as to what has taken place in. regard to. 
this inquiry. ‘We have heard interjec- — 
tions from the honorable- member for : 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) and the honor- 
able member for ~“Wimmera (Mr. — 
Sampson), who are also members of the 


Public Works Committee, but they have 


been ‘silent as to what has actually taken — 
place. ‘We can only infer from their 
silence that an inquiry has been held. — 
Personally, I shave no doubt upon the — 
matter. There has been an inquiry. 
Whether or not it has been held in | ‘the | 
proper way, I do not know. A good deal 
of misapprehension exists as to the work 
which is now in progress. From what I 
can see of the plan when the whole build- 
ing is finished, if Parliament allows it to 
be finished, there will be. one huge block, 
in ~which will be bhegecorases that-arenow 
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being altered, The Minister(Mr. Groom) 
has denied the statement: made by an hon- 
- orable member that on the site at. the pre- 
— sent time work is going on that will dove- 
tail in with the scheme which forms the 
~ subject of this reference. On the site at 
_ the present time men are fitting wp an 
- electric plant, knocking holes in the walls 
of the existing building, and putting in 
‘new doorways. There are also some 
cement and other building material on 
~the job. If the alterations now in pro- 
‘press are ultimately to dovetail. in with 
_ the work covered by this reference, then 
the Minister was incorrect’ in his state- 
ment. 


Mr. Groom.—I am officially informed 


_ that no work is being done in connexion 
. with this reference. 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—We Imow that 

_ Work: is: going on at the site, and’ we be- 

lieve that it will ultimately fit in with 


the: work:to be done under this reference. 


Just as the Public Works. Committee, an- 
licipating that this motion would be car- 
ried, has commenced its inquiry, so. the 
Department of Works and Railways, 
acting under instructions from some one, 
is' making alterations to the existing 

_ buildings, anticipating, apparently, that 

_ the erection of these offices will be recom- 
mended by the Committee. These two 
_ revelations-are, to say the least, astound- 
ing: I have no doubt that the antici- 
_ patory work of the Committee will bear 
- fruit should this reference tbe agreed to, 

_ but I submit that no more Common- 
wealth buildings should be erected in 

Melbourne. No provision should be 
made ini any other part of Australia for 

offices that iti will be necessary’ to erect 
at Canberra. We have to make a start 

‘somewhere, and the more we expend on 
Commonwealth here, the 


adopted to secure the Federal Capital for 
New South Wales. The means adopted 
_ were, to my mind, immoral. They. were 
certainly not: such as should. have been 
_ adopted. to determine the site. of the 
~ eapital of anation. Butsince it has been 
decided that the: Capital shall be: estab- 
_ lished at: Canberra, we should avoid any 
_ duplication of Commonwealth buildings. 
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I should like the Minister to inform the 
House what work is: now in progress on 
the Victoria-parade site, whether that 
work will fit in with the building 
covered tby this reference, and why the 
Public Works Committee was instructed 
to proceed with the taking of evidence 
before the matter had been referred to 
Parliament. 


Mr. KELLY (Wentworth). [9.34].—I 
have been listening with much. interest 
to the diseussion on this question, and it 
appears to me that. honorable members 
generally must feel, as I do, that we are 
at a time of immense and unequalled 
prosperity ; that public works are not be- 
ing denied to any electorate, that we are 
anticipating enormous surpluses in the 
future, and that we are living in a. sort 
of fairyland, instead of the position in 
front. of us really being so obscure finan- 
cially, that land which has been _pur- 
chased for post offices and other public 
buildings in various electorates has to re- 
main unoccupied because of the grave 
crisis before us. That is the actual posi- 
tion all over Australia, and yet we find 
that at the ‘behest of some one, the law 
is. broken, the Constitution is set aside, 
and the Government suddenly start upon 
a scheme involving an expenditure of 
not merely £46,000, but, judging by the 
plans, something in the neighbourhood 
of £200,000. Indeed, when that estimate 
is exceeded in.the normal course of affairs — 
we shall probably. find that. the Common- 
wealth has been committed: to-an.expendi- 
ture of £300,000 on the erection of a— 
building. in Melbourne without any refer- 
ence of the matter to Parliament. 


There is a law: governing this matter 
which: says: that before any work of this 
kind: is undertaken it must be referred ~ 
to Parliament. That law has been set 
aside, in fact, if not in the letter, by the 
Department actually acquiring for a 
specific purpese a: site in Melbourne: be- 
fore Parliament has been asked to decide; 
through its Committee, whether it is 
right or. noti for these offices: to be erected 
here. L do not. blame the Minister 
(Mr. Groom) altogether for that, be- 
cause, in connexion-with the erection 
of public buildings, a very loose and, 
I think, ineffective practice’ has been 
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in existence ever since’ the estab- 
lishment of the Federation. The prac- 


tice is to provide on the Estimates for 
the acquisition of a piece of land’ for 
a certain purpose, and on the following 
year’s Estimates for the erection of a 
building upon it. Under this system we 
lose interest on the money spent in ac- 
quiring these lands by allowing them to 
remain idle for a year. In this case, 
however, the money required for the ac- 
quisition of the land, I understand, was 
not on the Estimates. 


Mr. Wexst.—The land, I believe, has 
not been paid for. I am told that there 
is trouble with the trustees. 


Mr. KELLY.—At present, there 
trouble with more than. the trustees. The 
Minister would be well advised now if 
he would follow the suggestion of the 
honorable member for Parkes (Mr. 
Bruce Smith) and make some shift to 
get along until the Government have 
come to a decision with regard to the 
Federal Capital. 


Honorable members may think that in 
opening my remarks I was speaking with 
some soreness, because of constant re- 
fusals to carry out past obligations to my 
electorate. I come from New South 
Wales, but I regard myself sitting in this 
House as an Australian: not. as a New 
South Welshman. I am one of those hon- 
orable members who have refused to sign 
a requisition. to the Government to im- 
mediately establish the Federal Capital 
in New South Wales. My reason for re- 
fusing to sign that document at present is 
that, until ve Government have disclosed 
their Budget—in other words, until we 
know how far we are from the financial 
precipice—I do not think it is right, or 
patriotic, or Australian; I do not believe 
it is New South Welsh, to ask the Com- 
monwealth to run. itself right over that 
precipice in order to carry out a bargain 
that should have been carried out before 
the war started.. While I hold that view 
strongly enough to make me, as a repre- 
sentative of New South Wales, refuse 
to sign that requisition, I view with abso- 
lute horror the easy way that the Minister 
has of starting an expenditure of £200,000 
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is. 


in the capital of Victoria. 


abstaining from the New South Wales 
move, which might have embarrassed 
them ; but I think that they are not 
treating the House fairly if they ask it 
to commit itself to an expenditure of 
£200,000 on the erection of another pub- 
hie building amongst the administrative 
offices in Melbourne. 
amendment if it goes to a division; and, 
if it 1s carried, I shall then vote against 
the whole reference. That is the only 
course now open to us. I most strongly 
urge the Ministry to come down at the 
earliest moment with their Budget state- 
ment, and let us know where we ree 
are ‘with our finances in general. 

I should like to exchange courtesies, & 
I might, for a moment or two with the 
members of that very excellent and 
esteemed public body, the Public Works 
Committee. Nothing gave me greater 
pleasure than the statement so frankly 
and readily made by the Chairman of the 
Public Works Committee (Mr. Gregory) 
that, in connexion with this —in- 
quiry, they had been working. in 
an entirely honorary capacity, though 
we had a _ heated contradiction 
almost immediately following from the 
honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
Sampson). I hope my friend the Chair- 
man of the Committee will stand by the 
opinion that he has pronounced, and will 
see that, as this inquiry which he and 
other members of that Committee have 
taken part in is entirely illegal, it must 
be equally honorary. Their desire to ac- 
quire information does them | 
credit, and I believe they will be satisfied 


with that credit, recognising that as in 


this work they are without the law they 
must also be without the profits. 


I shall vote for the 


Fe Pes ae 
na 
rs ae | 


I ree that, a, 
I have treated the Government fairly in 


infinite — 


Mr. WEST (East Sydney) (9.41 


I rise to support the amendment. I find, 
from the plan, that the land 
cerned has a frontage of 
feet by a depth of 247 feet, and that 
the Government proposal is to occupy 
less than half the ground, the other 
portion being occupied by the hall 
formerly occupied as a German club. If 
the House passes the motion, there will 
be really nothing for the Works -Com- 
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mittee to do, because on that Committee 
there is sufficient influence to agree as to 
- the site at once. There is no doubt about 
that. The existing building has four 
— floors, and is of a very plain character. 
There is nothing in the elevation to the 
lane or the street that the Committee 
could disagree with. They could decide 
at once upon their recommendation. I 
have looked through the quantities, and~ 
have come to the conclusion that £44 ,000 
is rather a high price for a building on 
ground 30 by 100 feet, but I assume that 
the bills of quantities are correct. The 
motion now before the House appears to 
be nothing more nor less than an attempt 
to involve Parliament in heavy expendi- 
ture, because if we refer this matter to 
the Public Works Committee, and that 
body makes a recommendation, we cannot 
escape the expenditure. It is time mem- 
bers of this House stood up for their 
rights, and in regard to this matter de- 
cided that the Government should not be 
allowed to go on with the proposal. This 
building should be erected at Canberra, 
where the three main essentials, electric 


* 


light and power, water supply, and 
sewerage are already provided. The 
position at Canberra reminds me 
of the conditions during the  con- 
structional period of the Panama 
Canal. The French authorities, who 
first undertook that work, adopted 


obsolete methods, and in an unheathy 
climate provided hospitals for sick people. 
They would never have finished that huge 
undertaking if the American authorities 
had not come to their assistance, and 
_ they first of all provided for the workmen 
a water supply, the necessary power, and 
sewerage to meet all requirements. All 
these essentials are now available at Can- 
berra, and the expenditure incurred can. 
I : believe, be made reproductive, and 
real economy be effected if steps are taken 
to erect Commonwealth buildings on the 
Capital site. The place is now habitable, 
and it is absurd to regard further expen- 
diture there as wasteful. Surely no hon- 
orable members will say that the will of 
the people is not going to be respected. 
It is no use now finding fault with those 
who fixed upon that area as the Capital 
site. It is too late now to do that. 
The endeavour of the Government has 
been to prevent the House having an 
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opportunity to discuss this question. 
They did not refer to the Committee the 
question of site; the Committee were 
given no power to express an opinion on 
that subject. All the Committee can do 
if this reference is made is to look at the 
plans and quantities, and ask the archi- 
tects of the Public Works Department for 
any assistance that may be needed in 
working out the probable cost of the 
building. To an honorable member lke 
myself, who understands building opera- 
tions, it is easy to see that no wasteful © 
expenditure is proposed. The suggested 
building is a simple one of four stories, 
and the sanitary arrangements are to be 
in accordance with the principles fol- 
lowed by sanitary engineers. If 
the House agrees to the ~- motion 
in its present form, the Committee 
will sit for a few hours, and in 
about three or four days will be able 
to submit their report on the proposal. 
I deplore the fact admitted by the Chair- 
man of the Public Works Committee, 
that an inquiry into these buildings was 
made by the Committee before the refer- 
ence from Parliament. When the Public 
Works Committee Act was passed, the 
intention was that any proposed work 
should be considered by Parliament be- 


fore any expenditure was incurred. The 


reason for the institution of the Public 
Works Committee in New South Wales 
was that sums of money were placed on 
the Estimates which did not represent 
the actual estimated expenditure for pro- 
posed works. When Sir Henry Parkes 
was Premier, a sum of about £750,000 
was placed on the Estimates for the pro- 
posed Sydney waterworks, and [ 
favored what I considered, and what the 
engineers ultimately found to be, a much 
better scheme. I said to Sir Henry one 
day, ‘‘ Your scheme will cost, on 
a’ rough estimate, over £2,000,000.” 
He_ replied, _in his usual quiet 
““ Never mind; if I were 
to tell Parliament what these works will 
cost, Parliament would never pass them.’’ 
I warn the House that the ultimate cost 
of the works that are now the subject of 
this reference will be £95,000. I hope I 
shall have the opportunity to fight all 
these proposals until Parliament decides 
that permanent Commonwealth buildings: 


~ q14o4 


which are not local in character shall be- 
erected in the Capital Territory.  I- 
visited the site in Victoria-parade to-day, 
and inside the hall of the existing 
building saw an immense quantity of 
planks for se affolding, and 5,000 or 6,000 
running feet of 6 x 6 timber. These 
planks are to be used in the work of 
erecting concrete walls. All the scaffold- 
ing is covered up, so that it cannot be 
seen from the street, I am informed 
that the intention is ‘to strengthen the 
floors in order that they may be able 
to bear the vibration of machinery. 
Already, workmen have commenced to 
cut ‘two doorways into the adjoining 
building, and they propose to cut other 
apertures fer ‘windows, and to install 

electric light. The hasty way in which 
this work is being carried on is causing 
suspicion. ‘However honorable members 
may regard the Federal Capital question, 

the time has come when every member 
should be made to declare whether he is 
in favour of the terms. of ‘the Constitu- 
tion beng carried out. ‘When I was 
asked to become a member of the Federal 
Capital Committee in New South Wales, 
I declined, and «said, ‘‘'You are ~all 
friends of the National party, which has 
never done anything but concentrate all 
expenditure im Melbourne.’’ Why is 
that done? Because many Victorian 
members would not retain their member- 
ship of this Parliament if it were shifted 
to Canberra; it would not pay them to 
travel that distance. They are deter- 
mined to keep this Parliament in Mel- 
-bourne as long as they can. There is a 
powerful influence at work to prevent the 
spirit of the Constitution being observed, 
and to the business of the ‘Common- 
wealth being conducted without ‘inter- 
ference by the Melbourne press, which to- 
day controls the destinies of Australia, 

‘to the detriment of our people. It ex- 
presses nothing but the narrow provincial 
-wiew, and represents the same spirit that 
animated the “little ” Australians who 
fought against Federation. I ask ‘honor- 
able members to deal with this matter in 
a national spirit. 


Mr. Jownrr.—In a national Sydney 
spirit. 
‘Mr. WEST.—It is not desired ‘that the 
‘Capital shall ‘be im Sydney. Members 
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paleo lbods decentidieeasont but they» 
endeavour to get everything concentra letod 
in the big. cities. One of the best wee ie 
ever made in the interests of decor 8 


provision that the * Pederal ‘Ponligta 
should be kept away from the St 
capitals. _ By transferring the Fe 
Parliament to Canberra and thus ope 
up that Territory we would be dom; 
something practieal in the interests “ot - 
decentralization. Metropolitan — land ot 
values are too high altogether for the 
welfare of our people. How can sho 
keepers hope to supply cheap food while’ 
they are required to pay enormously — 
heavy sums in weekly rentals?” I am 
not in favour of the alternative sugges- 
tion to remove the note printing estab- 3 
lishment to Sydney. That city is .ex- — 2 
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panding altogether too much to-day. peel ae 

is becoming more and more the capital of 

Australia. I altogether deprecate the — 
conduct of the Government, and I hope 
we shall never see the like of it again. — 
Its procedure lias been more than im- — 
moral; that word is not strong enough to 
express my feelings. The Government — 
have been undermining the will and 
authority of Parliament by promptmg an 
inquiry before securing parliamentary — 
authority. Public money should never — 
be expended until a Budget has been in- — 
troduced and the item concerned has been 
duly authorized by the Legislature. 
Proper expenditure is never ‘W 
Money saved is revenue gained. -If ‘the 3e 
project in question were merely a matter 
of £44,000 the procedure of the’ Govern- 
ment would not be quite so bad; but the - 
proposition will represent an ultimate ex- 
penditure involving at least £90,000. “As > 
we love Australia, we should see that. Noss 
expenditure of public money other than _ 
is amply justified for the efficient governD- 
ment of the people is permitted. I do — 
not regard .as economy the principle al 
striking sums off the Estimates on 1 every ce 
pretext.- Money is required to. catry .on ; 
the services of the country, and’ ‘to insure ie 
good government; but when.a Govern 
ment endeavours to Bernas ee a di 
honest -action | 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Ww. “Ellot 


re 


mark, sir, and say that if I had a legal 
“+ opportunity I would deseribe the pro- 
_ cedure of the Government as dishonest. 
Hada sum of £44,000 been placed on the 
ks Estimates for the transfer of the note 
- printing branch this House would never 
~ have passed the line; but the proposed 
. expenditure has been sneaked in after a 
~ manner which is certainly not creditable 
' to the Government. The principle on 
~ which we should base our attitude in re- 
gard to works of a permanent character 
- in connexion with Commonwealth ad- 
- ministration is that no expenditure in 
~ such a direction should be-permitted out- 
_ side Canberra. It would not be necessary 
— to resume land at Canbesra, It is 
_-ready for us to build on. The Common- 
wealth Government should not assist the 
_ jand-owners of Melbourne to get higher 
- prices for their holdings. Land is too 
dear in Melbourne now, and the Com- 
- monwealth Government should not step in 
- and make it more expensive by purchas- 
_ ing sites here. We should display a better 
- spirit than that. I understand that the 
_ proposed site at Fitzroy is not paid for 
_ because the trustees disagree with the 
amount the Government are offering. 
_ There are German interests concerned. 
- The Government, although they are fond 
of talking about German interests, have 
_ gone to German owners of property to 
_ buy land to build a printing office on. 
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Dr. Matonry.—This association sent 
_ thirty boys to the Front. 

__ Mr. WEST.—I am not saying anything 
about what the association has done, but 
_ I am convinced that very few members 
here are pleased with the action of the 
_ Government in the matter. Except a few 
- members who want to live next door to 
_ Parliament House, every one in this 
_ chamber;if he expressed his honest con- 
_ viction, would say that Parliament should 
_ go to Canberra. It would be in ‘the 
interests of the country, and make for 
better legislation, if we went there as soon 
as possible, because Parliament would 
_ meet there in an atmosphere that we can- 
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_ these views, I should be a traitor to the 


Interests of Australia and to my constitu-. 


ents if I did not take the course I intend 
a to take now. I honestly believe that what 
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: ‘not get in any of the big cities.. Holding 
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I am doing is the right thing for Aus- 
tralia. I hope the House will throw out - 
both the amendment and the motion, and 
give the Government an opportunity to 
put electric light into the building they 
already have, and strengthen the floors. 
That would make it a place in which note 
and stamp printing could very well be 
done. 

Debate (on: motion by Mr. Sampson) 
adjourned. 


CUSTOMS BILL. 
Motion (by Mr. GREENE) agreed to— 
That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 
an Act to amend the Customs Act 1901-1916. 
Bill presented, and read a first time. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES: DEPARTMENT OF 
WorKS AND RAILWAYS. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Muinister 
for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [10.17].—I move— 

That the House do now adjourn. 

The business to-morrow will be the second 
reading of the Customs Bill, with which 
we want. to proceed directly into Com- 
mittee, and then-take it through its re- 
maining stages. The next business will 
be the Institute of Science and Industry 
Bill, after which we shall follow the order 
of the notice-paper. » ws 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [10.18].— 
A number of temporary clerical hands in 
the Department of Works. and Railways 
are working under an award of the Arbi- 
tration Court.. When travelling, they 
have been accustomed to get travelling 
expenses and overtime, because that is 
The Depart- 
ment, or the Minister, however, has read 
into that award the direction that tempo- 
rary men are not entitled to those privi- 
leges. That, I submit, is an injustice in- 
flicted on a large number of Government 
employees, and is breaking the spirit of 
the award. If permanent men are en- 
titled to those advantages, surely casual 
hands are equally entitled to them. 

Mr. Groom.—I shall inquire into the 
matter. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 10.19 p.m. 
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